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ti€t muc m& man

Trong ti€ng sdo tric du dwong, mot chum siang roi xuéng san khau t61 den.
Ca khan dai 6 1én kinh ngac khi trong thdy bong dang ngwoi dan 6ng dirng
dwdi chum sang 4y. Gia nhw dang & nwd'c Nhit thi phan rng cta ho ¢6 1€ da
khic. Nhwng day khong phai Nhat Ban. Pay la thanh phd Las Vegas cla
Hoa Ky.

Nguoi dan 6ng khodc bd d'6 tring mudt véi dai bing tasuki mau dd budc
qua hai bén néach va vai. Mdi téc tim gon sau gay dai cha'm lung.

Ngwoi dan 6ng ba't chgt vung canh tay sang ngang, trong mdt thoang co
tay anh ta bi€n mat bén ngoai chim sang. Sau d6, ngwoi dan 6ng thu canh
tay V€, khan gid nin thé khi nhac thdy thi anh ta dang cim trong tay.

D6 1a mot thanh gwom, mot thanh kie¢m Nhat, dé chirng phai dai hon mot
mét. Moi khi ngwi dan 6ng khua thanh gwom qua trdi r'oi lai qua phéi, lweGi
grom dwgre mai sic lai phan chidu thi 4nh sdng ky di.

Nhanh nhw chép, miii geom chia thzalng xudng dwdi. Ngay 14p tirc, dnh
sang bat ngo tda khip san khau. Cung lic d6, nét mit ctia khan gia, dic biét
12 cdc khan gia nam bdng bung sdng. DPirng trén sin khau 12 ba c6 géi téc
vang. Ho khoéc nhirng bd vdy 10ng 13y, d€' 16 nhiéu phian da thit.

Ti€p do, ngwoi dan Oong lai ddt ngdt chia miii gwom 1én trén. Thé roi, tw
sau canh ga xudt hién ba nguoi trong trang phuc den tuyén tir ddu dén chan.
Ngay ca nhirng ngwoi ngoai qudc cling hi€u rd mdén mdt tao hinh nay. D6
chinh 1a céc ninja. Ho deo mit na che kin ca dau 1an mit.

Ca ba nguoi déu dang 6m thir gi d6 rat to cudn tron dwdi nach. Bé la
nhirng tim tham mau niu nhat dwgc bén tr ¢d. Khong biét trong sd” khan
gia ng'6i day liéu may ngwoi biét thir d6 c6 tén goi 1a chiéi ¢d.

C4c ninja tién gin dé€n chd ba my nt, chdm rai trdi nhirng tAm chi€u co ra
va chuan bi dung chiing d€ quadn quanh nguoi ba ¢6. Mic cho cdc c6 gai
hoang hot chéng trd, ddm ninja vAn manh tay quin chit tAm chiéu vao
ngudi cac ¢d. Trong lic d6, ngwdi dan 6ng van bd d'6 tring tay cAm thanh
ki€m Nhat di di lai lai xung quanh. Ti€ng sédo tric cang lic cang du doi.



Chi 14t sau, than hinh manh dé cua ba c6 gai bi nhirng tA'm chi€u si€t
quanh ngwoi da hoan toan mat dang. Mic diu vy, ho van deng do, ngo
ngudy, ving viy. Pdm ninja bén 14’y day ra tréi quanh ngudi ho, bit dau tir
phiéan chi€u phia trén. Cudi cling, ba ¢6 gdi cling tré nén ba't ddng, ding trén
san khau ldc nay 1a ba ciy cot két bang chicu cd.

Nguwoi dan 6ng van bd @6 trang 1ién ding budc. Anh ta gior cao thanh
ki&¢m dang cAm trén tay phdi, nhin chim chim ba ciy cdt, doan chia 4nh mit
sic lem ctia minh Ve phia ciy cot gan nhat.

Anh ta chim rdi tiéh d&n, cAm thanh ki€m bing ca hai tay, gio’ 1én qud
dau. Sau khi hit mot hoi, anh ta 1li€n vung ki€m xu6ng day khi the". Nhat
chém tao ra mdt thir am thanh dung duc, cit ciy cot theo mdt duwong vit
chéo, khi€n n6 do vat xudng da't. Khong mot khan gid nao ho he. Khong ca
ti€ng la hét. Cing chaamg biét tw lic nao ti€ng sdo da ngwng bit.

Ngwoi dan 6ng ti€n d€n gan cdy coOt thr hai, [4n nay anh ta vung ki€m
ngay tap lr. Cay cdt nay ciing bi chém mdt dwong ra't ngot, 1in bich xudng
san. Song nguoi dan 6ng khong budn doi theo canh twgng d6 ma da tién
ngay dén ciy cot thi ba.

Gitra khong gian yén dng nhw to, anh ta lia thanh ki€m theo mdt dwong
vat ngang. Tiéng ki€m chém xoet vao khong khi cling ti€ng cay cot dit lia
hoa v&i nhau, vang khip khan phong.

Nira trén clia cdy cdt vira bj cit r&i rung 1én trede khi ngd sang mot bén
va cudi cung roi xudng da't. Nva dwdi van ba't dong.

Ngwoi dan dng li€c nhin vé phia khan gia, doan ti€n dén chinh gitra san
khau, quay lung lai. Ti€p do, ba ninja dieng x€p thanh hang, mat d&i mat voi
anh ta.

Ngwoi dan 6ng gior thanh ki€m Nhat 1én cao. Gitra ldc khan gia dang
chdm chud doi nhin, anh ta chgt vung manh thanh ki€m theo mdt dwong
chéo. Mit na ctia c4c ninja nhe nhang roi xudng.

Khén phong rd 1én xon xao. Ping sau nhitng tAm mit na d6 khong hicu
sao lai 1a khuén mat cia ba cd gai khi nay.

Ti€ng x0n xao chuyen thanh ti€ng reo ho. Trong phiit chdc ti€ng reo ho
dy da trd nén ram r6 hon, lam chdn dong ca nha hat kich. Khi ba c6 gai
trong tao hinh ninja vén m¢ téc vang day, nd nu cwoi rang ro bwde 1€n phia



treedre, khdn gia Ian lwot dirng ddy. Ho v tay, reo ho, huyt sdo va con gidm
chan nura.

Nguwoi dan 6ng mic bo &6 tring chdm rii quay miit vé phia khan gid. Thé
roi anh ta dang rong hai canh tay treéc khi nd mot nu ceoi day tdo bao va
cdi dau.

Tasuki la mot dai bang dung d€ ¢6” dinh dng tay 4o cta cac loai trang phuc
truyén thong cho do virdong.









Vwra nhac thdy bliee anh dwoc trinh chi€u trén man hinh, Mayo da xau hé
dén ndi dd birng mit. Birc anh chup ¢d cung mdt ngwedi ban thoi cdon hoc
treong ca’p ba nir sinh. Hai dira dang dirng tred'c mot ctra hang tién 1oi trén
dwong di hoc ve.

“Hay la... chiing ta bd birc anh nay di nhi?” Mayo lam bam.

“O), sao lai th&?” ng6i bén canh, Nakajou Kenta ngac nhi€n hoi. “Anh
thdy dep ma.”

“Pay la h'6i em map nha't ddy. Pa thé con hd hét ca chan ra thé kia. Anh
khong tha’y birc nay xau mu a?”

Ca hai nir sinh trong anh déu mic vdy ngén ciin con.

“Anh chging tha'y map gi cd. Nhung diing 12 vdy hoi ngin that.”

“Bon em gdp phan eo vdy thanh hai, ba Ian r6i con 1én ga'u nira. Nhung
dén treong bi thay c¢d gido nhic nhé nén bon em di stra vé nhw cii... C ¢
lam th& bao gio khong?”

Mayo hdi ngwoi phu nit ng6i d6i dién phia bén kia ban. Lic nay ¢6 ta
dang deo khau trang nhung Mayo da trong thay mdt c6 ta may an. Mayo
dodn co6 ta khoang trén dudi ba muoi tudi, chic hin 1a bang vai phai lira
voi ¢6. Co ta dang mac dong phuc cia khéach san.

“C6, bon toi cling hay 1am th& 1dm,” 4nh mét ngwdi phu nir thodng nét
cwoi. “Thdy nhé thoi d6 that.”

“Cong nhan day. Thoi cta anh Kenta khong ¢6 nhirng chuyén nhw thé’
sao?”

Kenta nam nay ba mwoi bay tuoi, hon Mayo nhirng bdy tudi.

“Thé& nio nhi? Anh ciing khong nhé 18m. Du gi anh ciing hoc trwong
nam sinh ma.”

“Chéng 1& trén duomng di hoc, bon anh khong ngfm ni¥ sinh trudng khdc
ar’



Nghe Mayo héi, Kenta cwoi thi€u nao.

“Ciing chi & mic d6 ngdm thoi chi bon anh khong nhin chim chim
nguwoi ta dau. Thoi, minh ¢ chon anh nay di ¢6 sao dau. Anh thd’y dep ma.”

“T6i cling thd’y vay,” nguoi phu nir 1a nhan vién khach san noi.

“Vay a? Thé thi ching ta cir cho vao nhé.”

“Con binh luin vé btrc anh thi sao a?”

“Binh luin Ay a?...” Mayo ngidm nghi mot l4t, doan néi: “Tho'i cap ba,
lieu mang vi do dai cuia nhigng chiéc vay.”

“Ha ha ha,” ng'di bén canh, Kenta 1ién v0 tay. “Ngau hé&t say.”

“Nghe hay dd’y a,” nit nhan vién khdch san nheo mét cuwdi, doan bit dau
g0 chtr trén ban phim.

Mayo va Kenta dang ¢c6 mat & trung tim tiéc cwdi cia mdt khach san
trong nodi thanh. Hai thang ntra ho s€ lam dam cwéi. Hom nay, ho ¢ cudc
hen d€ ban vé nhirng hinh anh s& trinh chi€u trong budi hon 1€. Ca hai da
mang nhirng birc anh ctia minh d&n va lic nay dang ngdi loc. Thoi budi
nay ai cling c6 th€ dé dang ty tao ra nhirng video trinh chi€u hinh 4nh, song
Mayo va Kenta thyc 1ong vAn mudn d6 phai 12 mot doan video chd't lIwong
cao. Ho lo s¢ s€ xdy ra nhirng sy ¢4 ki€u nhw d€n ding ngay hom da’y thi
video khong chay dwoc hodc khong phat ra ti€ng, vi thé” ho quyet dinh giao
phé viéc nay cho nhirng nha cung cdp dich vu chuyén nghiép. Tiéc cuwdi
ctia ho s& duorc t& chitc ngoai troi. Thoi gian bit dau 14 sau khi mit trovi Lin,
bdi vay s¢ khong c6 chuyén khé xem dwgrc hinh dnh trén man hinh, song
chic han vin c6 nhiéu vin dé ma nhitng k& nghiép du danh bé tay, chang
han nhw cha't lwgng hinh dnh hay cach ph6i mau phirc tap.

Lic sau, khi Mayo va Kenta vin dang ngdi chon anh thi ctra mot cén
phong no chgt mé ra, mot cdp doi budc ra khdi d6. Mayo tinh co’ nhin vé
phia ngwoi phu nit va khéng khdi ngac nhién. Mic du da dwoc che gidu
song ro rang bung dwdi cia cd ta dang nho ra.

Mot nir nhan vién khéch san tién cip vor chdng no ra khdi trung tim tiéc
cwdi. Sau lwng ho todt ra vang hao quang hanh phiic.

“Sao thé?” Kenta hoi.

“A... em chi dang nghi ngwdi phu ni¥ lic ndy bung da lum lum r6i.”

“Ha, that th&"a? Anh lai khong d€’y.”



Mayo nhin sang ngwoi phu nir d6i dién: “Gan diy cé nhiéu ngwoi nhw
vay khong c6?”

Nguwoi phu nit khé gt dau. “Vang. Mdi ndm ciing ¢6 vai cip.”

“Thoi budi bay gior it ai con xdu hd vé chuyén an com trwdc kéng co6
nhi?”

“Thé& nao nhi? T6i nghi khong hin 1a nhw vay. Qua thyc moi nguoi it
nhiéu van ban ldong vé chuyén d6. Vi th&’ ma ldc ¢d dau chon vdy cudi,
chiing t6i ciing hay goi y nhitng b vdy c6 the gitip dé dang #n gian dwoc
hinh the.”

“Qua nhién la nhw vay.”

“Sao em lai quan tdm dé€n m&y chuyén nhw viy?” Kenta nhiu may ra
chiéu kho hieu.

“Em nghi chuyén d6 ciing khdng c6 gi 12 xAu,” Mayo nhin chim chim vi
hon phu ctia minh. “Chuyén bac si bdo cwdi &y. Cuwdi xong cang khong
phai s&t rudt chuyén c6 sinh con dwoe hay khong. Anh khong nghi the” w?”

“N6i thé nao nhi?” Kenta nghiéng dau. “Anh chwa tirng nghi nhw vay.”

“Hwm.”

“Nhu thé” ciing c6 sao dau nao. Chuyén khdng sinh dwoc con ay. Néu sy
da vay thi hai vor chdng ¢t viéc tdn hwdng cudc sdng hdn nhan chi ¢ hai
ngwoi 1a dwoe ma, ding khong c6?” Kenta tim ki€m sy dong tinh to ni
nhan vién khach san.

“Véng, trén thé& gidi nay c6 rat nhiéu cdp vor ch'ong khac nhau. Quan
di€m sdng cling muoén hinh van trang,” ngwoi phy nir 1am cong viéc 1én k&
hoach t0 chirc ddm cudi tra loi mot cau vo thudng vo phat.

“Ciing c¢6 the... Xin 101, toi lai néi huyén thuyén mat roi. Ching ta ti€p
tuc nao,” Mayo stra lai tw th&’, ng'6i thaalng 1én.

Lic ra khoi trung tdm tiéc cudi sau khi chon anh xong, Kenta 1ién hoi:
“Chuyén khi ndy la sao?”

“Chuyén nao co'?”

“Chuyén an com tredc kéng ay.”

“A... cling khong c6 gi dic biét. Em chi hoi thic mic vay thoi.”

“Dao nay em hay nhic d&n chuyén con cdi nhi? Kiéu nhu mudn sinh em
bé ngay hay mu6n sinh ma’y dira gi d6.”



“Em nhéc nhiéu nhu vy sao?”

“Cé6 da’y. Chic ban than em khong nhin ra dau.”

“Nhwng em néi miy chuyén d6 thi ¢é gi la nao? Chiing minh sip cudi
roi, néi vé ma’y chuyén nhw thé’ mai 1a binh thwong da’y ch?”

“Ciling c6 th€, nhung khong hi€u sao anh ¢6 cam giac em dang d€ tam
chuyén do.”

“B&i vdy em moi ndi,” Mayo dirng chan, quay ngwoi vé phia Kenta.
“Em d€ tam chuyén do6 thi c6 gi sai? Bwong nhién em phai nghi d€n chuyén
chiing minh s€ cé con ch¥? Ban than em con dang di lam, khong nghi dén
chuyén d6 m¢i 1a vo trach nhiém day.”

Kenta chau may, xoe cd hai long ban tay vé phia Mayo.

“Anh hiéu ma. Em dwng chuyén bé xé ra to nhw thé chw.”

“Tai anh n61 chuyén ky quac da’y thoi.”

Ping lic d6, Mayo nghe thd'y chudng bdo tin nhin phat ra tir trong tdi.
Co néi: “Em xin phép mdt chiit,” r'oi 18y dién thoai ra.

Nhin man hinh, Mayo nhan ra d6 Ia tin nhén ttr mot ngudi ban cil & dudi
qué. C6 dodn ngay ra dé 1a tin nhin vé viéc gi. Chi ¢An doc doan mé dau
cling du bi€t ndi dung ding nhw c6 dang nghi.

Mayo budng ti€ng thé dai, doan nghiéng dau. “Lam thé& nao bay gio...”

“Sao day?”

“Ban em ra vé dw budi hop 1&p cdp hai. L'an nay cadc ban td chirc vao
Chti nhét, hinh nhw con mdi em 1a chwa trd 161 ¢6 tham dw hay khong.”

“Xem ra em ciing khong min ma cho 1dm nhi? Em khong mudn gip lai
cac ban hoc cii sao?”

“Khong phai em khong mudn gip, nhung chic gip nhau s& mét 1dm.
Ki€u gi cac ban &y chang moi bd em dén dy budi hop 16p.”

“Vay a? Moi nguoi thady dang kinh mot thoi d€n dw budi hop 1op au
cling 1a I& thwong tinh ma.”

“Véang,” Mayo dap. “Lan tred’c em ciing k€ v&i anh roi ma. Chuyén h'oi
cap hai em sdng nhr mdt cai bong ay.”

“Em c6 nhic d&n chuyén phai gitt y gitt k& d& khong tré nén ndi bat.
Nhung da’y 1a chuyén xwa roi ma.”



“Em nghi gio’ van thé thoi. L4n tred'c em ¢ di dy hop 16p cip ba, vira
gap cac ban em da nhw quay tré lai thoi &y. Tw cac m&i quan hé cho dén
cung cach néi chuyén ctia ho déu hét nhw xwa. Bon ban cuing thoi cap hai
toan nhitng dira nhin mit nhau & céi viing qué bé nhu mit mudi nén cé khi
con hon ca thé&” &y chir. Ki€u gi ching né ciing sé lai goi em la cdi mdy
nghe trom ciia thay Kamio cho ma xem.”

“Héa ra cac ban ting goi em nhw vdy a?” Kenta nhwdn may td vé ngac
nhién.

“Bon ho khong noéi theamg mdt ma toan xi xao sau lwng théi. Hinh nhw cac
ban bdo nhau la Néu lam viéc gi xdu trwoc mdt con bé do thi né sé mdch léo
voi thdy Kamio dé@y nén chiing may phdi can thdn. Chling coi em ¢ nhw 1a
gian digp ay.”

“Thé& thi té that. Nhung chic em ciing ¢ ban than cht?”

“Thi ciing c6 vai dira. C6 ban vira nhén tin cho em ciing 13 mot trong s&
day. Co ma hién gio em khong giao du voi cac ban 4y maYy.”

“Nhung n&u em khong d&n chic bd budn 1dm.”

“Em nghi bo chaamg ban tdm dén em dau. Nam nao hai bo con cling gap
nhau vai [an ma. Em chi s’ n€u em khong dén, b6 lai bi hdi nay hdi no thi
phién 14m. Ma thdi, ké di. Em sé thtt suy nghi thém xem sao.”

“Khoan da. N&u budi hop 1op dworce td chirc vao tudn sau, khdong chirng
em c¢6 mudn cling khong di dwoc &y chir.”

Mayo ciing hiéu Kenta dang mudn néi dé&n diéu gi. “Y anh 1a dich
Corona phai khong?”

“Pung roi,” Kenta gat dau.

“Thi tredng da phat bi€u la dich bénh dang c¢6 dau hiéu 1ay lan trén dién
rong. Vi thé&’, trong thoii gian gan, ra't ¢6 the€ ching ta sé phai thwc hién bién
phap gi do.”

“STAY IN TOKYO. Liéu ho c6 yéu cau nguoi dan khong dwoc roi khoi
Tokyo trong mot thoii gian khéng nhi?”

“D& th& 14m. Du sao thi ho cting da nhin dwgc mot bai hoc roi ma.”

Hai nguoi dang nhic t¢i COVID-19, mot ciin bénh truyén nhiém bét
ngudn tw virus Corona ching mdi, dwoee xdc nhian vao nam 2019. Ciing



nhw nhiéu qudc gia khiac, Nhat Ban dang lién tuc ¢ vao tinh trang kho ¢6
the ndi la da hoan toan khdng ché&” dwoe dich bénh.

Mot s& loai thudc diéu trj dd dwore x4dc nhan 14 c6 hiéu qud, s& ca méic
cling da gidm bot, bdi vdy hién tai dich bénh khéng qua anh hwdng dén
cudc song thong nhat. Song s6 ngwoi nhiém bénh van chua phai 1a con s6°
khong va thi thodng lai ting 1€n dot bi€n. N&u xdc dinh 6 ngu'6on lay con
do, chir treong hop khong xac dinh dwee thi ra't phire tap. Rat nhiéu bién
phap duoc dwa ra vi lo ngai dich bung phat. Cac bién phdp nay dwgc chia
thanh nhiéu mic d6, pham vi han ch& hoat dong cling rd't da dang, tw
nhtrng bién phdp co’ ban nhuw “tranh khong gian kin, tranh tip trung dong
nguwoi, tranh ti€p xdc gan, han ché ra ngoai khi khéng cén thiét” cho dén
yéu cau dong ctra trerong hoc, yéu cau tam ngwng kinh doanh ddi véi mot
sO0 nganh ngh€ nha't dinh.

Mot khi chinh quyén kéu goi ngwoi dan “han ché€ di chuyén tir Tokyo ra
cac tinh thanh khac” thi néu khong cé 1y do gi dac biét, ngwoi dan can tuin
theo. Mic dit d6 khong phai yéu cau bit budc, song chic chin ai ma khong
thie hién thi s€ bi moi ngwoi xung quanh nhin bﬁng con mit phan xét.
Khong khéo con bi chi médt goi tén roi tré thanh doi twong d€ cong dong
mang ném da.

“Nhu thé hoa lai t6t,” Mayo ndi trong ti€ng thé dai. “Né&u khong the ra
khoi Tokyo thi em ciing khdng c¢an phai lin tin 1am gi nita. Em c6 ving miit
trong budi hop 1op cling ch:flng ai nghi ngoi gi.”

“Trai lai, n€u dich Corona bung phat & Tokyo, c¢6 khi moi ngwoi & qué
lai trach ring dang liic r&i ren nhw thé’ ma con vac mit vé Ay chi.” Kenta
cwoi nhan nhéd. Gan day khi chi cé hai ngwoi voi nhau, du dang & bén
ngoai ho ciling thwong khong deo khau trang. Tuy nhién Mayo van tha sin
vai cai trong tui.

“Théi, ctr vay di.”

Trudc khi ca't dién thoai vao tdi, Mayo ki€m tra gio’. Nhan ra ldc nay da
hon b6n gio’ chiéu, c6 thdt 1én “Thoi chét,” doan gio man hinh vé phia
Kenta. “Da mudn theé nay roi.”

“Qi, chét d&. Chiing minh di mau thoi.”

Hai nguoi nhanh chéan ra sanh doi thang mdy. Ho dinh ti€p theo s€ di
xem phim. Rap chi€u phim vdn mé& cra binh thwong. Tredc diy nguoi ta



con d€ cach mot ghé’, nhwng gio thi ¢6 the ng'di sat nhau dworc roi.

Mayo dang s6ng mot minh trong toa chung cw cich ga tau di€n ngam
Morishita mot phit di bo. P6 1a can h6 chi gom mdt phong ngd rdng chirng
tdm chiu, b&p, phong tim va nha vé sinh, vy ma gid thué nhirng hon
100.000 yén mot thang. C6 mudn sdng & mot noi rdng rai hon va xem
chung viéc két hon voi Kenta sé bién wore mor d6 thanh hién thue.

Twong dwong khoang 20 triéu d6ng, thoi di€m nam 2020.

1 chi€u ti€u chuan c6 kich thwde 910mmx1820mm, khodng hon 1.65 m2.

Lidc Mayo tré vé nha va ngbi 1én giwong, chi€c dong hd d€ & dau
givong ¢6 dang chi 10 gior 40 phiit t&i. Sau khi xem phim cung Kenta, hai
nguroi da an tdi trong mot quan nhiu & Nihonbashi triedre khi tam biét nhau.
Thwong thi vao thr Bady ho hay & cung nhau tai nha cia mot trong hai
nguwoi, nhung dang ti€c hom nay lai 1a Cht nhit.

Mayo hién dang lam viéc tai phong cdi tao chung cw ctia mdt cong ty ba't
dong san ¢ Ichigaya. V6n di ¢6 vao hoc khoa Thiét k& cua trrong dai hoc
la vi ¢6 hirng thid vé&i linh vie trang tri ndi tha't, nhwng gitea chwng ¢6 lai
chuyén hwdng quan tim sang linh vigc phdi hop thiét k& cho tong thé cin
nha va quyét dinh nhim d&n muc tiéu tré thanh kién tric su.

Nakajou Kenta la dong nghiép dan anh cia Mayo & cong ty. Anh phu
trach mang nha da't nén tred'c day hai nguoi khong ¢6 mdi lién hé nao. Tuy
nhién, hai ndm trwde, nho co duyén lam cung ting nén hai ngwoi ¢6 nhiéu
co hoi giap mat. Ho bt dau hen ho céch day mot ndm redi. Kenta 1a ngwoi
cht dong moi Mayo di an, song ¢6 khong 18y lam ba't ngo. Sau vai Ian tro
chuyén, ban than co ciing cdm nhan dwgc Kenta c¢6 cam tinh v&i minh. Vé
phan minh, Mayo ciing khong hin 1a khong thich Kenta va chic anh ciing
nhan ra dréu do.

Ntra ndm truede, Kenta ngd loi cdu hon Mayo. Thoi di€m d6, con khing
hodng Corona vira tam ling xudng, Mayo ciing cé linh cdm 13 Kenta chuin
bi cau hon minh roi ddy, thanh th ¢6 khong qua ngac nhién. Nhwng ding



1 ¢d ciing thd'y nhe ca ngwdi. Ba mwoi tudi dau roi, cd khong ranh roi d€
yéu dwong choi boi.

Di nhién Mayo da dong y. Xem ra Kenta ciing doan truedc 1a khong doi
nao cO lai tir chdi, song anh van yén tAm ra mit.

Mayo da goi dién cho bd, 6ng Eiichi, d€ thong bao. C6 diéu c6 khong
n6i minh chuan bi két hon ma chi béng gié 1a muén bd" gip mot nguoi.
Nhung xem ra chi ¢An néi th& 1 dng Eiichi dd higu ngay roi. Ong con néi:
“Chtic mirng con, t&t qud r'oi. Chic cdc con ciing ban nén d& bd" 1én Tokyo
cho.” Mayo ¢6 th€ cdm nhin dwoc vé dwgm budn thAm dim trong giong
néi &y. K&t khi me c¢6 qua doii vi cdn bénh xud't huyét dwdi mang nhén
cach day sdu nam, 6ng Eiichi song c6 mdt than mdt minh.

Khong 1au sau d6, Mayo da c6 dip gidi thiéu Kenta voi bo™ tai mot nha
hang truyén thong & Ginza. Kenta to ra cang thflng la di€u hi€n nhién, song
khong hi€u sao ngay ca diéu cwoi ctia ong Eiichi cling rdt gwong gao. Du
vdy, Mayo van thidy yén tAm vi xem ra 4n twong cta hai ngwdi vé nhau
cling khong t&. Sau dd’y dng Eiichi da nhan xét vé Kenta rang: “B& thay nét
mit ciu Ay ra't twoi tin khi k&€ Vé cong viéc clia minh, vi th& bd nghi con
k&t hon v&i ciu Ay chic s& 6n.” Khi Mayo hdi diéu dé c6 nghia 1a gi, 6ng
Eiichi da trd losi nhw thé nay: “Mot khi ddm nhén c6ng viéc tu stra nha cira
thi con phai hi€u vé gia dinh d6, phai suy nghi xem ho sdng nhw thé nao d¢
dwoe thodi mai. Cé vé nhw cdu Kenta da tim thdy 1€ song trong cong viéc
Ay. Mot ngudi biét quan tAm d&n gia dinh ctia ngudi khéc chic s& khong bd
bé gia dinh ctia chinh minh dau.”

Mayo trdm nghi ki€u tw duy dé that ding v&i con ngwoi b6. Von 1a mot
gido vién day ngwr van, ong Eiichi ¢6 théi quen danh gid ban tinh cta doi
phuwong thdng qua cach ngwoi d6 néi nang hay Iya chon dé tai.

D3 1au roi Mayo méi ngdm nghi lai cAu néi khi 'y cta bd'. Hai thang nita
cd s& k&t hon, nhung trong tam trf ¢d, ndi lo 1dng con nhiéu hon ci niém
mong dgi. Chinh ¢6 cling khong bi€t li€u c6 thé coi d6 don gian chi la
nhtrng ba't an ti€n hon nhan hay khong.

Mayo voi tay 18y dién thoai, trong lic dang lwdt xem tin trén mot vai
trang mang xa hoi thi cd thdy ¢6 ngwoi goi d€n. Trén man hinh hién thj tén
Honma Momoko.

Mayo nha’c mdy, n6i: “Chao cdu, lau r6i khong néi chuyén nhi?”



“Léu gi ma lau. Sao cau khong trd 10 tin nhén cfa t¢?” Momoko hdi,
van bang cai giong the thé chang thay doi gi so v&i thoi cap hai.

“Xin 101, tai t& dang hoi bian khodn.”

L2 vu hop 1&p. Momoko chinh 12 ngudi nhin tin moi Mayo.

“Sao th&? Cong viéc ctia ciu ban 1dm 4?7

“U, ddy ciing 1a mot 1§ do.”

“Ttc 1a con ¢6 1y do khac w? Nay, dung bao véi td 1a ciu thad'y khé xi vi
phéi tham dy cuing thdy Kamio da'y nhé.”

“Khong hén 12 khé xt, t& chi khong mudn moi ngwdi phai gitt ¥ véi
minh.”

“Bon t& chang gitt ¥ gi dau,” Momoko pht nhin ngay lap tirc. “Bon
minh cling dau ba ca r'oi. b€ y may chuyén d6 ma lam gi? Cau dén di ma.
Khdng c¢6 Mayo t& budn 1dm. Va lai, vé qué ding 12 thich 1m daYy.”

“N6i m&i nhé, cau vEé nha bd" me dé roi a? Cam giac thé nao?”

Momoko da viét nhw vay trong tin nhin T4n truedc. Von di gia dinh
Momoko sdng & Yokohama nhwng vi anh chdong di cong tac dai ngay &
Kansai nén c6 &y danh dan ciu con trai hai tudi vé ngoai tir thang truedc.
Con can hd chung cr & Yokohama, nghe dau ho da cho mét ngwoi quen
thué lai.

“Thodi méi 1&m. Té c¢6 th€ nho va ong ba chim nom thing nhéc nén
cling ¢6 thoi gian cho riéng minh. Mayo ma vé day thi lic nao t& cling bd'
tri gdp dwoc.”

“Pung la tin tot that.”

“Chtr con gi? Thé nén ciu vé diay di ma. Cau dong y dy buoi hop 1op
nhé.”

“Khoan da. T& con chuyén cong viéc nira nén cdu cho t& suy nghi thém
nhé. Nhat dinh t& s€ trd 1oi ciu trong vong hai, ba ngay té&i.”

“T& hiéu roi.”

“Co’ ma khong biét tui minh ¢6 t& chirc hop 1op dwore khong nhi? Thién
ha lai dang nhang ca Ién vi Corona ma.”

“A.” Momoko thap giong, khong gidng v&i ¢d &y chit nao. “Bon t& c6
tinh d&n chuyén d6. Lép minh da xi chd & mot nha hang c6 khong gian mé



roi. bén lic d6, ching ta c6 th€ gian cach gh& ng6i & nha hang &y 1a on
ma.”

“Ra vay.” C6 v& moi nguoi déu da quen (rng pho véi con khiing hoang,
Corona nay da tré thanh chuyén thwong tinh. “Nhung nhw té&, khéo con
chaalng the’ ra khdi Tokyo ciing nén.”

“Y c4u 12 vy han ch& di chuyén ra khoi ranh gii tinh ding khong?”

“U, t& khong mudn bj ném dd vi vé qué vao thoi di€ém nhay cam dau.”

“Hw,” Mayo nghe thdy ti€ng cwoi khay cia Momoko. “Thé” thi, trwedec
khi mady Ong tinh trwdng lai dwa ra nhirng phat ngén ky quic, sao cau
khong vé quéch day ludn cho ro6i? Sugishita Xua't Ching cling lam thé roi
day.”

“Xua't Chiing? Thang Sugishita d6 47

“Phai, Sugishita Kaito 4y. Cu ta dan vor con vé qué tr tudn trede. Clu
ta bao tinh hinh Corona ciing ddng ngai, chwa k& con sip hop 1'p nén cu ta
da quyét dinh mau chéng khan géi khoi Tokyo. Cau ta con bao ‘Cong ty t&
dang trién khai hinh thic lam viéc tir xa nén khong can giam doc ¢ lai
Tokyo.” Céi tinh huénh hoang ctia thang dé van Chang thay d6i gi, van hét
nhw xwa 8y.”

“No6i thé chirng t6 cdu da gap cdu ta vai [an roi nhi?”

“Té moi gap cau ta mot Jan trong buoi hop ban vé vu hop 1op thoi.
Trong khi chang ai thém mdi cdu ta. Chic cdu ta mudn khoe khoang Ay
ma.”

Né&u chuyén Momoko k& 1a that thi ding 1a Sugishita vAn nhw xwa. Thanh
tich hoc tip xua't sic, mon thé thao nao ciing ctr khoi, chwa k& bd me con
giau c0, toan bd d6 dung cua ciu ta d€u la hang hi€u — d6 chinh 1a hinh
dung cuda 1i ban cung khéa vé Sugishita Kaito. Sau khi t6t nghi€p cap hai,
Sugishita thi vao treong ca’p ba dan 14p tryc thu6c mot treong dai hoc &
Tokyo. Céach day vai nam, Mayo nghe phong thanh céu ta da thanh 1ap mét
cong ty I'T va rat thanh cong.

“Ngoai ra con mot ngwoi nira, ngwoi huing ctia thi tran chdng ta ciing da
tré veé roi day.”

Nghe Momoko néi, Mayo khé nghiéng d4u, dién thoai van dp trén tai.

“Nguoi hung? Cau dang ndi téi ai thé?”



“Cau khong bi€t a? La Kugimiya, tac gia ciia Mé cung do ay.”

“O!” Mayo hd h6c mdm. “Thé& ha?”

“Nay Mayo, cAu ma quén ma't nguoi dan 6ng thanh dat biac nhat, khong
chi trong s& cdc ban cung khéa ma con clia toan treong ching ta 1a khong
dworc dau day.”

“Té khodng quén, nhung Kugimiya thi siéu sao qua nén dau to khong ndy
sO ngay dworc.”

“To hi€u, to cling th&” ma. Nhung bon t& dang ban tan rdt xom veé
chuyén Kugimiya s€ tham dw budi hop lop da’y.”

“Kugimiya ma dén thi hin moi nguoi s€ thé' r'oi.”

“Moi nguoi vu lgi that day. Hoi cap hai ai cling coi thwong ciu &Yy, goi
céu} ay la ‘con nghién /truyén tranh’, r'6i thi ‘Kugi o 1a’. Ma, chinh t& cling
chang ch6 ché meo lam \léng dwoc.” Trong dau Mayo hién I€n hinh anh
Momoko dang 1¢ lvoi. “A, phai r'6i. To' quén mat mot chuyén quan trong.
Moi ngwoi dang dinh gitra budi hop 16p sé t& chirc 1€ twdng nhd cho
Tsukumi d&y.”

“Tsukumi... Oi, that th& 2?” Mayo thiy 1ong minh xao dong, song co c&
khong d€’16 ra giong ndi.

“V&i lai, bon t& dang bao nhau 1a ai ¢6 thr gi goi nhd dé€n Tsukumi thi
nhdt dinh phdi mang d€n budi hop lop. Mayo, cu cling than voi Tsukumi
nhi? Cau c6 gi khong? Mot bire anh chang han.”

“Ha, cu dot ngot hdi vay thi sao t& nghi ra dworc.”

“Thé cau tim gidp to dwoec khong?”

“Ciling dwoc, nhung cdc ciu dung trong doi qud nhé.”

“Purng nodi thé” chir, cdu nhé phai tim dwgc thir gi ddy nhé. Bon t& dang
sOt xinh xich vi it tw li€u qua day nay.”

“Té biét roi. TG sé thiy tim xem sao.”

“Nho cdu nhé. Vay t& s€ cho’ dién thoai ctia ciu.”

“I\f, to s€ goi.”

“Xin 16i c4u vi goi dién mudn thé nay.”

“Khong sao dau.”

Sau khi cip mdy, Mayo nhén ra long minh dang ngdp tran bao nhi€u ky
niém. C6 1€ 1a b&i da l1au r'oi cd mai tro chuyén véi Momoko, chwra k€ con



duoc nghe nhic d&n ra't nhiéu cdi tén giy throng nhd'.

Tsukumi v?..

Nhé dén ngudi ban ¢6 than hinh vam v& nom ching giong hoc sinh cap
hai, cing khudn mit tuy ddy vé can treong nhwng vin con bung ra stra clia
mdt thi&u nién van chua ti€n d&n canh cra din vao th€ gidi clia nguwdi 16m,
trong long Mayo ddy 1én cam gidc hoai ni€ém thoang chiit ngot ngao va con
dau nhoi nhw cham vao vet thwong cu.

“La con gdi cia thdy Kamio thi sao nao? Cdu van la cdu thoi. Dirng bdn
tam dén nhirng lo'i ndi tao lao &y. Nhw thé’chéng phdi ngoc ldm sao?”

Nhirng cau néi manh mé€ ctia Tsukumi da khich 1€ Mayo. Chwa k& d6 con
la nhirng lovi cdu &y n(’)i ra trong lic dang nidm trén giwdng bénh. Mic dii cor
the da gay xop di, sdc mit ciing khong con troi tin nira nhung sy cirng coi
an trong 4nh mét 12p ldnh, tran tré stec song d6 thi vin chang hé doi khac
so v&i ldc Tsukumi con khde manh.

ba mwoi sdu ndm tréi qua k€ tr ngay Tsukumi ra di.

Mayo tham nghi néu nhw ciu &y van con sdng va dén dw budi hop 16p,
c6 1€ cd da dong y tham gia v&i td't ca niém hdo hirc.

Sau khi tdm rtra va chiim séc da dé mot lwot trwede gior di ngli, Mayo lién
chui vao giwdng. Trede khi tit dén, co ki€m tra dién thoai va thay tin nhin
“Chtic em ngd ngon” ctia Kenta. C6 nhén lai “Chiic anh ngti ngon”, doan
vGi tay tat cong tic dién.



Haraguchi Kouhei cdi ngwdi xudng, bau cdc dau ngén tay vao ctra sit
cudn. Cam giac khi cham vao kim loai that lanh, ludng khdng khi lot qua
khe hé& bén dudi ciing lanh. Au ciing 12 18 dwong nhién vi bay gio méi 1a
dau Thang Ba.

Haraguchi chung cd hai chan xu6ng tan, 13y hoi nhd’c bong ctra cuén
1€n. Canh ctra phat ra nhirng ti€ng canh cach chéi tai va cudn 1€n day manh
mé, nhung ki€u gi gitra chirng né ciling s€ ket lai & mo6t di€m. C6 1€ 1a do
truc gitra bi vénh. DU sao thi né ciing duwgrc dung su6t hon ba mwoi nam
roi.

Haraguchi go lién ti€p vao phia dwdi, c6 day canh ctra 1én. Trudce day,
cdu trng mudn mau chéng chuyén sang dung ctra cuén dién, nhwng r'oi cdu
da ném cai suy nghi &y vao di vang xa x0i.

C6 ba ctra cudn ta't cd, nhung tam thoi Haraguchi chi mé canh cia &
gitra, cdu bwdc ra ngoai, nhin ngé xung quanh. Trén con dwong hai lan xe,
thang hodc md&i c¢6 ddi ba chi€c 6 td6 con chay ngang qua. Ping thém mot
lic, sau cung Haraguchi cling trong thdy mot chi€c xe tai nhd xuat hién,
nhuwng 16 rang lwu lwong giao thdong da gidm hon so voi tuan truedc.

Trén via h¢ hau nhw ciing khong c¢6 bong nguoi. Haraguchi chi thdy &
phia xa kia m&’y dia tré con dang di bd. Xem ra chiing dang trén dwong t&i
treong. Cung thoi di€m nay nam ngodi, cac treong hoc & Nhit Ban déu
dugrec nghi. Nam nay khong biét ching cé dwoe nghi xuin s¢'m hay khong.
Haraguchi nh& lai may nguwoi ban ¢6 con nhd cia ciu da birc xic vé
chuyén cdc chinh tri gia chang biét md t& gi vé hoan canh thyc t& cia
nhirng gia dinh ma ca bd me cung di lam.

Haraguchi nhin dong h'6 deo tay. Pa hon 8 gio sang. P61 voi mdt khu
phd mua sim chi cdch nha ga cé vai phit di bo thi qua 12 thi&u nhon nhip.
Pa thé hom nay con la thir Hai. Xem ra nhirng ngay nhw thé nay s€ con tiép
dién mot thoi gian nira.



Haraguchi nghe thdy ti€ng dong & ngay bén canh. Nhin sang, ciu thay
ong chi ctra hiéu gdm s nha bén dang m& ctra kinh, bwdc ra ngoai, trén
tay xach tui ric.

“Chau chao chu.” Haraguchi ci't tie€ng.

“A, Kou da’y ha. Chao chdu,” chi ctra hiéu g&m st cdi mdi dau cit téc
ngén. Ong ta 16n hon Haraguchi ca chuc tudi c¢6 18, phu gidp cira hang twr
h'61 cdu con hoc cd’p mot.

“Tinh hinh hom nay th€ nao hd chi? Cé khach nao dit hen dén tham
quan trai nghiém @6 gd'm st khong a?” Haraguchi hdi.

Cha ctra hiéu go'm st t6 vé khong vui, doan 18c dAu.

“Lam gi c6 khach nao dit hen. Thidm chi hai hom thir Bay, Cht nhét vira
roi ciing chi cé ba khich cd thdy. Chd nghi tuAn nay chic con & 4m hon Ay
chi.”

“Vay a? Nhung chdu thdy m&i chi ¢6 & dich & Tokyo chr chwa 1y
nhiém trong tinh minh dau a.”

“Khong, khong. Chii nghi it nira thé nao & day cling c6 vai ca nhiém. Chi
léch vai gio voi Tokyo thoi. Trwdre gior van thé ma. R6i chinh quyén lai
kéu goi ngwoi dan han ché cdac hoat dong du lich, giai tri nhw moi ban thoi.
Lai bat dau chudi ngay cAm tic trong nha. P&n lic daYy, thién ha ciling
chaalng dodi hoai d&€n gom st gom sting nira dau.”

“N€&u thé thi ctra hang chau ciing gay go roi day.”

“Bén chau chic khong sao dau. N6i 1a han ché ra ngoai, nhwng c6 ai han
ch€ udng rwou dau. Trai lai, c6 khi don dat hang c4 nhan con tang ay
ch?”

“Khong dwore the” dau chid. Vi nhirtng ngwoi udng reo'u ¢ nha s€ mua ca
thung trén mang, loai ré tién &y a. Ctra hang chau chu y€u cung ca’p rwou
qué nén ding la chi ban dwo'c cho ma’y quan an hodc quan nhiu trong ving
thoi.”

“A, m&y ctra hang #n udng c6 khi ciing lai diéu dirng d&’y nhi? R6i con
cdc nha tro chic ciing khé khiin day. Hom qua chi c¢6 nghe chuyén & 1
quén Marumiya, th’y bao chwa gi da c6 ma’y khach hay dat phong roi.”

“Oi, qua nhién 13 nhw vay a.”



“L’an nay khong biét s& kéo dai bao 1au, nhwng chic 13 hai tuan t&i, ma
khong, khéo c6 khi ca thang t&i déu thanh cong c6¢c ma't. Gay go that daYy,”
chu ctra hiéu gd'm st néi, doan xach tdi rdc, quay lwng buwdc di.

Haraguchi buong mot ti€ng thé dai. Hotel Marumiya 1a 1 quan 1é'n nha't
vung nay. Nhin vao lwong khach hiy dat phong ciing cé th€’ doan dwoc dai
khéi tinh hinh gidm sut doanh thu. Khong phai doanh thu ctia quén, ma la
doanh thu cua cd khu vyc nay.

Haraguchi di vong ra bai ddu xe bén canh ctra hang. Chi€c xe tai ci ky
cua ciu dang dau & d6. Dong chwv Hiéu buén Haraguchi viét & hong xe da
bac mau nhiéu, song lic nay ciu chéng c6 tam tri ddu ma viét lai chtr moi.

Sau khi d4nh xe ra trudce ctra tiém, Haraguchi bat dau cha't reou 1én xe
de€ chuyén dén cac ctra hang. Pia di€m ma cau chuan bj dén, ngoai cac nha
tro ra con ¢6 cac quan nhau va quan an ntra. Moi khi phai c6 d&€n hon muoi
chd tat cd, nhung hom nay chi ¢ von ven ba chd. Da thé, s& lwong dit
mua clia modi noi déu it, d&n ndi thung xe cling bu'dn thiu.

Lic di quanh céc ctra hang d€ giao rwou, Haraguchi cdn sé'c hon niva. O
dau nguoi ta ciing bdo v&i ciu rang tir ngay mai ho khong c6 du dinh dit
hang ntra.

“Panh chju chir biét l1am sao. Chgng hy vong s€ cé khach dén. Néu chi
ban cho dan ban dia thi nhip rueou vao chi to thira mira ra da'y thoi,” dng
chit mdt quan nhiu, nguoi khéng bao 1au nira s€ budc sang tudi hoa gidp
chi nién, 4y nay noi. “Ma nobi thaalng ra thi day con la chuyén ti€p tuc mo
ctra dwore dén bao gior AYy. Toi con dang néi v&i ba nha tdi 12 ndm nay chic
sap khong tru ndi nira roi, chi con nwde déng cira thdi.”

Nghia la 60 tuoi.

Haraguchi khong biét lam gi ngoai im lang, git ddu. Thoi gian nay, di
dau cau cting chi nghe thdy cung mot cha d€. Tuyét nhién khong con nghe
dwore nhirng chuyén nhw kinh t€ kha kham.

Moi thir da thay doi vao mua dong nam 2020. Khong riéng gi ving nay.
Ca nwdc Nhat, ma khong, ca thé gidi da thay doi hoan toan. D1 nhién la do
anh hwdng cta chiing virus Corona mai.

Nghe dau & cdc khu phd mua sdm sam uat tai nhitng viing do thi, mot s&
lwong dang k€ ctra hang an udng da sip tiém. Tw cac cira hi€u ndi ti€ng
dwore ménh danh 1a 1au doi cho dén cac cau lac bd cao cdp da hoat dong



lién tuc su6t mwoi may ndm troi & Ginza déu lan lwot dong cia. Thé
nhung, chuyén twong ty ciing xay ra & nhitng dia phwong ma s& ca méic
khong 187y gi lam nhiéu. Pac biét & nhirng ving sdng dwa vao khach du lich
thi thiét hai cang lon.

Von di dan s6 & day da cheamg nhiéu nhan gi. V&i da phén cac ctra hang
an uéng dang kinh doanh & ving nay, qua nira doanh thu tréng cho vao
khach vang lai tr cdc ving khac t&i. Song tham hoa Corona da khién viéc
di lai gitra cdc tinh thanh bj dit doan, doanh thu cua td't ca cac ctra hang
déu gidm sit tram trong. Ngay ca sau khi chinh phd tuyén b6” do bd tinh
trang khahn cap, tinh hinh van chfmg thay doi 1a bao.

Nguwoi ta da cho ra doi ra't nhi€u loai thud'c diéu tri bénh viém phoi cap
do virus Corona chung m&i gdy nén va ciling dang ti€n hanh phat trién cac
loai vaccine htru hi€u. Song, phai chang dan ching déu c6 chung mot an
twong, rang liéu c6 phai nhip song s6i dong ngay nao s& khong bao gicr
quay tr¢ lai nira? Chi it 1a & thi trdn nay, Haraguchi cam thay nhw vay.

Ciing c6 liic cudc sdng thuwong nhat da ti€p dién nhu trede ddy trong mot
khoang thdi gian ngén. Ching han nhw thdng trede, mot lwong khach du
lich dang k& da ghé tham thi trdn nay. Vao cudi tuan, cac khach san, nha tro
déu kin phong. Gan nhw ngay nao Haraguchi ciing di quanh céc ctra hang
an udng d€ bo sung regru. Cira hang nao cling ndo nhiét, t nhan vién cho
dén chu quan, va nha't 1a khach hang, ai ndy déu vui vé.

Cé6 diéu, moi nguoi cling déu chuih bj sdn tim 1y cho viéc nhirng ngay
thang nhw vay s€ khong kéo dai 1au. Ho ciing da quen (rng phé v&i moi sy
thay doi. Gia du, chi can Thi tredng Tokyo tuyén b6 “Xac nhan bung phat
dich & Tokyo,” thi ngay ngay hom sau, xe tuyén truyén lwu dong cuia toa thi
chinh s& chay long vong khép thj trdn. Vira di ho s& vira phdt loa phéng
thanh d€ kéu goi: “Ngwoi dan vui long han ché” di lai t&i Tokyo va cac ving
lan cén khi khong can thiét.”

Pén lic do, tat cd s& chuidh bj sdn sang: “Cha, lai bat dau roi day.”
Khong chi s& lwong ngwoi twe thi trdn nay di chuyén dén Tokyo va cic
vung 1an cin gidm ma ca chi€u ngwoi lai cling vy, tirc 1a s6” lwong nguoi
t Tokyo va cdac vung lan can dén thj tra'n nay ciing s€ giam. Pwong nhién,
doanh thu cta cac ctra hang ciing sa sit. Tinh trang twong ty da lap di lap
lai khong bi€t bao nhiéu [an trong sudt may thing qua.



Céach day mot tuan, chinh quyén da lai phat di thong bao twong tw &
Tokyo. Ho dién dat theo ki€u “C6 dau hiéu bung phat dich”, néu dem vi
voi dy bdo thoi tiét thi né & mirc “Kéu goi chud y”. Song & thoi di€m hién
tai, ai cling hi€u nhiéu kha ning né sé dwoe nang 1én mirc “Canh bdo” ngay
thoi.

Trong s& nhirng sinh vién 1én Tokyo hoc dai hoc, nhiéu ngwoi da tré vé
qué tredc khi buwde vao ky nghi xuan. B&i néu cir bim tru mai & Tokyo,
chua bi€t chirng ho ¢c6 mudn ciing chealng ve duoce nurra.

Khong riéng gi sinh vién. Pay d6 con c6 cd nhirng ngwoi méc du lam
viéc & Tokyo nhung lai dit diu cd gia dinh vé qué. Mot nim nay, cic cong
ty da day manh chuyen hwong sang hinh thu’c lam viéc tir xa. Khong céan
dén cong ty ntra, hin nhién ngudi ta sé cho rang tot hon hét 1a trd vé song
& qué hwong, noi it ¢ nguy co 1ay nhiém bénh va cic quy dinh ciing twong
doi dé thé hon.

Giao rwou xong, Haraguchi cho xe chay vé hwdng khu dan cw trede khi
quay tré lai ctra tiém. Di chéch ra khdi truc dwong chinh mot chiit, dwong
sd chd nao ciing chat hep.

Trong ldc dwng cho dén d@d, Haraguchi chd y dén mdt tA'm bién quang
cdo bi vt & I€ dwong. Trén d6 ¢6 vé tranh minh hoa va bén canh dong chi
“Ng6i nha mé cung 40 — Dy kiéh mé cira thdng 5 nidm 20217 c¢6 mdt 10
thing to twéng. Haraguchi hinh dung canh ai d6 da vang khi€n né bi thing
nhw vay. Cang hy vong bao nhiéu thi ndi thd't vong khi bj phan bdi cang é
ché ba’y nhi€u.

Haraguchi dung xe tredc cira mdt ngdi nha. D61 voi cau diy 1a mot noi
ra’t doi quen thudc. C4u da lui t¢i diy tir khi con nhd nén chwa ting d€'y,
song khi nhin ngdm lai mot IAn nira cAu m&i cdm tha’y ngdi nha da xudng
cap kha nhiéu roi.

Tredc khi xuéng khdi xe tai, Haraguchi rit dién thoai di dong ra, chon
tén Kamio tor danh ba va bAm mady goi thir. Cau nghe chu6ng dién thoai do
hai, ba ti€ng song khong thay ai bit mdy.

Haraguchi tit dién thoai, nghiéng dau khé hi€u. Vira cit dién thoai vao
tdi cdu vira m& ctra xe, budc ra ngoai.

Trwdc cOng c6 treo tA'm bien dé tén Kamio. Haraguchi nhan nit dién
thoai ndi bd gin bén dudi.



Song khong thiYy ai tra 1¢i. CAu bAm thém I'4n nta. Nhung két qua van
vay.

La that, Haraguchi nghi. Ch?ing 1€ thay ra ngoai ro61?

Tuy ¢6 chit ngdp ngirng song Haraguchi vAn mé cOng, budc vao trong.
Gén dén cira nha, mic du dodn c6 the ctra dang khoa nhwng ciu van thir
Xoay nim cua.

Thé r'6i...

Cénh ctra mé ra dé dang. N6 khong khéa. Xem ra khong phdi chii nhan
clia ngdi nha dang di vng.

“Em chao thay,” Haraguchi 1o'n giong chao. Song chi c¢é ti€ng cdu vong
lai nghe tro'ng rong trén hanh lang mo tdi, khong mot 1o hdi dédp.

“Thay Kamio, thay c6 nha khong a?”

Sau khi xac nhan ding la khéng c6 ai trd loi, Haraguchi ling ting khong
bi€t phai lam sao. Li€u c6 phai da xdy ra chuyén gi khong nhi? Cau nghi
khong chung thay Kamio dang bj bat tinh, song cau khong quy€t dinh

dworc 1a ¢6 nén vao hin nha hay khong. Canh ctra trrdc mét ciu dang déng
im im. C4u biét c6 mdt ciin phong rong rdi diang sau canh cira ay.

A phai roi, Haraguchi swc nhé ra. Ngdi nha nay c6 viedn sau.

Cau quay ra ngoai tw ctra chinh, bwdc trén con hém men theo twong nha.
Cau nh¢ ngay xwa minh da tng dy tiéc nwdng & veon sau nay. Bira tiéc
tdp trung may dira ban d6ng nién cing s6ng gan d6. HGi &Yy, cdu va cic
ban da tdt nghi€p cap hai dwgc hon 5 nam. Thdy cdu mang rwou & ctra
hang d&n d€ gép vui, moi ngwoi 1ién ruc rich gom tién tra “vi thd’y 4y ndy.”
Lic cdu dinh tw chdi, chinh thdy Kamio da néi: “Khéng sao, em cr nhin
12y di. Nha em Ia cira hang ban rwgru ma. Cho du ¢6 1a ban be¢ than thi€t
dén may em ciling khong dwoe bi€u khong ngwoi ta cdi can ciu com cuia
minh dau.”

Nghe thay n6i, Haraguchi trdm nghi c6 1€ ding vay that, vi thé” cdu danh
nhian tién clla moi nguoi. Du da bao nhiéu nam tr6i qua k€ tw ngay
Haraguchi roi ghé nha treong, con ngwedi mang tén Kamio Eiichi d6 van 1a
vi an s soi dwong chi 161 cho ciu.

Ra khdi con hém 12 t&i viedn sau. Ca cdy hong nhd nim & géc vron 1an
nhitng chiu ciy cdnh dwoc x&p thanh hang canh d6 déu vin nguyén ven
nhw xua.



Song, 16 rang ¢6 mot cdi gi dat rad't la. C6 mot hang rao ngan cach voi
nha sau, tredc hang rao &y, nhirng thung carton bep dang x&p ch'dng 1én
nhau. Nom nhw ching dang gidu gi€m thir gi bén dudi. Pay khong the la
tdc pham ctia mot gido vién nghiém tiic va ngin nip nhw thady Kamio Eiichi
dworc.

Haraguchi rén rén lai gan. Trong 1dong c4u 1an 10n hai dong suy nghi, mot
bén cho riang phai chiing ciu nén coi nhw chwa thd’y gi va quay tré vé, bén
kia lai nghi cdu budc phai nhin thay thtt dang dwoc che gidu. Y nghi thi
hai d6 giong cam giac vé mot st ménh hon 1a 1ong hi€u ky.

Haraguchi dat tay 1én chi€c thung carton & trén cing. Cau vira moi 16i
chié€c thung &Yy Ién thi ta't ca cac thung phia dwdi Tan lwgt tregt xudng nhw
the mot ch'dng hang vira dd sup, d€16 ra thit dang nim 4h gidu bén dudi.



Chiéu thir Hai.

Diing lic Mayo vira ra khoi cong ty d€ d€n xem mot showroom lién quan
dén nha b&p thi dién thoai d6 chudéng. Trén man hinh hi€n thi s6” dién thoai
la. Tuy vay, ma vung lai ra't quen thudc. B6 chinh la ma vung qué c6.

Mayo vira nhdc mady thi nghe thdy giong mot ngwoi dan ong hoéi: “Day
c6 phai s& dién thoai ciia c6 Kamio Mayo khong a?”

“Vang...”

Pau day bén kia 1i€n xung tén. Anh ta la canh sat thudc s& canh sat dia
phwrong noti ¢ sinh ra.

“Ong Kamio Eiichi 12 b& caa c6 phai khong?”

“Pung vay, c¢6 chuyén gi v&i b6 t6i?...”

“Chuyén nay thyc sy rat kho ndi. Sdng hom nay, bd" c6 dwoc phat hién
tai nha ri€ng trong tinh trang bat tinh. Ching t6i xdc nhan 6ng dy da t&
vong.”

DAau 6¢c Mayo bdng tré nén trong réng, cd khong con nghe dwge giong
ndi cia d6i phwong nira.

Tw ga Tokyo, Mayo di tau ghinkansen khoing mot ti€ng roi tv d6 ndi
chuyé&n sang tiu t&c hanh tw nhan, ngdi lic lw trén tau thém gan mot ti€ng
ntra, cudi cung cling t&i dwgrc nha ga gan nha nhat. Ra khodi nha ga, Mayo
nhin quanh. Bai d4u xe rdng ménh mong bat ngét, lai con c6 v khd1 khong
gian cho xe bus va taxi cho d6n khach, tat ca 1a vi du lich dwoe coi 1a mot
trong nhirng nganh cong nghi¢p chinh ctia ving nay. Céc nha in hay quay
ban hang lrru niém ciing ndm san sat. Song, chi ngdm nhin tir bén ngoai thoi



cling dd hinh dung ra ring vao thi diém nay khé ma néi dwoce 1a ho dang
lam an phat dat.

Tuy la da't du lich nhwng ving nay khong c¢6 nhi€u dia di€ém tham quan
cho 18m. Mot ngoi dén c6 bé day lich s ma tén ctia ndé dwoc dit lam dia
danh la di€m hut khach nhat ving nay, ngoai ra thi day chi la ving dat c6
sudi nudre néng rat ddi binh thwong. Mic du vay, sdp t&i 1a mila hoa mo va
hoa anh dao né& rd, thwong thi thi tran s€ tap ndp khach du lich 1on tudi,
song nim nay thi qua thirc khong biét thé ndo. Chéic chin din ban dia dang
thap thdm 1am.

Mayo nghe néi nim ngoai qué c6 ciing diéu dirng nhw bao ving du lich
khéc trén khip nudc Nhat, ma khong, phdi néi 12 trén khip thé gi¢i. Do anh
hwdng cda virus Corona chiing méi, toan bd nganh du lich da bi ngwng tré
tr muia xudn cho d&n dau mua h¢. T mua thu ndm ngodi, cudi cung noi
day dan da cing dwgc don khach du lich tré lai, mac du vay leong khach
du lich van chang bang dwoc mdt phan ba lwgng khich ctia mia cao diém
cac nam truoc.

Mayo trong thdy mot chiéc taxi dang dd, bén trong xe, ngwdi tai x& téc
bac tring dang ngl gat. Tha'y c6 g6 vao ctra kinh, bdc tai bén mé cira ghé
sau v&i vé mdt mo’ mo’ mang mang.

“Chdu xin 161, chi m& cd cdp cho chdu véi.”

Mayo dang kéo theo mdt chi€t vali to. Vi khong biét dé€n khi nao maéi cé
th€ quay tré lai Tokyo nén quén do d6 dac, ctr nghi ra cdi gi 1a c6 nhét cai
do vao.

Sau khi 1én xe, Mayo néi cho bac tai dia di€m minh mudn dén. Nghe dén
s& canh sat, bac ta td vé ngac nhién.

“Co trr dau t¢i?” xe vira chay dwgrc mot doan bac tai da hodi, xem chwng
khong th€ nén noi sy to mo.

“Tokyo a,” Mayo c& tinh tra 1o cdc 16¢.

“A, ralaco vé qué ha?”

“Vang.”

“Ra vay. Hinh nhur dich Corona lai bit d4u buing phét r6i nhi?”

Béc tai td vé da hiéu, song chic hin béc ta vin dang thic méc khong biét
Mayo dén s& canh sat d€' lam gi. C6 trdm nghi né&u bi hoi dén thi that phién
ha, song béc ta khdng toc mach gi thém nura.



Mayo 148y may tinh bang ra khdi chié€c tii deo chéo, mé rng dung vin
ban. Dong dau tién ghi ngay thang hom nay va thoi gian ¢6 nhan dwoc dién
thoai twr canh sat.

Lic nghe canh sit bdo tin tim thd’y thi th€ dng Eiichi, du 6¢c Mayo hon
loan d&n mirc gan nhw moi dong suy nghi déu dit doan, nhwng r'éi y mudn
hédi xem chuyén gi da xay ra gitp c6 tinh tdo trd lai, di kho' sé. CO voi vang
12y sO va but ra khoi tdi, ghi chép lai ndi dung cau chuyén. Vi qua bang
hoang nén ¢ khong hiéu 16 14m nhitng gi dau day bén kia néi, gitra chirng
cO c phdi hoi di hoi lai may T4n song vién cdnh st van kién nhan giai
thich.

Noi dung dwgc ghi trong (rng dung van ban la Mayo chép lai t nhirng gi
cd da viét trong sO tay. Lic ngo6i trén tau, thi doc lai nhirng ghi chép d6 co
ma&i thd’y chir minh ngody qua, thé nay c6 khi chinh ¢6 ciling khdong doc noi,
vi thé" ¢6 da go lai sang ing dung van ban.

Trén (rng dung van ban c6 nhirng gach dau dong nhw sau:

» Khoang 10 gio sing ngay 8 thang 3, nhan tin bdo phat hién thi th€

e Dia di€m: Nha riéng cua Kamio Eiichi

e Nguoi bdo tin: Khach d&€n nha 6ng Kamio (Nam gidi, hoc tro clia 6ng
Kamio, khong r6 tén tudi)

e Thoi gian xdc nhén t& vong: 10 gio’ 25 phdt

e Danh tinh thi th&: Kamio Eiichi

e Thoi gian ti vong: Chwa xac dinh

e Nguyén nhan t vong: Chwa xac dinh (nhi€u kha ndng la 4n mang)

e Nguwoi than thich: Phong doan qua lich st cudc goi trén dién thoai c&
dinh

Tém lai 1a nhw vay. Sdng nay, mot ngwoi dan 6ng ghé thim nha b6 c6 da
phat hién thi th€ cia dng va bdo canh sat. Canh sat tirc té'c lao t&i, xac nhan
ong Eiichi da t& vong, song chwa xac dinh dwoc thoi gian va nguyén nhan
t& vong. Tuy nhi€n, qua xem xét vé b€ ngoai cling nhw tinh trang thi the, ho
tha’y r6 kha nang day 1a mot vu 4n mang va dang ti€n hanh di€u tra. Vi nan
nhan sd6ng mot minh nén canh sat quyét dinh lién lac v&i ngwoi than cia
ong. Trong nha cé dién thoai ban, va trén dé c6 dang ky s& dién thoai cua
Mayo...



Nghe néi ngwei d€n tham nha 1a hoc tro ctia 6ng Eiichi. Hién 6ng da thoi
ngh€ gido, b&i vay phai goi 1a hoc tro cli m&i ding. Chuyén khong 16 tén
tudi chic chi don gian 13 vi vién canh st goi dién cho Mayo chwa nim
dwoc thong tin, chir n€u dén s& canh sat hdi thi thé nao cling ra ngay thoi.

Mayo nghi khéng bié€t ching d6 lai 1a mét nguoi ban hoc cuing khéa véi
cO. Eiichi 1a mot thay gido dwgre nhiéu hoc tro ai md song cliing khong dén
muc hoc tro nang dén choi nha. Cé dodn ai d6 da ghé qua vi chuyén lién
quan dén budi hop 1&p du ki€n dwore t6 chire vao Chil nhit.

Mayo cit mdy tinh bang vao tdi, dira mit nhin ra bén ngoai ctra sd liic
nay da chap choang t&i. Xung quanh dwgrc bao boc b&i nhirng day ndi thoai
thoai, nha dan nim san sat hai bén con duwong thzfmg tip, hep d&n ndi khong
¢ ca dai phan cach & gitra. S& di Mayo thay nhi€u bai dau xe nhw vay la
bdi dan vung nay khong th€ song thi€u 6 t6. Chuyén mot hd gia dinh s&
htru d&€n ma’y chi€c xe hoi cling khong phai 1a hi€m.

Mayo biét ra't rd noi nay, vdy ma c6 lai cam tha’y lac 16ng nhu th€ vira
dat chan dén mot da't nwde xa la. C6 1€ vi dang & vao tinh canh bat thuwong
nén c¢d6 méi khong thé tin hwdng cdm gidc thwong nhé boi hoi, ddu rang
day 12 noi chon nhau cét rdn clia c¢d. Ngay ca trong twdng twong Mayo
cling khong dam nghi minh s€ tr& vé theo cai cach nhw thé nay.

Vién canh sat goi dién cho Mayo néi ring ho di x4c dinh dwoc danh tinh
thi th€, song néu dwoc ho vAn mudn c6 xdc nhén lai, bdi viy Mayo da tra
loi 1a s€ vé qué ngay. N6i vdy nhwng ¢d con phai chuan bi va cling can
thong bao tinh hinh cho nei 1am viéc ntra. C6 da xin phép tredc voi vién
canh sat 1a c6 the€ dén t6i moi vé duwoc.

Sau d6, Mayo tirc tdc quay tré vEé cong ty, thong bao tinh hinh cho cap
trén. Ngay ca 6ng s&€p thwong ngay van vo duyén vO ¢& cudi khinh khinh
lic &y cling phai nhan mat.

Trudc méit, hom nay Mayo s& vé sém va xin nghi phép tr ngdy mai cho
dén hét thir Sdu, tuy thudc tinh hinh ma c6 thé€ c6 sé khong quay lai cong ty
trong mot thoi gian. C6 1ién lac v&i khach hang cling nhw cac bd phén lién
quan, c& ging lui lich hét sttc c6 the, con nhitng k& hoach khong thé tri
hodn ¢6 danh tim nguwoi thay thé. Nhirng cong viéc ¢6 the€ lam tir xa ma
khong can dén cong ty, c6 déu dem hét vé nha. Trong vali cia c6 c6 nhét
ca may tinh xach tay va cdc tai liéu li€n quan dén cong viéc.



Trudc khi 1én tau shinkansen, Mayo goi dién thong bdo cho Kenta bay
gior da rovi cong ty. Anh 4 khau khi nghe ¢6 néi bd minh da mat va ra't c6
the da bi ngwoi ta sat hai.

“Em cling khong biét cu th€ thé nao. Gio’ em s€ dén s& canh sat d€ hoi
chuyén. Khi nao binh tidm tr¢ lai, em s€ lién lac v&i anh sau.”

“Anh hiéu r'6i,” vi hon phu ctia Mayo néi bang giong nhw th€ phai cd hét
strc m&i ran ra dwore. “Néu anh ¢é thé gitip dwge gi thi em ¢ ndi nhé. Néu
em mudn, anh ciing s€ xin nghi.”

“Cam on anh. Dén lic d6 em s€ ban v&i anh,” Mayo néi roi cip may.

Vwra nh¢ lai cudc tro chuyén véi Kenta, Mayo vwa ty hdi li€u c6 s€
mudn murgn bo vai anh vao ldc nao nhi? Hai ngwoi van chwra k&t hon. Ma
dau chi c6 th&, néu nhw gia dinh ¢6 veedng vao mot vu an mang thi gio
cling khong con 1a thdi diém thich hop d& nhic d&n chuyén cwdi xin.

Vi mai chuan bi nén Mayo khong con dau 6c d€ thong tha suy nghi vé
tinh the hién tai. Song khi ngdm nhin canh vit qué hwong nhu th& nay, cdm
giac chin thyc vé mot bi€n c¢6 ngoai strc twdng twong vira ap d€n moi tw
twr buia vay 187y tdm tri co.

Vi dudng it ngd tw nén bac tai cling khong phai dirng chd’ dén dé. Chéng
may ch6c Mayo da t&i triede s& canh sat.

Co kéo vali di vé phia cong chinh. S& canh sat 1a mdt toa nha ba tang cii
ky, nom chfmg c6 vé uy nghiém cho 1dm, n&u nhrr khong c6 may chiéc xe
canh s4t x&p thanh hang trong bai ddu rong thénh thang, dé chirng Mayo da
twdng nham diy 12 mot trung tAm cOng dong gi d6 roi. Ngam ra, diy 1a Ian
dau tién c6 dit chan dén s canh sat nay.

Trong tha'y vién canh sat tré tuoi mac dong phuc ding & cira, Mayo bén
trinh bay viéc cia minh. C6 nhitng twdng anh ta khong hieéu minh dang néi
dén chuyén gi, song khdng ngo’ vién canh sat lai gat dau.

“T6i ¢6 nghe néi r'oi. Mo ¢b di 161 nay.”

That la 13 anh ta con dich than din Mayo di. Canh sit & Tokyo chic
khong lam chuyén nay. Ping 1a ving qué cé khéc. Vién canh sat tré tudi di
t&i qudy ti€p nhan thong tin, sau khi trao doi gi d6, anh ta lién quay trd lai
chd Mayo.

“Ho nhén c6 cho & ddy. Ngudi phu trach s& ra ngay bay gio.”

“T6i hieu roi.”



Mayo vira ngdi xudng chi€c ghé& sofa nho ci kj & phong cho thi mot
ngudi dan ong trung nién sai budc t&i. Anh ta khong cao 1dm nhung than
hinh to ngang, gori cam giac day quyén uy.

“Xem nao, co la...”

“Con gai ctia 6ng Eiichi,” Mayo ding day.

L'0ng ngyc nguoi dan 6ng phap ph'dng nhw the dang diéu chinh lai nhip
thé, doan anh ta gat dau.

“T6i xin gti 151 chia budn siu sic t&i co. To6i rat hi€u tAm trang clia cd
lic nay.”

“Xin 10i... Thi th€ b téi dang & dau vay?”

“Vang, d€ t6i dan co6 di. Mo ¢6 di 161 nay.”

Thay nguoi dan 6ng ca't budc, Mayo lién theo sau.

Vwa di anh ta vwa ty gidi thi€u vé minh. Anh ta tén la Kakitani, t0
tredng TO hinh sy. Xem ra day khong phai vién thanh tra da goi dién cho
Mayo.

Phong chita thi th€ ndm & tang ham. C6 mdt chiéc giwdng dit chinh gitta
cin phong lanh 180 nom hét nhw c4i kho chita @6, 6ng Eiichi dang nim trén
d6. Mt pha khiin tring. Bén canh la chigc kinh gong tron. N6 chinh 12 mén
d6 thwong hiéu ctia dng tw thoi con dieng trén buc giang.

“Xin 16i... C6 phai mit bd' toi bi gi khong?”

Mayo trom nghi n€u nhu trén mat bd cd c6 nhirng ve€t theong tan khoc
thi c6 s& phai chudn bj tam 1y tredc khi g& bd tA'm khin tring ra.

“Mit &y a? A khong, khong c6 gi didc biét dau. Chinh t6i da pha khin
cho Ong &y, nhwng khdng c6 1y do sau xa gi ca. Toi chi nghi [am vay s€ t6t
hon thdi. Kinh ctia b6 ¢ da bi roi xudng dat.”

“Vay a?...”

Mayo cham rai lai gan, ron rén vén tam khan che mat.

bing nhw Kakitani néi, c6 khéng thd’y c¢6 gi ba't thweong trén khudn mat
bi che khud't bén dwdi tAm khén tr?mg. Co6 dréu, nhin khuén mit cia mot
ngwrdi da dén tudi x& chiéu nhim mét nhw thé dang ngl say, trong khoanh
khic Mayo ng& nhw d6 1a nguwoi khdc. C6 ty hdi mit bd minh trong nhuw
th&” nay sao, r'oi ngay 14p tic nhén ra dé 1a vi khuoén mat 4y dang vo cam.
Thwong ngay 6ng Eiichi von la nguoi ¢6 vé mat ra't phong phi. So véi h6i



ay, khuon mat 6ng Eiichi ma Mayo dang nhin thdy ldc nay lai binh than
nhw mét na kich Noh, chflng heé bi€u 16 bat ky cam xuc gi.

“Sao r'6i?” Kakitani hdi v&i tir ddng sau.

“Puing 12 bd’ t61, khong ¢6 nham 14n gi cd,” ngay gidy phiit thd't ra ciu tra
loi Ay, trong 10ng Mayo bdng trao ding mot cdm xtic nghen ngo.

Khi thira nhan thi th¢ dang nim d6 12 bd minh, c4i hién thuc nghiét nga
ring minh dd mAt di gia dinh quy gia bdng dung ap d&n véi cd. Ngay lic
Mayo nhin ra mit minh sip dd tng 1én, nwdc mét co bt dau tudn roi. Co
dinh 18y khidn mui soa tw trong tdi ra nhwng khong kip. Nhirng giot nuwdc
mét roi 14 chd xudng san.

Mayo khé€ cham vao ma bd. Cai cam giac lanh 1€o va cing dor &y cang
khic siu thém ndi tuyét vong trong 1ong cd.

Mayo nhim mét, nhé lai xem I4n cudi cing minh gdp bd 13 khi nao. Hai
bd con da néi chuyén gi. Th& nhung, di ¢6 ¢& ging 16i ngwore dong ky tic
dén dau ciing chi c6 th€ tim thAy nhitng ky niém da xua cii 1dm roi.

Sau nhi€u 4n hit thé that sau, cudi cung Mayo 12y khan mui soa ra khoéi
tdi, chA&'m 1&én khée méit. Co ngodi lai nhin Kakitani, héi diéu ¢c6 dang mudn
bi€t nha't: “Chuyén gi da xdy ra v&i bd toi vay?”

“To6i s€ giai thich cho c6. V€ phan minh ching t6i ciing c¢6 nhiéu di¢u
mudn hdi. Gio ¢6 ¢6 th€ danh chit thoi gian cho ching t6i khong?”

“Khong thanh van dé. b6 l1a ly do t6i dén day ma.”

“Vay chiing ta ra chd khac nhé.” Kakitani mé ctra phong.

Anh ta din Mayo t&i mot phong hop nhd. “Xin ¢d che mot 1at,” néi roi
Kakitani ra khoéi phong. M2’y phiit sau, anh ta m@ ctra budc vao, theo sau
con ¢6 may nguoi dan 6ng khac nira. Trong s& d6 ¢6 ca ngwoi mic dong
phuc, trdng c6 vé quyén cao chirc trong. Ai nd’y déu td vé nghiém nghi.

Kakitani ng6i xudng d6i dién Mayo, cam tap h'6 so’ co' A4 trén tay.

“Vay toi xin phép dworc trinh bay cu thé dau dudi cau chuyén. Nhung
trede d6, cd ¢6 the€ cho ching t6i bi€t cd da lam gi tr sang hdm kia cho dén
sang nay khong?”

“Sao co...” Mayo bdi rdi. Co khong the hi€u ngay dwoc ¥ nghia cla cau
héi d6. “Anh héi ai co’? Toi a?”

“Dung vay.”



“Nhung anh hdi the"de’ lam gi?”

“To6i xin 10i.” Kakitai chong hai tay xudng ban, cdi ddu. “To6i s€ gidi
thich v&i ¢ sau, nhung vé phia canh sat, ching tdi nhan dinh day 1a mét vu
an cyc ky nghi€ém trong. Dy dodn sé phai diéu tra trén di€n rong. Chiing toi
can xac nhan voi ta't ca nhirng nguwoi co lién quan d€ xem ho c¢é kha ning
dinh liu dén vu 4n hay khong. Khéng cé ngoai 1€ nao ca. Chinh vi th&’, mac
du hiéu cd van chwa th€ binh On dwge tAm trang trede sw ra di cia Ong
Eiichi nhung ching tdi vAn man phép dit cAu hoi khi&€m nha nay. Mong ¢
hi€u cho.”

Mayo dwa mét nhin nhitng ngudi khic. TAt cd déu dang cii dau traim
ngam.

Mot Tan nita, cd cdm nhan dwoc ring day khong phai chuyén nhd. Ban
than ho cling dang ra't cang théng.

“T6i hi€u r'oi.” Mayo tra loi Kakitani. “HOom kia tdi & nha ca ngay, don
dep r'6i gidt gii. Sang hdm qua, t6i va ch'dng chwa cwdi chay loanh quanh
chd nay chd kia d€ chudh bi, roi thi hop ban cho ddm cudi. Cé ca dia chi
lién lac va ngwoi phu trach nén cac anh cr viéc xac nhan v&i ho. Sau dé
chiing t6i di xem phim. Xem phim xong chung t6i di dn. Ch'ong chwa cudi
cta toi tén la Nakajou Kenta. Khoang 10 gio’ 30 phit téi vé dé€n nha, sang
nay toi van di 1am nhw moi ngay. T6i xin hét.”

“Cam on cd. Co n6i ngay hom kia cd & nha ca ngay, vy c6 & mot minh
ar’

“Vang, mot minh t61.”

“C06 khong ra ngoai chut nao sao? bi an chéng han?”

“T6i khong ra khdi nha. Nhwng budi tdi t6i ¢c6 goi mdt quan dan gan nha
mang d'0 toi.”

“Tén quan an la gi, ldic d6 khoang may gio?”

“D6 1a mot quan an chuyén phuc vu cdc mén Tay co tén la Namputei. Toi
nh& khong nham thi lic d6 vao khoang 7 gio t61i.”

“C0 ¢6 hay an ¢ d6 khong?”

“Trudc day toi hay t&i d6 #n. Tir khi c6 dich Corona, quin d6 bét dau cé
dich vu giao @0 an tan nha cho khu vyc 1an can nén thi thoang t6i cé dat.”

“Thé& nghia la ¢6 cling quen mat nhan vién giao hang phai khong?”



“Pung vay.”

“T6i hi€u r'di. Xem nao, cd doc lai tén quan cho t6i voi.”

“Namputei.” Mayo con chi ca cach vi€t chtr Han cho vién canh sat.

“Puwoc ro1.” Kakitani nhin xudng tdp hd so dang cam trong tay. “Vay
bay gio’ toi s€ gidi thich khai quat vé vu an. Co c6 bi€t ngwoi dan 6ng tén la
Haraguchi, hoc tro cia 6ng Kamio Eiichi khong?”

Mayo khong ma't nhiéu thoi gian d€ chuyén céi t€n d6 thanh chir Han
trong dau minh. N&u khong nham thi d6 1a con trai mot ctra tiém ban rwowu.
Ky trc v€ cdi dang vé khoi hai cia ciu ban thoi cap hai tla vE trong tam tri.

“Trong s& cac ban hoc cua tdi cé mdt ngwoi tén 1a Haraguchi Kousuke. ..
A, Kouhei thi phai.”

“La Kouhei. Anh Haraguchi &y chinh 1a ngwoi da ghé qua nha 6ng
Kamio Eiichi vao sidng nay. Theo 1o khai cia anh Haraguchi thi hdm qua
anh &y c6 goi dién cho 6ng Eiichi vao ca ban ngay va budi t6i vi chuyén
lién quan dé&n budi hop 16p sidp dwoe t& chirc nhuwng khong tha’y 6ng Eiichi
bit mdy, sdng sdm nay goi lai vin khong c6 ai nghe, anh &y thdy hoi lo
l4ng nén di tim d&n nha.”

Kakitani k& ti€p nhw sau.

Haraguchi bAm chu6ng dién thoai ndi bd nhwng khong thdy ai trd loi.
Miic dii nghi bung khong biét c6 phai dng Eiichi di ving khong, nhung khi
cdu dinh m¢& ctra thi nhan ra ctra khong khéa. Cau da goi v&i vao trong
nhung khong th@y ai dap. Vi ndn na khong mudn vao hin nha khi chwa
dwore phép nén Haraguchi da di vong ra vweon sau d€ ki€m tra tinh hinh
trong nha. Thé& roéi ciu trong thdy & géc vieon ¢6 may chi€c thung carton
dwoe gép lai dang x€p chong l1én nhau nhw d€ gidu gi€m thr gi d6. Cau
ngd ngtra khi bd nhirng thung carton d6 ra. Boi thir dwore gidu bén dwdi 1a
mot con nguoi. Pa thé con ¢6 vé giong mdt xac chét, Haraguchi 1ién bao
canh sat ngay tai chd, khong con dau ¢ dau d€ x4c nhan xem d6 c6 phai 1a
ong Kamio Eiichi hay khong.

“Nhitng chuyén xay ra sau d6 chic cd di nghe néi roi nhung tdi cling s&
gidi thich mot cdch ngén gon. Canh sit tirc tdc lao t&i va x4c nhin ngudi
dan 6ng dang nim d6 di tk vong, dong thoi dya trén 1o khai cda anh
Haraguchi ciing nhw bang 14i xe tim thay trén thi th&, ching tdi phan dodn
ngwoi d6 ¢6 the€ 1a dng Kamio Eiichi. Khi vao trong nha tim ki€m thong tin



lién lac ctia ngwoi than, ching t6i da tha'y dién thoai ban cé dang ky s6” dién
thoai v&i tén clda cd Mayo va theo 1o khai ciia anh Haraguchi thi ¢6 chinh
la con géi cua 6ng Eiichi.”

Kakitani ngang dau 1én khéi tap h'0 so, hoi: “Dén day cd c6 cau hodi gi
khong?”

“B& t6i...” néi dén day giong Mayo bdng dung khin dic. C6 héing
giong, noi lai. “Bo to1 da by sat hai sao?”

Kakitani li€c nhin nhitng nguoi ¢6 vé 1a cip trén cua anh ta, sau d6 méi
dwra mét tré lai Mayo.

“Chiing t6i cho rang nhiéu kha ning 12 nhw vay.”

“B6 t6i... da bi sat hai nhw thé nao vay? Khi ndy... lic nhin thi thé cha
ong, toi khong 1o 18m.”

“Chuyén dé,” Kakitani néi, doan lai li€c nhin cdc cap trén cia minh roi
m&i 14c d4u. “Ching t6i chwa thé néi dwoc gi. Sau diy ching tdi s& chuyén
thi the€ ctia 6ng Eiichi cho bén khdm nghiém phdp y. Cho dén lic dé, chiing
toi khong the phat ngon tuy tién dwoce.”

“B& t6i khong bj ddm chém bing dao hay thit vii khi gi d6 diing khong?”

“Xin 101, tdi chwa thé trd 1o dworc.”

“Hay la 6ng &y bi danh?”

Kakitani im lang. Mayo khong biét anh ta dang phd nhan, hay dang tw
chdi trd loi.

“Con hung thu thi sao? Vwra ndy cdc anh con hdi ca chirng cir ngoai pham
clia tdi, chitng td cdc anh van chwa bit dworc hung thii ding khong?”

“Vang,” Kakitani ddp. “Chung tdi chi vira m&i bat dau diéu tra.”

“Con manh md&i? Cac anh da ¢c6 manh m&i gi vé hung thu chwa?”

“Nay c6!” Ping lic Kakitani dang dinh néi gi d6 thi ¢6 ti€ng ngwoi chen
ngang. Nguwoi dan dng mic dong phuc, nom cé vé la ngwoi quyén lyc nhat
trong s& nay nhin Ma/yo. “Nhitng chuyén dé cd ctt d€ chiing tdi lo. Bing
moi gid ching toi s€ bat dworc hung thi.”

“Nhung céac anh...”

Mayo dinh ndéi ti€p 1a “... cho tdi bi€t mdt chit ciing dwore chir sao?”
song cO cd nén lai. Ti€t 10 thong tin chi ti€t cho gia dinh nan nhan cung



chang ich gi cho viéc diéu tra. C6 1& canh sit dang nghi nhw vy, va xem ra
do cung la sy that.

“Chung t6i hdi cd dwoe chir?” Kakitani ngd y.

“Xin moi,” Mayo dap.

“Cau hdi cua td6i nghe cé phan cii rich, nhung ¢6 c¢6 nghi ra chuyén gi
khong? Pai loai nhur b& ¢d ¢6 bat hoa vdi ai d6, hay ¢ dinh lfu d&n ric roi
g1 d6 khong?”

“Toi chaamg nghi ra chuyén gi cd,” Mayo phu nhan ngay 14p tirc.

“C0 ¢6 the' nghi ky hon dwgrc khong?”

Mayo cham rdi 1ic dau.

“Sau khi ra khdi nha, trén dwdng t&i ddy tdi dd nghi mai. C6 ndm mo' toi
cling khong ddm nghi bd minh lai bi st hai, nhung t6i ciing cho ring k& ca
b& t0i khong pham phai sai TAm gi di ntra thi van c¢6 the bi ngwdi ta thi
ghét, ki€u nhwr 1am on méc odn hay bi ghen in tirc & gi d6, vi thé toi da suy
nghi d moi nh&€. Nhung qua thyc t6i khong th€ nghi ra chuyén gi. Theo toi
chuyén nay chi ¢6 th€ la ki€u giét nguoi bua bai, gi€t nguoi vo co gi do
thoi.”

Mayo nén cam xuc, khi da ndi xong cd quay sang nhin Kakitani. Vién
canh sit chép chép mét, khé gt gu.

“T6i da r6. Vay t6i xin d6i cau hoi. Trong nha 6ng Kamio Eiichi, tirc nha
bd me ¢d, c6 thir gi dat tién hodc quy hi€m khong? Hay c6 thé néi 1a thir gi
do c6 nguy co’ bi ma't trom ciing dwoc.”

Mayo tron xoe mét. “DAay c6 the'1a tdi 4c clia mdt tén trom uw?”

“Chung t6i cling dang nghi t&i kha nang d6. C6 thd’y thé nao?”

Xem ra da c6 dau vét chia ké nao d6 dot nhap vao nha. Vwra nay Kakitani
néi rang anh ta da tim ki€m trong nha va biét dwoc thong tin lién lac cua
Mayo tir dién thoai ban. N&u ctra nha dang khéa, chéc hin ho da khong ty
tién di vao. Hinh dung canh twgng can nha bi ké nao dé luc tung Ién cang
khi€n tam trang Mayo thém phéan u am.

“Tdi khong nghi ra thir gi ca. It nhat t6i chua tirng nhin thd’y nhirng thi
nhw vay trong nha.”

“Vay a? Nhung liéu ¢6 c6 the€ kiém tra gidp ching t6i xem nha cd cé bi
mat trom thr gi khong?”



“Khong van d@é gi, nhwng di ngay bay gio a?”

“HOm nay muon roi, d€ sang mai cé dwoe khong?”

“Puoc. Toi ctt t¢i thing nha 1a dwoc ding khong?”

“A khéng, ching toi s& d&én d6n c6. C6 da quyét dinh chd tro dém nay
chwa?”

“R01i, to1 s€ tro & Hotel Marumiya.”

Vién canh sat goi cho Mayo ldc ban ngay da ngd y mudn c6 hop tac giw
nguyén hién treong trong mét thoi gian, bédi vy c¢6 da gip rdt dit phong
tro. Qué co6 tuy con thi€u thon nhung diu sao ciing 1a dat du lich nén ¢
khong gap kho khan gi voi viéce nay.

“Hotel Marumiya phai khong a? Toéi hieu ro6i.” Kakitani ghi chép lai,
doan ngang mat Ién néi: “Nhan tién cho t6i hoi, cd c6 bi€t gi vé k& hoach
ctia 6ng Kamio Eiichi cudi tuan tredc khong? Chaalng han, ¢6 c6 nghe dwoc
nhtrng thong tin dai loai nhw 6ng &y dy dinh di dau, gdp ai khong?”

“To1 khong nghe dwgre thong tin gi dic biét. Vi dao gan day bd con toi
khong hay lién lac v&i nhau cho 1dm.”

“Vay 2?...” Kakitani lai liéc mét thim do cAPp trén clia minh. Phai chiing
ciu hdi vira r'oi cia anh ta ham chira mét ¥ nghia quan trong gi d6?

Sau d6 Kakitani hdi Mayo I'an cudi cung cd gdp b6 l1a khi nao, hai ngwoi
da néi chuyén gi v&i nhau. D6 ciing 1a nhirng diéu Mayo nghi dén khi dirng
triedre thi th€ 6ng Eiichi khi nay, song lic nay cd cling khong nhé dwoc gi
1o rang, danh tra 10 rang Man trude co6 vé qué 1a Tan cudi cling hai bd con
gap nhau nhung c6 khéng nho da néi chuyén gi voi bd'.

Cudi cung, canh sat yéu cau Mayo lam ra't nhi€u thu tuc. Pai loai nhuw
chap thuan d€ ho diéu tra dién thoai di dong cta 6ng Eiichi hay 18y gidy
dang ky cw trd va so ho tich. Mac dau cam thdy khong thodi mai khi phai
phoi bay doi tw ctia bd song Mayo van gat di cdm xudc céd nhén, ty nha d&
phuc vu cong tic diéu tra thi chzatng con céach nao khéc.

Mayo roi s& canh sét lic hon 7 gior t6i. Kakitani tién ¢d ra tan ctra. Anh
ta con ngd y goi taxi gidp nén cd quy€t dinh don nhan sy nhiét tinh &Y.

Sau khi goi dién lén tong dai taxi, Kakitani vira cdt dién thoai vao tdi
trong vira cii ddu ay nay.



“Co mét 14m phai khong? That xin 16i ¢d, tw nhién lai bi cd ddm ngudi
vay quanh. Tai ving nay hi€m khi xdy ra an mang nén nhirng nguoi dirng
dau s& chiing tdi cling dang cam thay ganh nang dat trén vai.”

Xem ra nguoi dan 6ng quyén uy ban ndy la s& tredng s& canh sit.
“Khong sao dau,” Mayo déap gon Ion.

“Tdi hi€u cadm gidc cta cd, chic hin bay git c6 dang dau budn 1§m. Mot
ngwoi dan 6ng dwgc moi ngwoi ton kinh d&€n nhw thé” ma lai bi sat hai, toi
chi ¢6 the n6i day ding la mot bi kich phi 1y. Chinh t6i cling cdm thay cam
th tén hung thu d6 tw tdn xwong tay.”

“Dén nhu the¢’ v?” Mayo quay sang nhin Kakitani. “Anh bi€t bd toi sao?”

“Vang,” anh ta dap. “T61 cung 1a dan vung nay. H6i hoc cdp hai, toi
dwoc thay Kamio day mén ngtr van.”

“A... héarala viy.”

“Nha't dinh toi s& bét dwore hung thii. Tdi xin hira.”

“Cam on anh. Trim sy nho cdc anh,” vira ndi loi cdm on, Mayo vira
gdm nhd'm cam gidc dwge clru rdi di it di.

Cudi cung taxi cling t&i. Vao gidy phit roi khéi s& canh sat, Mayo chot
nh& ra Tan tro chuyén cudi clng gitra hai bo” con. D6 1a ldc ¢6 goi dién
thong bao cho dng Eiichi vé lich trinh hom dién ra ddm cwdi. Ngay trwdc
khi ctip mdy, bd" c6 di néi: “Cudi cung Mayo ciing sip thanh cd dau roi.
Con phai hanh phic dd'y nhé.”



Nghe tié€ng chudng bdo thitc, Mayo mé& méat. Cd v&i tay 14y chigc dién
thoai d& canh giwdng, tit chudng bdo thirc. BAy gior dang 1a 7 gio sdng.
Nhirng tia ning gay gt lot qua khe rém.

Cudi cung troii cling sang r'oi.

Dém qua Mayo da thitc gidc ma’y I4n. Nhin ra ctra sO thidy troi van to1
den nhw muyc, cd dinh ngu ti€p nhwng khong tai nao ngu sau gia’c dworc.
Liic ndy ciing th&’, cd m& mét khong phai vi tié€ng chudng béo thirc. Pu éc
cb da tinh tdo tw 1au r'6i, chi 1a c6 khdng c6 strc ng'6i diy nén cr cudn tron
trong chan.

Mayo 14y h&t quy&t tAm 14t tung chiin ra, ng'di bat day. Pa l1au 14m rdi cd
m&i ndm ngd trén chi€u tatami, nhwng d6 khong phai Iy do khién cd ngt
khong ngon gia’c.

Khu6n mit 6ng Eiichi, khuén mit clia ngwoi bd” da lia tran ma c¢6 nhin
thd’y trong phong chira thi th€ da in sau vao tam tri co.

b6ng thoi, trong dau ¢6 Tan lwot sdng lai hinh anh 6ng Eiichi khi con
manh khde ciing nhw nhitng khoanh khic ca gia dinh vui vé bén nhau, mdi
Tan nhw thé ndi dau don lai 4p dén, bia vay 14y ¢6. Tham chi, Mayo con
rovi vao trang thai cam ghét ban thin, ¢6 nghi minh ding la dira con géi vo
tam khi tin twedng mi quang rang bd' s& mai khde manh nhw thé"

Mayo di vé& sinh roi ra bon rira mit. Mit miii ¢o that ning né, chéc 1 do
thi€u ngd. Khudn mat Mayo trong gwong tuy chwa d&€n mic c¢6 quang thim
dwéi mit nhung 16 rang dang rat thigu sinh khi. C6 ding hai tay vd bom
bop vao m4, ¢t d€1én diy cot cho ca da dé 14n tinh thdn minh.

Chd ¢b tro I'4n nay c6 phuc vu bira sdng. Mic du chéng thi€t an udng gi,
song Mayo van quyét dinh t&i nha dn. C6 1€ hom nay s&€ 12 mdt ngay rit
dai. N&u khong bd bung thit gi chic co’ the ¢d khong chdng d& ndi mat.

Diing ltic Mayo ¢Am dién thoai Ién thi thi'y ¢6 tin nhin. LA cta Kenta.



“Chao em. Em nga dwoc chiit nao khong? Chic anh ciing nén dén d6 véi
em thi hon nhi?”

T&1 qua Mayo da goi dién cho Kenta d€ k&€ vé ndi dung cudc trao doi &
s& canh sat. Khi bi€t nhiéu kha nang day 1a mdt vy an mang, anh mot [an
nira td ra rat ngac nhién. Chic hin Kenta ciing lo l4ng khong biét chuyén
dam cuwdi sé thé nao song anh khéng ndi ra. C6 1€ anh nghi gio khdong phai
lic d€'lam vay.

Mayo suy nghi mot 14t, doan nhén lai: “Em ngt khong say gid’c nhung
van khée 1&m. Tredc mit hdm nay em sé& vé nha. Em di mot minh dworc nén
anh dung lo.” Mot mét ¢6 mudn c6 Kenta bén canh, nhwng mat khac cd lai
c6 cam gidc minh khong dwoc phép y lai vao anh. Kenta ciing ¢6 nhirng
viéc riéng can lam. DU sao hai ngwoi van chwa phai 1a vo chong.

Lic dén nha &n, ngoai Mayo ra khong ¢6 vi khach nao khdc. Ngim ra thi
t t6i qua dén gio’ ¢d chwa nhin thdy béng ngwoi nao & I quan nay. Mot
phén vi dang la ngay thwong, nhwng cling ¢ th€ 1a do anh hwdng cia dich
Corona.

“Chao ¢0,” mot ngwoi phu ni trung nién mac tap dé don da chao Mayo.
T61 hom qua lic nhan phong cd da bi€t ngwoi phu nir nay chinh 1a ba chu.

Xem chirng Mayo ¢ the ngdi ba't ¢t chd nao, bdi viy cd quyét dinh
ng'6i xudng chi€c ban danh cho bén ngwoi & géan cira sG.

Ba chi bung thirc an t&i. Mot bira sang truyén th6ng voi moén cad nwdng
1a chti dao. Nhin mén ct céi xay nhuyén di kém, Mayo bdng hoi thém #n.
“Ch4du md&i ¢6,” Mayo chdp hai tay vio nhau 14m bam, doan cAm doi diia
dung mot Tan 1€n.

Vwra hip mot ngum canh miso thom ling, Mayo da cam thd’y ta't ca cac
t&” bao trong co’ theé nhw birng tinh. Mén cd nwdng cling rat ngon miéng, c6
trdm nghi n€u nhw day chi don gidn 1a chuyén du lich mot minh thi hanh
phiic bi€t maYy.

Mayo d&€ méit d&n tAm poster ddn trén twong khi di dung dworc khoang
mot nira bira sang. D6 1a birc tranh minh hoa vé mot ciu thanh nién tré tuoi
voi vé mat qua cam dang tréo 1én mot vach da cheo leo, dung dirng. Mayo
cling bi€t r6 nhan vat &y. D6 1a nhan vat chinh trong mdt tic pham truyén
tranh noi ti€ng.



Trén tAm poster c6 dé dong chur “Quy€t tam xay dung Ngoi nha mé cung
do! Dy ki€n m¢& ctra thang 5 nam sau.”

Mayo chot nh¢ ding 1a ¢6 chuyén da’y that. Hinh nhw ¢6 da doc dwoc
qua tin trc trén mang.

Trong lic Mayo dang suy nghi mo mang thi c6 ti€ng nguwdi bit chuyén:
“Co dén day cong tac a?” Ba chu It quan dang lai gan, cam a'm tra rét thém
vao chén cia Mayo.

“A vang, dai loai vdy,” Mayo tra 1 14p Ikng. C6 c6 cam gidc néu ndi
nha minh & day thi s€ bj hdi nay héi no.

“Vay a, va't va gh€. Pang lic thé nay...”

biéu bd ba chli nhir mu6n néi chon lic nao khong chon lai chon ding lic
dang c6 da'u hi€u bung phat dich nhw thé nay.

Ba chu chi tay vao tA'm poster: “Co c6 bi€t cai nay khong?”

“Chau c6. Mé cung nhitng bo ndo do ding khong a?”

Hay thwong dwoc goi 1a Mé cung do. Gidi tré bay gior cir thad'y céi tén
nao hoi dai mot chut 1a lai muon rit ngﬁn lai.

“Chéc to6i nén g& tAm poster nay xudng thdi. K& hoach d6 da bi phd sin
roi ma. Nhung khong hié€u sao toi van ctr thd’y ti€c,” ba chi néi.

“Du ki€n m¢& ctra vao thang 5 nam sau cd nhi?”

Ba chi It quan né mot nu cwoi thi€u ndo, thi€u strc song.

“T6i dan t&m poster d6 tr ndm ngodi vao dip dau nim moi, nén thuc
cha't 1a thang 5 ndm nay ddy. Lic d6 c6 nam mo’ t6i ciing khong ddm nght
dich Corona lai khi€n moi chuyén thanh ra thé nay.”

“Chau nh¢ khéng nhdm thi d6 1a k& hoach téi hién lai can nha trong Mé
cung nhitng by ndo do phai khong a?”

“Phai, phai,” ba chu gat dau. “Thuyc ra tac gia ciia b phim hoat hinh nay
vOn xud't than t ving nay day.”

“A,viy a7

Di nhién Mayo bié€t diéu d6, song ¢6 vo’ nhir méi nghe Tan dau.

“Trong bd phim do, thi tran ma nhan vt chinh sinh sdng deoc 18y hinh
mau tr ving da't ndy. Vi the’ ngwoi ta da dé xud't y twdng tai hién nguyén xi
cdn nha cua nhan vat d6. O day c6 viét nay: Ngdi nha mé cung do.”

“Pé 1a ngdi nha noi S6’Khong Azuma chim vao gid’c nga phai khong a?”



Mayo ndéi ra tén nhan vat chinh.

“Pung r6i,” ba chil nheo méit cwdi thda man. “Co ciing thich Mé cung
nhigng bd ndo do a?”’

“Truwde day thi thoang chau cé doc.”

Nghe cau trd 1o clia Mayo, ba chi tron xoe mét td ¥ hoii ngac nhién.

“Doc, y ¢6 la doc truyén tranh 4?7 Con gai ma doc truyén tranh thi hoi
hi€m nhi?”

“Bé&i vdy chau m&i néi 1a chi thi thodng 1dm mdi doc.”

“Vay a? HOi ra truyén tranh, to1 chealng hay biét gi. Nhung may thing
nha toi thi mai mé xem b phim hoat hinh do, t6i bén hdi sao cac con xem
say swra th&’, ching tra 1o 1a vi n6 ra't hay, lai con m6 phong thi trad’n minh
nira. The 1a thi thodng t6i cling xem. Thay nhirng dia di€m quen thudc
duwoc tai hién nguyén ven trén phim, t6i vui 1dm. N6i the’ nhung mdi tap chi
c6 mot doan ngdn 13 quay canh thi trai'n nay théi.”

“Tai vi bdi canh chinh ctia né la & trong mé cung ma.”

“Cai mé cung da’y ding la hoanh trang that. T6i cwc ky than phuc tac gia
vi ¢6 th€ nghi ra mot thir nhw thé”. Khong biét rdt cudc dau 6c cia nhirng
ngwoi viét truyén tranh cau tao nhw th€ nao nhi,” ba chil vira than thé vira
dwa mét nhin 1&n tAm poster mdt T4n nira, doan bt ngd budng ti€ng thé
dai. “Néu khong c6 dich Corona thi chic gio nay & diy phdi ndo nhiét
18m.”

“K& hoach xay Ngoi nha mé cung do bi dung tir khi nao vy c6?”

“Ho ra quy€t dinh chinh thitc vao khoang thiang 6 nidm ngodi. Nhung
tred'c d6 cling ¢b tin d6n 1a né s€ bi dinh chi roi. Ai ma bi€t mot nam nira
dich Corona sé chuyén bi€n ra sao, va lai cho du c¢6 khong ché&” dwoc it
nhi€u thi cling cheamg ai dy doan dvoc lwong khach dén day nhw thé nao.
Vi thit cdc fan hAm md phim hoat hinh kéo t&i nghin nghit thi Iic d6 nguoi
ta lai quay ra s¢’ 1ay bénh. Moi canh ctra déu déng co6 a.”

Cau chuyén ba chu néi cheamg cO gi ding ngac nhién. The  van hoi Tokyo
bi hoan, Disneyland déng ctra trong mot thoi gian dai. C6 thé€ ndéi nhirng
hoat dong kiéu nhw mé cira mot phong ky niém phim hoat hinh vao nam
sau chi 1a mot cau chuyén hao huyén, phi thyec.

“Pang ti€c that, chic 12 c6 nhiéu nguwdi mong chd né 14m,” Mayo néi.
D6 khong phai mot cau néi xa giao ma thye tdm c6 nghi vay.



Ba chu gat dau, sau d6 lién nhan mat.

“Néu chi ti&c thodi con d&, ding nay cé rat nhidu ngwdi phdi chiu ton
tha't ndng n€ co’.”

“Vay cora?”

“Vay day. Von di k& hoach d6 khong phai do mdt cong ty & dau & dau
khéi xwdng ma né dwoc dé ra nham vuce day thi trdn. Toéi ddm chic dan
vung nay da rét twong doi tién cua vao ddy. Nghe dau trong s6 4y con ¢6
nhirng ngwoi ban ca da't dai to tién d€ lai cdt d€ xoay tién. Cong trinh da di
dwoc khoang bay mwoi phéan trdm roéi, nhwng sd tién ho bd ra cho dén lic
Ay nao c6 dugce hoan lai dau.”

“Ra nong ndi d6 co a..

Chuyen xay ra ¢ noi chon nhau cit ron ctia minh vy ma Mayo lai mu
t1t Chéc héin ong Eiichi cling bi€t nhirng chuyén nay, song ¢6 1€ dng cho
ring c6 k& cho ¢6 con gdi dang 1am viéc tan Tokyo ciing chang de’lam gi.

Ba chl I quan nhin 1én dong h'6 treo twong roi cudng cudng xua tay.
“Xin 16i quy khach, bit co phai ngdi ti€p chuyén tAm phao v&i tdi roi.”

“Khong dau a.”

“Moi cd thong tha dung bira. NEu mudn thém tra, c6 ctr goi téi bat cwr
lic nao nhé,” ba chd néi, doan ci't budc uyén chuyén roi di.

Mayo lai ngdm nhin tdA'm poster, c6 chim chi nhin dong chit Tdc phdam
cia Kugimiya Katsuki. Hinh dnh ddang nguoi nhd thd, gy tong teo, lic nao
cling cim mit xudng dat ma di van con lwu lai trong mot géc ky trc cia
Mayo. C6 hoc chung 1op voi Kugimiya tr ndm lop 8. Mot thi€u nién
khong 18y gi lam ndi tréi nhw thé lai ¢6 th€ cho ra doi mot taic pham giy
sOt, tao ti€ng vang khip nudc Nhat, bdi vay twong lai cia con ngudi ding
la khong th€ biét trwdece.

Nghi dén day, Mayo chgt nhé ra. Tsukumi Naoya, cdu ban da qua doi vi
bénh tat va Kugimiya Katsuki von than v&i nhau, lic nao cling nhw hinh
voi bong. Mayo con nhé cho d&n triede khi nga bénh, Tsukumi von 1a mot
thu linh, vi th& Kugimiya thwong bi néi xau sau lwng la “ké bam dit
Tsukumi™.

Theo 1oi Monoko thi trong bud6i hop 1op toi diy, moi nguoi cung s€ to
chitc 1& twdng nhd cho Tsukumi Naoya. C6 1€ vi the ma Kugimiya dit chic
chén ra’t ban ron nhung van tham du.



An sing xong, Mayo tré vé phong. Trong lic cd dang trang diém thi c6
ti€ng chudng dién thoai. La Kakitani. Anh ta hdi xem khoang mot ti€ng nira
toi don c6 dwore khdng. Mayo trad 1o dworc.

Sau d6, co 18y dién thoai trong phong goi cho 1€ tan, 1am thd tuc gia han
thoi gian tro. Xem ra hom nay co chwa thé quay vé Tokyo duorc.

Mayo vira chuan bi xong xudi dau da’y thi Kakitani lai goi. Anh ta da dé€n
tredre cira Itr quan.

Mayo voi vang di ra, thA'y mot chi€c sedan dd trén dwong, hai ngwdi dan
ong dirng bén canh. Mot nguoi 1a Kakitani, ngwoi con lai 1a mét thanh nién
tré. Ca hai déu mic com-lé. Mayo khong khdi ngac nhién bdi c6 chic mam
ho s& di xe canh sdt t&i, song ngdm ra thi lam vay s& gdy chi y qua mat.

Mayo ng6i canh Kakitani & gh& sau. Thanh nién tré kia c6 vé la nhan
vién phu trach lai xe.

“C0 da binh tdm lai chiit nao chwa?” Xe vwra xua't phat dworec mot lic thi
Kakitani hoi.

“Vang thi, cling tam tam.”

“Chuing tdi ra't hi€u tdm trang dau khd clia co, nhung d& sém bit dwoc
hung tht chiing t6i cling mong c0 s€ hop tac trong qua trinh diéu tra.”

“T6i hi€u. To6i mdi 1a ngwoi phai nho’ cdy cac anh méi ding.”

“That khong ddm. Vay t6i xin phép vao chu dé chinh ludn, khong biét
sau dd’y c6 da nho ra chuyén gi lién quan dé€n vu 4n Tan nay chwa? Chuyén
nho nhat thoi cling dworc.”

“Chuyén d6, d&m qua t6i cling da thw suy nghi ra't nhiéu nhung...”

“C06 khong dodn ra dugrce gi a?”

“Xin 16i anh.”

“Co6 khong cAn phdi xin 16i. Nhitng treong hop nhw vdy chi€m phén
nhi€éu ma.”

“Véang,” Mayo vwa gt dau vira suy nghi vé y nghia thwc sy trong cau
noi ctia Kakitani. Nhirng treong hop nhw vay nghia 1a sao nhi? Nghia 1a ¢6
nhiéu treong hg’p nan nhan bi sat hai mot cach vo 1y ma khong can 1y do gi
dac biét? Hay thyc chat 1a ¢6 ton tai dong co’ gi€t ngwoi nhwng nhiéu khi
ngwoi than trong nha khdng nhin ra? Khong hi€u sao Mayo cd cam giac
phai chiing Kakitani néi ra ciu d6 v&i y nghia thit hai. Chéc hin anh ta cho



ring mot dia con géi roi nha 1én Tokyo sinh s6ng sao c6 the nim long hét
moi tht vé nguoi bd” & qué nha.

Tié€c 1a Mayo khong th€ pht nhan diéu dé. C6 1€n Tokyo hoc dai hoc r'oi
cit the’ di 1am va bit dau cudc sdng thi d6 ma chéng buon veé qué 18y mot
Ian. C6 vé thi cling 14m ciing chi mot, hai T4n va hau nhw T4n nao ciing ngl
lai doc mot d€m. Dao gan day b6 cd c6 thu vui gi? Ngay cd mot cau hoi
nhw thé” Mayo ciing khong th€ tra loi cho tron ven.

Nhwng, ¢6 1€ moi chuyén da nhw vy tw tred’c khi Mayo roi khoi nha roi.
C6 khong nhé gi vé viéc minh da tieng quan tdm dé€n nhirng chuyén cia bd'.
Ma khong, phéi néi 1a ¢6 khong ¢ y dinh quan tim m&i ding.

Mayo tuyét d6i khong ghét bd gi bd. Co6 ra't yéu quy bd va con kinh
trong dng nita. C6 diéu, ding 1a hai bd con di cd” ging d€ khong can thiép
qua sdu vao doi tw cia nhau.

Nha Kamio c6 truyén th6ng lam nghé gido & trong vung tw doi nay qua
doi khac. Nghe néi dng cd ctia Mayo day mén Khoa hoc xa héi, con 6ng
ndi c6 day ti€ng Anh. Theo 10 k€ clia b ¢6 thi 6ng chwa ting nghi dén
ngh€ nao khac ngoai ngh€ gido, lic chon treong dai hoc, dng cling chi phan
van xem nén chon van hoc Anh My hay van hoc Nhat Ban, hodc 1a 1an san
sang con dwong vin hoc Trung Qudc. Ong quan niém vin hoc ¢& dién du
ctia quoc gia nao di chang ntra cling déu la kho tang chan ly ctia con nguoi,
chic chén sé tré thanh kim chi nam d& nguoi ta day db con tré vé dao lam
ngwoi. Rot cude Eiichi da chon van hoc Nhat, nhwng 1y do chi don gian “vi
ca ngwoi day va ngeoi hoc déu la ngwoi Nhat”.

Lic Mayo dén tuoi nhan biét thi 6ng Eiichi da trd thanh mo6t nhan vat
nirc ti€ng trong ving. Mot phian cling vi nhiéu nha c¢6 quan hé giao du véi
gia dinh Mayo tw thoi 6ng ¢6” hay 6ng ndi cd, nhwng trén hét 6ng Eiichi noi
ti€ng nho tAm long day dd ddy nhiét huy&t doi véi ddm hoc trd. Mayo
cling tirng m&y I'4n nghe nguwdi ta binh pham rang, ngay ca v&i nhitng dira
tré c6 van dé, va khong, chinh vi ching c¢6 vAn dé ma 6ng ludn sin long
trao dGi voi gia dinh ching. Tham chi ¢é IAn 6ng con dirng vé phia hoc
sinh, ch6ng dd1i ca nha treong.

Tw h'6i ti€u hoc, Mayo da dwoc goi 1a “con gdi thdy Kamio”. Khi d6 ¢6
khong cam thiy khé chju. B&i mdi I4n ho goi Mayo nhw vy thi thé ndo
cling keém theo nhirng 1oi ca tung danh cho bd ¢d. Lam gi ¢6 ai khé chiu khi
bd minh dwoc khen ngoi co’ chir.



Thé& nhung khi Mayo Ién cap hai, vao hoc trirong ciia b6™ thi moi chuyén
lai khac. Vi it hoc sinh nén chi ¢6 hai 1&p. Trong gio hoc, viéc thdy bo
dtng trén buc gidng khién Mayo khong thodi mai, Iic nio ¢ ciing cdi gim
mat xudng. Co6 cling ngd ra thay gido Kamio Eiichi khong chi 1a mdt gido
vién hién lanh va biét diéu. L& dwong nhién, thiy ciing ra't nghiém khic
voi nhirtng hoc sinh thi€u nghiém tic. Ngay cd chuyén thdy mang trong
minh tinh béo tha, khong bd qua mdt 16i vi pham nho nhit ndo ciing 12 mot
diéu ma tred'c d6 Mayo khong hé hay biét.

Mot hom trén dwong di hoc vé, Mayo bit gip cdc ban cling 16p dang
choi & cra hang dién tr. Mot dira trong s6° d6 phat hién ra Mayo, lién thi
tham gi dd’y va&i 1d ban. Lic d6 Mayo da ¢6 de cam chfmg lanh, y nhw rang
may hom sau né da tré thanh hién thyc. Pam ban d6 bi goi 1én phong gido
vién nhic nhé. Nghe dau 12 do mdt ngudi dan bio v&i nha tredong, song
bon chiing khong tin. Chiing do4n gia dodn non va lan truyén tin ¢'on ring
chinh Mayo da mach 1éo v&i thdy Eiichi. Toe hdm d6 tré di, mot s& ban
cling 1&p Mayo bét d4u c6 thdi d6 xa ldnh cd.

Di nhién khong phai Iic nao Mayo ciling toan gidp chuyén xui xéo. Trong
dam hoc tro cua 6ng Eiichi cling c¢6 khong it ngwoi ngwong md thay gido.
Ho cw x& voi Mayo mot cach thodi mdi, gidng nhw khi cw x&¢ v&i nhirng
ban cung 16p khéc.

Song né€u bao nhirng nam thang cap hai cia Mayo khong hé ngdp thé thi
s€ 1a n6i d6i. Nghi dé€n dia vi cua bd, di nhién Mayo khong dwoc phép phd
Vo cdc quy tdc treong hoc, ¢o ciing phdi tuyét doi tranh 1am nhirng viéc
khi&n cho cdc gido vién khdc nhic nhé. C6 can dat thanh tich trén mot mikc
nhdt dinh, chwa k€ du ¢6 ba't man gi v&i treong hoc cling khéng dwoe ho
he néi ra. Va trén hét 1a c¢6 phai chd y d€ khong tré nén noi bat.

Mot hoc sinh wu td, kiém loi va gidn di. D6 chinh la vai dién ma Mayo
phai dién sud't thoi cAp hai.

Di nhién ¢6 ciing gitr khoang cach v&i bd. Ngay ca khi & nha.

Co6 1€ ong Eiichi cling da cam nhan dwgc va hi€u cho nhirng cam xuc d6
cuia con gdi. Mayo nhan thdy ngay ca lic & nha, dng Eiichi cling khong ¢6
y quay tr& vé quan hé cha va con gdi. Ong tuyét d6i khong néi nia 17
thuyét gido va cd ging cu xt v&i cd con géi hoc cAp hai nhw mot nguwoi
lon.



M&i quan hé d6 van tiép dién ngay cd sau khi Mayo Ién cap ba. C6 1&
ong Eiichi cam thay ngai ngan khi dot nhién phai th€ hi€n bo mat ciia mot
ngwoi cha. V€ phan minh, Mayo ciing cam thdy khong thodi mai trudc
viéc dén tudi nay r'oi con nhong nhéo véi bo'.

M61 quan hé gitra hai cha con sudt ba nam Mayo hoc cap ba 1a nhw vay.
D€ r'6i hai bd con cir ti€p tuc mdi quan hé d6 cho dén tdn ngay hoém nay
ma van chwra th€ xich lai gan nhau di chi mot bude.

Chinh vi th€’, Mayo mu tit vé b6. Du 6ng Eiichi bi sat hai, ¢6 cling chéng
c6 thong tin gi d€ cung cap cho canh sat.



Xe dung tai mot dia di€m da qud ddi quen thudc vdi Mayo. Trén dwong ¢
vai ba xe cénh sdt va xe wagon dang dd, hai vién canh sit mic dong phuc
ding tredre ctra nha Kamio.

Buwdre ra khoi xe, Mayo nhin ddm dam ngdi nha cda minh va hit thé that
sau. Ngdi nha ki€u truyén thdng c6 hang rao bao quanh vén di la do dng
ndi Mayo xay nén. C¢ cach vai nam gia dinh ¢6 lai tu stra teong ngoai r'oi
mai nha, b&i vay ngdi nha ciing c6 chiit ki€u cach phwong Tay hoa cung nét
Nhat. Pa 1au réi Mayo mdi lai ngdm nhin ngdi nha nhw thé nay, nhung v&i
tw cach la mot ki€n truc sw, c6 thdy day la mdt ngdi nha c6 phong vi la
lung.

Ctra nhitng chi€c xe cdnh sat va xe wagon dang d6 md ra. Vai ngudi dan
ong mac com-1€ ndi nhau buwdc xuéng. Hau hét moi ngwoi déu deo khau
trang. Pang 1y ra diy s€ 1a mot canh twgng ky quéc, song tir thoi bung phat
dai dich Corona thi chuyén nay da tré nén hét sirc quen thudc.

Mot ngwdi dan 6ng budce dén chd Mayo. Ong ta khdng deo khau trang,
dd6i mét hip tit nhe mit cdo. Poi mit d6 nhin chdm chdm Mayo soi méi,
d6ng thoi hdi Kakitani: “Pay 1a con gdi cia nan nhan?”

“Vang. Pay la c6 Kamio Mayo,” Kakitani ddp, doan nhin sang Mayo.
“Céc anh day dén tir Tru s& canh sét tinh d€ hd tro chiing t61.”

“A... ving.”

Puoc gidi thiéu theo cach nay, Mayo cling ch:fmg bi€t nén chao hdi sao
cho phai.

“Co da so'ng & ngdi nha nay d&n khi nao?” nguwdi dan 6ng c6 d6i méat hip
chwa budn xwng tén da voi hdi Mayo bing giong mit cam tinh. Mayo 4m
tham ddt cho 6ng ta biét danh Cdo Gia.

“Cho d&n khoang mwoi hai nam trede.”

b6 1a nam Mayo tdt nghiép cap ba, song ¢6 nghi khong can thiét de’ 10
tudi tac ctia minh & day.



“Sau d6 c¢6 vé qué voi tan sud't nhw thé nao? Chi vé dip Obon va dip Tét
hay gi?”

“Pai d€'la nhw vay.”

Céo Gia nhidn mit mot céach 19 liéu.

“N6i th& chic ¢d ciing chaalng bi€t gi nhi€u chuyén nha ctra dau nhi? Nhw
chuyén tai san chfmg han.”

D6 1a mot cau hoi thod 10, song Mayo cd kiém ch& @€ khong the hién sy
khoé chiu ra mat.

“T6i hoan toan khong hay bi€t gi cd. HOm qua t6i cling da néi roi,”
Mayo li€c nhin Kakitani.

Céo Gia vira 4m o vira 18y dAu ngon tay gii gdi chd an dwong, doan
buodng ti€ng thd dai.

“Ma thoi, tredc mat cit d€ cd ki€m tra da nhi? Khdng chirng cd s& phat
hién ra th gi d6,” Cdo Gia ndéi roi nhin xudng tay Mayo, sau d6 ngodi lai
nhin mady ngwoi dan 6ng ¢6 vé la cdp dwdi chia 6ng ta. “Nay, ai d6 cho c6
nay mwon gang tay di.”

“A, t6i c6 mang diy a,” Kakitani 1a'y d6i ging tay tring ra khoi tdi 4o
vest.

Mayo nhan 13y, deo vao ca hai tay. Chi mot hanh dong d6 thoéi da du
khién long cd day 1én cadm gidc chan thyc vE viéc minh chuan bi budc chian
vao hién treong giy an.

“Vay @€ toi dan dwong,” Kakitani budc qua cdnh cong triede tién.

Va0 nha minh ma lai dworc “dan dwong” w? Mayo ndi gét Kakitani, trong
long van thd'y gon gon. Cdo Gia va ddng bon ciing theo sau.

Kakitani mé ctra, néi v&i Mayo: “Xin moi.”

Vwa budc vao thém d€ giay dép, Mayo da ngti thd'y mui long ndo
thoang thodng. Muii ctia thudc chdng con tring nham bao vé sich. Moi khi
thir mdi nay van lu6n dem lai cdm gidc hoai niém cho Mayo nhung riéng
hdm nay ndi dau budn da chién thing.

Kakitani biang qua hanh lang den bong d€ md cia. P6 von la phong
khach nhwng dao gén day 6ng Eiichi da treng dung lam thw phong. Ping &
ctra li€c vao, Mayo khong khoi sirng sor. B&i san nha veong vai da the
hAm ba ling d&n ndi khong con chd ma dirng. Thi lidu, tii gidy, kinh, dong



h'6, dung cu ghi chép, thudc, dia CD, DVD, bang cassette, bang video...
Hoan toan khong c6 mot chit trat tw nao.

“That kinh khiing,” Mayo ba't gidc 1am bam.

“T6i nghi chic khong cAn phdi hdi...” Kakitani ditng bén canh néi.
“Nhung tinh trang niy khong gidng binh thwong phdi khong? Y toi 1a,
thwong ngay cin phong nay khong bwra bon nhw thé” dau nhi?”

“Pwong nhién roi. Khong doi nao ¢6 chuyén nhw vay. Trii lai, b toi 1a
ngwoi wa sach s€, ludn d€ tim dén viéc gitt cho moi thir gon gang, ngan
ndp. Ong con quy dinh o thi gi cAt & dau, hi&m khi c6 chuyén ong 18y thi
gi d6 ra ma khong c't lai vé chd cii.”

“Hén 1a the réi. Hinh anh thdy Kamio trong tri nh& cla tdi cling gidng
nhw vay.”

Mayo than trong budc vao. Phong khach rong ching hai mwoi chi€u,
ban, ghé&” sofa, r6i ban doc siach dwgec b6 tri voi khodng cach vira phai.
Song diéu 1am nén dic trng clia ciin phong nay chinh 1 gid sich dwoc gin
vao twong. Nghe k€ lic 6ng n6i Mayo xay ngdi nha nay da cho dong gia
sdch 2y, n6 cao d€n tan tran nha. Tang trén cung chu y€u la sich Anh-My
do 6ng ndi swu tAm dwoce. Tw tAng dwdi trd xudng phian 1on 1a cac bo suwu
tap sdch cua 6ng Eiichi, trong d6 van hoc Nhat chi€m chu dao. O trong goc,
nhirng tai liéu lién quan dé&n treong hoc dwoc ng Eiichi sip x&p theo ting
nién khoa, chin chu nhw chinh con nguwoi 6ng.

Ké sach tw tang gitra cho dén fang dwdi déu cé ctra, nhwng phén lon
trong s6’ d6 dang mé. Nhin vao trong, Mayo thd’y ¢6 vai ngin rong khong.

Cdo Gia dut hai tay vao tui, ti€n d€n gan gia sach.

“Liéu chiing ta ¢6 nén nghi ring hau hét nhitng th dang vrong vai dudi
san von di déu dwoc cdt & trong nay khong nhi? Co nghi sao?” Cao Gia
ngoai lai nhin Mayo.

“T6i nghi vay. Mic dil tdi cling khong rd 18m.”

O céc ngin ¢ ctra, dng Eiichi chi y&u cit nhiig vat dung khong phai
sach. Trong s6" d6 c6 mot lwgng 1on dia nhac va dia phim. Ngoai van hoc,
ong Eiichi con c6 s¢& thich nghe nhac va xem phim ntra.

“Co xem c6 bi ma't thi gi khdng? Pai loai nhw thir gi d6 ddc biét quy gia
hodc thir gi ma nan nhan cyc ky trin trong chgng han,” Céo Gia hai.

Mayo hét nhin gi4 sdch lai nhin dng @6 virong vii dwdi san, 1ic dau.



“Thid thyce 13 tdi khong biét. B&i toi cling khong ndm rd ngin nio chira
cai gi. Voi lai hom qua toi cling néi roi, tdi chwa ting nghe trong nha ¢6
thtr gi dac biét gia tri ca.”

“N6i thi néi thé nhung lam gi ¢6 chuyén khong c¢6 ndi thir gi quy gia.
H6i con sdng & day, chang 1& ¢6 chwa tirng tha’y bd minh cat thir gi nhw
vay a? Ki€u nhue mdt chd cat gitr thay cho két sit 4y.”

“Thay cho két sit u? N&u vay thi...”

Mayo lai gan ban doc siach. Ngan kéo & d6 ciling bi 16i ra, d6 vat bén
trong déu bi hat do xudng san. Trong do6ng d6, Mayo tim tha’y hai cudn so
ngan hang.

“A, qua nhién... Nhitng thtt @6 quan trong bd t6i déu ci't trong ngin kéo
nay.”

“Pung ¢6 so vao ddy,” ding ldc Mayo toan nhat cudn s 1€n thi nghe
tha’y giong ndi chdi tai ciia Cdo Gia, cd lién giat minh rut tay lai.

“Xin thtr 16i.” Cdo Gia lanh ling néi. “Cam phién cd khong ty tién dung
tay vao nhirng @6 dac & hién treong. May cudn s6 ngan hang d6, ching toi
cling dang ki€m tra r'oi. Ngoai ra nha cd con thi gi ddng gid nira khong?
Nhw da quy chéng han.”

“Da quy...”

“Nghe néi me¢ ¢6 ma't roi nhi? Liéu nha c¢d c¢6 nhirng thir nhw d'6 trang
stec hay nhan nhing gi khong?”

“C6, nhung t61 dang giw ching.”

“Cou?”

“Lic me qua doi, bd" da dwa cho t6i. B& tdi bdo dng c¢6 gikr cling chéng
d€lam gi, va lai nhitng thir d6 me cling dinh d€ lai cho t6i. V&i ca...” Mayo
noi ti€p. “Tuy chung la nhirng d6 vat dong (Tay ky niém nhung cing khong
c6 gia tri ghé g&m gi dau. Chi it thi tdi cho ring chang ai théem muon chung
d&n mic phai dot nhap vao nha d€ an trém ca.”

“Ra vay,” Cao Gia gat dau td y da hi€u, song nhin ong ta c6 vé nhw ngay
ter dau da khong mong cho’ mot cau tra lovi ra ti'm ra mon.

“Né&u budc phai tim ra thir quy gid...” Mayo nhin 1&n gi4 sach. “Thi chic
la sach roi.”

“Séach?”



“Ca 0ng ndi va bo tdi déu la nhirng ngwoi nghién ctiru vE van hoc, vi vay
ho swu fAm ra't nhiéu sach t Pong sang Tay, tw ¢6 chi kim. Khong chirng
trong s& d6 c6 ca nhieng cudn sach quy.”

“A,” Cdo Gia nhin ngim gid sich v&i vé mit khong may hing thu.
“Nhung theo to1 quan sat thi khong c6 da'u hi€u gi cho thd’y dong sdch nay
da bi luc tung 1én ca. C6 vé nhw hung thd cling khong quan tam dén sach
vé cho 1dm.”

“Hinh nhw viy...”

“C6 chuyén gi the’, anh 1a a1?”

Mayo vira r&i mét khdi gid sach thi nghe tha’y tiéng ngudi néi ngoai cira.

“Hi€n canh sat dang di€u tra. Vui long khong tuy ti€n vao day.”

“Cac nguoi méi 1a nhirng ké tuy tién. R6t cude ai cho phép cac nguoi
vao day?” C6 ti€ng nguoi dap tra.

Mayo nhw chét lang di. B&i c6 bi€t chi nhan cta giong ndi y. Nhwng,
chaalng co le...

C4do Gia chau may, nhin ra phia hanh lang. “Sao da’y?”

“A, chuyén 13, c6 mot ngudi dan éng ty nhan 1 chd nhan ctia ngdi nha
nay...” Vién canh sat ca’p duwdi dap lai.

“Cht nhan?”

“Vwong chan qua. Pa bao tranh ra cho téi qua r'doi ma. Tai sao lai tap
trung dong nguoi nhw thé nay? Tat ca cac nguoi déu c6 khang the virus
Corona r6i hd?” Ngudi d6 vira méing té tt vira r& ddm canh sat d& xuat
hién tredc mat Mayo.

Ngudi dan dng d6 chang thay ddi gi, vin ddng ngudi cao gy, mdi téc
Xxodn ty nhi€n dai ngang vai, rau ria I&m chom. Ong ta mic mot chiéc ao
khoéc quan ddi, nom c6 vé da kha cil.

“Anh 12?” Céao Gia hoi.

“T6i nghi tredre khi hoi tén nguoi khac thi chd dong xwng tén minh méi
phai phép, nhung thdi. Tt ndy t&i gior tdi dd nhic di nhic lai véi ddm ngudi
ngu ngdc kia roi, téi la chi nhan ctia ngdi nha nay. N&u anh nghi t6i n6i
d6i thi cr viéc di hdi co quan cong quyén hay hdi dau thi héi,” tir xwa
ngwoi dan 6ng nay da c6 céi ki€u n6éi nhanh ma van troi chdy. Mayo khong
biét d6 1a kha nang thién phu hay la thanh qua cé dwoe nho luyén tap.



“A,)” nguoi thét 1€n chinh 1a Kakitani bay gio dang ding bén canh
Mayo. “Khong I€ anh 1a...”

Cdo Gia quay sang nhin Kakitani vé ngo’ vuc.

“Sang nay tdi da cho cdp dwdi diéu tra s6 hd tich ciia ngdi nha nay. Va
ding 1a ngoai tén cua nan nhéan ra con ¢6 tén clia mdt ngwoi khac nira,”
Kakitani m& cudn soO tay vira 18y khdi tii 4o trong. “Xem nao, anh c6 phai
Kamio Takeshi, em trai cia Kamio Eiichi khong?”

Ngwoi dan 6ng médc do khodc quan d6i, Kamio Takeshi, chi rudt cia
Mayo cong méi 1én nhin vé phia Kakitani v&i vé khong bang long.

“Néu da diéu tra d&€n mirc ddy roi, sao cau khong néi v&i 1t dan don
ngoai cra? Nho cdu ma toi phai t6n nwde bot voi bon ho day.”

“Khong, nhing ma, chiing t6i khong ngo anh lai vé ding hom nay...”

“V€ nha minh lic nao la quyén cia t6i co ma. Vi lai cac ngwoi khong
cé quyén ty tién vao nha chiing t6i. Moi cac ngwoi ra ngay cho,” Takeshi
chi tay ra ctra.

Céo Gia vira Itr mat nhin k& xAm nhap bat thinh linh, vira dung tay trdi
rit dién thoai ra khai tii do vest. Poan 6ng ta mau le dung tay phai thao tac
triedre khi dp 1én tai.

“T6i day. To6i mudn cau tim hi€u mot viéc. C6 so ho tich ciia nha Kamio
& day khong?... Phai r'oi. Téi nghe néi ngoai nan nhan ra con mot ngwoi
khac ntra, chuyén d6 c6 that khong?... Tén anh ta la gi?... Hrm, vi€t nhw
th& ndo?... Thé 4, toi biét roi,” sau khi tit mdy, Cdo Gia bén cat dién thoai
vao tdi trong.

“Co6 vé nhu anh da xac nhan dwoc roi nhi?” Takeshi noi.

“Anh ¢6 gidy to’ tuy than khong? Gidy phép lai xe chaalng han.”

“Anh van nghi ngo sao?”

“T6i hdi cho chéc thoi.”

“Xin 106i,” Mayo Ién ti&€ng. “Khong nham Ian gi ddu. Ngwoi nay 1a...”

Mayo dinh néi ti€p “... chu cda t6i.” Song Takeshi lai gio’ tay phai vé
phia c6 nhw d€ ngdn lai. Sau d6, Takeshi 12y vi ra khadi tdi cia chi€c quan
tui hop, doan rut gid'y phép lai xe ra.

“Anh cr viéc nhin cho ky.” Takeshi néi r'6i chia ra tred'c mat Céao Gia.



Chuyén xay ra ding lic Cdo Gia vwon tay ra d€ nhan 18y gidy phép lai
xe. Nhanh nhw chdp, Takeshi tho tay vao bén trong do khodc chia doi
phuong, rit ra thir gi d6 twr ngye 4o 6ng ta. P6 1a mot cudn so tay canh sat
mau den.

“Q hay, cdi anh nay, anh 1am trd gi th&?” Po6i mét hip tit ciia Cdo Gia hoi
mao to.

“Ping nay di xuat trinh gidy to tuy than clia minh réi, ding 4y ma
khong xud' trinh thi con gi 12 cong bang nita,” Takeshi mé cudn s&. “Hirm,
thanh tra canh sat Kogure a. Ti€c that day, Mayo. Gia k&€ ddy ma la chanh
thanh tra Maigret thi ching ta da dwgc nho r'6i,” Takeshi gior gidy to tuy
than cua Cdo Gia vé phia Mayo.

Nhan vit thanh tra canh sat ngwoi Phdp trong loat tic pham ctia nha van
Georges Simenon.

Bén dwdi anh chian dung ctia Cao Gia la dong chtxt Kogure Daisuke.

“Tra day,” Kogure gao 1én.

“Khong can anh ndi t6i ciing trd. Nhwng ma anh da xac nhan dwoce than
phén cuda t6i chwa?”

Kogure 1i€c nhin gidy phép ldi xe dang cam trén tay, sau d6 chia trudc
mat Takeshi v&i bd mat ngao ngan.

Takeshi 1ién n& mot nu cwoi ddy an y, doan lai gan Kogure, tra cudn s6
vao tui trong bén nguyc trdi 6ng ta, sau d6 nhan lai gidy phép lai xe cua
minh.

“Gio t6i hdi lai Tan ntra, cdc ngwoi vao nha ngwoi khac d€ lam gi vay?”
Takeshi vira ca't lai chi€c vi da nhét gidy phép ldi xe vao tii quén, vira noi.

Kogure dang dinh n6i gi d6 song lai thoéi, 6ng ta quay sang phia Mayo:
“C6 tw giai thich cho chi minh di.”

Sau khi diéu chinh lai nhip théd, Mayo bén néi véi Takeshi: “B& chédu
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ma't roi.

Song, Takeshi khong bi€u 10 cam xic gi. Ngwoi ngoai nhin vao khong
the bi€t dwgc ngwoi dan 6ng nay vi qud sing sdt nén chwa hi€u ra hay chi
don gian la khong dao dong.

“C6 nguoi tim thdy xdc bd chdu & veon sau va canh sat néi nhiéu kha
nang bd chiu bi sat hai...”



Néu miit Takeshi van khong hé thay d6i, ong chid &y bit dau sai budc lai
gan khung ctra kinh hwdng ra vieon sau, cham chi nhin ra bén ngoai.

“Anh 47y bj st hai nhu th¢’ ndo? Bi didm bing dao hay gi?” Takeshi hdi,
leng van quay vé phia moi ngwoi.

“Xin 10i nhung ching toi khong the tra 101 dwore,” Kogure trd 1o, “Trai
lai, ching t6i m&i 1a ngwoi dét cau hoéi. Nhieng di€u t6i mudn hdi anh chat
nhiéu nhw ndi. Vi du nhw hanh tung ctia anh tw thir Bay tuan tredc cho dén
hom qua...”

“Anh khong phai lo, t6i sé€ tra loi cac ciu hdi cia anh nén hay doi mot
chiit. Tdi khong biét trong con mét ctia anh trong tdi nhw thé nio, nhung
ldc nay toi dang gdm nha'm ndi dau ma't di ngwdi anh rudt day.”

Nghe Takeshi néi vy, xem ra ngay ca Kogure cling khong néi lai dwoc
gi. Ong ta nhiin mit, gdi d4u ra chiéu ling ting. Ca Kakitani nom ciing c6
vé kho xtr.

Mot ldc sau, Takeshi xoay nguwoi lai, quay tré vé chd Mayo dang ding.
Nguoi dan 6ng 4y ding budc trrd'e mat Kogure, néi: “Nao, gio’ thi anh cir
viéc hoi ba't cir di€u gi. Anh vira néi 1a mudn bi€t hanh tung cta t6i ttr hom
the Bady dé€n hém qua nhi? H6m thir By t6i & quan sudt t sang, khong
buwdce chan ra ngoai. H6m sau thi...”

“Stop,” Kogure ngan lai. “Qudn 1a sao0?”

“La quan bar do t6i quan ly. Pia diém & Ebisu, tén quan la Trap Hand,”
vra n6i Takeshi vira tho tay vao nguc do vest cia Kogure mot Tan ntra, Tan
nay chi Ay 14y ra chi€c dién thoai ndm & tdi phai, ngwoc bén véi khi ndy.
“Anh ctr thir tim ki€m la s€ bi€t ngay quan cda t6i 1a nhw thé nao. Nhwng
chd tin vao nhirng loi nhan xét. Toan nhitng 1o tao lao cia ma’y ké ngheéo
ro't mong toi, mi tit V& hwong vi ctia cac loai reou 4y ma.”

“Purng c6 thy tién ddng vao tdi ctia ngwoi khac.” Kogure giat lai chiéc
dién thoai tw tay Takeshi.

“T6i chi gitp anh d& ma't cong 1%y ra thoi. Sao nao, anh khong tim a? D€
to1 doc lai tén quan nhé. Trap Hand.”

“To1 s€ xem ky sau,” Kogure cat dién thoai vao tui trong. “Anh néi1 1a
khong buwdc chan ra ngoai, anh ¢6 chirng minh dwoc khong?”

“Chuyén d6 néi thé nao nhi? Quan tdi md ctra vao ban dé€m, cho dén lic
day toi chaalng gap go ai ca. Khong phai lic nao sau khi mé ctra cling ¢6



khach, nén khé ma chirng minh dworc.”

“Nhan vién thi sao?”

“T6i theo chi nghia khong thué mwdn ngwoi. Gia k€ c6 mot tén quai dan
nao do chiu lam khong cdng cho t6i thi lai la chuyén khac.”

“Hwm,” Kogure khit mii td y coi thwong. C6 1€ 6ng ta da nhan ra d6 chi
la mot quan bar nhd bé & ving ngoai 6 ban thiu.

“Binh thwong anh van ngt lai quén bar d6 a?”

“Pung vay. Bén trong quan ¢6 mot can phong d€ ¢.”

“Chu nhat thi sao?”

“T6i thirc ddy lic qua trrra réi xem phim trong phong dén tin tdi. Sau
da’y thi cling giong hom thi Bay.”

Long may Kogure chuyén ddng, td y ngac nhié€n. “Chua nhét ciing lam
viéc sao?”

“Vé co ban quan bar cua t6i khong c¢6 ngay nghi. Vi n€u t6i mé ctra, biét
dau lai c6 nhirng vi khach hi€u ky dén cing tién cho quén thi sao.”

“HOm qua ctng vay u?”

“Khong, hdm qua quan t6i nghi.”

“Nay,” Kogure dau mdi. “Anh vira m&i néi la khéng c¢6 ngay nghi kia
ma?”

“T6i da ndi ro 1a vE co ban r'oi con gi. Toi c6 chit viée vat nén da dong
ctra tam thoi. Con viéc vat d6 1a gi thi toi xin phép gitr bi mét. Vi né lién
quan dén doi sdng riéng tw cua t6i.”

Kogure 1ién khoanh tay, trirng mét nhin Takeshi.

“Né&u tong hop nhirng gi anh vira néi, thi k&t luan lai 1a nhw thé nay: Anh
khong c6 chirng ctr ngoai pham.”

“Panh vay chir bi€t lam sao. Vi d6 la sy that ma,” Takeshi néi than nhién
nhw khong.

“T6i mudn hdi thém mot chuyén quan trong. Ly do hom nay anh vé day
14 gi? Chung t6i vAn chwra thong bdo vé vu viéc. Anh vé diy d€lam gi?”

“Lai mot cau hédi ky qudc ntra. Téi da néi nhiéu Tan roi, day la nha toi.
V€ nha minh thi dau can ly do gi dic biét. Hay la n&€u khoéng c6 ly do thi
anh khong vE€ nha ludén?”



“Vay d€'t6i hoi, Tan tredrc anh vE day la khi nao?”

“Khi nao nhi? T6i khong nhé.”

“Tan sudt anh vé nhw thé" nao? Thang vé mdt Tan? Hay dd ntra nam vé
mot TAn? Anh chd nén ndi doi thi hon. B&i ching tdi sé diéu tra ngon
nganh.”

“Khong can anh nhic, t6i ciing cheamg dinh néi d6i Iam gi. Khoang hai
nam r'oi tbi m&i ve. Ch.’fmg hi€u sao ty dwng t6i muén veé thoi.”

“Chéng hiéu sao? Anh bao chiing t6i phai hi¢u diéu dé w?”

“Anh c6 hiéu hay khong ciing ching mic mé t&i t6i. Chang hidu sao lai
th&’ @’y. Néu nhr anh mudn dodi bing dwoc mot 1y do thi ¢t coi nhw 12 toi
c6 diém bdo di.”

“Di€m bao?”

“T6i ¢6 linh cam & nha da xay ra chuyén cheamg lanh. Va khi t6i vé dén
noi thi thA'y xe canh sdt do trwedc ctra. TOi nghi trwc gidc cia minh da
ding.”

Do6i mit hip ctia Kogure hién 1&n vé nghi ngo'. RS rang dng ta khdng tin
loi Takeshi noi.

“Ma th6i. Tam thoi hom nay c& cho 1a nhw th€” di. Tuy nhién, n€u anh
ddi y va mudn dinh chinh lai thi cit néi bat ctr lic nao. Chiing tdi sin long
lang nghe.”

Takeshi htr miii. “Cai ngdy d6 vinh vién khong bao gio t&i dau.”

“N6i sao nhi? To6i cho rang s& c6 ngiy anh thay ddi sic mit va phai
cudng cudng phan bua v&i chiing t6i da’y.”

“The  hay la ca di? N€u ngay d6 khong dén thi anh ma't t61 100.000 yén.
Toi mudn creoc mot triéu yén cor, nhing sd tién d6 chic hoi ning ganh véi
mot cdng chire dia phwong.”

“T6i cling mudn chdp nhédn cd cwoc nhung dang ti€c 1a canh sat ching
t6i bi cA'm khong duwoc choi may tro den dd. Anh may méin day. Nao, gior
dén cau hdi ti€p theo. Nhw anh da thd’y, can phong nay da bi luc tung.
Ching t6i dang nho con gdi cia nan nhan ki€m tra xem c¢6 thir gi bi mat
trdom khong. Mot khi anh 1 chil nhan ngdi nha nay, chiing t6i cling can lang
nghe y ki€n ctia anh ntra.”

Takeshi nhin mot lwo't can phong, doan dang hai tay.



“Ti€c la toi khong bi€t. Bay la phong ctua anh tdi nén téi da quy€ét dinh
khong dat chan vao. Va lai vira ndy t6i cling néi roi da’y, Tan cudi cung t6i
ve€ ngdi nha nay 1a hon hai nam tredc. Cho dui ¢6 bi ma't thir gi thi t6i cling
khong xac dinh dwore 1a n6 da bi 18y trdm trong vu viéc Tan nay hay la anh
to1 tw vt bd.”

“Né&u vay thi khong ctr phai 1a phong nay. Trong nha cé d6 vat gi quy gia
khong? Nhirng thir c6 the goi 1a bau vat y.”

“Bau vat? Kiéu nhr chum vai hay tranh treo twong do td tién d€ lai ay
ha?”

“Nha anh cé nhirng thir nhw vay khong?”

“T6i khong 18, nhung chic 13 khong. Ca bd va anh trai tdi déu khong ¢
maYy s& thich d6. Bi€m chung gitra hai ngwoi 1a déu thich sach,” Takeshi
chi tay Ién gid sach.

Kogure li€c nhin gid sdch roi lai lia 4nh mét tré& vé chd Takeshi. “Con
anh thi sao?”

“Tréng toi gidng ngwoi ¢6 s thich swu tAm d6 ¢6 a?”

“T6i dang hdi anh c6 cat gilr thir gi dit gid trong nha khong? Noi ding
ky thwong trd ctia anh 13 & ddy, vay chic anh cling ¢6 phong riéng ctia minh
ch?”

“Phong hwdng Nam trén tang hai. Khong 1€ cac anh da ty tién kham xét
phong cuia t6i?”

“A khong, chuyén d6...” Kakitani bdi rdi bude 1én phia triede mot bude.
“Hom qua, d&€ chic chin chiing toi di ki€m tra tit ci cdc phong. Tuy nhién,
chuing t6i chi xac nhan xem ctra ¢6 khéa khdng va tinh trang bén trong nhw
th&” nao, chir ching téi khéng dung cham vao d6 dac mot cach khong cén
thi€t. Sau khi nhin qua ching t6i thdy tat ca cac phong & fang hai déu
khong cé gi bat thwong.”

“Tém lai cdc ngwoi da ti y vao phong cida tdi.”

“Thi th€ chi nha t& vong mdt cach khac thweong dwoe tim thd'y & vweon
sau, con can phong nay rd rang da bi ké dot nhap pha phach. Ra't c6 the
hung thi dang lan tr6n trong nha, vi th& ching t6i lam vay d€ diéu tra budc
dau cting khdng c6 van dé gi ca,” Kogure théng thirng néi bang giong sic
lanh. “Tuy ring nhin qua khong thdy cé gi bt thwong, nhung néu khong



d€ chinh chu xem gidp thi chwa th€ k&t luan dwoe. Bay gior anh ki€m tra
giup chung t61 dwgrc khong?”

“Khong thanh van dé. Nhwng ching nao t6i chwa thay c6 gi bat thuwong
thi cac anh khéng dwgc phép vao. Chi dwge nhin tr hanh lang thoi.”

“A, dwoe thoi,” Kogure nhin vé phia Mayo. “Trén tng hai con ¢6 nhitng
phong nao nwra?”

“C6 phong cua toi. T6i dd & d6 cho dén khi t6t nghi€p cap ba, d€n bay
gior mdi khi vé qué tdi van ngl phong di’y. Ngoai ra con ¢6 phong cia bd
toi, von la phong nga cua b me t6i.”

“Ra vay, c0 ¢6 the’ ki€m tra nhirng phong d6 gitp ching t6i khong?”

“T6i hi€u r'oi.”

“Vay phién c6 dan ching tdi di luoén cho.”

“A... vang. Vdy, moi cdc anh.”

RG rang so voi khi ndy, cdch dn néi ctia Kogure d61 voi Mayo da lich s
hon. D61 lap hin v&i ki€u néi nidng bd ba gitra 6ng ta va Takeshi. Tru’0’c su

xud't hién dot ngdt clia mdt nhan vat cé vé khoé choi, hén Kogure cho ring
viéc 16i kéo con gai nan nhan vé phe minh m&i 1a thwong sach.

Thay Mayo di Ién tang hai, Kogure ben n61 g6t. Kakitani theo sau va
cud1 cung la Takeshi.

Pau tién ho xem phong cta 6ng Eiichi. Nghe néi h'6i mdi xay ngdi nha
nay, dé von l1a phong ctia 6ng ba n6i Mayo. Khi Mayo dén tuoi nhan bi€t
thi 6ng ndi qua doi, con ba ndi chuyén sang dung phong khach dwdi ting
mot. Can phong nay dwoc O6ng Eiichi va ba Kazumi, me¢ Mayo dung lam
phong ngh. Vi 12 phong ki€u truyén thdng nén ho phai trdi ném ra nam,
nhung gio thi ¢cé mot chi€c giwong dat canh ctra s6. Ngoai ra chi ¢c6 thém
ddc mot chi€c td, Iam nén mot can phong am dam. Xem ra vi da co6 thw
phong rong rdi & tAing mot nén d61 vdi dng Eiichi cidn phong nay chi 1a chd
nga lung.

bing nhur Kakitani néi, can phong khong cé gi bat thwong nén Mayo
cling bdo lai v&ii Kogure nhw vay.

Ti€p theo 1a phong cia Mayo. P6 1a mot can phong ki€u Tay rong sau
chié€u, dwdi san c6 trai tham. Mot chi€c giwong don, ban hoc, mét gid sach
nho chaamg dang gi n€u dem so voi gid sach & fadng mdt 1a ta't ca nhirng gi
cé trong can phong nay. Nhin thdy bang ghim trén d6 ¢6 dan ma’y birc anh



cia ciac nam than twong, Mayo xau hd dén ndi mudn don thd. Sao co
khong bd ching di ma lai d€ d6 dén tdn hom nay co’ chi?

Trong td van treo nhitng bd quan do than thudc. Mot Tan nita Mayo lai tur
nhd minh phai sodm virt ching di théi.

Co cling ki€ém tra ngan kéo ban va néi v&oi nhém Kogure: “Toi khong
tha’y c6 gi la hét.”

“Nao, chuan bi dé&n lwot anh ti€p theo dd’y,” Kogure néi véi Takeshi.

Takeshi laalng ling di trén hanh lang. Phong cta chd &y ndm cudi hanh
lang. Song, trong ky rc cia Mayo khong hé ton tai canh chung s6ng cling
mot mai nha v&i ngwoi chd nay. B&i Takeshi da khan géi ra khdi nha tw
triede khi anh trai k&t hon.

Su6t mét thoi gian Mayo ¢ ng& can phong nay chi don gian 1a phong
chira 6. Sy that 1a cho d&€n mai ma’y nidm triede, d6 van 1a noi ca't gil
nhtrng vat dung khong can thi€t. N6 chi dwore don dep sau khi ba Kazumi,
me Mayo qua doi.

bén tred'c phong minh, Takeshi chdm rdi mé cira. Bén trong hoi am u.
Ly do 13 vi dang budng rém chin sang. Takeshi dwa tay do didm, bat cong
tic trén twong, doan budc vao phong. Kogure dirng & ctra, nghén ¢d 1én d€
thim do bén trong. Png ding sau, Mayo ciing nhdom vio.

Bén trong con &m dam hon cd phong cua 6ng Eiichi. Ngoai mdt chi€c
ban tron va mot chi€c gh€’ ra, chi con doc mdt céi ti nhd. Mac du vay, lic
trong thd’y birc tranh treo trén twong, Mayo kh6ng khéi ring minh. Birc
tranh v& khuén mat mét ngwoi phu nr dang nhdm maét trdi. Mit bén phai
v&i mdng mét den tuyén dang mé ra, nhin thang vEé phia tredrc. Cam twdng

ngwdi phu nit d6 dang nhin chong choc minh, Mayo bén ldng mét di chd
khéc.

Takeshi lai gan ctra s0, kéo rém, sau d6 thao chdt ctra s0O.

“Nay, anh dang lam cdi gi thé? Pwng c6 tly tién so vao d6,” Kogure hét
1én.

“Pay la phong cta t6i. T6i mudn lwu thong khong khi thi c6 gi sai?”
Takeshi n6i roi ma toang ctra so ra.

“Tuy thudc tinh hinh, ra't c6 th€ ching t6i s€ phai di€u tra ky lwong cén
phong nay. Ngod nhé nhitng chd d6 dinh da'u van tay giy hi€u nham thi...”



Ngay ca Mayo ciing biét 1y do !(ogure bd ltrng cau ndi. D6 1a bai
Takeshi dang deo doi gang tay mau trang.

“Tir lic ndo anh ta di...” Nguoi ding ding sau 14m bam chinh 1a
Kakitani.

DPung lic d6, Mayo nghe thd’y am thanh ctia mot loai thi€t bi nao dé phat
ra tu’ do khoac ctia Takeshi. C6 vé nhw la ti€ng di€n thoai, song chu ay
chang bu'6n d€ tdim ma ctr mac ké cho né6 kéu.

“Anh da hai long chwa, thanh tra Kogure? Xem ra can phong nay khong
c6 gi bat thwong ca.”

“Trong ta thi sao?” Kogure ndi. “Anh khdong ¢an mé ra ki€m tra a?”

“Khong can. Toi chgng bi mat trom thir gi hét.”

“Sao anh chwa nhin ma da khzatng dinh duvgrc nhu vay?”

“Ly do thi anh ¢t hdi cdu ta la bi€t,” Takeshi chi tay vé phia Kakitani.

Kogure lién ngodi lai ding sau v&i vé ngo v,

“A... vang. Ping vay. T6i nghi 6 dac bén trong ta vin nguyén ven,”
Kakitani lu6ng cudng dap. “B&i vi td ¢ khoa a.”

“Khéa?”

“La cai nay,” Takeshi gio- moc khoa 1én. Mot chi€c chia k}}éa nho dang
treo ling lang. “Khéng c6 thr nay thi khéng th€ mé dwoce. O khda khong
c6 dau hidu gi 12 da bi pha nén bén trong chic chin vin binh yén vo su,”
Takeshi n6i doan ciii ngudi xudng, kéo manh tay nim tii, song né khong hé
nhtc nhich.

Kogure ben cong moi, xoa cdm vé&i vé hdm huc, xem ra ding 1a 6ng ta
khong th€ néi gi dwoe niva.

“Nao, ¢ vé nhu anh da hai 1dong r'6i, ching ta ra khoi chd nay thoi. To6i
cling thong gi6 xong ro1.”

Takeshi dong ctra s0, chdt lai khda, d6ng thoi tha tAm rém mau 16ng
chudt xudng.



“Chiing t6i mudn bao toan hién trwong hét mirc c6 th€, bdi vdy trong
khoang thoi gian nay, ngwdi khong phan sy vui 1ong mién vao.”

Sau khi nhic nhé nhu vay, Kogure d&€ Mayo di, by gior d 1a qu4 trua.

Ciing gidng nhu lic dén, Kakitani quy€t dinh dwa Mayo vé lir quén,
thay vay Takeshi 1ién hoi: “Chdu dang tro & dau?” Nghe Mayo ndi ra tén
Hotel Marumiya, cha @y suy nghi mot 1at ro1 gat gu.

“Chd d6 khong hay ho cho 14m, nhung thoi ciing danh. Puorc, vay thi chi
s€ tro & dd’y ludn. Cho chd di cuing xe di.”

“Da..., chau thi khong van d€ gi nhung ma...” Mayo nhin sang Kakitani.

“Khong sao. Thé thi t6i s€ 1én ghé& tredre,” Kakitani ndi roi mé cira ghé’
phu.

Tha'y Mayo m¢ ctra sau d€'1én xe, Takeshi ciling 1én theo.

“May qud. TG tredng Kakitani ding 1a ngwoi hi€u chuyén,” Takeshi vira
thit day an toan vira néi.

“Khong ddm a.”

“Cho t6i xin danh thi€p ctia ciu voi. Co gi toi con goi.”

“A, vang.”

Takeshi nhan 18y danh thi€p ctia Kakitani, nhin cham chud.

“T6i hdi cho chéc, khong biét tién thué tro clia ching tdi cdc anh ¢ trich
tw kinh phi diéu tra khong nhi?”

Ng& nguoi triede cau hdi &y, Mayo bat gidc quay sang nhin 6ng cha.
Song Takeshi khong c¢6 vé& gi 1a dang nhic d&n mdt chuyén hét sttc v van.

“Ha? A khong, chuyén d6 thi...” Kakitani 18 léng.

“Sao? b€ hop tac diéu tra, chiing tdi da phai d€’ lai ngdi nha cho canh sat.
Céc cau boi thwong cho ching toi cling 1a 1€ dwong nhién ma?”’

“T6i s€ thir trao d6i v&i phong Hanh chinh tong hop xem sao...”



“Tram sy nho cdu, t0 tredng Kakitani. Tuy thudc vao cau tra loi d6 ma
d6 an cda ching tdi tdi nay cling s€é khac da’y.” Takeshi ndi than nhién nhw
khong. Xem ra néu canh sat chiu chi thi con ngwoi nay sé dinh an son hao
hai vi day.

Nhwng ma... Mayo nghiéng dau khé hiéu. Takeshi da goi tén Kakitani
tredc ca khi nhan danh thi€p cta anh ta. Da th&, xem ching 6ng chi nay
con biét ca chirc vu ctia anh ta la to tredng ntra. Chu &y biét dwore tw ldc
nao nhi? Mayo khdéng nh¢ ra cé thoi di€m nao Kakitani da ty gioi thiéu vé
minh.

Ching may chdc xe da ding lai trude cta Hotel Marumiya. Mayo va
Takeshi xudng xe sau khi nghe Kakitani chao: “Sip t&i mong gia dinh tiép
tuc hop tac.”

Budc vao tir ctra chinh, Mayo trong thd'y bong dang ba cha 1&r quan dang
ding & quay. Ba don da chao: “Co da vé day a.” C6 1é trong mo ba ta cling
khong twdng twong noi Mayo vira m&i ¢6 mat trong budi kham nghiém
hién trrong ctia mot vu 4n mang.

Sau khi nhin chia khéa phong, Mayo wdm thi: “Tw t67 nay chd chau
cling mudn tro & diy. C6 con phong nao trong khong a?”

Khuén mat twoi cwoi cia ba chi thodang chit bdi rdi, sau khi ki€m tra
thong tin trén chi€c mdy tinh d€ canh d6, ba ta 1ién ngang dau 1én.

“Vang, ching tdi ¢6 the thu x&p dwoc.”

“Neu dugrce thi cho to1 phong t6t nha't &y,” Takeshi noi. “O day c6 nhirng
phong ki€u nhw Royal Special Suite hay Presidential Suite khong?”

Nu cudi tit han trén méi ba chd 1 quén.

“Chung t6i ¢6 phong Suite nhung st dung cho tw hai khach tré 1én a.
Né&u anh di mdt minh thi chiing t6i chi cé mét loai phong théi...”

Takeshi li€n chép miéng 10 to.

“Dich Corona dang bung phat & Tokyo, ding nao & diy ciing 1am gi ¢
khéch? T6i con dang dinh vung tay qua trdn mot chdt ma xem ra chd nay
khong thi€t ki€m tién thi phai. Théi danh, vy ciing dwoec.”

“Xin 10i quy khach. Vdy moi quy khach dién thong tin vao diy a,” ba
cha dwa phi€u tro cho Takeshi.



Tha tuc d4t phong da xong nhung xem ra van con thoi gian t gior cho
dén lic nhan phong. Takeshi kéu déi bung nén hai chu chdu quyé€t dinh an
trwra & nha hang truyén thdng nam trong khudén vién cua It quan. Ciing
giong nhw budi sang, Mayo chang thiét 4n cho 1dm nhung ldc xem thuc
don, c6 da chon mi fororo soba vi nghi minh c6 th€ dn dwoc mén do.
Takeshi goi sud't com ga nwong va bia twoi.
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“Chd van con tAm trang d€ 4n may mén ddy bung nhw th& a?” Mayo
ngac nhién néi. “Lai con udng kém thém bia ntra co’? Trong khi anh trai
minh vira m&i bi nguwoi ta sat hai.”

“Chau ba't man ha?”

“Khong phédi bat man ma chdu thdy ky cuc. L€ thwong tinh chd phai
tha’y bang hoang, thd’y sd'c, phai nghi gio’ khong phai lic d€ an uéng chx?”
Mayo vtra néi vira nhin vao khu6én mit lanh tanh cia Takeshi va chot nhén
ra. “Hay chu da bi€t chuyén nay lau r61? Chuyén bo chiu bi gi€t ay.”

Song Takeshi van im ling, khoanh tay vio va nhim mét lai. Xem ra con
ngwoi nay khong ¢6 y dinh tra 1ov.

“Chu,” Mayo no6i ro1 dap tay lén ban. “Chu c6 nghe chdu né6i khong
day?”

“On 20 qud. Chi dang thi€u ngd ddy nay,” mit Takeshi vin nhim
nghién.

“Chd tra 1o di. Tai sao dot nhién chu lai vé€ nha? Tu tredc d€n gior chi
c6 lam th& bao gio dau?”

“Chau khong nghe cudc tro chuyén gitra chui va canh sat khi nay a? Chu
da bao la c6 di€m bdo r'6i con gi.”

“Chéau khong tin. Chi n6i that di.”

“Chau mudn bi€t d€ lam gi? Chuyén d6 khong can dy dén chau.”

“Chdu thdy to mo. Nan ni chd da’y, néi cho chau bi€t di ma.” Mac cho
Mayo chép hai tay vao nhau, Takeshi vin khdng cé phan ting gi.

Mot ldc sau thire an dwgre bung téi. Cubi cung Takeshi cling chiu mé
mét ra, v&i tay 18y cdc bia. Sau d6 6ng chi 4y bd mot mi€ng ga nedng vao
mom, khé gat gu.

“Mui vi cling tam tam. Nhwng cé twong xirng v&i gid tién hay khong lai
l1a chuyén khac.”



Mayo dwa mét nhin thyc don dyng & mép ban, gid clia sud't com ga
nwéng cling khong phai 1a dét do.

Piing liic d6, c6 syc nhé ra. Ong chid nay c6 mot dic diém ndi troi.

“Hay d€ chdu tra ti€n btra trera nhé?”

Takeshi dirng diia, chia 4nh mét nghi ngo vé phia Mayo.

“Y chéu 1 b lai chd phai néi cho chdu biét 1y do minh t&i ddy ha? Chdu
twdng voi chiit tién it i d6 ma mua chudc dwoe chi w?”

“Pa vy thi chdu s€ tra ca ti€n phong va tién btra t61 nay cho chd. Chu
thdy sao?”

“Tra hét mot tuan.”

“Gi co?”

“Chu dinh s€ nén lai day cho dén khi thd'y ¢6 hy vong pha dwgc an. Theo
chud dodn, it nhat cling phai ma't khoang mdt tuan daYy.”

“Gi vay? Chu dinh trd 16t chau géi cia chi d&€n mrc dd’y sao?”

“Né&u chéau khong thich thi huy kéo di. Chd thi sao ma chaamg dwoc.”

“... Chdu s€ moi chd ca bira trra mai ntra.”

“Mac cd khi€p qua. Chiu tra b6n ngay thi chd nga gia cho.”

“Hai ngay. Nhréu hon thi chdu khong chi dwgrc dau.”

“Thém bira trira cia ngay thir ba ntra thi ch6t keo.”

Mayo buodng ti€ng théd dai. Pay la khoan chi ngoai dy tinh cua c0, song
cd khong thé rt lai 101 néi dwore nra. “Thoi dwore roi.”

Takeshi bén 18’y dién thoai tr trong 4o khodc ra.

“Chau ¢6 nhén ra sau khi chi vao phong dwoc mot ldc thi thi nay da kéu
khong?”

“Chau c6. Nhung chi da mic ké né.”

“Vi chii thira bi€t minh vira nhan dwoc thir gi.” Takeshi thao tac trén dién
thoai ro61 chia man hinh cho Mayo xem.

D6 12 mot doan video. Mayo ciing mét ra nhin r'oi thdt 1én kinh ngac.

Nguwoi xua't hién trong video 1a Takeshi. Va dia di€m chinh la can phong
cta chu &y noi Mayo da trong thd’y vira m&i day thoi. Video dung lai &
doan Takeshi di xién qua phong, kéo rém va md ctra so.

“Sao lai c6 video nay a?”



“Chau c6 nh¢ trén twong phong chid ¢6 treo birc tranh v& khuén mét mot
cO gai khong?”

“Cé, co gdi nhdm mdt bén mit ding khong a?”

“Chu da 14p camera c6 kém chitc ning phat hién chuyén dong trén birc
tranh d6. Co' ché hoat ddng ctia n6 1a hé tha’y thir gi chuyén dong thi sé
quay lai va ty ddng giri vé may nay.” Takeshi vung vay chi€c dién thoai.

“Chu 14p thtr d6 tir khi nao vay?”

“Pwong nhién 1a sau khi chu don dep lai phong minh ho1 me chdu mat
roi. B6' chau bao chu c6 the sir dung can phong d6 lic nao tuy thich nhwng
chi khong cé y dinh & ddy. Mac du vay chi cling cam tha’y kho chiu néu ai
d6 tu tién vio phong trong ldc chd ving nha, vi thé chd da 14p camera d€
giam sat. Trong hai nam qua, thi thodng cdi thi€t bi nay cling hoat dong
nhuwng [4n nao cling chi 1a bd" chdu vao de lwu thong khong khi cho cén
phong thdi. Thé” ma chiéu hom qua chi lai nhan dueoc video nay.” Takeshi
lai thao t4c di¢én thoai va chia man hinh cho Mayo xem.

Dia di€m qud nhién van 12 phong cua Takeshi. Th& nhung, nhan vat
chuyén dong trong video lai 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng déi mii lwdi trai, mac bo
quan 4o t67i mau. Anh ta vira nhin quanh phong vira ti€n dén gén cdi td no,
cham tay vao canh td. “TG tredng, & diy c6 mot chiéc ti bé,” ngwoi dan
ong néi d&n do thi doan video dwrng lai.

“Chuyén la nhw vay dad’y.” Takeshi dat dién thoai xuéng. “Trang phuc cta
ngwoi dan 6ng trong video la cta td khdm nghiém hién treong. Tom lai
diéu nay cé nghia la & nha da xay ra chuyén gi d6. Vi thé chi danh tire toc
vé day xem tinh hinh. Lic vé d€n géan nha chu da thd’y ngwoi ta chiang bang
day Khéng phdn sw mién vao, canh sat thi dang dirng canh chung. Thé 1a
chud ben thw di nghe ngdéng hang x6m lang giéng va bi€t dwoe ¢ vé thi thé
cua bd chau da dwoc canh sat dwa di.”

“Nghe ngéng? Bang cdch nio a?”

“Ciing chealng kho gi. Chd chi héi ‘Nha kia da xay ra chuyén gi thé’, né€u
anh chj bi€t di€u gi thi néi cho tdi voi,’ thé thoi.”

“Hang x6m khong nhén ra chu a?”

“Chd s0ng & ng6i nha dé tir cach diy hon ba mwoi ndm r'6i. Chid cling
chealng giao du voi ai, lam gi ¢6 chuyén ho nhé mat chi co chir. Va lai d€
chic #n thi chd con deo khau trang nira. Hay & chd moi nguwdi déu twdng



chu 1a canh sat diéu tra, k€ 1€ cho chu du thir chuyén ma ho twdng twong ra.
Puwong nhién chu ciing phai tac dong thém ntra.”

Nghe Takeshi k& chuyén tinh bor, Mayo chi con bi€t tam phuc khau phuc.
N€u la chu 2y thi ba cai manh kho6 dé hin d& nhv trd ban tay.

“Cha, coi nhw chi da bat mi ngén nghé xong roi. Bira hom nay cdng voi
tién tro cia ba ngay va tién an trwa cuia ngay thir tw chd nho chau lo liéu
da’y nhé.” Takeshi cam diia, an ti€p.

Danh chju. Loi hiva thi van 12 1o hira. Mayo thé dai roi cling ¢Am diia
1én. Vira gdp miéng mi 1én miéng, cd vira nghi vé nhirng chuyén tiép theo.

“A, phai r'6i,” Mayo lai dng diia, ngang mat 1€n. “Tang sy tinh sao ha
cha?”

Takeshi dang dinh dwa cOc bia 1én miéng, bén dwng tay lai. “Tang sy &y
al...”

“Minh cling phai t0 chirc chir. Con phai thong bdo cho ho hang céc thi
nita. Chic moi nguwdi sdc 1dm. Chdu nén gii thich thé ndo day? Né&u t&
chitc thi chdu phai bit dau chudh bj tir bay gio’ thoi. Nhung chdu van chua
dwoc nhan lai thi thé€ cta bd’, theo chi chau nén lam thé€ nao? Canh sat noi
phai kham nghiém t& thi, khong bi€t bao gio' ho mai tra thi the’ vé cho gia
dinh ntra.”

“Nhanh la t&i nay. Con mudn nha't thi ndi trong ngay mai ho sé tra thoi,”
Takeshi n61 nhw dinh dong cdt.

“Sao chu bi€t?”

“Vi ho da khdm nghiém xong r'6i. Th dat minh vao hoan canh mot 1op
phdp y cta trrong dai hoc dan 14p tinh, né€u khong mau chéng d€ ngwoi nha
nhén lai thi th€ thi ho cling chét d& chir con gi.”

“Xong ro6i1? Lam cdch nao chu bi€t chuyén d6?”

“Vi ho da gi bdo cdo vao dién thoai ctia ngwoi chiu trach nhiém diéu
tra.”

“Nguoi chiu trach nhiém diéu tra? Dién thoai?”

Trong dau Mayo hién Ién khudén mait cdo gia cua Kogure. Sau khi nghién
ngim lai doan trao doi gitra Takeshi va ngwoi dan ong dé, ¢o lién “a” 1én
mot ti€ng.



“Chang 1& 1a lic d6? Chd da rit s& tay canh sdt ra khoi tdi trong coa
thanh tra Kogure nhi? C6 phai thwc ra lic d6 chd da 18y trdm dién thoai tw
tdi con lai khong?”

“Chinh xéc 1a ldc tra sO tay canh sat vao tdi anh ta. VA lai dwng néi
nhirng 1o khé nghe thé chix. Chd khong an trém, chd chi mwon théi. D6 1a
b&i chd khong nghi tay thanh tra d6 s€ ti€t 16 thong tin diéu tra cho gia dinh
nan nhan. Pung nhw chi dy dodn, ngay ca cdch thirc sat hai 14n trang phuc
cta bd’ chdu khi bj gi€t anh ta déu gilr bi mat. V&i mot ké tho 10 nhw vy,
chuing ta khong can d€y dé€n chuyén bao mat thong tin cd nhan ma lam gi.”

Mayo nh¢ lai ldc Takeshi dirng nhin ra vieon sau va dat nhieng cau hoi
cho Kogure. Vay la ldc d6 trén tay chi &y dang cam chi€c dién thoai cua
Kogure u?

Liic sau khi Takeshi nhic d&n quédn bar Trap Hand ma minh dang quin
1y, Mayo nhirng twdng chud da tho tay vao tii ciia Kogure de’ 18y dién thoai
ra, bao Ong ta tim ki€m. Thyc ra chd &y da ¢cAm dién thoai clia Kogure tw
tredre d6 ra't 1au roi.

“Pién thoai cua tay thanh tra d6 khong khéa a?”

“0, c6 chir. N6 da yéu cau chid nhap mat khau.”

“Thé& chi m& khéa nhw thé nao?”

“Ch?ing thé nao ca. Chu chi nhap mat khau vao thoi.”

“Nhung ma...”

“Tay thanh tra d6 da goi dién thoai d€ xac minh danh tinh cta chud ding
khong? Vao lic Ay, chi di ghi nhé sin mat khau.”

Mayo van con nhéd chuyén xay ra khi ay.

“Nhung chi c6 nhin thdy...”

Mayo chwa kip n6i hét cau “... man hinh dau,” thi Takeshi da gio’ ngén
trd 1én. Ngon tay &y dang vé 1én khong trung.

“Khong can nhin man hinh, chi ¢an nhin ngdn tay thao tic va chuyén
dong clia mét thi ngay cd mot tén ngdc ciing doan ra dwoc mat khau 1a gi.”
Takeshi néi tinh queo, doan vwron tay gdp miéng ga nwdng.

Thi ra 1a vdy, Mayo v& 1&. Néu nghe tir miéng nguoi khdc, dé ching ¢
da nghi ngo khong doi nao ¢6 chuyén nhw thé”. Song ddi véi 6ng chd nay



thi may chuyén d6 chang nhim nho gi, chd &y con gia dang canh sit d&
nghe ngdng thong tin ter hang x6m kia ma.

Mayo khong khéi kinh ngac. Chuyén Takeshi biét dwoc tén va chirc vu
cua Kakitani phai chdng ciing 1a xem dwgc twr dién thoai cia Kogure? Nghe
Mayo hdi ciu d6, Takeshi d tra 1o rang: “Um, dai d&€ 12 nhu vay. PAu mdi
lién lac & s& canh sat dia phu’O’ng chinh 1a Kakitani phu trach to hinh sy.
Kogure 1a thanh tra, n€u hai ngwoi ngang cap thi da phai glu’ y v&i nhau.
N6i thé nhung n&u bj gi cho mot tay linh quén thi hin chang tirc 16n rudt
1€n &y a. Chinh vi th€’, chi doan cap bac ctia Kakitani 1a tro’ 1y thanh tra,
con chitc vu chéc 12 t& trueéng.”

Mayo nhin 6ng chi dang néi chuyén than nhién nhw khong. Lap ludn cua
Takeshi c6 tinh logic nha't dinh.

“Khong hd danh chid cta chau,” Mayo néi. “Khdong ho danh mot
Samurai.”

Takeshi bdng ddt cdc bia xudng ban mot cdch ddy thd bao, tao ra mot
ti€ng uych 13 to, roi lr médt nhin Mayo.

“Pung c6 nhic dén cdi tén ay.”

“Tai sao a?”

“Ch?ing sao trang gi ca. Du c¢6 bi cay miéng chau ciing khong dwoc néi
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ra.
Mayo ben nhun vai.
Samurai Zen 1a nghé danh cia Takeshi twr thoi con 1a do thuét gia.



L'an dau tién Mayo biét chuyén bd minh ¢ mét ngwoi em trai kém 12 tudi
12 vao ndm c6 hoc 16p 6. Chuyén xdy ra khi gia dinh c6 dang & nha tang 18
chuan bi cho dém canh linh ctru cia ba Tomiko, ba ndi Mayo.

“Chii 4y bdo khong kip vé dém nay nén sé dén dy 1€ dwa tang vao ngay
mai, vi thé”bd nghi nén néi chuyén trede voi con.”

Ong Eiichi cho Mayo biét tén ctia em trai minh 1a Takeshi.

“Th& ma con ching biét mo & gi ca. Sao trude gid bd me khdng néi cho
con?”

Ong Eiichi nghiéng du to vé& bdi roi.

“Ly do 1én nhat chic 13 vi bd chwa tim dwoc dip nao thich hop. VA lai
ngay ca b6 cling hon chuc nam roéi chwa gap chid &y. Du sao I'an cudi clung
bd" gdp chid con la tredre ca khi con ra dosi ma. Ngay nhw me con cling mai
gap chd 4y ddoc mot Tan trede khi cudi b6 Tham chi bd con ¢6 cam gidc
bi€t dau hai anh em s& khong bao gio gap lai nhau nira. Vi thé b da nghi
n&u khong th€ néi khéo 1éo, chi bang dirng néi vé chi véi con thi hon.”

“Sao bd" v chi lai khong gép nhau? Hai nguoi khong than nhau a?”

“Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau,” dng Eiichi cwoi thi€u ndo. “Ly do don gian
thoi. Pa’y 1a vi chi con dang 1am viéc bén My. Chwa k&€ chu &y con nay day
mai do, khong c6” dinh mot chd nén ra't kho d€ bon bd” khdp lich dwore voi
nhau.”

“Rala vay.”

“Nhung khi bd” giri mail thdng bao ba ndi qua doi, chd con da tra loi 1a
s& vé du 18 tang ba. B& hoi bat ngd vi cir chic mAm chid con s& xin ki€u
khong vé dwoc co.”

Ong Eiichi néi ring lic nay Takeshi dang trén dwong tré vé tir Florida,
néi trong sdng mai s& ha cdnh & Narita. L& dua tang s& bit du tir budi trura.



Mayo khong héi xem Takeshi lam cong viéc gi & My. Chi riéng chuyén
bi€t minh ¢6 mot ngwoi chd da da khi€n c¢6 bat ngo roi, thanh thé co6
khong nghi dwoec dé€n mue day.

Sang hém sau, Mayo dwoc gdp nguoi chi &y trong phong doi cia nha
tang 1&. Chu Takeshi rat cao, dang dep nhu ngwoi miu. Mit miii cling khoi
ngo, tudn tu, trong ch?ing gid'ng ong Eiichi chut nao.

Sau khi nghe bd" gi¢i thiéu, Mayo cui dau chao: “Chau chao chd.”

“Chu biét rd't rd V€ chdu day.” Takeshi mim cwoi véi Mayo. “Chi nghe
noi chau veé ra't dep va cuyc ky yéu meo ding khong nao? Rat vui duwge gap
chau, chu tén 1a Takeshi.” Takeshi n6i roi chia tay ra.

Mayo ling ting bét tay chd. V& dep va yéu meo, chd &y néi tring phéc.
Chéc 12 nghe bd k&€ ddy ma, Mayo tham nghi.

Takeshi cling chao hdi ba Kazumi. Mayo nghe chd néi véi me la “da 14
nam khong gip”. Chi xin 10i vi khong th€ dén dy ddm cuwdi cia bd me.

Ba Tomiko, ba n6i Mayo sinh thoi khdng giao du voi nhiéu nguwoi, thanh
thtr ddm tang cta ba ciing nhd, chi y&u la nguwoi than trong gia dinh. L&
dwa tang dién ra ling 18, doan ngwdi x&p hang dang hoa va ndéi loi tién biét
cudi cuing truede khi déng ndp quan tai ciing khong qud dai.

Nguoi x€p hang cudi cung la Takeshi. Nhin chd, Mayo thdy 1a la. D6 1a
vi tay chud khong cam hoa.

Takeshi ti€n dén gan linh cwtru, hai tay nhe nhang 6m tron 18y ma me.
Ti€p theo, chi chidm rai nang tay 1én, dich chuyén dén tredc nguc ba
Tomiko rdi chip tay khan. Chd ti€p tuc dwa tay 1én r'o6i lai ha tay xudng.

Canh twong ma Mayo dwgc chirng ki€n sau da’y, ¢ 1€ su6t doi nay co
cling khong th€ nao quén.

T d6i tay dang chip lai cta chd Takeshi, nhitng cdnh hoa dd, tring, tim
bit dAu chao liéng xudng. S& cianh hoa mdi lic mot nhidu 1én, lodng mot
cai da phu kin ngwc ba ndi c6. Nhirng ngwoi dirng xung quanh déu thd't 1én
kinh ngac.

Khi nhitng cdnh hoa da nging rovi, Takeshi van chip tay, mic niém. Sau
d6, chii m& mit ra, budng tay xudng, cii mdt lay trede thi the ngudi me,
r'oi roi khoi linh ctru trivdre sy ngd’ ngang cua ta't cd moi nguoi.

Thay Takeshi di vé phia minh, Mayo ngwéc mét nhin chid. Khudn miit Ay
khong biéu 16 bat ky cam xdc gi, ¢t nhuw th€ mudn néi ring t6i ching lam



chuyén gi dac biét ca.

Sau khi nhén lai hai ¢6t ba ndi tai nha hda tang, gia dinh Mayo td chirc
mot btra com chi gom ho hang than thich. Mayo t0 mo khong chiu noi vé
ngwoi chd Ian dau tién gap mat. Co6 mudn hdi xem chuyén khi nay la th&’
nao, sao chd lai lam dwoc nhw vay. Song, khong hi€u sao Takeshi lai toat ra
cai vé kho gén, chi ciing chi néi déi ba cau véi b6" me ¢o, thanh thir Mayo
khong con cach nao khac ngoai dirng nhin chd tw xa.

Thay vao dé, may ba co ho ng'di canh Mayo bét dau xi xo vé chid. Nghe
ho ndi chuyén, Tan dau tién Mayo dwgc bi€t Takeshi 1a mdt do thuat gia &
My.

Khong biét do thudt do thiéc c6 nudi noi miéng dn cua chi ay khong? Ai
ma biét, nhwng nghe bdo chi dy noi tiéng ra tro day. That a? Khong biét
thu nhdp cua chi &y dwoc khodng bao nhiéu nhi? Chuyén do téi ciing chiu,
khong hinh dung noi. Co ma tro do thudt khi nay ding la dinh thdt day...

Ra viy, héa ra d6 la tro do thuat. Nghe 10m cau chuyén cta ho, Mayo
moi vo 1€,

Ngay sau d6, 6ng Eiichi n6i dbi loi voi moi ngwoi va khép lai budi an
udng. ROt cudc Mayo van chwrra néi chuyén dwore v&i chd. To1 hom Ay, lic
chi ¢6 ba ngwoi trong nha ngdi dn véoi nhau, Mayo bén héi lai mét Ian nira
ve chu Takeshi.

“A, con nghe céc ¢, cic bac néi the’ ha? Ding r'o6i, chd Takeshi dang 1am
ao thuat gia & My,” 6ng Eiichi khong ¢6 vé gi 1a mudn gidu gi€m.

“Sao chu &y lai mu6n lam 4o thuat gia hd b6?”

“Chuyén d6 thi bd khong rd. Ciing nhiéu nguwdi hdi bd cau day 14m,”
ong Eiichi chau may té vé ling ting, the roi hai vor chdng quay sang nhin
nhau.

Chéc hai ngudi ciing tirng nhic d&n chuyén nay. Me Mayo im ling, mim
cwoi, xem ra ba ciing da dwore chdng k€ cho nghe dai khai sy tinh.

Ong Eiichi nhin vé phia Mayo.

“C6 diéu, tr nhd chi con da khac nguwoi, chid Ay rd't hing thd voi siéu
nang luc.”

“Si€u nang lyc?”

“Con da nghe dén cdi tén Uri Geller bao gio’ chwa nhi?”



Pay 1a Tan d4u tién Mayo nghe dén céi tén 47y, vi vay co lic dau ddp:
“Chuwa a.”

“Uri Geller tw nhan minh 1a ngwoi ¢6 siéu nang lyc, dng da tré thanh cha
dé ban tan sudt nhitng nim 1970. Ong Ay ciing tirng d&n Nhat, khién cho
trao Iwru sidu ning lwc bung nd khip Nhit Ban. Man biéu dién bé cong thia
bang siéu ning lyc ra't dwoc wa chudng, hoi d6 bd ciing hay cling cdc ban
bit chuwde theo 14m.”

“Bé cong thia 8y a? Cé that 1a 6ng 2y lam dwoc nhw vay khdng b6?”

Ong Eiichi mim cudi, ¢ dau.

“Tiéc 1a khong 1au sau d6, ngudi ta da chi ra rang d6 chealng qua la mot
trd bip bom va trao lwu si€u nang lyc cling bi€n mat. Chu con sinh ra trwedc
dé do may nam.”

Sau d6, cau chuyén 6ng Eiichi k€ cho Mayo nghe 1a thé nay:

H'6i Takeshi hoc ti€u hoc, khong hi€u vi 1y do gi ma ciu bé lai quan tim
va bit dau tim hi€u vé trio leu siéu ning lyc von di troi vao di ving nay.
Khoéng bi€t cdu bé ki€m dau dwoc ma’y cdi video cii ciia Uri Geller va xem
di xem lai trén cdi dau video gia dinh m&i bat dau thinh hanh thoi bay gid.
Khi b6 me hdi 1y do thi cau bé chi dap gon 16n 1a “vi né hay”.

Thanh tich hoc tip ctia Takeshi & treong khong t&, trai lai con xuat sic,
bdi vay bd me cdu quyét dinh lo' chuyén d6 di. Ho cho ring s¢m mudn gi
cau cliing chan ma thoi.

Mot hom, treedre khi cd nha an tdi da xdy ra mdt chuyén nhw thé nay.
Thyc don hém d6 1a mén com ca ri, Takeshi vira gior chiéc thia vé phia me
minh, ba Tomiko, vira néi:

“Me, thia ki€u th& nay khé &n 14m.”

Eiichi nhin chi€c thia ay. P6 1a mot chi€c thia hét sirc binh thwong,
trong khong cé vé gi la c6 van dé. Ba Tomiko nghiéng dau, hdi Takeshi tai
sao chi€c thia &y lai kh6 dung.

“Thi né bi nhw the&” nay, xic lam sao dwoc a,” Takeshi n6éi, doan hoi xoay
cO tay.

Viao khoanh khéc tiép theo, mot chuyén khong thé tin ndi da xdy ra.
Chi€c thia Takeshi dang cam trén tay chot cong oat lai.



Tuw tan ddy long, Eiichi khong khoi kinh ngac. B&i ngwoi ta da cong nhan
ring chuyén bé cong thia chi la trd bip, thyc chit l1a nhan lic khadn gid
khong d€' y, am tham an chi€c thia xudng san d€ bé cong nd. Song Takeshi
khong hé lam nhw vdy. Cu bé da bé cong chi€c thia gitra khong trung cho
moi nguoi xem.

B6 me ciling ciing chirng ki€n. Vi qua soc nén tat ca chi bi€t ngd nguoi
ra, khong mot ai thdt I1€n dwoe cau nao ngay lic &y. Nhung sau dd’y moi
ngwoi m&i nhiang hét ca 1én. Ho tdi tdp hdi Takeshi xem rot cudc cau ay da
lam gi va bang cich ndo. Song Takeshi khong néi gi. Cau chi kh& nhéch
moi cuoi, doan di 18y mdt chiéc thia méi va than nhién ngdi an ca ri. Ca
Eiichi va b& me déu tin chic ring phai c6 manh khée gi d6, ho thay nhau
ki€m tra chié€c thia. Song d6 hin nhién van 12 chiéc thia thwong ngay nha
Kamio van diing, khong phdi thir d6 ma chi ¢dn dung d4u ngdén tay tdc
dong mot Iyc nhd vao da cong dworc.

R&t cude Takeshi da gitr bi méat d6 d€n cung. “Vi thé¢’ ma cho dén tén bay
gior bd van khong biét chii con d4 ding méanh khée gi,” ong Eiichi vira cwoi
vira k€ v&i con gdi. “P6 1a Tan dau tién va cling 1a Tan cudi cing chd con
lam chuyén d6 tredc mat ca nha. B6 khong rd nhirng ngay sau dé chid con
da nghi gi trong dau. Hai anh em cach nhau nhi€u tu6i nén hau nhw chéng
bao gio m& long tim sy v&i nhau.”

“Nhung d6 1a mét tro o thudt chir khong phai siéu nang lyc bd nhi,”
Mayo néi. “Thé& nghia la chd con da khat khao tré thanh mét do thuét gia tw
ngay d6 ha b6?”

“B& doan vay. Phai may nam sau b6 m&i bi€t diéu do.”

Lén 1&p 12 chwa dwoe bao 1au, Takeshi da ngd y mudn sang My hoc
ngh¢é 4o thuat sau khi t6t nghiép.

Takeshi néi voi b6 cdu, 6ng Yasuhide ring d6 13 wée mo' tir thud nhd cla
cau Tham chi ciu con qua quyét ring minh sinh ra d€ 1am 4o thuat gia va
ring n&u bd me cA'm can ciu di theo con dwong d6 thi ciu sdng cling chang
coOn y nghia ntra.

biéu diang ngac nhién la Takeshi s¢m da quy€t dinh noi tu nghiép bén
My, cdu da ding ky vao treong dao tao do thudt gia & Boston xong xubi
dau vao da’y roi.



Takeshi khan khoan xin 6ng Yasuhide cho minh vay mot triéu yén. Cau
ctii dau tuyén bd trong vong nam nam cdu nha't dinh s€ tra lai bd sd ti€n
ay, néu nhw khong tra dwgc cdu s€ tir bd wde mo va khin goi tréd vEé nwoce.

Yasuhide dong y, xem ra 6ng da cam nhan dwoc sy nghiém tic ctia ciu
con trai. Khong nhtrng th€’, 6ng con chuan bi cho Takeshi s6 tién ga'p doi la
hai tri€u y€n thay vi mot tri¢u.

“Tuy nhién,” Yasuhide canh bdo, “ching nao chwa thanh cong thi tuyét
doi dwng ¢6 vac mat vé Nhat.”

“Con biét roi thwa bd',” Takeshi trd loi. “Chwa bi€t ching du ¢6 thanh
cong con cling khong vé dau.”

“Thé cling t6t,” Yasuhide gat ddu man nguyén tredc quyét tdm cua cau
con trai thir.

Mua xuin nam sau, Takeshi sang My ngay khi vwra t&'t nghiép cap ba.
Chitng ki&n em trai tw minh lo liéu h&t moi viéc, Eiichi tin chic ring néu 1a
Takeshi thi ki€u gi cling s€ On ca thoi.

Sau d6 mdt thoi gian Eiichi k&t hon véi Kazumi. Takeshi khong vé dw 18
cwdi. Chi chi gii dién chiic mwng tw Boston. Eiichi da gidi thiéu Kazumi
voi Takeshi twe triedre khi chi qua My.

Cudi nhau dwg'c mét ndm thi Kazumi biét minh mang thai va sau d6 ha
sinh mot bé gai. Cod bé dugrc dat tén 1a Mayo 1on 1én khde manh. Song nha
Kamio khong phai lic nao ciing chi sdng nhirng ngay thang hanh phuc.

Ong Yasuhide ngd bénh. K&t qua xét nghiém cho tha’y 6ng méc bénh ung
thw phdi. Chwa k€, bénh tinh con ti€n tri€n kha nang. Tié€n lwong chi con
song dwoc thém nira nam.

Khi d3 ndm trén giwong bénh, diéu 6ng Yasuhide yéu cu ba Tomiko va
v’ chong Eiichi chinh 1a khong dwoc phép bdo tin cho Takeshi.

“Thing bé van dang tu nghiép d€ thyc hién wéc mo cia né. B& da din
n6 chirng nao chwa thanh cong thi chéd ¢6 vac mat vé. Ping ¢6 1am nd ban
long vi nhirng chuyén khong dau.”

Moi nguoi trong nha déu hi€u 6ng Yasuhide von la ngwoi don hiu
nhung cling lai ¢6 phan ¢6 chap nén danh ton trong y nguyén ctua éng. Co
1€ ngwoi khd s& nha't chinh 1a ba Tomiko, song ba da khéng néi gi ca.

Chéng bao l4u sau, dng Yasuhide nhém mét xuoi tay. Eiichi goi dién sang
My thong bdo cho Takeshi khi da qua bon chin ngay. Eiichi cling giai bay



voi em trai chuyén moi ngwoi gidu dén tdn hom nay la vi nghe theo yéu
cau cua 6ng Yasuhide.

“Em hi€u r'6i.” Takeshi nhe nhang néi. “Trong thoi gian nay, em chwa ¢6
y dinh vé tham md b6". Nho anh lo liéu gidp em nhé.”

“Anh bi€t r'oi,” Eiichi dap.

Khoédng ba nidm sau d6, Eiichi nghe dwgc mét chuyén hét siec thd vi tw
ngudi quen ctia minh, rang c6 mot 3o thudt gia ngudi Nhat ra't ¢ tiéng &
My¥. Nguoi quen d6 dwa cho Eiichi mot chiéc dia DVD, bao ring khong
bi€t d6 c6 phai em trai 6ng hay khong.

Lic Eiichi bat Ién xem thtt, 6ng khong khdi ngd ngang. Ngwdi trinh dién
voi nghé danh Samurai Zen dang dieng trén san kha'u trang 1€ d6 dich thi 1a
Takeshi.

Takeshi an van gidng mot théy tu trén ndi. Khi mot ¢6 gdi xinh dep ding
vao chinh gitra sdn khau, Takeshi 1lién 6m mot d6ng rom tw chié€c hop dat
bén canh, doan bit dau quin rom quanh ngudi cd gdi. Sw khéo 1éo Ay that
dang kinh ngac, lodng cdi chd rom d6 da che kin toan bd co’ the ciia my nir.
Trong nhr mot bu nhin rom to bang ngwdi that dirng chinh gitra sin khau.

Sau d9, Takeshi cdm 1én mot thanh ki€m Nhit. Vwa rut thanh ki€m ra
khdi bao, Takeshi vira khua khodng nhur @& 1am ndi bat 4nh sdng 14 ldnh
cua ledi gwom, vira chAm rdi ti€n gan dén chd bl nhin rom. Th& roi anh
dwng chéan lai, hai tay ¢cam thanh ki€m Nhat gio’ 1én cao, tich tdc sau, da
chém ngay xudng dau bu nhin.

Bu nhin rom bi chat phang thanh hai nira theo chi€u doc. Song vi lwdi
chém qud ngot nén né van ding yén tai chd. K& ti€p, Takeshi lai chém
ngang than bu nhin lam d6i. Méc cho nhirng s¢i rom bay 14 ta, nira trén cua
bl nhin vin khong d6. Tt hwedng ngwoc lai, Takeshi vung thanh ki&€m Nhat
hét Tan nay dén lan khac voi tdc d6 nhanh nhw chop, hét chém chéch tw
trén xudng roi lai chém chéo tr dwdi Ién. Co man nhirng s¢ii rom bj chat
phang bay liéng trén khong trung.

Cudi cung Takeshi cling dwng lai. Nhitng s¢ri rom chao liéng trwedc khi
ro'1 xudng san, cha't thanh dong. Takeshi ti€n gan d€n dong rom 2y, quy
xudng va lam di€u by nhr dang doc thian chu.

Vao khodnh khic ti&p theo, ddng rom bdng chdy ngin ngut, tao thanh
mot cot Itra. Cot Itra &y con cao qua dau Takeshi. Ngon Itra sang chéi dén



murc khong con trong tha'y gi nira.
Song ngon Ita Ay da tit ngay. DE106i ditng d6 1a co géi xinh dep da xua't
. y y .
hién luc dau.

Sau mot gidly yén ling, ti€ng vd tay va reo ho ctia khan gia tré nén vang
doi. Takeshi chap hai tay triedrc ngue va cii dau.

“B& bat ngo 1dm. Cho dén khi Ay, thi thodng bd va chii con c6 trao ddi

ua thu tw hodc dién thoai, cé diéu chu &y chwa bao gio’ k€ cho bd nghe vé
: y chura | )
tinh hinh cong viéc ciia minh. B& doan chac han chd &y phai vat va lam
nhwng bié€t chd con thanh cdng ryc r& nhw vay, bd ra't 18y lam mwng. B6” da
cho ba ndi con xem ngay lac d6.”

“Chu @Yy si€u th€”. Con ciing mudn xem cai d6,” Mayo nai.

“Tiéc qua, dé la dia DVD b6 mwon nguoi ta, nén khéng c6 & day. B&
cling nghi sao ngay &y minh khong chép lai mét ban, nhung hdi han thi

y ay :
cing da mudn roéi.”

“Chu con ra't ndi tiéng & My phai khong bd? Con mudn xem chi dién
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qua.

“Khi nao 1o'n con qua d6 xem la dwgre ma. Nhwng con phai xem chd con
c6 con noi ti€ng dén tan lic da’y hay khong.”

“B& me khong di xem chi dién a?”

“B&° dd néi v&i con r'oi con gi, khé khép dwoe lich 18m. VA lai chic chi
con khong mudn b6 xem dau.”

g

“Tai sao a?”

Nghe Mayo héi, 6ng Eiichi Ii€n 4m .

“B0" khong giai thich dwoc, nhing b6 ¢6 cam gidc d6 la thé gidi riéng
ctia chu con, bd khong dwgrc phép xadm pham. Chinh vi thé ma tw trede dén
gio’ bo" van ¢6” gang d€ khong can dy vao.”

Mayo khdng hi€u nhitng diéu b& néi cho 1dm. Du tudi tic c6 cdch xa

y
nhau thi hai ngwoi van 13 anh em co' ma.

“Géan day hai anh em khong lién lac v&i nhau may. Chic chii con ciing
chang hay bi€t gi chuyén & nha dau.”

“Nhung bd da ke vé con cho chi nghe con gi?”

“K€& vé con w? Sao con lai noi thé?”



“Thi chua 2y bi€t ma. Chuyén con vé dep, roi thi chuyén con yéu meo
nwra.”

Ong Eiichi 1¥én nghiéng d4u khé hiéu.

“La nhi? B6" ¢6 n6i ma’y chuyén &y v&i chi con bao gior dau.”

“Sao cor, that ha b6?”

N&u vay thi sao chd lai bi€t nhi? Mayo cam thay ky la, song cd khong c6
cach nao d€ xac nhan chuyén do.

Trong khodng mdt thoi gian sau day, bd con c6 khdng con nhic dé&n chi
Takeshi ntra. D1 v&i ¢6 bé Mayo bay gior da 1én cap hai thi chuyén phai
chién da'u v&i cam gidc go bo khi 1a con géi cia thdy gido mdi la van dé
quan trong. V€ phan Eiichi, xem ra 6ng cting khong dac bi¢t mudn bi€t em
trai minh dang sdng ra sao trén da't My.

Takeshi ba't ngo tré vé nwdre cach ddy tam nam. Mayo khong biét 1y do
1a gi. B&i chd &y khong ndi.

Chéc vi cling danh dum dwoc mdt khodn tién nha't dinh nén Takeshi bat
dau m& quan bar & Ebisu. Xem chwng chd &y khong ¢6 ¥ dinh mé mot bira
tiéc khai trirong hoanh trdang, song Oong Eiichi vin ngd y dén chic murng,
b&i vy Mayo ciling cing b6 me tdi do.

D6 1a mdt quan bar nhod, ngoai quay bar ra thi chi c6 mot chi€c ban danh
cho hai ngwoi ng'6i. Takeshi khong td vé phién ha khi gia dinh anh trai dén,
song ciing khong té ra hoan nghénh cho 14m.

Pa mwoi ndm roi Mayo moi gédp lai chi. Cau dau tién Takeshi hoi khi
trong tha’y Mayo 1a: “Chdu van con vé tranh chir?”

Nghe Mayo tra 1oi: “Chdu mudn tré thanh ki€n tric sw nén v€ ra't nhiéu
tranh v€ nha ctra.”

Takeshi Iién ddp: “Vay thi t6t r6i,” doan nhoén miéng cwoi.

Sau d6, ctr vai nam Mayo m&i gap chd mot Tan. Pac biét ngay sau khi ba
Kazumi qua doi, 6ng Eiichi va chid Takeshi dad néi chuyén véi nhau may
Tan vE€ viéc nén tinh sao v&i ngbi nha. B&i ngdi nha d6 qua rong voi nguoi
song mot thain mdt minh nhw 6ng Eiichi. Nhwng b di thi khong no'.

Ly do can phong ctua Takeshi dwoe khoi phuc lai du chid khong hé dung
dén co lién quan t&i nhitng chuyén nhw thé’.



“Hinh nhw thoi gian gdy 4n ndm trong khodng tir 8 gior d&n 12 gior dém
ngay 6 thang 3, tiec hdm thr Bdy,” sau khi &n xong xién ga nuwdng cudi
cung, Takeshi ddt que xudng dia, n6i.

“The”a? Cling hop 1y...”

“Chau bi€t chuyén gi a?”

“Hém qua lic & s& canh sat, ho da hoi vé hanh tung cta chau tor hdm thir
Bay. Dic biét ho hoi di hdi lai vé hom thi Bay. Phai d&n khi chdu khai ring
hém d6 chau nha ca ngay, con budi tdi thi goi 6 & mot nha hang ban moén
an Tay gan nha, ho mdi chiu vira 1ong.”

Nghe cau chuyén cua Mayo, Takeshi gat g l[ién ma'y céi.

“Ra vay. Chéc ho yén tri vi di loai dwoc ¢d con gdi doc nhat clia nan
nhan ra khoi danh sach ké tinh nghi. Nhung thay vao d6 em trai rudt cua
nan nhan lai khéng cé chirng clr ngoai pham.” Takeshi chia ngén cdi vao
nguc minh.

“Canh sat thdm chi con nghi ngo’ ca ngwoi nha chi nhi?”

“Canh sat diéu tra la cai gidng chuyén nghi ngo td't cd moi ngwoi ma.
Nhwng né€u khdng phéi ngwoi nhw vay thi khong dam dwong noi cdng viéc
ay. Khong bi€t cédi tay Kogure dé c6 nghi chd 1a mot nhan vat can chu y
khong day.”

“Chuyén dé thi chau cting khong n6i dwoc gi...”

[t nha't thi 6ng ta cling khong c6 thién cdm v&i Takeshi, Mayo tham nghi.

“Céch thure sat hai 1a siét cd,” Takeshi n6i thém.

“Ha, that a?” Mayo nhin mat. “Chuyén do6 chu cling doc dwoge trong dién
thoai cta thanh tra Kogure a?”

“Phai.”

“B& chdu bj siét c& bang day sao?”



“C6 vé nhu ho chwa tim thdy hung khi. Nhwng ddy khong phai 1a loai
day s¢ii manh. B&i né khong d€'1ai vét tich gi trén c6 bd chau. Tuy nhién, vi
khong c6 dau tay nén ciing khong phai 1a bép ¢d.” Takeshi cam c6c bia Ién,
udng dén khi chi con lai dd hai centimet tinh tw day cdc. “Bén gidm dinh
nhan dinh ring dé cé the 1a mot loai vai mém c6 do rong nhi't dinh, kicu
nhw khan mat gi d6.”

“Khan mat...” Mayo 187y tay phai so 1én ¢& minh.

“Von di d6 khong phai 1a thir phit hop d€ si€t ¢c6. Mu6n bép nghet khi
quan & vung cO thi nén dung mét s¢i ddy manh va dai. Chir khan mat thi
ra’t kho d€ ¢ the chen ép hoan toan khi quin. Nhung van ¢6 th€ chin ding
mach mau & hai bén ¢6. Khi tinh mach va ddng mach bi si€t chat thi mau s€
khong lwu thong dwoe 1€n ndo va cling khong ti€p nhan deoc oxy nwra, két
qua la t vong. Dong mau khong bi€t chdy di dau s€ phd vo nhirng mach
mau nhd tin hin & nhan cau va tran ra ngoai. C6 vé nhuw thi thé cia bd” chau
& trong trang thdi d6. Khi mé mi mét ra thi lién chdy mau mét.”

Mayo dit diia xudng. Mén mi fororo soba van con sét lai mot it, song
nghe Takeshi giai thich xong, c6 hoan toan khdng con tam tri d€ an ntra.

“Né&u nhw nhan ciu cia bd chau khong c¢6 gi ba't thwong, khong chirng
bd chéu da bj coi la chét vi suy tim...”

“Théi,” Mayo néi. “Chau khong mu6n nghe nhirng chuyén dé nwra dau.”

Takeshi td ra bat ngo, néi “Vay a,” roi voi tay 18y chén tra, hip sum
sup.

“Thé” thi doi chu @& nhé. Chau c6 biét lich trinh cia bd chdu hom thw
Bdy khong?”

Mayo lic dau.

“Chau bi€t lam sao dwgrc. Hai b6 con sdng cach xa nhau ma.”

“Vay a? Ma, ciing phai.”

“Canh sat cling hdi chau cau d6. Lich trinh ca b6 chau cudi tuan vira
roi quan trong dén thé& ha cha?”

“Chd van chua bigt. C6 diéu chd ddm chic hom thit Bdy bd chiu di di
dau d6. Hoac dén mot noi twong ddi trang trong, hodac da gdp mot ngwoi
nao da’y rat quan trong.”

“Sao chu bi€t?”



Takeshi ndm 147y c& 4o clia chiéc 40 khodc quan doi.

“La nho trang phuc. Lic nguoi ta tim thay thi th€ bo” chdu, 6ng &y méc
com-lé. Mic du da thdo ca vat nhung van con khoédc nguyén do vest. Chi da
xem anh r'6i nén khéng sai dwoc dau.”

“Anhw...”

“Trong dién thoai cia Kogure c6 lwu nhirng birc anh chup thi thé€’ b6 chau
tw ra’t nhiéu goéc khac nhau.”

“Nhirng birc anh dé, chau xin chd, dwng c6 cho chau xem day,” Mayo
nhin mit, ngodnh sang mdt bén, gio hai tay ra dang trudre.

“Tiéc la chi khong ¢c6 m&’y birc anh d6 ¢ day. Chi cling nghi dé€n chuyén
1én It giri anh sang dién thoai ciia minh, nhwng nghi thé nao ciing thd’y néu
d€ lai da'u vét thi chét d& nén chu danh kiém ché’.”

“Ra vay. May qua...”

“Thé&’, chau nghi sao? M6t nguoi da vé hwu dwgc ma’y ndm nay, lai con
mac com-I& vao ngay thir Bay, n€u suy luin ngwoi da'y da d€n mét noi nao
do rat dac bi€t thi cing hgp 1y con gi?”

“Ciing c6 th€. Vi 1€ d6 ma canh sat cling hdi chdau vé hanh tung cua b
chau vao cudi tuan.”

“Chu hoi lai mot Tan nira, chau ¢6 doan ra dwoc bd chau an mac nhuw thé’
vao mdt ngay thir Bay la d€ di dau khong?”

“Hwm,” Mayo khoanh tay lai, nghiéng dau néi. “H6i con di lam, khong
riéng gi nhitng lic dé&n treong ma di dau bo chéu cling mic com-1&. Ngdm
ra thi k€ tir sau khi bd" chau vé hwu, hinh nhw chdu chwa thd'y b6" mac com-
1& bao gior. N6i vy nhung hai bd con ciing hoa hoin 14m méi gip nhau.”

“Nhurng ldc di gdp dong nghiép cii thi sao?”

“Chau nghi b6 khdong mac com-1é dau a. Vi ho thwong udng & mot quan
nhau tried'c nha ga ma. TAm nay van con lanh nén chdu dodn bd" s€ mic do
len v&i do khodc 16ng vil gi d6.”

“Thé& con nhirng buoi gap mat li€n quan dén s& thich hay hoc van thi
sao? N&u toan nhirng nha nghién ctru van hoc tu hop v&i nhau thi dn mac
Xué xoa cheamg phai khé coi 1dm sao?”

Mayo thit néi ra mié€ng cum tr “nha nghién ctru van hoc”. C6 khéng dinh
hinh dwoe. Mac du biét 1a dang néi dé€n bo” minh, song ¢6 chwa ting nghi



xem cdi chirc danh &y 1a nhw thé nao.

“Chéu xin 18i. Thd thye 13 chdu khong 16 k€ tir sau khi vé hwu, b chdu
da so'ng nhw thé’ nao. Chdu xin 18i vi khong gidp ich gi dwge.”

Takeshi bén thé hét ra ding miii nhw the mudn néi “thoi danh vay”.

“Thé& con quan hé v&i phu nte thi sao?”

“Phu ni¥?” Mayo ba't gidc tron xoe mét. “Y chi la gi?”

“Theo dung nghia den thoi. Me chdau ma't cing degrc ndm, sau ndm roi
con gi. Cé ¢b con gdi ddc nhat thi ciing ra khdi nha, mét di khdng tré vE,
b6 chdu mudn tim nhan duyén mdi cling dau 18y gi lam la.”

“B& chédu 4? Chaamg c6 nhé€. Khong dovi nao cé chuyén d6 dau chd.”

“Sao chau c6 th€ khging dinh nhw viy dwoc? 62 tudi van yéu dwong,
xung quanh chd ngwoi nhw thé” day ra ay.”

“Thi ¢6 th€ xung quanh chud ¢6 ngwoi nhw the’.”

“Sé€ that ky qudc n€u chdu mac dinh anh trai chd khong lam vay. Ma thoi.
Vé di€m nay chic canh sét s& diéu tra. N&u nhw ¢6 mdt ngudi phu nit nhuw
vay va b6  chdu da gdp nguoi d6 triedre khi bi sat hai thi thé nao ciing d€ lai
dau vet gi d6.”

“Dau vet?”

“N6i vé d6 mang theo nguoi thi ¢6 th€ 1a hdéa don khach san tinh yéu
hay hop thu6c bén trong c6 dung thudc chira bénh r6i loan cwong dwong.
N6i vé quan do thi ¢6 the€ 1a d6 16t. R6i thi tinh dich, hodc tuy treong hop
ngwoi ta con c6 th€ phat hién ra dich ti€t ciia ngwoi phu niv. Néu sau khi
lam tinh ma khong di tdm thi & bd phan sinh duc...”

“Stop,” Mayo néi doan gio’ tay phai Ién. “Chu diwng & day di.”

“Kich dong manh qua ha?”

“Chau khong mudn twdng twong dé€n nhirng khia canh d6 cia b6 chau.
Vi thit ¢c6 m6t ngwoi phu nir nhw vay thét thi chau cling mudn nghi 1a hai
ngwoi chi & mirc d6 dn uéng v&i nhau théi.”

Takeshi lic dau: “Ho khong &n udng cling nhau.”

“Tai sao a?”

“Mot ngwoi dan 6ng 62 tuGi sé khong cat cong dong com-l1€ r'oi cung
nguwoi tinh vao quan ramen dau.”

“Quéan ramen?”



Takeshi 187y di€n thoai ra, thao tic ra't mau le.

“Nguwoi ta da tim thd’y trong da day ctia b6” chdu nhirng s¢ii mi dang trong
qué trinh ti€u hoa, thit x4 xiu va hanh chwa ti€u héa. Cé vé nhu b6 chau da
dung bwra cadch d6 khoang hai ti€ng.”

Chi nghe chuyén tho6i da da khi€n Mayo cé cam giac chua miéng, rat kho
chiu.

“T6m lai,” Takeshi ti€p tuc. “B6 chdu da dn ramen hai ti€ng trwedc khi bi
sat hai. Xét vé mit thoi gian thi xem ra ddy 1a btra t6i. T nhirng di€u trén
ching ta c6 th€ suy ludn nhw sau: H6m thr Bay, b6 chau déng com-1€ ra
khoi nha. Cé th€ 1a di gap ai do, cling c6 the€ dia di€m bd chau mudn dén la
mot noi ma n€u khong an méc lich sy thi khé 1ong budc chan vao. Du la gi
di ntra thi sau khi xong viéc, bd" chdu da an ramen va lén dwong vé nha.
Mait khac, mdt ké nao d6 da 1én k& hoach 1én vao nha chau trong lic bo
chdu di vang. Han dinh 1én it @6t nhdp vao nha ti¥ viedn sau, nhung trede
khi kip 1am vay thi da bj bd" chdu bit dwoc. Va néu nhur ké d6 mau chéng
chu'dn di thi bi kich I'an nay da khong xay ra. Nhung hin da khong bd tron
ma lai chon cach cwdp di tinh mang bd” chdu. C6 da'u vét ctia mot cude au
da ra tro va theo nhan dinh ctia t6 giam dinh thi phai chang khi bd chau nga
xudng sau cudc loan dd, hung thu da dung vat gi d6 giong nhuw khian mat
si€t ¢O bd chdu twr phia sau. Thi th€ bd” chdu da bai ti€t ra phan va nwdc
ti€u, dad'u vét d6 dwore tim thd'y ca & veon sau. Khi ndy chu ciing néi roi,
bd chau khdng phai bi chét ngat do bi si€t ¢co ma la do dong mach va tinh
mach & ving coO bi chén ép... Sao thé€? Sao chau lai quay mat di?” Takeshi
ngwng lai, hdi. Xem ra cudi cing nguwoi chd nay cling nhin ra vé mat bat
thwong cia c6 chau gai.

“Thi b&i,” Mayo diéu chinh lai nhip thé, doan dwa mét lwdm Takeshi.
“Chu quad thi€u t& nhi chir sao ntra. Chti ¢6 ¢an giai thich chi ti€t d&€n mirc
day khong? Chi ciing phai dat minh vao dia vi ctia chau di ch. Chau
khong mudn hinh dung canh twong lic bd” minh bi giét dau,” vira néi Mayo
vira ty nhan ra mit minh di dé ngau.

“Vay a.” Takeshi 1am bam, doan khé git dau. “Ldi tai chi. Chu ct¢ twdng
Mayo ciing ¢6 cung suy nghi v&i chi, nhung ding l1a chd khong nén dp dat
suy nghi nhw vay. Chd hiéu roi. Chd sé khong da dong dé€n chuyén nay nira.
Chau c quén n6 di.”

“Cung suy nghi?”



“Chd mudn né€u dwoee thi s€ ty minh tim ra chan twedng sy that chir khong
phé thic toan bd chuyén bét gitt hung thil cho canh sat. Cir cho 12 canh st
tém dwoc hung thi thi cling chwa chic ho sé& tiét 16 toan bod thong tin cho
chung ta. Ma khong, c6 1€ ho sé khong cho chung ta bi€t hau hét moi
chuyén. Canh sat &y ma, ho coi gia dinh nan nhan chi don gidn 1a nhan
chirng hay 1a mot trong nhirng tw liéu tham khao ma thoi.”

Mayo nhin xody vao khuén mat dao mao cua Takeshi.

“Ching ta c6 thé ty minh di€u tra sao a? Chu cé phai la diéu tra vién
chuyén nghiép dau?”

“Dwong nhién 1a vay, nhung ciing chging c6 ly do gi d€ quy két 1a ching
ta khong lam dwoc ca. Cé nhirng diéu canh sat khong lam dwo'c nhung chu
lai c6 the€ da’y.” N6i doan Takeshi ding ddy. “VAy hom nay dén diy thoi
nhé.”

“Chu di dau day?”

“Pa qud gior nhan phong r'di nén chi ra quiay 1€ tin d€ nhan chia khéa vé
phong.”

“Khoan da.” Mayo ciling dirng 1&€n. “Néu chi da ndi vay thi chdu cling xin
gidp.”

“Giap? Chuyén gi?”

“Thi chuyén xac dinh chan twdng &y. Chau cling mudn ty minh tim hi€u
xem b chédu da bi ké nao sat hai va vi ly do gi.”

Takeshi lanh lung quay mit di. “Chdu nén tw bd thi hon.”

“Tai sao? Chau cing mudn bi€t sy that ma.”

Takeshi phe phay tay nhw dudi rudi.

“Pung dn néi nhw tré con nita. Sy that 4y chwa chic da khién chau vira y
dau. C6 the mot moi quan hé yéu han rdi rdm va thdi nat sé 10 ra, cling c6
the¢ mdt khia canh khé coi cuia b6 chau ma chiing ta chwa bi€t dé€n s€ bi
phoi bay. Chi m&i chi k€ hoi chi ti€t mot chiit vé tinh trang ctia bd” chau
ldc bj giét ma chdu dd sor xanh mit méo nhw thé 13 dd biét thé ndo roi. Ve
phan minh, chd cling khong hoan nghénh mot ké lam vedong chan veedng
tay dau. Hay ngoan ngoan cho xem chi vach tran chan tweong sy that di.”

“Chau oOn roi. Chau s€ khong than thé nira.”

“Chau khong lam noi dau.”



“Khong phai thé’ ma.”

Nghe vay Takeshi lai mét [an nwra 161 di€én thoai ra, chia man hinh vé phia
Mayo va héi: “Nhuw thé nay ciing khong hé gi sao?”

Thoat tién, Mayo ¢ ngd thir ¢6 dang tha’y trén man hinh 1la mdt cuc dat
sét mau tro. Song co ngay lap tirc nhan ra d6 13 khudén mit ngwdi. Hai mét
cd6 mé to, miéng méo xéch. Miéng ngudi d6 i ra thit dich nhay, mét thi dd
ngau nhw dang chdy mau. Mac du khuoén mét &y khac mot troi mot viee so
voi khuén mat Mayo da nhin thay phong chira thi th€, song d6 khdng phai
ai khac ngoai b6 ¢6. Ngay sau khi dwgrc phat hién, 6ng da ¢ trong bd dang
nay.

Mot th dich vi chua lom trao 1én. Mayo ng'6i thup xudng, 187y tay bit
miéng. Song ¢6 van khong the ngin minh nén mira. Chd thirc dn cd vira
ma&i bd vao bung da lam ban hét san nha.

Mot nir nhéan vién ti dau lao tdi. “Co ¢6 sao khong?”

Mayo ra stec gat dau. Co khong con sirc d€ thd't ra cau “T6i On” nira.



“Chu bao khong gri dnh vao dién thoai ciia minh cor ma?” Mayo vira ding
khiin miit c6 san trong phong d€ che miéng, vira hoi.

“Gid'u kin ngén nghé 4u cling la chuyén thwong tinh d6i voi nhing
ngwoi lam trd mua vui cho thién ha,” Takeshi dap lai trong ldc thao tac dién
thoai.

“Thé€’, tam trang chau sao roi?”

“Chéu On roi. Xin 16i chd.”

Takeshi da hoan ta't thd tuc nhan phong, lic nay Mayo dang & trong can
phong ay. Cach bai tri cling twong tir phong cua cd.

“Chu nhéc lai Tan nira, chdu hdy thé s& ddc toan tim toan sirc d€ lam
sang td chan twdng, lic nao cling wu tién chuyén do, tuyét doi khong nao
niing, khong né tranh.” Takeshi chia 4nh mét sic lanh va ddy manh mé vé
phia Mayo. Clr nhw ¢6 chi xao nhang chiit thoi 1a s€ bi 6ng chd nay thao
ting tinh th'dn khdng chwng.

“Chau xin th€,” Mayo néi doan gio’ tay phai Ién. “Chdu s& khong né
tranh nwra.”

“Puwoc 1r6i.” Takeshi gat manh dau. “Chdu vwra néi hdm qua da di gap
dam canh sat nhi? Hay k€ cho chi nghe toan bo n6i dung cudc trao doi gitra
chdu va bon ho. Chau da bi hdi nhirng gi? Pam ngwoi &y da hodi vé chuyén
gi? Gio’ chau hay huy dong toan bo t& bao nao va k€& cho chi nghe nhirng gi
chau nh¢o dwore, khong che gidu ba't k€ diéu gi.”

“Khong che gidu 4y a... Chau phai bat dau tir dau?”

“Cénh st bt dau ti&p cin chdu tr khi nao?”

“Tw chi€u hém qua a. Lic chdu dang lam viéc thi ho goi dién...”

“Vay thi k€ tir doan d6 di.” Takeshi khoanh tay lai, nga lwng vao chiéc
gh¢ tya bét.



Mayo bét d4u gidi thich nhitng chuyén xay ra tir ngay hom qua trong khi
van dang bj 14n 4t b&i strc manh huyén bi ctia Takeshi. Cau chuyén tiép tuc
cho dé€n doan Takeshi xua't hi€n vao ngay hom nay.

Nghe xong, Takeshi vin khoanh tay. Poan chii chim rdi mé ddi mét nay
gior dang nhdm ho nhw @€ tip trung suy nghi.

“Chd di nim dwoc tinh hinh réi. Gio chiing ta chuyén sang phan nhin
xét, danh gid theo cach riéng ciia minh nhé. Trwdc khi lam vay, chd mudn
cung cap cho chdu mdt s& thong tin can thi€t. Ban nay chdu ndéi la khong
sao nira roi ding khong. VAy thi, mot birc dnh c& ndy chic cling khdng van
dé gi dau nhi.” Takeshi thao tac trén chi€c dién thoai dang d€ bén canh,
doan chia cho Mayo xem mdt birc anh mi.

Mayo lién ngdi thealng lwng 1én. B&i d6 lai 1a mét bire anh chup thi the’ bo’
cd. Tuy nhién, Ian nay la anh chuyp toan than. Mayo ty dong vién minh
khong dwoc quay mit di. N&u lam vay, chic hin tir nay veé sau ong chu nay
s€ khdng bao gio cho ¢ tham gia cuing nira. Co ra stec tran an ban than va
nhin chdm chu vao man hinh.

bung nhu Takeshi n6i khi ndy, 6ng Eiichi mdc com-1€. D6 1a bd com-1€
mau nau ddm ma Mayo trong rat quen. Bén canh thi th€, nhirng thlung
carton da gdp gon dang x&p ch'ong 1én nhau. C6 1€ hung tha dung ching d¢
gid’u xac.

“Chdu c6 nhan ra diéu gi khong?” Takeshi héi.

“Xem nd0.” Mayo lai dwa mét nhin xu6ng birc anh. “Ping 12 chdu cadm
giac da c6 mdt cudc au da. Quan do cua bd chau kha nhau nat, lai con ban
ntra chir.”

“Ngoai ra con gi nira khong?”

“Ngoai ra...” Mayo nhin thi th€ bd te dau dé€n chan. Ky la thay, cam giac
so’ hai trong c6 da bi€n mat. Mot luc sau, Mayo phat hién ra mot diéu.
“A..7

“Sao?”

“B& chdu khong di giay. Ong chi di tat.”

“Chinh xac.” Takeshi bung ngén tay. “Chwa hét, chdu nhin ky ma xem,
mat bén dwdi clia doi ta't ra't ban ding khéng? Tom lai, di€éu d6 c¢6 nghia la
bd chdu d3 gidng co v&i hung thd trong ldc chwa di gidty, chit khdng phai 1a
theo da cdira.”



“Nghia l1a sao a?”

“MOi khi ra veon sau, b chdu thwong 1am thé nao?”

“B& chdu di sandal. Hinh nhw b6 chau d€ d6i sandal ¢ tredre cira kinh.”

“Ttc 1a bd" chdau khong kip x4 sandal a? N6i vy nhung d€ danh nhau véi
ké gian thi mang sandal c¢6 vé bat ti€n nhi?”

“Ké gian?...”

“Tém lai chi dang nghi thé nay.” Takeshi gio’ ngén trd 1én. “Nhw chu
vtra n6i khi ndy, hém thir Bay, b6" chau da déng com-1é di dau da’y. Sau do,
anh Ay an ramen ro6i vé nha. B chdau vao nha tw ctra chinh, c&i giay roi
vao phong doc sach. Nhwng trwedc khi bat dén phong, anh Ay phat hién ké
gian & vron sau. Anh 4y bén mé ctra kinh va chi't van ké d6. Han ta vi sor
bi bdo canh sit nén da tdn cdng bd chau. Hai nguwdi gidng co nhau va bd
chau bj giét.”

Cau chuyén don gian nhuwng lai ¢6 stec thuy€t phuc manh mé. Mayo cam
twdng nhw dang dwoc tha'y canh twong d6 tredc mét.

“Tai bo’ chau khong hoc vo ma.”

“Van dé khong phai & chd d6.” Takeshi 1ic dau. “Van dé 1a & chd bo
chau 1i€u mang d&€n mic nao. C6 1€ trong ldc au da, bd" chau khdéng mudn
khi€n d6i phwong thiét mang. Song ké d6 lai khong nghi nhw vay. Phai
chiing hin cho ring mot khi da bi bét qua tang thi chi con cich giét chét by
chdu ma thoi.”

“Muc dich cia hung thu 1a gi moi dwoc a?”

“Van dé 1a & chd d6. Dot nhap vao nha trong lic chll nhan di Véng, 1€
thwong tinh ching ta chi ¢6 thé nghi d&€n muc dich la d€ 18y trom thir gi
de.”

“Hén da 1y trdm thit gi nhi? Ch4u hoan toan khong bigt. Cor ma, &6 dac
bi virt bira bon nhw thé’, ¢ khi ngay cd bd chdu ciing khong biét &'y chir.”

“Ping la cach hung thu vt d6 dac bwra bai nhw thé that khong binh
thwong. Tham chi ¢6 th€ ndi 1la khong can thi€t. N&u chi don thuén la tim
ki€m thir gi d6 thi khong d&€n mirc nhw vady. Ping nhw chau néi, cé thé cho
ring hén 1am vay d&€ khong ai biét thir gi da bi ddnh cdp. Tuy nhién, ciu trd
161 xdc dang nha't ¢6 18 1a hin dd cd gdng dan dung d€ nguoi ta twdng d6 1a
hanh vi cia mot tén trom.”



Mayo nghiéng dau. “Thé’1a thé¢' nao a?”

“Ngay tr dau muc dich ctia hung tha da la cwdp doat tinh mang cia bd'
chdu. C6 diéu, néu chi don thuan la giét ngwoi thi canh sat s€ do ra duoc
dong co 12 do thit hdn hoic lién quan d&n loi ich. Vi thé hin quyét dinh
nguy tao hién trudng nhw the tdi 4c d6 bat ngudn tr mot vu tréom cip don
thuan. Trén thuc t& hin khong luc tim nhitng thit d' gid tri, thanh ra cich
hin vitt lung tung &6 dac cling khong dwoc tw nhién.”

“N6i vay thi hung thd 1én vao nha ldc bd chdu di ving 1a d€ giét bd chdu
sao?”

“Chinh th&. C6 th€ hin di tri tinh viéc 18n vao nhi, mai phuc sin va tin
cong khi bd" chdu vé. Vi th&’, chuyén hén sit hai bd" chdu & vuon sau nim
ngoai di tinh ctia hdn. Mic du vdy hin van cho ring it nhat ciing phai dan
dung d€ trong nhu mot vu trom cip, thé nén hin da b tung cin phong.”

“Vay a?...”

“Tuy nhi€n, n€u ding vay thi c6 chuyén nay chd khong ly gidi dwoc. D6
chinh 1a cach thwre sat hai.”

“Céch thtrc sdt hai? La thit c& chi nhi? Sao chd lai khong 1y gidi dwoc
chuyén d6?”

“Né&u nhu ngay tir dau hin da chli dinh giét bd" chdu thi hin chi viéc
diing dao 1a dwge. Dung thit d6 chéc dn hon.”

Takeshi da chi ra mot diém chinh x4c. Pung la nhw vay that, Mayo ciling
dong tinh.

“Hay 12 hung thd cho rang d&n noi rdi ki€ m hung khi ciing chwa mudn?
Hin twéng chi can vao bép 1a c6 thé kie¢m dwoc dao ban rong hodc dao da
ning gi d6. Lam vay hin cling khdng phai lo 1dng s& bi 16 danh tinh tr noi
mua hung khi.”

“DPén noi roi kiem Ay ha?” Takeshi bdng toét miéng cwoi. “Pang dinh di
gi€t ngwoi ma lai 1am viéc khdng cé k& hoach gi thé” ha? Ngd nho khong
ki€m dwoe con dao nao vwa y thi tinh sao? N6i gi thi néi, bd” chau sdng ¢
mot thAin mot minh. Kha ning 4y c6 thé x4y ra 14m chir. Chii ma 13 hung
tha thi it ra ciing tw chuah bi hung khi, phong tinh hudng bat tric. Néu mua
& ma’y dai Iy 16n thi chic khong lo bi canh sat [4n ra danh tinh d& dang nhu
thé dau.”

“Hay 1a hin c6 ly do gi d6, khdng du thoi gian ki€m mdt con dao?...
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“K€& ca nhw th€ thi cling lam gi c¢6 chuyén phai chuan bi khan mat d€’ lam
hung khi thay the".”

“A, vira ndy chd dd néi the roi nhi?”

“Theo kién gidi clia t& gidm dinh, bd" chau dworc cho 1a di bi thit c& tr
phia sau bang mot thit gi d6 giong nhw khiin mit. Thuc ra ddy chinh 12 bi 4n
16n nha't. N&u nhw hin nghi d&n k& hoach B 12 siét ¢& vi khong kiém dwoc
dao thi di danh mdt nh&. Nhung néu vay héin phai chuéh bj thit gi d6 manh
hon, dai hon, ki€u nhwr day thing hodc diy dién chir. Tai sao lai l1a khin
mit? N6 ciing chang phai tht ma thi thodng ngwdi ta vin dem theo ngudi,
c6 giong khan mui soa hay khan tay dau.”

Takeshi 1dm bd mit dim chiéu, 4nh mét nhin xa xim, nhung roi ldt sau
chud budng mot ti€ng thé dai ra't to va nhin vé phia Mayo.

“OY thoi diém hién tai, nhitng gi ching ta ¢6 the dénh gid dwoc tir hién
trerong cling nhw tinh trang thi th€ bd” chau chi ¢6 vay. D€ suy luin thém,
chd chdu minh can nhiéu thong tin khac nwra. Chau c¢6 gi khong?”

“Tw dung chd hoi chdu nhw vay thi...” Mayo khong khoi bdi rdi. Co
chaalng nghi dworc gi.

“Chau bao ngwoi phat hién thi th€ bd” chdu la ban hoc cung khéa véi
chau dung khong?”

“Vang, cau 47y tén 1a Haraguchi. Vi ching chdu sip c¢6 budi hop 16p nén
chdu doan hom th Hai cdu &y mudn gdp bd chdu d€ ban vé chuyén d6.”

“Cau Haraguchi d6 lam nghe gi?”

“Chau nhé khong nhdm thi cdu &y mé ctra hang rwou.”

“Qua nhién 1a tr kinh doanh. Thé& nén ciu ta m&i dén tham bd chdu vao
sang thir Hai. Pwoe r'6i,” Takeshi néi doan bing ngén tay. “Ching ta hay di
hdi chuyén ciu Haraguchi 4y. Chdu thu x&p ngay bay gio di. Chic ciu ta
cling dang néng long mudn lién lac v&i chau day.”

“O), that the”a?”

“Theo 1€ thwong tinh thi cdu ta khong nghi vdy m&i la. Chau thi lién lac
voi cdu ta ludn di.”

“Chau hiéu roi,” Mayo n6i doan ¢am dién thoai 1€n. C6 khong bi€t thong
tin lién lac ctia Haraguchi nén dinh héi thit Momoko. Ngim ra thi ¢ cling
phai goi cho ¢6 aY.



Song, Mayo chwa kip 1am vay thi dién thoai bdo tin nhin d&n. La cda
Kenta.

“Xin 16i vi anh nhdn nhiéu. Tinh hinh sau dé sao rdi em? Anh dang lo
khong biét em co6 gap kho khdn gi khong.”

Dong tin nhin ngin ngli dwdng nhw chita duyng ndi bat an va cam gidc
ba't lwc vi khong the gidp gi cia Kenta. B& vor twong lai bi sat hai ma, au
cing la dieu dwong nhién. C6 di€u, mot ngwoi khong chuyén nhw anh &y
sao ¢ th€’lam dwoc gi. Han anh 1a ngwoi hi€u 16 nha't diéu do.

Mayo suy nghi mot 14t r'oi trd 1o nhw sau.

“Nha em bi phd phdch tanh banh cd 1én. Chidng hiéu sao em thdy chuyén
nay cw nhw khong phdi la sw thwe. Nhwng co chii dén nén em ciing thdy
vigng vang hon mot chiit. Cdm on anh dd lo cho em.”

Gtri xong tin nhdn, Mayo ngahg d4au lén thi bdng bit gip 4nh mit
Takeshi.

“Chu c6 nghe bd chau néi roéi. Hinh nhw cac chau da dinh ngay cuoi.
Vao nhirng lic nhw theé nay, néi ra cau nay chi ciing thd'y sao sao d6...” tuy
td ra ngap ngng song Takeshi van ti€p loi: “Nhwng thoi chd cir néi nhé.
Chidc mung chau.”

“Chdu cdm on chd,” Mayo nd mot nu cwoi gwong gao, ddp lai. Song ¢d
chang biét 1am sao d& hai ma bdt ciing do. “Chi biét tin nhin chdu vira
nhan dwoece la cia chdng chwa cudi a?”

“Chd khong biét mdi la. Trong tinh canh ndy, n&u 12 tin nhin o nguo
khac thi chau dau trd loi ngay nhw vdy. Ngay toe dau chau da chang budn
doc ciing nén.”

“Cé khi th&"that a.”

Khong gi qua mét dworc dng chid nay roi, Mayo tham nghi.

Poan ¢6 lai baAm di€én thoai, goi cho Honma Momoko.

Pau day bén kia bit mdy ngay 14p tirc.

“I\J', t Momoko day...” Mayo nghe thd'y mot giong néi budn ba.

“T¢&, Mayo day. Xin 10i vi goi cdu mudn th& nay.”

“I\J'm, chuyén d6... Kho'than ciu qua.”

Nghe giong néi ngdp ngirng ciia Momoko, Mayo dodn ngay ra tinh hinh.

“A... cu biét chuyén roi v?”



“U. Hom qua t& nghe Haraguchi néi roi. T¢ s6c qud. Té cling lo cho ciu
nhung lai nghi goi dién thi khong &n, ma nhin tin thi t& ciing chaamg bi€t
phai viét nhw thé ndo...”

“Vay a?”

Mayo trom nghi n€u & vao dia vi nguoc lai, hin co6 cling s€ nhw vay.
Chéc chén co sé& ty kiém ché& ban than, cho ring goi dién an Gi hay xdc nhan
tinh hinh 1a viéc lam thi€u t&€ nhi.

Mayo bdng nghe thd’y nhirng 4m thanh 12 la & d4u diy bén kia. Hinh nhu
Momoko dang ntrc né.

“Momoko,” Mayo héi. “Cau sao theé?”

“Um, 2, rm... t& xin 18i. Rd raing Mayo con s6'c hon t& vdy ma t& lai
khéc 16¢ thé€ nay, trong khi to cheamg lam dwoce gi...” Momoko néi gitra
nhirng ti€ng thon thirc.

DPiing vao ldc d6, mét thir gi d6 vut da’y 1én trong 1'6ng ngwc Mayo. N6
manh liét d&n mrc c6 khong sao ngin lai dwgrc. Thir d6 trao dang 1én va
trong nhay mét di phd vo birc tedng bao quanh trdi tim cd.

Mayo nhédn ra minh da bat khoc. C6 nén ciing vo ich. C6 gao kh6c dén
ndi ¢ hong dau rat. Trong lic d6, & mdt goc tAm tri, lai c6 mot Mayo khéc
dang suy nghi hét sitc diém tinh, rang thi ra khéc nhw mua la nhw the nay
day.



Khu ph& mua sém nim cich Hotel Marumiya khodng mudi phit di bd von
dwoe cho 1a dia diem sam ua't bac nhat thi train nay, nhung dang ti€c 1a no
con xa m&i dat t&i cdi goi 1a ph'don hoa. Viéc Mayo khong cdm nhan dwoc
sitc sdng & nhitng ctra hang ban d¢'6 leu niém hay nhitng quén in nam san
sat nhau qua thit 1a do dnh huwdng cua dai dich Corona. Ra't nhiéu quan x4
dang déng ctra im im nhung xem ra khong phai ngdu nhién ma ho nghi ban
dung hom nay.

Hiéu buén Haraguchi nim & quang gitra ctia khu phd mua sém.

Mayo da hoi dwo'c Momoko dia chi li€n lac cia Haraguchi Kouhei. Nhan
dién thoai tor Mayo, mic du Haraguchi cling c¢6 vé ngac nhién song céu
khong hé td ra khé chiu trede @€ nghi mudn dwgc nghe ddu cua tai nheo
ctia ¢d. Cau di dap lai ring, néu Mayo chju d&n ctra tiém minh thi bat k&
ldc nao cdu ciling ti€p chuyén dwgc. Chop 18y co hdi, Mayo lién cling
Takeshi rovi khoi It quan.

Lic Mayo va Takeshi budc vao ctra tiém, chang thanh nién ba’y gior dang
gin thtr gi d6 gidng nhw to héa don 1&n ké& hang 1ién ngodi d4u lai. “Chao,”
cdu ta cdt ti€ng, song nu cwoi Ay méi geong gao lam sao.

D6 chinh 1a Haraguchi Kouhei. Khuoén méat voi dudi 16ng may va khée
mét chic xudng dudi, diu dé6 dem d&n cho ngudi ta cdm gidc an tAm Ay
van y nguyén nhw thoi cip hai. Song ddng ngwdi cao gy ngay nao nay da
chuyén thanh than hinh rin chic clia mdt ngwdi dan 6ng trirdng thanh.

“Pa 1au khong gap,” Mayo noi.

Haraguchi khé 1i€m moi nhw thé dang ling ting khong bi€t phai néi gi,
thé r'oi cau ma loi.

“Kamio... T6i nghi€p cau qua.”

“Um,” Mayo gat du. “Gia dinh t¢ cling gdy phién phtrc cho ciu roi.”

“T& thi khong van dé gi...” 4nh mit Haraguchi hwdng ra phia sau giy
Mayo.



“A, d€ t& gidi thidu. Trén dién thoai t& cling néi qua r'oi, diy 1a chd t&.
Chau 1a em trai rudt cia bd to.”

“Chao chdu,” Takeshi ca't ti€ng chao tir ding sau.

“Chéau chao chu a,” Haraguchi cting dap lai.

Haraguchi din Mayo va Takeshi vao mdt géc bén trong ctra tiém. O d6
¢ diat mot chi€c ban tron va ma’y cai ghé gdp quay xung quanh. Theo loi
Haraguchi thi ching dwgc bd tri & d6 d€ khach du lich ngdi né€m thir cac
loai regru qué, dich vu nay da c6 tw thoi 6ng ciu. Nhwng dao nay chi dung
chu y&u cho khach quen & quanh day ng'6i thong tha uéng ruou.

“Puwoc ddy,” Takeshi n61 doan ngoi xudng chi€c ghé gidp. “Neu vay,
ddng nao cling ma't cong d&n day r'oi, cho chi xin mot chén di. Chi chi goi
chai 180ml thoi c6 dwoc khong nhi?”

“Vang, chuyén d6 thi khong thanh van dé€...” Haraguchi 16 vé bdi ro1i,
dap. Xem ra cau ta khong khdi ngac nhi€n vi giva ldc nhw thé nay ma
Takeshi con mu6n udng rueou.

“Chon loai nao bay gio nhi? Ctra tiém nay la dai ly cap mot ciia Hdm
riwg'u Van Nién phai khong?”

“Pung roi a, chud bi€t hay the".”

“Chi nghe anh trai k& Ong anh chii ciing thich udng rwou, nghién nhat
1a loai Kagami Homare.” N6i doan Takeshi chi tay vao mot binh regru dang
x€p trén k. Trén nhan c6 d€ che Han Kinh Du.

“Vay a? Thuc ra giam do'c Ham rwou Van Nién la ho hang v&i nha chau,
ong &y cho chdu bay ban ta't ca cic san pham cta Hdam rwou Van Nién &
day. Trong s6” d6 c6 ca nhirng loai reru ma chi nha chau méi ban.”

“Chi ciing nghe néi vdy. Ong anh chi ty hio vé chdu 1§m. Anh 4y bao
nha chau cé quan hé dac biét voi Ham rwou Van Nién nén lic céan c6 khi
con mua dugce regru quy ¢6 nhan hiéu riéng co.”

“Thay Kamio da néi nhw vdy a...” Haraguchi ché'p mét ra chiéu ngac
nhién, th¢ r'di ciu ta bdng tréd nén tram ling. C6 1€ ciu ta nhd ra nguwdi thay
dang kinh nay da khéng con, da thé” chinh minh con la nguoi phat hién thi
the.

Trong 1ong Mayo con kinh ngac hon th&. Panh ring Ham rwou Van
Nién ding 12 xuéng o rwou duy nhdt & ving ndy, nhung ching ¢4 1y gi
Takeshi lai dwoc nghe k&€ vé Haraguchi tor miéng 6ng Eiichi. Ngay ca



chuyén gia dinh cau ta ¢6 truyén thong kinh doanh rworu ciing phai dén tan
khi ndy chd 4y m&i biét. Ngdm ra thi ngay tredc khi ra khoi 1 quén,
Takeshi di ddn mét vao dién thoai. Khong ching liic d6 6ng chi nay di tim
hi€u vé Hiéu buén Haraguchi trén Internet cling nén.

“Néu vay thi chau 18y loai Kagami Homare cho chi nhé,” Haraguchi hoi
Takeshi.

“Tuy chau. N€u chdu mu6n goi ¥ loai khac thi chu cting vui long thoi.”

“Chau hi€u r'oi. Xem nao, cau udng gi ha Kamio?” Haraguchi quay sang
hoi Mayo ba’y gior van dang ding ngiy ra do.

“T¢ xin ki€u.”

“O hay, sao chau lai khong udng? Pay la quan regru da'y nhé,” Takeshi
cau nhau.

“Chau biét, nhung chdu dén day khong phai d€ uéng reou.” Mayo ngdi
xudng bén canh chu.

“Né&u viy thi chau goi nwdc ngot cling duwgrc. Hinh nhw chau dang hiéu
nham thi phai, d61 v&i Haraguchi ma ndéi thi ddy 1a noi 1am viéc ma ciu 8y
tran trong. Tuy chi c6 doc chi€c ban don gian véi may cai ghé” gdp nhwng
van c6 th€ no6i day 12 mot khong gian tiép khéach tuyét voi. Chd ddy khong
bao gior d€ cho nhirtng ngwoi chi ng'6i néi chuyén suéng ma khoéng goi d6
gi str dung quan bar ciia minh dau.”

“A khong, ¢6 sao dau chi. Chi dwng ban tdm a.” Haraguchi v6i vang xua
tay. “Cé nhiéu ngwoi d€n quan chau chi don gidn 1a d€ néi chuyén phi€m
chr khong mua gi ca. Théi, hai chi chau ng'6i dgii mot 1at nhé,” néi doan
Haraguchi lién di khi.

Sau khi nhin theo bong lung ciu ta, Mayo ben ghé sat vao mat Takeshi,
thi tham: “Chd bia chuyén gidi qua nhi?”

“Chuyén gi?”

“Chu dung c6 gia do. Chau chwa bao gior thd'y b6” chau uéng reou qué &
nha ca. Pa thé& chd con bdo bd” chau mua dwoe reou quy ¢6 nhan hiéu riéng
4?7 Chu ctr néi nhing ndi cudi nhw thé’, ngd nho bi 16 thi sao?”

“PAYy chi 12 mdt k¥ niing xoang d€ cudc trd chuyén tré nén siu sic hon
thoi. Va lai bd chau cling mat r'oi. Khong lo bi 10 dau. Néu ciu ta chi ra
di€m nao mau thuln thi c bdo minh hi€u nhAm 1a xong,” Takeshi néi v&i
vé mat tinh bo.



“Chu no61 nghe vo trach nhiém the’...”

Haraguch\i quay tré lai, hai tay bung mét chi€c khay. Trén d6 c6 didt mot
chai regru bang thay tinh dung tich 720ml va mot chiéc coc.

Poan ciu ta dit coc tredc mat Takeshi va rét riegru te chai vao. “Chau
moi chd.”

Takeshi kéo chi€c c6c vE€ phia minh, vé mat day nghiém tdc. Poan chu
ay dwa cdc reou 1én gan mii, ra chi€u dang tdn hwedng hwong thom cta nd
roi tor ton nhap mot ngum, chadm rai nu6t qua cd hong nhw d€ xac nhan mui
vi. “Cha, ngon daYy.”

“May qud,” Haraguchi 1am bam nhw th€ da nhe ca nguoi.

“Ruwou niy ngot nhe va ¢6 hwong vi sac nét. Du vi clia né rat dé chiu,
sang khodi. N6 khié€n nguwoi ta mudn uéng wng we thay vi nhdm nhi tung
chiat mot.”

“V'é co bdn ddy van 1a loai Kagami Homare, nhing nghe dau ho c6 diéu
chinh chit xiu ti 1€ ¢on dung d€ u rwou. Pay 1a san pham chinh hiéu s6
legng gidi han, du kién tdi diy s€ d€ cho cira hang chau ban da’y chd.”

“Ra viy. bung la khac bi€t that.”

“Nhin chung loai rworu nay nhdm dén gidi tré. Tén san pham ciling chuwra
dwoc quyét dinh chinh thirc. Phia Hdm rwou Van Nién da giao cho chau lo
liéu toan bo khau chi€n Iwgc ban hang.” Haraguchi cho Takeshi xem nhan
chai. Trén mau gidy tring chi c6 doc mot dong chit in cut lin Kagami
Homare — Rwou Honjozo ddc biét chinh hiéu.

Honjozo la dong rwgru dwore bd sung thém mot lwgng nhd ¢6n khi 1€n men.

“Chau cho chd udng loai ddc biét nhw thé" c6 dwoc khong?”

“Tat nhién 1a dwore r'oi chd. Loai rworu nay chinh 1a d€ danh cho nhirng
ngwoi bi€t thwedng thirc hwong vi cia né ma.”

“Cht khong ddm.”

Ng6i bén canh nghe hai nguoi néi chuyén, Mayo khong khoi s6t rudt.
Pay dau phai l1a Iic d€ ho vo tw tan chuyén veé rwou.

“Haraguchi nay,” Mayo xen vao. “T¢ mudn hoi dau dudi chuyén cdu tim
thay thi the b6 to.”

“A... dworc ma. Cu 6 gi ctt hoi di.”

“Nghe ndi tredrc hom d6 ciu da cd' lién lac voi b6 td nhi?”



“Ping vay. T¢ ¢6 chiit chuyén mudn trao doi véi thay vé budi hop 16p.”

“Chuyén gi the?”

“Ciing khodng ¢6 gi to tat dau. Thuc ra tredre d6 thdy c6 goi cho té. Thay
bao chaamg ma’y khi dwoe tha'y nhirng gwong mat than quen €€ tyu nén thay
mudn mang regu dé€n gép vui, thay hdi t& xem loai nao on. Thé 1a t& ciing
suy nghi rd't nhiéu, hom Chua nhét t& dinh goi cho thdy nhwng hét Tan nay
t&i Tan khdc vAn khong thiy thdy nghe mdy. Khong hiéu sao t& thiy lo lo,
sang thir Hai trén dwong di giao rwou to tién th€ ghé qua xem thay thé
nao.”

“Ralavaya.”

Nghe Haraguchi k&, Mayo tham nghi chuyén nay that ding v&i tinh cach
ctia bd ¢6. Lau 1au ma&i ¢6 dip gap lai dam hoc tro ci, hin ong khong danh
long néu chi don thuan 14 ngwoi dwee mei, ma cling muén the€ hién s
nhiét tinh theo cich riéng ctia minh. Ong Eiichi vin ¢6 céi tinh thich pho
treong nhu vay.

“Lic dén trwedc ctra nha ciu t& lai goi thi cho thdy nhwng thdy van
khong bit mdy. BAm chudng ciing khong thay trd 1&i. Vi the t& danh 13y
hét can ddm thir m& ctra nha cdu, hda ra ctra khong khéa. Té goi vong vao
trong nha, sau d6 ty dung t& lo khdng biét liéu c6 phai thdy bi ngat trong
phong khong, thé nén t& mai di vong ra veeon sau. Thé roi...”

“T¢ hi€u, dén da’y la da roéi,” thdy Haraguchi td ra khé khin khi k€ dén
doan tim thdy xac, Mayo bén gio tay ngan lai. “Cam on ciu.”

“Sau khi trd 101 cdc ciu hdi cia canh sat, t& khong biét nén bao voi ai
ntra nén da goi cho Honma. Vi t& nho 1a cdu &y choi rd't than voi ciu.”

“T¢ biét. To c¢6 nghe Momoko k€ r'o6i.”

“Xin 10i ciu,” Haraguchi néi. “Néu nhi hdm Chu nhét t¢ khong goi dién
ma dén thaalng nha thdy som hon thi ¢6 1€ da khong ra co sy nay.”

“Cau khong phai nghi thé” dau. Va lai, hinh nhw b6 to bi gi€t vao t6i hom
the Bay co'.”

“Hom thir Bay...” Haraguchi noi, nét mit bong tré nén cirng dor. “Qua
ding la thay... bi gi€t a?”

“Theo 10i canh sét thi... 1a vay.”

“Qi,” Haraguchi hon hén nhw ngudi hét hoi.



Takeshi ndy gio’ khong tham gia vao cudc tro chuyén gitta Mayo va
Haraguchi, dt nhién gio’ cd¢c 1én ngang tAm mét. “Rwou nay ding 12 ngon
that.”

Mayo chi chwc chép miéng. Ong chi nay lai dinh tiép tuc néi vé ruou
che.

Song dwong nhw khong nhén ra nét mat cta c6 chau gai, Takeshi nhin
Haraguchi nhw th€ vira swc nho ra diéu gi.

“N6i m&i nhé, chi tirng nghe 6ng anh chid nhic d&n loai rirgru nay.”

“Sao a?” Haraguchi thdt 1€n day bdi rdi. “That the ha chd?”

“Hinh nhw anh &y néi 1a ¢6 cdu hoc tro cii nho tw van vé mdt loai regru
mai. Khdng biét ¢6 phai la chau khéng nhi?”

“Thay da noi the"a...”

“Né&u chi nhé khdng nhidm thi cdu hoc tro d6 da nho anh &y tw va'n mot
chuyén kh4 12 ric rdi day. Xem nao, 1a chuyén gi 4y nhi?” Takeshi bd cdc
xudng, dat ngén tay 1én 4n dwong ra chiéu dang cd nho chuyén gi do.

Mayo khong khoéi bdi roi. Chic ong chi nay lai bia chuyén nwra r'6i. Dao
gan day, Takeshi khong gip 6ng Eiichi, chic chén ciling khdng néi chuyén
qua dién thoai. Song Mayo khong tai ndo nim bét dwoc y dinh thuc sy cia
Takeshi khi n6i ra chuyén nay.

“Thay da noi gi veé loai reou nay a?” Haraguchi cham tay vao chai reou.

“Anh &y n6i vé chau thi ding hon 1a néi v€ regu. Anh &y bao ¢6 vé nhu
chau dang khé khin 18m. A phai r'di, chd nhé ra roi. Ong anh chi néi ring
¢6 cdu hoc tro dang chat vat v&i loai reoru méi, anh &y mudn lam gi d6 d€
gitp do n6. Nghe chuyén xong, chud cling thdy ding la van dé€ khoai that.
Chau xem, néi gi thi n6i 6ng anh chi ciing chi 1a mot 6ng gido quen. Pau
phai dira hoc tro nao cling mang on anh &y chi.”

“A... Vay 1a chd da dwoc nghe thiy k& chi tiet roi a?”

“Chu chi nghe so’ so’ thoi. Nhwng ma, cling ding that, kinh doanh mdt
san phAm ma&i va't va 1dm chit. Pu tién phai ¢An ra't nhiéu tién.”

“Vang. T4t nhién l1a t6n kém nhwng ma...”

“Khong can chdu néi ra hét, chd ciing bi€t. Ton tién da danh mot nhe
nhung con ¢ mdt thit quan trong hon cd tién. Budn ban 13 dau dau 14m.”
Takeshi bdng quay sang phia Mayo. “Trong kinh doanh, khi dinh bdn ra



mot san pham md1i, c6 mot thir con quan trong hon ca tién. Theo chau dé6 la
thee gi?”

“Ha, chau 47”

“Chau thtr nghi xem. D6 1a thi gi?”

“Cha,” Mayo nghi€éng dau. “Chau khong biét.”

“Thtr nghi mot chit xem nao.”

“Tw dwng chi hoi thé thi...”

Mayo tham chi kh,(A)ng hi€u tai sao Takeshi lai néi t&i chuyén nay, ¢6 chi
tha’y chim trong b&” tdc.

“Haraguchi, chau nghi gitp con bé di.”

“La quang ba d6,” Haraguchi néi véi Mayo.

“Quang ba...”

Takeshi bung tay déanh tach mot cai.

“Phai, chinh 1a quang ba. Khi ¢6 y dinh ban thr gi d6 thi day la diéu
quan trong nhat. Néu la san pham ma&i thi lai cang quan trong hon nira.
Nhung ma thé& nao Ay nhi, Haraguchi? D61 tha thi dang gom. Ho dau c6 git
dau dé dang nhw thé?”

“Chau cling nghi vay, nén m&i nho' dé€n thady Kamio.”

“Chéc vay roi. Nhueng ma ong anh chi cling bin khoin 14m. Anh 4y bdo
khong bi€t nén lam thé nao. Du gi thi d61 phwong cling thudce ki€u nguwoi
nhw thé" ma. N6i thé€ nao nhi, néi thang ra la khé choii, khé ti€p can...”

“MOot ké canh cao chi a,” Haraguchi kh€ thi tham.

“Pung, chudh roi. Canh cao. T ddy mdi dién ta dich xdc dwoc. Trén
doi c6 18m phu nit kiéu ngao nhung ¢ ta lai con thudc ki€u canh cao co.
Thé& nén 6ng anh chi ciing kéu 1a khé néi chuyén 14m.”

“Quad nhién 1a nhw vay a. VAy nghia 1a thy vAn chwra néi chuyén vdi bén
d6 ha chu.”

“Luc chu nghe chuyén thi hinh nhw 1a chra ddu. Nhwng ma sau ddy
khong biét ching tinh hinh da thay d6i. C6 phai hdm Chi nhit chau goi cho
anh &y la d€ xac nhan chuyén d6 khong?”

Nghe Takeshi hoi, Haraguchi 1én nhin mit to vé khé xt. “Chéu xin 10i.
Thwc ra dung la nhw vay a.”



“Chd cling dodn thé¢’ ma.”

“Nhung chuyén thay Kamio héi chau vé loai reou mang dén budi hop
16p g6p vui cling 1a sy that a.”

“ff, thi, c tin 1a nhw vy di.”

“Poi da,” Mayo chen vao cudc trdo chuyén cua hai ngwoi. “Rot cude hai
ngwoi dang néi chuyén gi vay? Chau khdng hi€u mé té gi hét.”

\“Thi v€ chuyén quang ba loai rwou nay chir con gi ntra,” Takeshi hat
cam vé phia chai regru trén ban.

“Chau dang bado 1a khong hieu chuyén dé6 ma. Tom lai la nhw nao a?”

“Bié€t lam thé& nao dwoc. B6 chdu didn chd dwng c¢6 bép xép ma.” Takeshi
buong mdt ti€ng thd dai qua 16". “Haraguchi, chdu giai thich cho chau gai
chu dwoc khong?”

Haraguchi ben git ddu voi vé mat cam chiu, doan m¢ 1oi.

“Trong lic nghi tén cho loai rroru nay, t& ndy ra y dinh khong biét c6 thé
xin cau &y cho dung Mé cung do hay khong.”

Mayo tron tron mét triedre cdi tén xua't hién day ba't ngo.

“Cau mudn dung Mé cung nhitng bd ndo do a? Nhu theé nao co?”

“T¢ dang tinh dat thealng t€n san pham 1a S6"Khong Azuma. Bac giam do'c
bén hAm rwgu bao chi ¢an 18y ho S&"Khong thoi la dwge roi, nhwng ma to
tha’y nhw th& thi khong noi bat. Phai dat ca tén day du cta nhan vat chinh
thi m&i khi€n moi ngwoi thd’y dic biét. Rwou Honjozo ddc biét chinh hiéu
— §6" Khong Azuma, ta't nhién la s€ in cd tranh minh hoa mau nhan vat
Azuma trong trang phuc chi€n da'u. The€ nao, cau thdy an twong khong?”

Mayo vira nhin chai regru vira hinh dung trong dau. Mot san pham reou
Nhat két hop v&i nhan vat chinh ciia mot bo phim hoat hinh khoa hoc vién
twdng noi ti€ng, cb 1€ 1a mot y twdng khong toi.

“T¢& thay ra't tuyét, nhung chéc phdi dwoc s cho phép ciia tdc gia cht?”

“Van dé 1a & chd d6. Pwong nhién t¢ phai xin phép tdc gid. Chwa k& néu
dwore t& cling mudn nho Kugimiya vé cho mot birc hinh minh hoa méi.”

“Cau ay khong dong y ha?”

“Chuyén do6 thi...” Haraguchi 4m ¢, doan nhin sang Takeshi.

“Nay gio’ chdu nghe céi gi vdy,” Takeshi nhiu may. “Khi nay chd da bao
doi tha ddng gom roi ma. Khong dé gi thwong Iwong dwoc. N6i gi thi néi



ddi phwong cling 1a mot nte nghé si cao ngao ma.”

“Ntr nghé si? Chd dang ndi t&i ai vay?”

“Thi tac gia chwr ai ntra.”

“Tac gia 1a Kugimiya ma. Chd néi nir nghé si nao?”

Takeshi hit mdt hoi, sau dé vwra tic lwdi chep chep vira dung dwa ngén
tay trd sang trdi roi sang phai.

“Bay gio’ chd khdng néi vé Kugimiya. Chau khong hi€u a? Con bé nay
ngo' nghéch that. Nghe chd nhic d&n mot ngwdi phu nir 12 ban d6ng nién
v&i bon chdu, lai con cao ngao thi chau phéi ndy s& ngay chi.”

“Ha, ai m&i dwoc?”

“La Kokonoe ay,” Haraguchi n6i xen vao. “H0i cap hai bon minh goi
cau 2y la Kokorika.”

“Kokorika? A, Kokonoe Ririka?”

“U.” Haraguchi dap.

Mayo nhé ra bii téc dudi nguera va d6i mit nhw mit meo clia Kokonoe.
Loi n6i, hanh dong déu mau me ra't hop voi cdi tén, da thé con hi€u thﬁng,
1€ dwong nhién c6 ta ldc nao cling 1a thi linh cia ddm con géi.

“Cudi clng chdu cling nhin ra r'oi ha? N6i chuyén v&i chau ding la
phién phitc that,” Takeshi 14c dau nhw the dang mudn than troi vay.

“Cau &Yy hién dang 1am & Houtsu,” Haraguchi nhic d&n tén mot dai 1y
quang cdo noi ti€ng cd try s¢ chinh & Tokyo. “Chwa k€, nghe ndi cau ay
con dwoe giao cho ddm nhan nhirng cong viéc lién quan dén Mé cung do.
Té dodn chéc ciu Ay da tao &n twong v&i moi ngudi trong cdng ty vé viée
minh tng 1a ban hoc cing thoi cdp hai voi Kugimiya. R6i cdu 4y con ta
vé nhw minh 1a quan ly cua Kugimiya va bao v&i to 1a moi chuyén lién
quan d&n Mé cung do déu phai thong qua ciu Ay. Ciu bi€t chuyén
Kugimiya hi€n da vé qué roi khong?”

“Té c¢6 nghe Momoko k€. Hinh nhw cdu &y ciling dinh tham dy budi hop
16;p nhi?”

“Pung vay, nhung thwc ra Kokonoe ciing vé cung. Chi vi th€ ma t&
khong th€ néi chuyén riéng voi Kugimiya dwoe. Kugimiya hoan toan phuc
tung Kokonoe, di dau cdu ta cling nha't dinh d€ Kokonoe theo cung. T¢



dodn chic Kugimiya dd ch&t mé chét mét Kokonoe r'di, nén médi mong thay
s€ lam gi d6 gidp to.”

“Chuyén da thanh ra nhw vy sao.”

“Gio chau hi€u chwa nao, Mayo? Chinh vi nhitng 1y do d6 ma Haraguchi
da nho b6" chau dirng ra 1am cau ndi. Phai vay khong Haraguchi?”

“Pung vay a. N&u chi ¢c6 minh Kugimiya thi ty chdu di nho va chic cling
s€ nén com nén chdo th6i, nhung van dé 1a & nguoi quan 1y cua ciu ta.”

“Chau vwra goi Kokonoe la quan ly, nhwng phan tich nhw vdy khong
ding. Theo loi anh trai chd thi con bé d6 cling 1a mdt nghé si. N6 tw phu vé
viéc cling tac gia sdng tao ra tdc pham. Vi th€’, néi ding ra thi con bé 1a mot
nghe si ty xung.”

“A, ciing c6 th& nhw vy that. Thio nao lic ndy chi lai goi Kokonoe 1a
mot nir nghé si. Chdu ctr thd'y lala.”

“Chu xin 10i vi chua giai thich hét ngon nganh.”

“Khong sao a,” n61 roi1 Haraguchi hét nhin Takeshi lai nhin sang Mayo.

“Ch4u mudn nhd hai ngudi mot viée. Trede mét, hai chi chau ding néi
chuyén nay v&i ai nhé.”

“Sao lai th€”?” Mayo hoi. “Vi la chi€n Iwge ban hang tuyét mat a?”

Haraguchi cwoi thi€u néo.

“Tiéc 1a ly do khong dwgc oach nhw thé” dau. Té khoéng mudn bi nghi 1a
ké hot tay trén.”

“Hot tay trén?”

“Chéc cau biét dw 4n Ngoi nha mé cung do ding khong?”

“Né&u la chuyén n6 da bj tam dung thi t& biét.”

Haraguchi ng61 thgng leng 1€n, néi: “Pung 1a chuyén d6. Ngay sau khi y
teong d6 dwoc dwa ra, ca thi train s6i dong héan 1én. B&i d6 1a mot dy an
tuyét vori d€ vie diy thi tran nay. Cam gidc nhw ca thi trdin déu mang mot
bau khong khi cua Mé cung do vay, ai cling a@p u cho minh nhtrng k& hoach
nham chép 18y thoi co nay d€ kiém 1¢i. Thé nhung, Corona d khién cho
dw 4n d6 tiéu tan, moi thir déu dd song d6 be. Tuy nhién van ¢o ra't nhiu
ngwoi khdng danh long twe bd. Vi thé’, nhirng ngwoi cung chung chi hudng
da tap trung lai, bit dau ban tinh xem liéu chi v&i stre lwe clia bon ho thi ¢6
lam dwoc tro trdng gi khong. Thanh vién nhém chua yéu 1a bon t&, nhirng



ngwoi hoc cung khéa véi Kugimiya, dac biét ngwoi hang mau nhat la
Kashiwagi. Ciu ta hi€n la ph6 giam ddc cong ty xay dung Kashiwagi.”

“Oi, that a?”

Mayo khong ngac nhién béi ddy khong phai chuyén ndm ngoai dy doan
cta c6. Kashiwagi Koudai hoc cung 1&p v&i ¢6 ¢6 b6 1a giam ddc cong ty
xdy dung Kashiwagi, mot doanh nghiép c6 tAm anh hwdng 1'n & ving nay.

“N61 gi thi n6i1, cong ty xay deng Kashiwagi chinh la bén nhan thdu cong
trinh Ngdi nha mé cung do nén ban than ciu ta ciing ti€c 1dm. Ma ciu xem,
tir xua Kashiwagi da thich diéu vo girong oai con gi? Cau ta bdo sé ra tay
gitp do’ vi qué heong day.”

“Nhung theo nhirng gi ciu néi khi ndy thi véi nhitng chuyén dinh dang
dén Mé cung do, cac cau sé phai hoi xin y ki€n ctia Kokorika con gi?”

“Piing 12 nhw vdy. Chinh vi th&’ ma ngay ca Kashiwagi ciing néi rang
chuyén d6 tuy phién ha nhung ciing danh dung quy trinh ma lam thoi.
Nhung vé phan minh, t& khong con thei gian d€ binh chan nhw vai nhw thé’
ntra. N&u khéng sdm quyét dinh phwong chdm ban hang cho san pham
moi, to cheamg con mét miii nao doi dién voi Ham rworu Van Nién. Ngit ndi
né&u Kashiwagi biét t& thong qua thdy Kamio d€ ‘di dém’ v&i Kugimiya va
Kokonoe, th& ndo ciu ta cling tirc gidn mang t& sao lai ty y hanh dong nhu
the"”

“Ciing c6 the. Nhwng chealng phai khi cdu ban loai regru d6 thi s€ bi 16 hay
sao?”

“Sau khi t& xin dwore ban quyén tén tdc pham thi Kashiwagi ¢6 néi gi
cling khong thanh van @é. Du thé nao t& cling ¢6 th€ bién minh dwoce. Néu
d€ bén thir ba xen vao giy anh hwdng xdu tdi hgp dong gitra t& va
Kugimiya thi gay to.”

“Ra vay.”

Xem ra trong dAu Haraguchi dang 14n 10n rdt nhiéu suy tinh, nhing
chuyén ma Mayo khong the hay biét.

“Puorc chir sao khong, bon chi sé gitr kin chuyén nay.” Takeshi quay
sang phia Haraguchi. “Gitr bi mat ca v&i canh sat ding khong?”

“Chdu nghi la khong can thi€t phai néi ra dau a...”

“Chu hi€u roi. Vay thi bon chi s€ im lang.”



“Chdu xin 161, dwoe vay thi tot qud a.” Haraguchi cii dau.

Takeshi udng can chd rweou con lai, doan dit cdc xudng. “Cam on chdu
ve coc reou. Ngon that day.”

“Chu c6 dung thém c6c nwra khong a?”

“Thoi, chu xin ki€u,” Takeshi tho tay vao tdi trong ciia 4o khodc. “Hét
bao nhiéu nhi?”

“Khong phai tién nong gi dau chd. Chau moi chid a.”

“Thé thi 4y ndy qua...”

“Khong dau, that sy khong sao ma chu.”

“Vay a?... Néu chdu da nhié€t tinh th€ thi chu ciing khong khéach sao
nira.” Takeshi b tay ra khai tii 40 khodc v&i vé mit ba't déc di.

Vé phan minh, Mayo khdng th& khéng nhin 6ng chid v&i con mét ngo
vire. C6 that 1a chu &y dinh tra tién khong day.

“A, con nita Mayo, chic cdu ciing nghe Honma néi roi, bon t& dang
khong biét tinh sao voi vu hop lop day,” Haraguchi néi. “Thiy ra ndng ndi
dé, cling c6 vai y ki€n cho rang nén hoan budi hop 1&p lai thi hon.”

Mayo ben nghiéng dau.

“Chuyén d6 tuy cac cau. T& ciing khong v ki€n y co gi dwore. Nhung
chang may khi c6 dip, t& nghi néu cic ciu hop mit chic bd t& & the gidi
bén kia s€ vui long hon ddy. Nhwng t& thi xin cdo. T khong mudn lam
moi ngwoi lo 14ng. Va lai, chic ciling s& 6 mot s& ban dén dy dam tang bo’
to.”

“A, chic chén t& s& d&n. Khi nao vay?”

“T¢& van chwa quyét dinh.”

“Khi nao ch6t dwgc nhd bdao cho t& nhé. D€ t& thong bao cho cic ban
cung dworc.”

“Céam on cdu, Momoko ciling n6i vdy. Thé thoi chi nhi, minh vé di.”

Takeshi gt ddu, doan chi tay vao chai reoru trén ban. “Lan t&i nha't dinh
phai cho chi tra tién da’y nhé.”

“Chau sé doi chi,” Haraguchi mim cwoi néi.



Sau khi ra khdi ctra ti€ém, di bd dwoc mdt doan, Mayo lién gang hoi
Takeshi: “Chuyén khi nay Ia thé¢" nao ha chui?”

“Chuyén khi nay la chuyén gi?”

“Chau ddm ca chud khong biét chuyén Haraguchi ban véi bd” chdu veé vu
dat tén cho loai regru méi ding khong?”

“Hirm,” Takeshi htt miii. “Lam sao chd biét duge. Ching qua chd phat
hién cau ta dang che gidu diéu gi d6 nén m&i mubn vach tran thoi.”

“Sao chu bi€t Haraguchi dang c6 chuyén gidu gi€m?”

“Ch?ing coO ly do gi to tat. Nghe cdu ta n6i chuyén, chu thd’y khong thong
thoi.”

“Khong thong chd nao a?”

“Ciu ta da ndi thé nay: ‘Thay Kamio hoi t& vé loai regu dem dén gdp
vui & budi hop, vi th&” hdm Cht nhit to da goi dién cho thdy ma’y Tan d€¢
trao doi v€ chuyén d6 nhung thay khong nghe may.’”

“Dung la ciu &y da noi the. Nhwng chau cheamg tha’y c¢6 gila cad.”

“Theo loi cu ta ndi thi nguoi ¢6 viéc muén nho 1a bo” chau chir khong
phai cau ta. Sau khi dwgc bd chdu nho tw van vé regu, n€u nhw ciu ta da
chudh bj dwoc cau tra 1o gi d6 thi chi viéc d€ lai 11 nhin vao hop thw
thoai, bao b6" chau goi lai 1a dwgrc. Goi nam Ian bay lwot nhw thé chaalng dae
lam gi ca.”

“Nghe chii néi chdu méi thay ding 1a nhw thé that...”

“Khong chi c6 thé’, hom thir Hai ciu ta con ci't cong dén tdn nha chau. Vi
th&” chd da nghi, phai chang chinh Haraguchi chir khong phai b6 chau méi
12 nguoi dang c6 chuyén gi @6 ma bang moi gid phdi mau chéng gip dwoc
nguoi kia. DA thé thing bé con gidu nhem chuyén &y. Khi din 6ng c6
chuyén gidu gi€m thi thwong dinh dang dén hai ly do chinh. Mét 1a phu ntr,
hai 1a tién bac. Nhwng chu khong nghi cdu ta lai di nho’ vi an sw thoi cap
hai lam quan sw cho chuyén yéu dwong nam nt. Va du c6 la tién bac thi
chic ciing khong lién quan dén bai bac hay chuyén phi phip. Viy thi,
dwong nhi€n 1a chuyén cong viéc. Hién tai cong viéc cau ta xem trong nha't
cé the€'la gi?”

Mayo khong khéi sieng sot, “La loai regru d6 a.”



“Thé& nhuwng, li€u ciu ta cd xin tw vAn tx mot 6ng gido da vé hwu cling
ching phai nha dAu tr hay gi cd vé chuyén tién nong lién quan dén sén
pham m¢&i khong? N&u ¢6 nho’ va gi da'y thi s€ 1a nho bd chdu dieng ra lam
cau n6i. Tém lai, chd dodn ngwoi ma Haraguchi thuwe sw ¢6 viéc mudn nho
khong phéi bd” chdu ma la ngwoi nao dé bd chau biét ra't ro, tirc 1a hoc tro
cii. Vi chdu néi budi hop 16p sip dién ra nén nhiéu kha ning nhan vat dé
hoc cung khéa véi bon chau. Nhwng ban than Haraguchi khong than thiét
voi ngeoi d6 nén mdi ¢an nho bd chdu dirng ra lam trung gian.”

Mayo vira di vira li€c mét nhin Takeshi.

“Chi trong mot thdi gian ngén ma chd suy luan dwoc dén the w?”

“Khong dén mirc goi la suy luan. Nhirng ki€u hanh dong cta con nguoi
Ay ma, khdng c6 nhiéu khdc biét 1dm dau.”

“Nhung luc d6 chu chwa bi€t d61 twong ma Haraguchi dang mudn
theong lwong 1a Kugimiya dung khong?”

“Purong nhién roi. Cha bi€t sao duwgre. Chu doan trong dam ban dong
nién cta bon chdu c6 mot dira giau c6 va phai chiang Haraguchi dang mudn
thong qua b6" chau d€ d@é xudt ngwoi d6 chuyén dau tw gi d6. Thé nén chu
da thit mé'm 10 rang kinh doanh mot san phdm m&i chic phai ton nhiéu
tién 14m. Thé r'o6i, mic dit Haraguchi cling ¢ong tinh nhung lai néi kiéu ‘tat
nhién la t6n kém nhung...” Nghe vay, chd nhin ra van dé khong phai
chuyén tién nong, vi thé chi da ngay l4p tirc diéu chinh lai cdch néi
chuyén.”

“Lic day tw dung chi quay sang hoi chau nhi? Héa ra 1a nhw vy a.”

Mayo xem xét lai doan trd chuyén khi 4y. Ngidm ra thi méic du Takeshi
néi thao thao ba't tuyét nhung thyc chat lai khong hé da dong mot dieu gi
cu th€. TA't cd déu do ban than Haraguchi bi Takeshi din du ma ty bdc bach.

“Hinh nhw chd twedng Kugimiya la phu ntt ding khong?”

“Haraguchi d3 miéu ta nhan vat chli cht d6 bing tir ‘canh cao’. Ngudi
ta khong ma’y khi dung t d6 d€ n6i vé dan ong. Vi thé chd nhan ra nguoi
d6 1a phu nr nén da trét yén tdm. Chuyén doi phrong, ngueoi ma bd” chau
dtng ra 1am ciu n&i, ¢ quan 1y ndm ngoai di tinh cta chd.”

“Nhuwng chd vin chdng ché khéo th& con gi. Haraguchi chéng may may
nghi ngo’ gi.”



“C& @6 thi nhim nho gi. Quan trong hon 1a sau khi nghe cu chuyén cta
cdu ta, chd nghi d&€n hai ngwoi ma ching ta sé€ phai gap.”

“Kokorika, tirc Kokonoe Ririka va Kugimiya phai khéng a?”

“Chinh xadc. Nghe ndi ca hai dira d6 déu vé day roi. C6 thé ching da gap
bd chau.”

“Chau hi€u ro6i. Chau s€ ki€m c& gi d6 d€ c6 the hdi chuyén hai nguoi
day. Khong ching ho s€ dén dw dam tang bo" chau.”

“Ctr vay di. Nhan tién, c6 chuyén nay chd mudn hdi chau.”

“Chuyén gi a?”

“Mé cung do 1a cdi gi vay? Hinh nhw chdu da nhic d&h mé cung gi dé
ding khong nhi?”

“Ha?” Mayo bong dirng chan. “Chi khong biét Mé cung do ma van tung
hirng dwore nhw thé a?”

“Pén ldc nao r'oéi con ngac nhién gi nra?”

“Khong dau, chau phai ngac nhién chir, dd’y la 1€ thwong tinh ma.”

“Chuyén d6 thi sao cling dwgrc. N6 1a th quai quy gi thé, mé cung do
ay? Giai thich cho chi nghe xem nao.”

Mayo thé dai thwon thwot, néi “d€ vé dén 1 quan roi chau k€ cho,”
doan budrc tiép.



Mé cung nhitng thi trdan do 1a tac pham dai ky dau tay va & thoi di€m hién
tai n6 ciing dwgc coi la tdc pham tiéu bi€u nha't cua Kugimiya Kasuki. Mic
du gitra ching ciing ¢6 vai Tan ngung xudt ban, nhwng chi riéng viéc nd
dugre xudt ban dinh ky lién tuc gan mwoi nam ciing dd cho thdy dd ndi
ti€ng cua no.

D6 vira 1a truyén khoa hoc vién twdng, vira 1a truyén phiéu Ivu mao
hi€m, lai vira 1a truyén trinh tham. Cling c¢6 nhiéu yéu t& lién quan dén con
ngwoi. T di€n bach khoa toan thw trén Internet da gidi thiéu vé doan mé
dau nhw sau:

S60” Khong Azuma vén la mot nha thdm hiem, da twng mot minh chinh
phuc nhitng ngon niii cao nhadt thé gioi, trong do phdi ké’ dén dinh Everest.
Thé nhwng trong liic mot minh bang qua Nam Cwc, cdu da bi roi xuong khe
niet gitka cdc tdng bdng va mdc di dwoc cieu séng mot cdch than ky song
cdu da madt hét tw chi, budc phdi chdim dt cudc doi ciia mot nha thdm
hiém. Sau khi gidi nghé, cdu tro vé qué hwong, tuy ngay ngay diwoc cé em
gdi Reina chdam sdc, nhiwng gior ddy khi da mat 1€ song, cdm gidc tuyét vong
van luon xdm chiém long cdu. Phdt hién ra chuyén Reina du dwoc ngwoi
dan 6ng minh tham thwwong trom nho ngé loi cdu hon nhwng vi lo ldng cho
anh trai ma khong ddm bwoc chan vao cudc hon nhan, S6°Khong Azuma da
nghi rdang ké nhwe minh cé song ciing vo nghia, trong ddu cdu liic nao ciing
nghi dén cdi chét.

Gitra liic d6, mot tai hoa dp dén thé gici nay. Trén khdp cdc ving mién,
sw c& madt dién khong ro nguyén nhdn thiwong xuyén xdy ra, hé thong dién
khong con hoat dong dwworc nita.

Ngay no, co mot quan chiec chinh phi tw xwng la Mamba tim dén nha
Azuma. Va éng ta da néi véi cdu rang: “Loai ngwoi dang cho ngay diét
vong. Chi ¢6 cdu mo'i gidi creu dwore thé gioi nay.”



Cdéu chuyén 1oi ngwoc tré vé hai thdng trwoc. Mot nha vit Iy Iy thuyét
noi tieng thé gici bi mat tich. Ngwo'i ta tim thdy vi hoc gid dé dang nam
ngu trong mot phong nghién ciru tuyét mdt. Khong nhitng thé, bé ndo cia
ong ta con dworc két néi voi mot mang lwo'i khong [6 thong qua mdy tinh.

Thwe ra, mot vai nha khoa hoc thién tai khdc trén thé gioi ciing dang
chim vao gidc ngii trong trang thdi két noi toi mang lwoi nay. Ho tw goi
minh la Stray Sheep (nhitng chii cuu di lac). Trong mang lwoi do, co mot
khong gian do dwoc goi la “mé cung” va hinh dnh daqi dién cua nhigng hoc
gid nay dang sinh song & do.

Chc“;ng bao ldu sau, mot ké”hoach ddng kinh ngac cua nhigng chii cueu di
lac nay da dwoc lam sdng t6. D& ngdn chan viéc moi trivong trdi dat bi hity
hoai, ho da giri mét vai yéu cau cho gioi lanh dao cdc nwoc phdt trién chii
chot. Nhitng yéu cdu do bao gom: bdi bo hoan toan cdc nha mdy dién hat
nhdn, gidm thiéu khi CO;, triét dé’ lam sach nguon nwoc. Ké hoach thwce
hién nhitng yéu céu nay déu dwoc chia thanh nhitng bwoc nhd va néu
khong dwoc ddp wng trong thoi han thi ho sé tam diwrng tudn tw viéc cung
cap dién trén khdp thé gici. Thiwe ra, mé cung nay da chiéin doat quyén
kiem sodt hé thong dién ciia thé gioi.

Nhitng yéu cdu nay qud khdt khe, khong dé gi thwe hién dwoc. Cdc
nguyén thii quoc gia ciing phdn doi nghe theo nhitng yéu cau nay. Dé chdn
drng ké" hoach ay, ho khong con cdch nao khdc ngoai cir ai do di vao mé
cung va thuyét phuc nhirng chi ciu di lac. Cho dén hién tqi da cé mot vai
nha thwong thuyét truy cdp vao mang lwoi nhirng cdc hoat dong ciia ho lan
nao ciing thdt bai. Boi mé cung dy rong lon hon rdt nhiéu so voi twong
twong ciia ho, dong tho'i ciing la mot thé gioi vo cung phiec tap. Mdc du no
rdt giong voi thé gioi thwe nhwng ciing ¢6 nhitng diém hoan toan khdc
biét. Ric réi hon cd la & chd ho khéng tai nao gdp dwoc ngwoi cin gdp.
Trong mé cung co rdt nhiéu cw dan sinh song, nhwng hdu hét déu chi la
nhitng ngwoti do do mdy tinh tao ra ma thoi. Trwoce tién cdc nha thiwong
thuyét cdn phdi tim ra va tiép cdn dwoc nhigng chii creu di lac.

Kho khdn ldm cdc nha thwong thuyét moi ndm dwoe noi & ciia nhigng
chii cweu di lac nhwng ho lai vap phdi mot vian dé cwe ky nan gidi. Dé dén
dwoc do, ho budc phdi viwot qua mot day nii hung vi co tén la Great
Cosmos. Do la mot day nhirng ngon nii cao dén vai nghin mét, néu khong
dung dén mot loai mdy bay nao do thi khong thé’ bang qua dwoc. Nhirng



néu tw y bay sang khi chwa dwoc sw cho phép thi sé bi camera gidm sdt
phdt hién ra va bdn roi.

f]y ban do6i phé véi mé cung do da di dén két ludn rang khong con cdch
nao khdc ngoai nho cdy mot ngwoi co khd nang mot minh vieo't qua nhirng
ngon niii tdm co Everest lam ngwo'i thwong thuyét. Va thé la sau khi tién
hanh diéu tra vé nhitng nha leo nifi trén khdp thé gici, ho quyét dinh chon
S6° Khong Azuma, ngwoi dang soéng o Nhdt Bdn. Mdc du da mat cd tw chi
nhwng néu trong ndo ciia Azuma van con chiec ndng diéu khién tay chan thi
khi & trong khong gian do, cdu van co thé’ hoat dong dwoc nhiwe mot ngwoi
lanh lan.

Sw ménh dwoc trao cho Azuma la di dén mé cung, thwong lwong voi
nhitng chi cveu di lac, thuyét phuc ho dwng ké hoach, hodc tim ra chwong
trinh trung tam dang ndm quyén diéu khién hé thong dién va phd hity né.

D7 nhién sw ménh nay sé kéo theo nhiéu nguy hiém. Mdc dit chi la khong
gian do nhwng néu bi sdt thwong nghiém trong thi sé dnh hwong dén cd
tinh mang. Khi gdp va cham sé co cdm gidc dau don, con néu bi chdy qud
nhiéu mdu thi sé roi vao trang thdi thiéu mdu ndo. Trén thwc t&’do chi la do
gidc cua ndo bd, nhwng do gidc 4y sé dnh hwong dén chikc ndng thé’ chadt
ngoai doi thiee, trong trivong hop xdu nhdt sé ddn dén tir vong.

“Day la mot nhiém vy khdc nghiét nhwng chi minh cdu méi cé thé lam
dwoc.” Mamba noi.

Azuma khéng khdi tran tro. Co thdt la cdu sé hoan thanh dwwoc nhiém vu
kho khdn dén vdy khong? Nhwng so voi nhitng ngay thdng chi biét vdt va
dau kho'vi khong thé cie dong co thé thi nhw thé con ddng song hon nhiéu.
Hon hét thdy, tuy chi la khong gian do nhiwng cwe nght dén chuyén lai dwoc
thir thdach voi viéc leo niii mao hiém cd tinh mang la mdu trong ngwoi cqu
lai soi suc. Cudi cung, Azuma quyét dinh nhdn lay nhiém vu.

Azuma cdn cho ndo minh truy cdp vao mang lwoi ma khong phdi cir
dong co the’ o mwc t61 da. Pé lam dwoc diéu do, mot thiét bi truy cdp
khong 19 da dworc ldp ddt & nha cdu.

Dwdi sw trong chivng ciia nhitng thanh vién trong Uy ban doi phé véi
Mé cung va Reina, co man nhitng dién cwe da dwoc gdn vao ndo Azuma va
cudi cung viéc truy cdp cing dwoc thwe hién.



Sau khi dot nhdp vao mé cung do, giita mot thi tran xa la, Azuma da gap
g0 rdt nhiéu nhdn vt khong xdc dinh danh tinh. Mdc du phin lon trong s¢
ho déu la nhitng nhan vat do do mdy tinh tao ra nhwng moi ngwoi déu cé
cdi t6i va séng doc ldp dén ndi Azuma khong thé’tin rdng ho la do. Cdu gdp
vo khoi ké thit nhwng ciing khong it ngwoi dd tro thanh dong minh, gitip do
cdu. Tuy vdy, ngay cd voi nhigng ngwoi twong chieng co thé tin twong thi
cdu ciing khong dwoc phép lo la. Pung liic quan trong thi lai bi nhitng ké
khong ngo toi phdn bi, hay trong hoan cdnh ngan cén treo s¢i toc thi lgi
dieoc mot nhdn vt nam ngodi sikc twéng twong ciFu giup.

Cur sau mot khodng thoi gian nhdt dinh, Azuma lai tré vé thé gioi thwece,
bdo cdo tinh hinh cho Uy ban doi phé voi Mé cung. O khong gian do do,
dong chdy thoi gian chi bang mét phdin mét tram so véi thiee té, mot ngay
0 Mé cung twong dwong voi khodng mwoi bon phiit rwedi & thé gioi thiee.
Mdi lan nhw vdy, Azuma sé mé mdt ra, sau khi bdo cdo xong, cdu lgi tiép
tuc thir thdch voi thé gioi do.

Khoéng ldau sau do, Azuma dén dwgc Great Cosmos va cudi cung ciing
dén liic doi mdt voi thir thdch vieot qua day nii &y. Do cing la lic nhirng
khé khdn hoan nan thiwe sw bdt dau.

Takeshi ngang dau 1én khdi dién thoai, 14y ngén tay xoa xoa hai mi mit.

“Chu doc xong r'6i a?” Mayo hdi.

“M@&i chi doan m& d4u thoi,” Takeshi dit dién thoai tredc mat Mayo.
“Truyén nay c6 vé kha dai da'y nhi? Ki€u gi cdu Azuma d6 ciing khong
vuot qua dege day ndi Great Cosmos mot cach sudn sé dau ding khong?”

“Puong nhién 13 the roi. T doan d6 mdi bat dau vao cdt truyén chinh
ma,” Mayo chuyén dién thoai tr@ vé man hinh chinh. “Du gi thi truyén nay
cling ¢6 tdn ba mwoi lam tap ta't ca.”

“Chdu doc hét roi ha?”

“Chéng ¢6 nhé. Chau m¢&i doc dwoc nam, sau tdp dau thoi. Pa thé chau
con doc nhdy céc nén ciling chéng nhé 16 14m.”

“Thé& truyén 18y b6i canh & thi trdn nay a?”

“Vang. Mac du qua nta cau chuyén k& vé chuyén phiéu lvu mao hi€m
ctia Azuma & Mé cung nhung ciu ta cling dinh ky tr& vEé thé gidi thye nén
tdc gid da phdc hoa song song canh twong hdn loan clia thé” gidi ngoai dori.
Khi d4, xud't hién rat nhiéu canh giong v&i thi tran nay. Ca ngdi nha Nhat



ma Azuma v&i Reina dang sinh sdng nira. TAm poster nay chinh 1a dg an
tai hién ngdi nha d6 da’y chi.” Mayo chi tay vao tA'm poster dan trén twong.

Hai ngwoi dang & nha an cia Hotel Marumiya. Mic du con 1au moi dén
gio an nhung ho cé lich gidp go d6t xuad't voi nhan vién cda cong ty mai
ting & day. Ly do la vi Kakitani da goi dién thong bdo qua trinh kham
nghiém tir thi vira hoan tat, gia dinh c6 the€’ d&€n nhén lai thi th€ dwgc r'oi.

H6i ba Kazumi ma't, Mayo da phu gitip chuan bi cho d&m canh linh ctru
va 1€ dwa tang ctia me nén c6 quen v&i ngwodi & cong ty mai tang. C6 da goi
ngay cho anh ta d€ trao ddi tinh hinh. C6 ciing thang thin thd 16 chuyén
canh sat dang nghi ngo’ day 1a mét vu an mang.

Nguwoi dan dng phu trach c¢6 vé ngac nhién, song anh ta van néi v&i
Mayo bing giong diém tinh. “Vay d€ ching t6i x4c nhin v&i canh st roi sé
dén chd ¢d nhé.” Do tinh chdt cong viéc, hin anh ta cling da quen voi
nhtrng thi th€ ¢ uan khic.

Mayo quyét dinh giai thich cho Takeshi nghe vé Mé cung nhitng b ndo
do trong lic cho’ ngwoi phu trach cua cong ty mai tang t&i. N6i vdy nhuwng
viéc gidi thich ciing khong dé dang gi, b&i vay cd da tim trén mang va cho
Takeshi doc bai viét trong tir di€n bach khoa toan thu.

“Ttrc 12 tai hién Ngoi nha mé cung do nhi? Ap u k& hoach mwon truyén
tranh d€ khoi phuc kinh t& — mot cu 161 ngwoc dong cho vung du lich da suy
tan, ngwoi ta goi d6 1a chét dudi vo ca cong rom day ma,” Takeshi bat gidc
nhun vai.

“Chd dwng coi thwong thé. Mé cung do noi ti€ng mdt cach khac thwong
day a. Mac du n6 ban chay khing khi€p nhw thé 1a nho’ phim hoat hinh.”

Mac du phién ban truyén tranh da ngwng xud't ban dinh ky nhwng khi
phién ban phim hoat hinh dwoc trinh chigu thi nguyén tic truyén tranh bét
d4u noi trd lai.

Mayo nhin d6ng h'0 trén dién thoai. Ngwoi phu trach cua cdng ty mai
tang sip stra t&i roi.

“Ma chi nay, chi tinh sao v&i ba con ho hang a?”

“Ba con ho hang? Tinh cai gi?7”

“Chud dinh khi ndo mdi bdo cho ho biét bd chdu da mat a?”

“Né&u 1a ho hang ding nha Kamio thi chi bdo r'6i.”



“O, chi bao twr ldc nao vay?”

“Luc nay, khi chdu dang néi chuyén dién thoai v&i bén cong ty mai ting
ay. Chu da bdo cho 6ng chd ¢ Saitama r'6i.”

N6i m&i nh¢ diing 1a Takeshi da ng'6i canh Mayo va goi dién cho ai da'y,
nhung c6 chic chin cudc goi khong kéo dai 1au.

“R'6i sao ha chu?”

“Sao cai gi?”

“Chu ¢6 no61 b6 chau bi giet khong?”

“N6i la n6di thé' nao? Chi bao bd chau bj suy tim.”

“Suy tim?” Mayo ba't gidc cao giong.

“Tim ngung dap thi goi la suy tim. Chud c¢6 néi d6i dau.”

“N61 the€ cing dvoc a?”

“Theo chau thi c6 van dé gi nao? Nghe dén suy tim, chaamg ai lai di hoéi
dau cua tai nheo lam gi. Vi bi€t hoi nhuw Ehé’ nao? PE chi tiét 10 cho chau
mot chuyén hay ho nhé,” Takeshi dwa mdt nhin xung quanh doan ghé sat
vao tai Mayo. “Khi mdt ngwoi noi ti€ng chét, n€u bao chi dwa tin anh ta bi
suy tim thi mot 1a anh ta ty sat, hai 1a vedng vao mot vy an nao d6. Néu
nhw khong phai mdt trong hai cdi d6 thi la chét khi dang giao hop. Khong
sai dwgrc dau. Suy tim 1a mét tr ¢6 ma thuét day.”

Mayo khong rd Takeshi ¢6 cédn ¢t gi ma néi thé’, nhwng trong chu &Yy tran
day tu tin.

“Con vé dém canh linh cttu v&i 1€ dwra tang thi chid néi sao?”

“Chi tr chdi lich sw, bdo 1a tang 1€ chi t& chirc trong gia dinh, xin thi
10i. Vay 1a xong.”

“0, the ho hang bén ding bd chau khong c6 ai dén sao a?”

“Chau mudn ho d&n chic?”

“Khodng phai mudn, chau nghi ho d&n mdi phai dao théi.”

“P4m ba con ho hang thudng ngdy chang may khi qua lai véi nha minh
¢ dén ciing chi to phién ha. C6 khi bon ho ciing tha'y phién &y chi. C d€
nhw thé'1a dworc r61.”

“Vay thi bén ho Shibagaki, chau nén lam th& nao nhi?”



_Shibagaki 1a ho cii ctia ba Kazumi, ngwoi me qua c6 ctia Mayo. Vi
diang ngoai, d&n bay gio Mayo van qua lai so’ so'.

“Chau thich lam th& nao thi lam nhung néu thay phién thi cir giai thich
giong chd la dwore chir sao.”

“Bao bd chdu bj suy tim &y a? Va bio ho khong can dén dy 1€ thong da
hay 1€ dwa tang gi hét?”

“Dung vay.”

“Li€u c¢6 bi 16 khong chd. Vi la an mang nén ki€u gi ho chaamg dua 1én
thoi su?”’

“Chau khong phai lo chuyén d6. Nhin cach xtr sy ctia Kogure ngay hom
nay, chic chin canh st khong mudn cong khai nguyén nhan cdi chét dau.
K€ ca c¢6 1én thoi sy thi cling phai sau khi xdc dinh dwoc nghi pham kia.”
Lan nay Takeshi ciing n6i chdc nhw dinh déng cot, song Mayo khong biét
c6 thé€'tin dwoe dé€n dau.

“Nhung bic Mikiko th& nao ciing doi d&n dy dém canh linh ctru vdi 18
dwa tang b& chdu.”

Mikiko la chi gai ba Kazumi, von tinh chu ddo tw xwa.

“Néu thé& chau hay néi la & diy ngwoi ta dang lan truyén tin don dich
Corona sip stra bung phdt tré lai nén moi ngudi déu xa lanh khach vang lai
tr vung khac toi.”

“A, Corona. Ra vay, héa ra con c6 cach d6.”

“Chau ctr doa ba Yy la tt,lé’i di€m nay dan vung khic ma toi diy khong
khéo s€ bi ghét cay ghét dang dd’y.” Takeshi gi ngén tay vao thdi dwong.
“Chau phai dong nao hon di.”

Mayo gian s6i ngwoi nhung khdng néi lai dwoc gi.

“Chau hiéu roi. Chau s€ thw goi dién.”

“T6t day. Chi khong muén bi nhitng ngwoi ngoai cude lang vang xung
quanh dau.”

“Nguoi ngoai cude?”

“Tat ca nhirng ai o rang khong dinh dang dén vu 4n déu la ngwoi ngoai
cudc.”

Nghe Takeshi néi toet mot cach gon 16n nhw vay, Mayo khong khéi strng
sOt. Sau khi xdc nhan khong c¢6 nhan vién nao cua 1t quan dang ding gén,



cd 1ién hoi: “Chu nghi c6 the hung tha sat hai b6 chau s€ d&€n dw dém canh
linh ctru hoic 1€ dwa tang bd’ chdu u?”

“Khong nghi nhw thé” moi la,” Takeshi trd 1o ngay 1ap tiec. “Néu nhw
day khoéng don thuan 1la mot trong s6 nhirng ngwoi quen cia bd chau. Chu
khong 16 k& d6 ¢6 quan hé nhw thé nao voi bo” chau, nhung tre phi d6 la
mdi quan hé bi mét, nhiéu kha niang ké d6 s€ dé€n dy dém canh linh ctru
hoic 1€ dwa tang.”

Mayo nud't nwde bot wec mot céi.

“Liéu hung tht c6 t&i 18 canh linh ciru hay 1€ dwa tang cta ngwoi ma
chinh hén da ra tay sat hai khong nhi?”

“Chau ctr the hinh dung tdm 1y cta hung thi xem. Ngay trong lic nay,
chi c4 12 hin dang run rdy so’ hdi mot ldc nao d6 moi chuyén sé bi 16 tay. L&
thudng tinh hin s& nghi n&u minh khong d&n dy ddm tang thi ra't c6 the sé
bi nghi ngo. V4 lai, chic hin ciing mudn tim hi€u xem canh sit da diéu tra
d&n muc nao roéi.”

“Ciing ¢6 the€. Nhung lam thé nao d€ tim ra hung thu ha chu?”

“Van dé 1a & chd doé. Ty nhién di tim thi ddu cé dwoc ding khong nao.
Nhung thong qua 1€ canh linh ctru va 1€ dwa tang cia bd chdu, chiing ta c6
th€ ndm dwoc cdc mdi quan hé clia 6ng Ay. Cudn so tang chinh 13 danh
sdch ké tinh nghi ddng gid.”

Mayo gan nhw bj 14 4t bdi 4nh mét sic lanh clia Takeshi. Ctt nhur thé
ong chu nay c6 d€n ma’y by mat vay.

Lat sau, ngwoi phu trach cua c6ng ty mai tdng xudt hién. D6 1a mot
ngwoi dan ong nhd thé ¢é tén 1a Nogi. Mayo van con nhd khudén mit khién
cd lién twdng dén hat diu rang ngya ay. Anh ta chinh la ngwoi phu trach
tang 1& ctia ba Kazumi. Khi Mayo néi ra chuyén 'y, Nogi 1ién git manh
dau.

“Pung vay. L'an nay toi cling xin phép dwgrc 1am ngwoi phu trach. Toi rat
12y 1am ti€c vé chuyén clia bd cd. Xin gii 1o chia budn siu sic nhat dén
gia dinh.”

Theo loi Nogi thi anh ta da d&n sé& canh sat va xac nhan xong xubi moi
viéc. Nghe dau phia canh sit néi ring néu dwoc thi mudn gia dinh dwa thi
the' di tredre tdm gio’ sang mai.



“Phia chiing tdi s& tryc ti€p chuyén thi th€ d&€n nha tang 1&, nhuwng con
viéc gidm sat thi gia dinh tinh sao a? N&éu 6ng nha mat & bénh vién hoac
vién duong 130 thi gia dinh c6 theé’ d€n gidm sat. C6 di€u, n€u chuyén tw s¢
canh sat thi s€ co ra't nhiéu han ch&’.”

“Chung t6i khong can giam sat,” Takeshi néi xen vao. “Gap mat thi thé
vira duoge gidi phiu xong ciing ching d€ lam gi. Ki€u gi ngwdi anh Ay
chaalng ching chit toan vé&t chi khau. Tt hon hét 1a ching t6i gdp anh Ay T'4n
cudi sau khi bén cau da nhdp quan dau vao day.”

Mayo phat ngan v&i ki€u néi chuyén hét nhw moi khi ciia Takeshi, chéng
c6 chit t& nhi nao, cd quay sang nhin Nogi. Thé r'6i, ngwoi dan 6ng nho thé
dé lién cui dau.

“To1 cing nghi nén lam vay thi hon. Chung t61 s€ chiu trach nhiém lo
liéu cho hinh hai ctia b6 ¢6 dwoc chu tat.”

Xem ra thi th€ clia nhitng ngwoi da trai qua giai phiu khong dé coi cho
14m. Nhung tai sao Takeshi lai biét ca nhitng chuyén nhw thé nhi?

“Vay tram sy nho’ cdc anh,” Mayo cii dau tredc Nogi.

“T6i hi€u roi. Vay tdi xin phép chuyén sang ndi dung ban bac chinh
ludn, khong bi€t gia dinh ¢6 nguyén vong ddc biét gi khong a? Chaalng han,
g4n day c6 nhiéu gia dinh do it ho hang nén ho Irgc bat 1€ canh linh ctru va
chi t& chirc tang 1€ trong mdt ngay. Pwong nhién, doi lai chi phi cling ré
hon.”

“A, chi mot ngay 12 xong ha anh?”

“Khong dwoc.” Takeshi chen ngang. “Nén t& chirc 1€ canh linh ctru va 18
dwa tang riéng. Lam vay s€ thém nhiéu ngwoi dé€n dwoe. Nhung hay dan ho
vui long khong duy ca hai budi. Chi dwoc chon mot trong hai, hodc 1a 18
canh linh ctru, hogc 13 1& dwa tang. Bing cdch d6 chiing ta s& gidm bt dwoe
legng ngwoi dén viéng trong mot ngay, ciing 1a cach d€ d6i phé véi dich
Corona.”

Mayo ciling doan ra dwoc muc dich ctia Takeshi. Chi &y mudn cang c6
nhi€u cdi tén dwoe vi€t vao danh sach ké tinh nghi cang tot.

“To6i hi€u r'o6i,” Nogi dap. “Ching t6i cling ra't xem trong cac bién phap
d6i pho voi dich Corona. Pac biét, Ian nay ngwoi qua ¢ lai ting 1a gido
vién, ching t6i d6 ring lwong ngwdi dén vieng s& khong ding & con s&



mudi hay hai mwoi ngudi. Vi vay, ching t6i mudn dé xuat dich vu tang 18
trgc tuy€n.”

Gan day Mayo thwong xuyén nghe dén khai niém nay. “P6 1a dich vu
nhw thé" nao vay anh?”

“Phwong an dwoc khuyén khich 1a...” Nogi mao dau nhw vay va giai
thich nhw sau.

“Cdc khau trang tri hrong 4n, nghe st tru tri doc kinh s& van dién ra nhu
binh thwong. Tuy nhién, chi ngwoi nha méi dwege ¢ mit & do, con khach
dén viéng thi ngdi cho & phong riéng. P6 1a mét can phong roéng rai,
thodng khi, gh& ngdi dwoc gidn cdch phi hop. Khung canh cia 1€ canh linh
clru va 1€ dwa tang sé dwogc mdy quay ghi lai thanh video va phdt cho moi
ngwoi xem.

“Ngay cd nhitng ngwoi khong dé€n dwoe do & xa hay tudi cao sirc y&u
ciing c6 thé theo ddi 1€ tang qua mang Internet. Con nhitng nguoi trie tiép
dén viéng s& xem qua man hinh dd dwoc chuidh bj sén & phong riéng.
Nhirng ngwoi mang theo dién thoai con c¢6 the xem dwgrc ngoai troi nira.
Bing cdch d6, chiing ta c¢6 thé tranh dwoc viéc cin phong tré nén qua dong
dic. Ngoai ra, khi ti€p don, chdng t6i s€ phat s6” cho nhirng ngwoi tham du.
Ching t6i ¢6 dat mot bang hién thi dién t& & bén canh hoi treong, trén do6
s& hién thi mi s& cta ngudi d&n lwot vao thip nhang, khach dén viéng sé
nhin vao bang d& M'an lwot vao hdi tredng. Sau khi thip nhang xong, ho s&
di ra theo 161 ctra riéng. Viéc nay ciing la d€ tranh cho khach khtra tap trung
qua dong.”

Nghe Nogi trinh bay xong, Mayo khong khéi ngac nhién, khéng ngo’ lai
cé cach t6 chirc dam tang nhw vay. Pai dich Corona da lam thay doi rat
nhiéu mét trong doi s6ng thwong ngay, thAm chi con anh huwdng dén nhirng
nghi thiec hi€u hi ntra.

“H6i dai dich Corona bwdc vao dinh di€m, ching to6i con ap dung ca
hinh thitc thip nhang di dong nira. Khach d&n viéng ngdi nguyén trén 6 td
ma van c6 th€ thip nhang dwoe, nhirng hién tai tdi nghi ching ta khong cin
thi€t phai lam d&€n muwrc &y.”

“Nghe dwgc dd’y chir,” Takeshi néi. “Hay chiing ta sit dung dich vu ma
ciu diy vua goi ¥ nhi?”

“Chau cling tha’y on a,” Mayo dong tinh.



“Vay chung t61 xin phép dwoc lo liéu chuyén nay a,” Nogi viét gi d6 vao
0 SO

“T61 c6 modt nguyén vong nra,” Takeshi noi.

“La gi vay a?”

“Khong biét liéu cdc ciu c6 th& bd tri buc thip nhang ngay bén canh
quan tai, ngwdi d&n vieng s& nhin mit thi the r6i méi thip nhang, sau d6 ra
khdi hoi trrong. Néap quan tai thi cit @& mdé nhuw the’.”

“Da, bén canh thi th€’ dy a...” Nogi td ra hoi bdi roi.

“Trudc day, sau khi k&t thic mot loat nghi 1&, nhirng nguwdi than thiét s&
quiy quanh quan tai nhwng né€u lam vy thi s€ thanh tap trung ddong nguoi
con gi? Piang nao ciing ma't cdng d€ khach khira vio thdp nhang mot cich
c6 hé thdng nhw the r'di, chi bang viéc gip mit Tan cudi ciing 1am theo trinh
tw d6, vira an toan lai hop 1y.”

Nogi lién gat dau.

“Anh n6i ra't phai. T6i hi€u roi a. Xem nao, cd 1€ canh linh clru va 1€ dwa
tang déu lam nhw vay a?”

“Ping thé&. Ngoai ra, tdi mudn cac ciu quay lai canh khach khira vao
nhin mit thi th€ va thip nhang. Nhung khong c¢an phat doan video d6 1én
mang. Ching t6i chi mudn gitr lai d€’ gia dinh xem thoi.”

“To1 daro rona,” Nogi dwa but viet.

Mayo nhin sang Takeshi. Chéc hin phai c6 muu tinh gi d6 dang sau 1o
deé nghi ay, song c6 khong mdy may doan ra dwore.

Sau d6, ho quyét dinh nhitng ndi dung chi tiét ctia 1€ canh linh cttu va 1&
dwa tang. N6i vdy nhung cling chi don thuan la Nogi dé xua't roi Mayo
dong y. Takeshi gan nhw khong xen ngang ntra. Nom nhw th€ chu &y khong
con hirng quan tam gi.

Mayo chon mdt birc anh lwu trong dién thoai d€ dung lam di anh. Birc
anh chyp nhan dip ddm cwdi mot ngeoi ho hang tor ba nam tredc. D6
khong phai birc anh dep nhat, song Mayo ciling khong tim ra birc nao phu
hop hon.

R6t cudce budi hop ban ngdn mat mot gio dong h'o. DAy la chwa k€ néu
Nogi khéng biét nha Kamio theo dao gi, dén tho ho réi mo phéan & dau thi
c6 khi con phai kéo dai ntra.



Vi da qua 7 gio nén ho quyét dinh ding bira t&i ludn. Ba chd 1 quan tw
tay bwng thirc an toi.

“Va't va cho ¢6 qud,” ba chu cat ti€ng to y toi nghiép Mayo.

Nghe vay c0 bén dap: “Chau 6n a.”

Co da giai thich voi ba chit vé chuyén ho s€ ngdi & géc nha an d€ hop
ban chuyén t& chirc tang 1€.

“Néu c6 can gi thi ct néi voi toi nhé. Toi s€ gitp.”

“Cam on ¢0.”

“Pung la ching ta dang song trong cdi th&” gi¢i ma phai chid y dén da
thr, nhw Corona nay no,” ba chu Ir quan lam bam ciu d6, doan lui di.
Mayo khong gidi thich 1y do vi sao b6 minh qua doii, song ¢ vé ba ta dang
nghi 1a do bénh tat.

“Khi nay chi néi thé’ véi muc dich gi vay?”

“N6i the'1a néi gi?”

“Thi chuyén d& khach khita nhin mit b& chdu trede khi thip nhang AYy.
Chéc chi phéi ¢6 y d'6 gi da’y cht?”

“U thi th&”,” Takeshi n6i doan rét bia vao cdc. “Mot ké vira moi gi€t
ngwoi, hOm sau ppéi dljrng tredee thi thej:’ nguoi Ay, rat kho ¢6 the' ra vé binh
tinh tuyét d6i. Chac chan gwong mat han sé bi€u 16 sy thay doi gi do.”

“Chu dinh nhin thau sy thay doi d6 u?”

“Phai. Chi s& d&€ mit d& khdng bd 16 mot sw thay ddi dit nhd nhat. Tuy
c6 mdy quay ghi lai roi, nhung ding 1a cdm gidc khi nhin tryc tiép van
quan trong hon.”

“Chau hiéu roi.”

Tuy c6 nhiéu di€m qua quét nhung di sao dng chd nay van 14 ngudi chu
ddo va déang tin cay.

Vwa dn xong thi dién thoai Mayo d6 chudng. D6 la Kakitani, anh ta goi
h§i xem Mayo da ban chuyén v&i cong ty mai tang xong chua. Co trd lovi
rang cudc gap go da ket thic cach dady ba mwoi phit, 1€ canh linh ctru s&
dwoc t6 chirc vao ngay mai, con 1€ dwa tang thi td chirc vao ngay kia.

“Vay a? Thuec ra ching tdi ¢6 chuyén nay mudn nho cd. Bay gio t6i dén
do dwoc khong?”

“A... khong thanh van dé.”



“Cam on c6. Vay toi s€ dé€n ngay bay gio. Hen gdp c6 lat nira nhé,” néi
doan Kakitani nhanh nhau tit mdy, xem chtrng mudn tranh thd lic Mayo
con chwa doi y.

Nghe Mayo néi lai, Takeshi cwori nhéch mép.

“C0 1€ canh sat cling dang nghi giong ching ta.”

“Nghit giong?”

“Thoi, doi ciu ta d&n khic biét. Vira hay, chd cling dang c6 chuyén
mudn yéu cau bon ho day.”

“Chuyén gi a?”

“Nhiéu chuyén,” Takeshi udng can chd bia con lai, doan né nu cwoi day
tdo bao.

Vai phut sau, Kakitani da ti. Nhanh hon Mayo twdng. Xem ra anh ta
dang rat voi.

Mayo chuyén sang ng'6i canh Takeshi, d61 mat v&i Kakitani ng6i phia
bén kia ban.

“Cam on ¢6 V€ chuyén sang nay. T ddy long ching t6i rdt cam kich
triedre sw hop tac ctia ¢6,” Kakitani vira cdi dau vira ng'6i xudng ghé’.

“Nghe néi cdu ¢6 chuyén mudn nho ching t6i?” Takeshi hdi ngay nhw
the€ mudn gat di man chao hai.

“Vang, la th& nay, t6i nghe néi gia dinh da thu x&p chuyén tang 1& dau
vao dd’y. Vi thé& ching t6i muén nho gia dinh chit viéc...”

“La viéc gi?”

“Trude khi thwa chuyén tdi mudn hodi khong biét gia dinh dy tinh tang 18
s€ ¢6 quy mo thé nao a? Ki€u nhw chi ¢c6 ngwoi nha voi nhau, hay chi moi
ho hang than thich gi d67”

“Khong, ho hang sé khdng t&i. Ngoai hai chd chau t6i ra thi khach dén
viéng chd yé&u sé 1a ngwoi quen clia anh trai t6i. T6i nghi da phian 1a nhirng
ngwoi ¢ lién quan dén ngdi treong ma trede ddy anh tdi tieng cdng tac.
Ngay mai tdi cling s€ bdo cho ca To dan phd nhung tdi cling chwa bi€t hang
xOom lang giéng c6 d€n dong hay khong.”

“Vay anh wdc ching khoang bao nhiéu nguoi a?”

“Cha. Ban cua chdu gai t6i s€ bdo giip cho nhirng nguwoi lién quan dén
trrong hoc, nhwng hién tai chdng t6i ciing chwa biét ai dé€n, ai khéng.”



“Nhung chic khong phai c& nim, sdu ngudi dau phai khong a?”

“Th& nao nhi? Chéng phéi chuyén d6 con tuy thudc vao long yéu mén
ctia moi nguoi danh cho dng anh t6i ldc sinh thoi hay sao?”

Kakitani nhin vé phia Mayo. “Con c6 nghi sao?”

“T6i doan ban be dong trang ltra voi toi s€ d€n kha kha. N6i vy nhwng
chic ciing khong d&n dworc hai muroi ngwdi dau. Con vé hoc sinh cic khéa
khac hay d6ng nghiép cta bd” thi t6i hoan toan khéng doén truedc dwore.”

“Ra vay, ra vay,” Kakitani nhic di nhic lai v&i vé mit hai long.

“Thé viéc cdu mudén nho 1a gi? Toi doi nay gior r'oi da’y.”

“A, t6i vd phép roi. Thuc ra téi mudn ban véi gia dinh xem liéu c6 the
cho chiing tdi bd’ trf diéu tra vién trong 1€ canh linh ctru va I€ dwa tang duwoc
khong.” Kakitani hét nhin Takeshi lai nhin sang Mayo, doan xoa hai tay vao
nhau nhe mét thwong nhan. “Di nhién ching t61 s€ khong méc trang phuc
canh sat. Ching t6i dang tinh d&€n viéc tra trdn vao doan khach dén viéng
hodc nhan vién ctia cong ty mai ting.”

“Ha,” Takeshi th6t 1én. “Y c4u la diéu tra ndm ving &y ha?”

“Ciling khong d&n mirc nhw vay,” Kakitani chia hai long ban tay vé phia
Mayo. “Ching tdi nghi rd't ¢6 th€ hung thi hodc nguwoi nao d6 c¢é dinh liu
dén vu an s€¢ deén tham dy dam tang. Vi vay, v€ phia canh sat, ching toi
mudn ndm dwoc cang nhidu thong tin cang t6t, ching han nhw c6 nhitng ai
dén viéng, ho x& sy nhw thé nao & hoi treong. Gia dinh tha’y thé nao a?”

Mayo chot hi€u ra, cau néi ban ndy ctia Takeshi “C6 1€ canh sat cling
dang nghi gidng chung ta.” 1a vé chuyén nay day.

“Chéu nghi sao?” Takeshi hdi Mayo.

“Tuy chu quy€t dinh a.’

“Um ”” Takeshi ben ng 61 thang lung 1én, nhin vé phia Kakitani. “T6i nim
dworc roi. Vay toi s€ cho phép cac di€u tra vién tra trdn vao lam nhan vién
ctia cong ty mai tdng. Nhwng mong cic ciu vui long khéng tra trén vao
doan nguwoi dén viéng.”

“Co6 ly do gi sao a?”

“B&1i vi I€ canh linh clru va 1& dwa tang ciia anh tdi s& dworc dién ra theo
cach dic bigt.”



Takeshi giai thich cho Kakitani v€ ddm tang tryc tuyén cling nhw chuyén
thip nhang theo s& thit tu.

“Nghe t6i giai thich chic ciu ciing hiéu r'o6i, khdch khita s& I4n lwot vao
thip nhang tir mot ciin phong riéng biét. Gid du canh sét diéu tra cdi trang
thanh ngwoi dén viéng thi s& chi con mdi ho sét lai cin phong &y. Néu d€
nhitng vi khach khéc trong tha’y thi phién ha 1dm.”

“Co 1€ anh ndi phai. Nhung ¢ mot cach 1a d€ cho ca nhirng di€u tra vién
gid mao 1am nguwdi dén vieng d6 vao thip nhang...”

“Chuyén d6 toi xin tr chdi. Puoe nhitng ngwdi chang diy mo ré mé gi
thip hwong cho, chic dng anh toi cling khong vui vé gi dau.”

“To6i cling nghi vay,” Mayo gio tay phai 1€n. “T6i cam thay khong thoai
mai v&i chuyén do.”

“T6i hi€u tam trang cta cd. VAy chiing tdi s€ thwong lwong voi cong ty
mai tang d€ ho cho phép di€u tra vién cua ching t6i dong gia lam nhan vién
ctia ho. Ngoai ra gia dinh c6 thém di€u ki€n gi nira khdng a?”

“Chuyén nim vung thi tdi hi€u roi. Tuy nhién phia chiing toi ciling c6 yéu
cau danh cho cédc anh. Truedc 1€ canh linh ctru, t6i mudn vé nha mot Tan
ntra. Theo 1oi chau gdi t6i thi ¢c6 mdt s6” vat dung ma anh trai t6i ra't tran
trong va da nho’ con bé bd vao quan tai khi anh &y chét di. Ching t6i mudn
vé nha d€' 18’y nhirng thir d6. Phai khdng Mayo?”

Ty nhién bj héi dén, Mayo khong khoi ling ting song van déap: “Vang.”
Takeshi da khong ban tredc voi c¢d vé chuyén nay.

“A, ra vdy... Toi hiu r'6i. Ngay mai khoang may gic thi dwoc a?”

“Muoi gio sang di. Khong ¢in don chiing t6i dau.”

“To1 ro roi. Toi s€ dan nhan vién trgc ban. C6 di€u, mong gia dinh c&
gdng hé&t mirc khdng dong vio &6 dac trong thw phong. o nhtrng vi tri con
Iru lai da'u vé€t cda hung thd, ching téi mudn bao toan nguyén ven ¢ mirc
toi da.”

“Nay nay, cdu dung c6 n6i vo ly thé chir. Chiing t6i dé€n d€' 18’y vat dung
ca nhan cda anh &y. Sao ¢6 chuyén khong so’ vao d6 dac trong thw phong
dwoc.”

“Vi th&" t6i m&i néi 1a ¢d ging hét mirc cé th€. Ban than cin phong dé
cling 1a m6t chirng cr quan trong. Mong gia dinh hi€u cho.” Kakitani ch6ng
hai tay 1€n ban, cudi dau.



Takeshi buéng mot ti€ng thd dai rd to, doan nhin vai. “Panh vay, chiing
to1 s€ co.”

“Cam on anh. DAi lai hai nguoi ¢6 the ty do ra vao céac can phong khac.”

“Pwong nhién r'oi, dd’y 1a nha cua ching t6i ma.”

“Ngoai ra anh con c6 yéu cau gi nra khong?”

“Tam thoi chi thé thoi.”

“Vay a.” Kakitani trong nhe nhom ra mat. Co6 1€ anh ta dang s¢’ n€u lai bi
doi héi vo 1y nira thi khdng bi€t phai xoay x& thé nao. “Vay, hom nay dén
day thoi nhi?” Kakitani nhom ddy khédi gh€’.

“Dan x&p duwoc chuyén nam ving chic cdu mirng 18m nhi? Viy 1a cau
cling dwore nd may né mat voi thanh tra Kogure roi ding khong?”

“A, vang...” Kakitani n& mot nu cudi thi€u néo.

“Chuyén di€u tra sao roi? Cac cau da biet dworc gi chwa?”

“Chting t6i chi vira m&i bat dau nén ciing chwra néi dwoe gi... Ching tdi
s€ cO gdng.”

“Tram sy nho’ cdc ciu.”

“Vang, vay to1 xin phép.” Kakitani quay got di.

Sau khi nhin theo cho dén khi anh ta di khua't, Mayo li€n hoi Takeshi.
“Chu dinh vé nha lam gi vay?”

“Thi nhw chi vwra giai thich dd’y théi. Chu vé d€ 18y vat dung gi d6 bo
vao linh ciru. Mayo chéc ciing nghi ra dwgre mot hai thit gi d6 ch?”

“Chuyén do thi dwoe a. Nhung ddy chi la 1y do bé ngoai thdi ding khong
chid? Muc dich thyc sy cua chd 1a gi vay?”

“Purong nhién 1a d€ xem xét ky hién trwong roi. Sdng nay cé canh st &
da’y nén chd chwa thong tha quan sat dworc.”

“Cong nhéan.”

Hai nguwoi ra khéi nha an. Takeshi vén tay do 1én, xem dong h'6.

“Da mudn theé nay roi a? Ngay hom nay that dai, nhwng ngay mai con dai
hon nira. Du gi thi mai ciing 12 1€ canh linh ctru. Phai chuah bj tinh than
tredre thi hon,” Takeshi ndi doan di ra cira.

“Chu di dau day?”



“Ra ctra hang tién lori. Chid mudn mua &0 16t va ta't,” Takeshi quay ngodt
ngwoi, nhanh chan budéce di.

Cheamg 1€ chi &y khong dem theo d6 d€ thay sao...

Ngam ra thi ldc xua't hién vao sdng nay Takeshi ciing chi di ngw¢i khong.
Nhung chéng phai chid &y néi ring hdm qua da di nghe ngéng hang x6m
lang giéng hay sao? R'6i t6i qua chi a8y da tro & dau? Hay la chu &y vé
Tokyo rdi lai quay lai dAy? Ma khong, chéc chin chii khong 1am cdi viéc vo
bo aYy.

Mayo nghiéng dau. Con nguoi nay ¢6 qua nhiéu bi an. Minh khong th€
chi quan dworc, cd nghi.

Sau khi tré vé phong, Mayo nhin cho Honma Momoko lich trinh chi tiét
clia 1 canh linh citu va 1& dwa tang. Momoko nhén lai ngay 14p tirc, dai y 1a
da ro6. C6 &y néi dam tang mdt ngwoi quen cia minh cling t6 chirc tryc
tuyén. Xem ra dao nay chuyén dé da tré nén binh thwong.

Sau da’y, mic di thdy ning né nhung Mayo van quyét dinh goi cho béc
gai Mikiko. H6i me¢ Mayo ma't, bac 4y da gitp do viéc nay viéc kia. Trong
dién thoai ctia Mayo ciing lvu s6 di dong cua bac.

Dién thoai vira két nd'i, bac Mikiko da vo tw cd't giong vui vé: “Mayo, ldu
qué roi khong gdp chéau!”

“Chau chao bac... Lau roi khdng gip bac a,” Mayo chi ¥ néi bang giong
rau ri, nhirng mong bac Mikiko s€ nhén ra ¢6 dang c6 chuyén khong vui.

Song, cam xtc &y cta c6 hoan toan khong cham dworc toi d6i phwong.

“Bac nghe chuyén roi. Chau két hon véi dong nghiép cing cong ty ding
khong? Chic mung chau nhé. BPam cudi dy ki€n vao thang 5 nhi? Pang
tinh hinh nay, bic nghe bdo 1€ cuwdi sé& duwoce t& chirc ngoai troi, nhwng mua
nay chic chin thoi tiét cling d& chiu 1dm cho ma xem. Béc rat sin long dén
tham dw. Mong 1a hom d6 troi s€ dep,” Mikiko thao thao bat tuyét, nhanh
dén ndi khong d€ Mayo chen vao dwgec ciu nao. Trong s6 ho hang cua
Mayo, ba bac nay ciing 1a ngwoi khéo mdom khéo miéng nhat.



“A khong, bac i, hom nay chau goi cho bac khdng phai vi chuyén dé.”

“0, thé¢’ u? Xem nao, hay la chdu c¢6 tin vui r61? Mayo, chdu c¢6 em bé roi
ha?”

“Khong phai, khong phai,” vira dp dién thoai trén tai Mayo vira xua manh
tay con lai. “Khong phai chuyén d6 dau a. Bac nay, bac binh tinh nghe chau
néi nhé. Thyc ra, chuyén nay khong tot lanh gi cho 14m.”

“Sao, chuyén gi thé”? Huay hoén a?”

Mayo nhirng mu6n quy sup xudng dau hang nhwng gio khong phai lic
de c6 lam vay.

“Khong phai thé&’, ma la...” Mayo nudt nwdc bot triede khi néi ti€p. “BE
chau mat ron.”

Pung lic d6, Mayo dot nhién khong nghe thiy gi ntra, d&€n ndi cd con
tedng dién thoai da bi ngit két noi. “Alo,” co cit ti€hg goi.

“A..., bic xin 16i. Mayo, chdu vira néi gi kia?”

“Chd4u néi 12 b& chau mat roi. Chuyén xay ra dot ngdt nén chic bac bat
ngo 14m.”

Mayo c6 cam gidc dau day bén kia dang hit mot hoi sau. “... Sao lai th&?
B& chau bi tai nan a?”

“A, chuyén d6...” Mayo nudt nudc bot réi méi néi: “Bd chdu bj suy
tim.”

“A...,vay ha chau. Troi, trong chd &'y van manh khoe nhw thé kia ma...”

Giong néi ciia Mikiko ngay 14p t&c tré nén ning né, sau d6 bac dy cling
khong xody sau thém ntra. Ding nhw Takeshi néi, “suy tim” that 1a mot tw
than ky.

Mayo néi véi bac Mikiko rang vi can nhic dén tinh hinh dich Corona
nén 1& canh linh ctru va 1& dwa tang s& duwoc t& chirc trc tuyén. Nghe co
bdo dan & diy khong hoan nghénh nguwoi vung khac t&i, qua nhién ngay ca
Mikiko cling bi thuy€t phuc. “Ti€c qud, nhwng n€u da vay thi bac cing
chaalng con cdch nao.”

Sau khi ctip mdy, Mayo kiém tra dién thoai, thdy tin nhin ctia Kenta.

“Anh dodn chic em vAt v nhiéu nén ciing han ch& hdi han. Tinh hinh
sau ddy sao roi em? Khi nao c6 thoi gian thi trd 1o anh ciing dwore.”



Mayo c6 th€ cdm nhin dwoe sy tinh t& clia Kenta qua dong tin nhin
chirng muc d6. Chic chén anh ra't td md mudn biét tinh hinh nhwng vi hinh
dung ra canh Mayo dang phai chay ngwgc chay xu6i d€ lo liéu moi chuyén,
anh thAm chi phai kiém ché& ca chuyén nhén tin. Nghi lai nhitng gi da xay ra
sudt ca ngay hdm nay, ding 1a Mayo cheatng cé thoi gian va tam tri danh cho
mang xa hoi.

Mayo ba'm goi, dau day bén kia lién nha’c may ngay. Xem ra Kenta dang
d€ dién thoai ngay bén canh d€ cho doii.

“Em day. Gio anh ¢6 tién nghe dién thoai khong?”

“Khong sao, anh dang & nha ma. Moi chuyén th& nao réi em?”

“Vang, dung 1a cing mét nhiéu anh a.”

“Anh hiéu ma. Em c6 gip ric rdi gi khong?”

“Hirm, xem nao...” 1am sao c6 c6 th€ néi v&i Kenta rang minh dang gip
khé khiin vi khong biét hung thil giét bd 12 ai dwoe. “Trudc méit, viée t&
chirc 1€ canh linh ctru va 1& dwa tang cho ém dep da dii chodn hét tAm trf em
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roi.

“A, em chot dwore thoi gian r'6i ha? Khi nao da'y?”

“Lé canh linh ctru s& t& chtrc vao ngdy mai. Tt sdu gio' chiéu.”

“Ngay mai a?...” Mayo cam nhan dwgc sy bdi rdi cua Kenta. “Anh cé
hen v&i khach hang ldc chiéu tdi. Anh mudn khich xem tdn mat vat liéu lat
san nén chi con cach gap truc ti€p thoi.”

“A, anh khong phai ¢6 qua dau. Cé mdt cach tién lgii hon ma.”

Nghe dé€n chuyén dam tang trec tuy€n, Kenta cling khong 18y lam ngac
nhién. C6 vé nhw anh da bi€t dén hinh thirc nay roi.

“Vay chic anh c6 th& xem duwoc 1& canh linh citu r6i. Nhung tAm t&i
mudn thi anh md&i dé€n dwoe. Cho anh dja chi cu the nhé?”

“Vang, em s€ gri sau. Nhwrng ma em ndi that da'y, anh khong phai qua
strc dau. Lai con dang dich Corona ntra chix.”

“Anh s& cd mot chit. B& vor chira cwrdi ma't ma khong thém dén du ca 18
canh linh clru va 1€ dwa tang thi con ra thé thong gi.”

“Nghe anh néi vay em cam kich lam...”
“Vay hen em t01 mai nhé.”
“Vang, em bi€t roi.”



“Chic em ngu ngon.”

“Chtc anh ngd ngon.”

Mayo tit mdy, thé dai. Cum ti “vo chwa cudi” ma Kenta vira néi ra
khong hi€u sao van virong va'n bén tai ¢d6. Cam twdng nhw né da khoi diy
trong cd ca cdm gidc yén tam I4n lo ling.

Mayo da c6 Kenta. That ba't hanh khi mat di b6, nhwng cheamg bao lau
ntra ¢6 s€ lai ¢c6 mot mai &m mdoi. Trong long ¢b ta't nhién cam thay virng
vang. Nhung dong thoi cling ton tai cdm giac chong chénh vi hai nguoi
van chua phai 1a gia dinh. Céi y nghi roi ddy s& ph4n ctia minh van hoan
toan ¢6 the vap phai nhitng thay d&i 1&n ching chiu r&i khoi tAm trf co.

Mayo khé 1ic dau. Nghi dén nhitng chuyén dé vio lic nay ciing chéng
de’lam gi. Chi con cach lam nhttng viéc minh nén lam thoi.

Mayo nhin cho Kenta dia di€ém va thong tin lién lac clia nha tang I&.
Cho't nh¢ ra, cd ben tién th€ ki€m tra hop thw dé€n, thd'y ¢6 kha nhiéu thu.
Mayo thtt doc lwdt qua mot lwot, bung bio da dang ndo ciing toan nhitng
birc thrr vo nghia.

Dot nhién Mayo dirng tay lai. B&i dap vao mét co 1a dong tiéu dé “Gi
c6 Kamio Mayo”. Mayo van con nh¢ tén nguwoi gii. Tuy hoi luong I,
song c6 van m& thw ra. Noi dung khong qua dai.

“Toi xin 16i vi qudy rdy co hét lan nay toi lan khdc. Khong biét coé da xdc
nhdn dwoc vori anh @y chiwa? Néu da xdc nhdn, khong biét anh dy trd lovi co
nhw thé’ nao? Liéu c6 phdi sau khi nghe cdu trd loi @y, c6 van khong thay
doi suy nghi?”

Mayo bén x6a birc thw di roi quing dién thoai ra chd khdc.



C6 tiéng ai d6 dang khéc & ding xa. Tiehg khéc clia mot bé gi.

Mayo buoc di trén hanh lang dai hun hiit. D6 1a m6t hanh lang 14t van ct
ky. Co nghe thd’y ti€ng khdc phat ra tr cudi hanh lang.

Ti€n sdu vao trong, cd thdy mot can phong ki€u truyén thdng. Trong
phong trdi ném, ba Kazumi, me ¢6 dang ngoi trén d6. Ba mac bd d6 ngu
thong thuong, trén tay b& mot em bé.

Ba Kazumi ngang mat lén, dud6i 16ng may triu xudng bdi rdi. “Me dang
dinh di nga thi con bé lai 0a khéc,” song trén moi ba lai né mot nu cwoi.

“Con xin 18i,” Mayo néi. “Khong phdi con mudn gy ric r6i cho me
dau.”

RS rang dira bé Ay vira khéc vdy ma gio' nd lai dang nhim mét. The
nhung, chi riéng ti€ng khéc 1a van cir vang vong lai tir ddu d6. Khong biét
twr lic nao ti€ng khéc “oe oe oe” da bién thanh ti€ng “pi pi pi” ctia mdt loai
thi€t bi dién tw.

Mayo mé mét. Cd nhin thd'y hoc twdng tokonoma gitra khong gian mor
tdi. Anh sdng lot qua khe rém chi&u Ién bitc tranh treo twong. Bitc tranh &Yy
v€ mdt cdy mo. Viung nay c6 rdt nhiéu dia danh ndi ti€ng v&i hoa mo:.
Péng ly ra mua nay dang la mua ki€m bdn tién.

Vira ngah ngo v&i nhitng suy nghi d6, Mayo vira véi tay tit cong tic trén
ddng h'd bdo thirc. Trong gid’c mo cia minh, ¢6 ¢ ngd ti€ng chudng bio
thirc 1a ti€ng khéc cia tré con, bo ndo clia con ngwoi qua la ky la.

Mayo ng6i ddy, xoay c6. Cam gidc khi thirc gid’c khong dwgc khoan
khodi cho 1dm. Tai c6 da gip gidc mong d6. Ma khong, c6 1& nén néi 1a vi
cd phan nao hieu dwgce ly do vi sao minh mo’ thdy the". C6 nghi du sao minh
van phai mau chéng quén noé di. D6 chaalng qua chi la gid’c mo’ thoi.

Mayo rita mit roi di t&i nha &n, van nhw moi khi, ngoai cd ra khong con
vi khéich nao khéc. Cing khong thdy bong dang Takeshi.

“Chao ¢0,” ba chu 1ir quan ca't ti€ng.



“Chu chau van chwa t¢i day a?”

Nghe Mayo hdi vdy, ba chii 1ién chdp mit té ¥ hoi ngac nhién.

“Ong &y #n sdng roi vira m&i ra khoi ddy. C6 khong biét a?”

“A, th& a. Tai hai chi chdu khong hen nhau an cung c6 a.”

Trong lic cho thire an t&i, Mayo thir goi dién cho Takeshi. Sau vai ti€ng
tit, tat, dau day bén kia nghe may, hoi dop: “Cé chuyén gi the™?”

“Chu dang & dau day a?”

“O'bén ngoai.”

“Chéu biét 1a & bén ngoai roi, nhwng chdu dang hoéi 1a & chd nao.”

“Chd nay chd kia. Khong thé€ néi trong mot ciu duge.”

“Chud néu vi du xem nao?”

“Con bé nay nhiéu loi that. Chu cling ¢6 viéc riéng ctia chd chir. Phai
roi, ding ldic ddy. Chd dang mudn nho' chau mot chuyén. Chau goi dién
cho Kakitani hoi xem khi péo ho cé the trd lai dién tho/ai ctia bo’ chau gidp
chi. Ma chi doan day 1a bang chirng quan trong nén chac cu ta s€ tra loi la
tam thoi chwa the tra lai.”

“Biét khong dwoc nhung van hoi a?”

“Ping vy, van dé la sau khi ciu ta trd 1o kia. N&u cau ta néi vay thi
chau hiy nho' cho xem thw dién ti, tin nhdn SMS, lich s& nghe goi thoi
cling dwoe. Cr néi “toi 1a ngwoi nha, toi ¢6 quyén biét’ cho chi.”

“Puwoc thoi, nhwng nghe cé vé kho qud nhi,” Mayo gai dau. “Nhirng vu
thwong lwong ki€u nay d€ chi lo ¢6 phai hon khong a?”

“Chd thi khong dwoe. Chid khong 6 bang ching ngoai pham.”

“Bang chttng ngoai pham?”

“Chéc chin ho s& khong tiét 16 thong tin lién quan d&n qu4 trinh diéu tra
cho nhirng ngwoi van ¢6 kha ning 1a hung thi. DAy 1a ciu ctra miéng clia
canh sat. Vi bi€t thé nén tdi qua chi m&i khong da dong dén.”

“Y chi 1a chau c6 bang chitng ngoai pham nén khong sao a?”

“It nha't ho ciing khong th€ vin vao cdi c& nhw chi vira néi dworc. Dai lai,
c6 thé ciu ta s& néi v&i chdu 12 ngd nhé @€ nguwdi khiac xem dworc thi ric
rdi to. Khi d6 chau hay ki keéo cau ta, bdo 1a nhat dinh s€ khong cho ai xem
dau.”



“Chau hiéu roi. Chau s€ thw.”

“Trong ca vao chau day. Moi chuyén sé khac xa tuy thudc vao viéc
chiing ta ¢6 hay khong c¢6 nhirng thong tin &y. Thé nhé, muoi gior sang nay
tdp trung tredc coOng nha minh. Ping ¢6 dé€n mudn da’y,” Takeshi ndi rat
nhanh r61 ty y cip may.

Oi, phién qud di mat, ding ldc Mayo vira nhin chim chdm vao dién thoai
vira 1am bam nhw vay thi thirc an dwgc mang toi.

An sing xong, Mayo tré vé phong, dang liic trang diém thi nhan dwoec tin
nhin clia Momoko. C6 4y nhén 12 di thong bdo cho ti't cd nhitng nguwdi lién
quan ma cd Ay nghi ra dwgc. Chua biét s& lwgng hoc sinh da ra treong dén
viéng c6 dong khong, nhwng nghe dau hau hét cdc ban cung khéa véi
Mayo déu sé dén dy 1€ canh linh ctru hom nay.

Sau khi trang di€ém xong, Mayo nhén tin cdm on Momoko. Poan cb ti&p
tuc hit mot hoi that sdu ro1 goi cho Kakitani.

Anh ta nghe mdy ngay, hdi Mayo bang giong ciing th?ing: “C6 chuyén gi
vay c6 Mayo?”

Nghe Mayo hdi thim vé dién thoai cia bd, Kakitani ngay 14p tirc ha
giong xudng, noi: “Ra la chuyén do a.”

“RAt xin 10i ¢6 nhwng t06i mudn ban vé chuyén nay khi da nhin ra dwoc
hwong gidi quy€t vu viéc,” cdch ndi nang tuy mém mong nhwng ding nhw
Takeshi dw dodn, anh ta da tw choi.

“T6i hi€u roi. Vay néu cic anh c6 th€ cho t6i xem thw dién t, tin nhin
va lich st cudc goi thi t6t qua.”

“A,ra viy.”

“Mong anh giup cho.”

Kakitani khé 4m w. “Chuyén dé... xin cd doi mot lat.”

Xem ra anh ta dang trao doi voi ai d6, hinh nhw 1a Kogure. Mayo nghe
lo4ng thodng giong clia Kakitani, song c6 khong nim dwoc ndi dung cude
tro chuyén.

“Xin 10i da d€ co phdi cho,” Kakitani néi. “Mong co thiz 16i. Hién tai,
qua that chdng tdi cling khdng th€ cung cap nhirng thir d6.”

“Tai sao? T6i c6 bing chitng ngoai pham kia ma. Chic chén t6i khong
phai hung thu, va lai t6i 1a ngwoi nha nan nhan, tdi ¢c6 quyén dwoc xem



chr. Nhat dinh t6i s€ khong d€ ai nhin thdy dau. Ngay ca v&i chd toi.”
Mayo tht hoc theo cach néi cua Takeshi.

“T6i bi€t. Toi rat hi€u tdm trang ctia ¢6. Nhwng cd Mayo nay, cho du cd
khong cho ngudi khac xem thi van c6 thé co s& budt miéng néi ra 1dm chir.”

“To1 s€ khong no6i dau. Xin anh hay tin t61.”

“A khoéng, van dé khong phai 1a tin hay khong tin, ma vé mit diéu tra,
ching t6i cling muén tranh nhirng rui ro ki€u nhw vdy. Rat mong c6 hieu
cho. Xin 161 ¢0 by gior tdi chuan bi ¢6 cudc hop nén tdi xin phép cip mdy
tai ddy. Thanh that xin 16i cd. Hen gép c0 sau.”

“A, nhung ma...” Mayo chwa kip ndi ti€p cau “t6i 1la ngwoi nha nan
nhan” thi dau day bén kia da tit may.

Co th¢ dai, goi cho Takeshi, thuét lai cudc tro chuyén véi Kakitani.

“Qua nhién l1a khong dwore a? Tay Kakitani d6 ¢ vé 1a ngwoi t6t nén chi
da hy vong bi€t dau anh ta s€ dong y, vy ma...”

“Anh ta da trao doi v&i ai d6.”

“Chéc 1a Kogure r'6i,” Mayo nghe thdy ti€hg chép miéng. “Biét 1am sao
dwoc. VE phia d6, danh tw bo thoi vay.”

“Phia d6?”

“Chu s€ giai thich sau. Th& nhé.”

Sau khi két thic cudc goi, Mayo ki€m tra gio’ gid'c, da hon chin gio sang
roi. Co ding Ién, 18y bd tang phuc ra khdi ta. T6i qua trede khi di ngt cd
da 16i né ra khoi vali va treo sin 1én méic. B tang phuc ndy Mayo mua tir
h'6i me mat, cling phai to d6 dén gio’ cd6 mai lai x4 vao.

Pién thoai bdo c6 tin nhdn d&n. Lan nay 1 clia Kenta. “Chao budi sing.
Hoém nay lam chil tang, em c& ging nhé. Hen t&i gip lai.”

Mayo bén nhén lai: “Cam on anh. By gior em chuéhn bj di ra ngoai.”

Mayo 16i chiét tii tote ¢& 1'n ma c¢6 da nhét trong vali ra, bd tii xach tay
mau den vao dd, deo tii tote 1€n vai roi ra khoi phong. S& di ¢c6 dem theo
tdi tote 12 vi h'6i t& chitc ddm tang cho me, c6 di biét trong lic dién ra 1&
canh linh ctru va 1€ dwa tang, cang liic s& cang phai nhan nhiéu d'6 linh tinh,
1dt vat nhw phong bi phing di€u, dién chia budn, roi thi ho)p dong nay no.

Mayo nho ba chu I quan goi taxi gidp, trong lic cho dgi, co lwdt qua
cdc mau tin trén mang. Mayo d& mit d&n mot bai viét, dai d& 12 tinh hinh



lay lan dich Corona & Tokyo da c6 dau hiéu l1ing xudng, diéu d6 khién cd
th&y yén tim. N&u vay thi Kenta ciing dé dang r¢i khoi Tokyo hon.

Taxi t&i, Mayo 1én dwong trd vé nha. Ngdi trong xe ngdm nhin phd’ x4,
cd ¢6 cam giac lwgng nguoi di bd ngoai dwong cling nhiéu hon mot chut
so v&i hom qua. M&i d6 ma tinh hinh Corona & Tokyo da tic dong dén ca
nol nay roi. Chéc chin sau nhiéu T4n bi han ché& rdi lai ndi 16ng, ngwoi dian
cling da nhanh chéng trang bi cho minh kha nang thich rng.

Mayo vé d&n nha sm hon ndm phiit so v&i gio' hen. Co trong thd’y vién
canh sat tré tudi mic dong phuc dang ding tredc ctra. Mayo lai gan trinh
bay 1y do.

“T6i cé nghe ndi roi. Co cb the vao trong nha.”

“A, nhung t6i hen v&i chi toi & day.”

“Chu c6 da vao trong roi.”

“Ha, that w?”

“Ong &'y dd vao nha cach ddy khoang mudi phit.”

“Sao co?”’

Mayo véi vang bwdc qua cong, m& ctra vao nha. Th& roi, cod thdy trwdc
ctra thr phong ciing ¢6 mot vién canh st deo khau trang. Nhin thdy Mayo,
anh ta vut thang lung Ién.

Nhin xuéng chd d€ gidy dép, Mayo thd’y c¢6 hai d6i giay. Mot doi trong
cii n4t, chic 12 clia canh s4t. Ddi gidy nam con lai nom khd méi.

Mayo cui chao vién canh sat doan nhom vao thw phong, song khong tha'y
bong dang Takeshi.

“Néu c6 dang tim em trai cda nan nhan thi 6ng 2y da 1€n tang hai r'o6i,”
vién canh sit ngai ngéan ndi.

“A, viy ha?”

Mayo di doc hanh lang, vira hay ding ldc Takeshi cling tw trén tang di
xudng. Préu ding ngac nhién la 6ng chu &y dang mac do tang.



“Chd bao hen nhau ¢ tred'c cong co ma?”

“Tai chi dén sdm qud. Pirng doii chédu thi cling phi thi gio. Ma ¢6 sao
dau nao.”

“Vang thi khong sao... Nhung bd tang phuc kia la thé€’ nao da’y a?”

“Chdu la 1dm 2? Chi Ia gia quy&n, dwong nhién phdi mic tang phuc
trong 1€ canh linh ctru r'6i.”

“Y ch4u khong phai th¢. Chau dang héi chi ki¢m bo d6 d6 & dau? Chu
di thué a?”

“Chd tr mua. Chi it chid cling ¢c6 mdt bd tang phuc ctia minh chir.”

“Chud d€'né & dau vay?”

Takeshi cong mdi 1€n, ra chi€u cam tha’y phién todi. “Chuyén dé thi quan
trong gi7”

“Chau to mo théi. Chd d€’ & dau theé?”

“Trong td dyng @6 & nha ga. Cam theo chi t& vieong tay viedong chan nén
chu gui & day.”

“Kia la cai gi a?” Mayo chi vao tay phai ctia Takeshi. Chu &y dang xach
mot chi€c tdi nho.

“Con bé nay 1dm diéu nhiéu lo1i that. Kiéu gi ciing bi chdng ghét day.”

Takeshi thé dai ngao ngan, doan kéo khéa. Mayo ngd nguwoi khi nhin
tha’y thir ma dng chu &y vira 16i ra. P6 1a mdt chié€c phong bi phiing viéng.

“Chu ¢6 nén dua cho chau ludn bay gio’ khong? Mac du chd dang dinh
khi nao chau ki€m phong bi ctia khach khira thi méi dwa.”

“Chau xin nhin. Cam on chad.”

Mayo nhén 18y phong bi tw tay Takeshi, nhét vao tii, doan chdm rai hit
thd sdu. Nghi dén chuyén gio’ diy minh dang & dia vi cia ngwoi nhén tién
hwong khéi, mot Ian nira cdm gidc dau bu'don lai chyc trao dang trong long
cd.

Lic hai ngwoi quay tré lai the phong, vién canh sat trong chung trwedc
ctra Iién dwa ging tay cho ho. Xem ra viéc tly tién d€ lai d4u vén tay van s&
lam kho cho canh sat.

Ho mé ctra, budc vao trong, nhin mot lwot cdn phong. D6 dac van
veong vai duedi san giong hdm qua. Pung nhw Takeshi da chi ra, nom
khong c6 vé gi 1a hung thl da bdi tung 1én hong tim ki€m thir gi d6. Chi cé



thé cho rang hin da ba dau pha ddy cdt d&€ ngudi ta twdng diy 1a hanh vi
cua mot tén trom.

“Chét tiét,” Takeshi néi nhw nho toet.

“Sao vay chu?” Takeshi chi tay 1én mat ban.

“Canh sat da dem mady dién thoai fax di roi. Nhitng lic b6 chau & nha
ma mudn goi di dau thi ra't hay dung dién thoai ban.”

“Chu ndi ciing ding. B6 chau bao dung di dong lai lo ma't song.”

“Chéc 6ng anh chd van chwra bd dworc théi quen tir thoi séng di dong con
y€u da'y ma. Chd dang dinh n€u khong doi dwoe dién thoai di dong ctuia bo'
chdu thi s€ diéu tra qua lich s cudc goi trén dién thoai ban....” Takeshi
li€m moi ra chi€u byc boi.

Mayo lai gan ban doc siach. Ngin kéo bj 16i ra, 6 dac bén trong vin
veeong vai duedi san. Mayo tim thdy trong s& d6 mot chi€c bit mdy hiéu
Montblanc, 1tén nhit 1én. Mdi khi viét nhitng birc thw quan trong, dng
Eiichi ludn dung chi€c but nay. N6 la mén qua me Mayo tang cho bd nhan
dip ky niém muwoi nam ngay cwdi. Néu Mayo nhé khong nhdm thi qua bo
cd tang cho v¢ 1a mdt chi€c vong ngoc trai. Mayo con nhé ngay hom 2y
gia dinh ba nguwoi da cung di dn v&i nhau. DB6 1a mot nha hang c6 quang
canh ban dém dep tuyét. Nhirng chu tdm chién to dung, ngon hét sdy, con
Mayo thi long day vui swdng.

D6 vit ti&p theo ma Mayo nhit 1én 12 cip kinh 130 ctia bd". Ong Eiichi bi
loan thi nén binh thwong hay deo cdp kinh gong tron, nhirng lic doc sach
ong m&i dung dén cdp kinh nay. L'an dau tién Mayo trong thad'y bd” deo kinh
kep mii la khi 6ng Eiichi chuan bi budc sang tudi 50. Lic d6 c6 da cam
nhan siu sic ring bd minh ciing d3 c6 tudi roi.

Mayo ngang 1én nhin Takeshi, thd'y 6ng chi &y dang dirng hién ngang
v&i hai chan dang rong hai bén, lung quay vé vuon sau, ngdm nhin khép
can phong.

“Chu dang lam gi vay?”

Takeshi chdm rai khoanh tay.

“Chu dang thir phan tich tdm 1y ctia hung thd. Tai sao hin lai ph4 phach
can phong nhw thé nay...”

“Ha?” Mayo nhifu may. “Cht van con nghi vé chuyén d6 sao? Pa bao hin
lam vay d€ nguoi ta twdng day la hanh vi cia mét tén trdm con gi. Chinh



miéng chi da néi nhw vdy ma. Pén gio’ nay roéi chd con ndi gi viy,” Mayo
vira thi thAm, vira nhin ra ctra. Mac du vién canh sat khong vao phong
nhung thi thodng anh ta van li€c nhin hong thim do tinh hinh.

“Hwm,” Takeshi buéng mét ti€ng am o, “Qua kém.”

“Kém?”

“Chud dang bao nguy tao ki€u nay thi qua kém, qua au. Néu mudn danh
Itra d& ngudi ta twdng hung thi da luc tim &6 ¢6 gid tri thi hin chi viéc pha
phach gia sach v&i ngin kéo mot chit thoi 1a da roi. Lam dé€n mic nay
cling chaalng nghia ly gi.”

“Ngam ra thi chuyén hin d€lai s& ngan hang ciing ky quic that.”

“So'ngén hang?”

Mayo k€& cho Takeshi nghe, hdm qua lic ¢6 dang dinh nhit cudn so ngan
hang roi dwdi san thi bi Kogure ngan lai. Di nhién lic nay cudn so ay da
bi€n ma't. Xem ra sau da'y n6 da bi canh sat thu h'di.

“Thé& thi ding la la that. Gan day, k€ ca c6 sO ngan hang va con dau
nhuwng né€u khong xdc minh dwoc danh tinh thi cling khong th€ rit tién
dwoce, vi the” chid nghe néi dao nay bon trdom khdng khoing ma’y thit nhu
th&’, nhwng chd khong tin hung tha bd lai vi nghi dworc d€n mirc dd’y. Néu
hin mudn nguy tao muc dich clia minh 12 nhim vao tién cha thi chic chin
phdi mang cudn s& di. Chi khong thé€ 1y gidi chuyén hin khong chuihn bj
hung khi, v lai ciing khong biét muc dich ctia hin 1a gi. Liéu c¢6 that hin
1én vao day d€ giét bd’ chau hay khong...” Takeshi vira tram ngam suy nghi
vira lai g4n chd Mayo. “Chdu da quyét dinh s€ bd thitr gi vao linh clru
chwa?”

“R6i. Tredc mét chau dang dinh chon hai thit nay. Chic & thé gidi bén
kia, bd" chdu ciing can dung dén bit may va kinh chd nhi?” Mayo 187y cay
bt va cap kinh ra khéi tui tote.

Takeshi lic dau. “MaYy thir d6 khong dwore dau.”

“Tai sao a?”

“Kinh hay nhya khi héa thiéu déu bi chay ra va dinh vao xwong. Lic
nhat xwong cdt chdu s€ hdi han dd’y. Néu chdu mudn chén nhirng thir d6
cung bd chau thi doii hda thi€u xong r'oi cho vao hii tro ¢6t.”

“Néu vay thi chdu nén chon thtr gi nhi?”



“Chic, an toan nha't 1a maYy thi kia kia.” Takeshi dung ngon caéi chi vao
gid sach & sau lung.

“S4ch &y a?” Mayo bén dirng 1én, di vé phia gid sdch. “Chéic 1a phl hop
that.”

Mayo vira chdm chi ngdm nhin nhitng gdy sdch dang x&p thanh hang
vira nghi. Dau la tac pham ma bd cd danh nhi€u tinh cdm nhat nhi?

Cud1 cung, Mayo chu y d€n mot cudn sach. B6 la cudn Chay di, Melos
kho nhd.

Mayo chgt nhan ra Takeshi dang dirng ngay sau lwng minh. “Chau quyét
dinh dwoe r6i ha?”

“Chau chon cudn nay,” Mayo cho Takeshi xem cudn sach.

“M0ot cau chuyén veé tinh ban thim thiét sao? Ciing dwgc day chir.”

Mayo dwa 4nh mét tré lai gid sach.

“Trudc day c6 ra't nhiéu sach ki€u nay. Nhung hinh nhw by gio’ chi con
s6t lai mdi cudn nay.”

“Ki€u nay?”

“La nhirng cudén ma hoc sinh cadp hai cling doc dwgc. Cé ca Sherlock
Holmes va Arséne Lupin ntta. Ngay xwa bd chdu hay din hoc sinh vé nha
va gl ¥ ho doc ma’y cudn day.”

“Dan hoc sinh vé nha 4y hd? Néu 1a chi thi khong doi nao. Ching ma
lam ban phong hay lam hdng d6 dac thi lai rach viéc. Khong khéo c6 khi
bon chiing con tit mat 4y chit.”

“N6i m&i nhé...” Mayo vira ngdm nghia bia cudn Chay di, Melos vira
nghiéng dau ngdm nghi. “Chdu nhé h'6i chdu hoc cdp mot, c6 mdt anh hinh
nhw 1a hoc sinh c&p hai da ng61 doc cudn sach nay trong chinh cdn phong
nay. Hoi me chau méi bi€t da’y 1a hoc sinh cta bd.”

N6i 1a cap mdt nhung 1a ma’y nam dau cap, thanh thir cling chi 1a ky tc
nhat nhoa cia hon hai meoi ndm veé trede. Bay 1du nay Mayo chua tirng
nh¢ ra chuyén do.

Chwng nhw khong hirng thd gi v&i cau chuyén ky ni€m cta Mayo, ldc
nay Takeshi dang ngdm mot ké& sach khéc. D6 12 ké& x&p nhitng tap tai liéu
lién quan dén treong hoc.

“H01 cap hai, Mayo hoc khoa bao nhi€u?”



“Chéu a? Chau hoc khoa 42.”

Takeshi rit mot tap tai li€u ra khoi ké. Trén\ d6 c6 dé dong chuw Tuyén tdp
cdc bai van t0t nghiép — Khoa 42 dege vi€t bang but da.

“Chua dinh lam gi vay?”

“Chu chi xem chuit th6i.”

“Chd dwng ¢6 xem cuia chau da’y nhé.”

“Chau n6i gi the”. Doc bai tdp lam vian ctia nhirng dira gioi oi da't hoi kia
thi ¢6 gi vui?” Takeshi xoay nguwoi lai, md tap tai li€u. Poan 6ng chd dy
nhanh tay 14t gi& nhirng trang gid’y vi€t da dwgrc dong thanh tap.

“Chu théi di ma.”

“Q, day r'oi. Kamio Mayo, 16p 9B. Chit dep g&rm nhi?”

“Thoi ma, chd dwng doc.”

Mayo dinh cudp 187y tap tai liéu song Takeshi von da cao lai con veeon ca
hai canh tay ché&ch 1én trén, thanh th c6 khong voi tdi.

“Hwrm, ra th&. H6i cdp hai chdu wdc mo tréd thanh ngwoi vé tranh minh
hoa ha?”

“Thé&  thi c6 gi xau a? Thoi, chd xem da roi day.”

Thay Takeshi ha canh tay xu6ng va dong tap tai liéu lai, Mayo lién cudp
12y r0i trd vé chd cii trén gid sach.

“O?” Takeshi bd’y gio’ dang nhin vao gdy clia mot tip tai liéu khac bong
chau may ra chiéu kho hi€u.

“Sao vay chu?”

“Thir tr chd nay dang bj ngwoc nay.” Takeshi chi tay vao tap tai liu cda
khéa 37. Bing 1a n6é dang bi ddo ngwece vi tri voi tip tai liu cda khéa 38
ké& bén.

“Puing that,” Mayo bén sip x&p lai cho diing.

“CO’ ma, chui khong nghi bo" chau lai cat cong cat gitr ma’y thir nay, vira
ngam nhin nhirng tap tai liéu x&p ngay ngin thang hang, Takeshi vtra ndi.

“Né&u hoéi bd chau mudn dem theo thir gi sang thé” gidi bén kia, khong
chuirng 6ng s€ tra 1oi 1 mudn mang ta't ca chd nay 4y chix.”

“Cling c6 the,” Takeshi hai tay chdng nanh thé dai. “Nhwng cho hét vao
linh ctru thi hoi bi nhiéu qua.”



Nha tang 1& ndm trén mot ngon d'di thoai thodi & ria thj train. D6 12 mot toa
nha ba fing nom sach s&, dworc bao quanh béi nhitng birc twrdng mau trang
va nhitng cdnh ctra bang kinh. Lo thiéu ciling & ngay k& bén, ndi v&i nha
tang 1& béi mot 167 di hep c6 méi che. Mayo con nhé, nho 161 di 4y ma
hom lam ddm tang me cd, mic du troi dO mwa nhung moi ngwoi van di
chuyén dwoc ma khdng can che 6.

Nogi da cho sdn & sanh vao. Sau lung anh ta ¢6 mi’y nguwoi dan 6ng deo
khau trang c¢6 vé la nhan vién, song theo 101 Nogi thi td't ca bon ho déu la
di€u tra vién.

“Ngoai t0i ra chi c¢6 ba nhan vién ntra thdi. Hién nhirng nhan vién chinh
hiéu d6 dang lam cong tac chuan bi trong hdi treong.”

Nghe vay, Mayo 1ién hi€u ra. Pam nhan vién gia mao nom c6 vé bu6n
tay bu'dn chan. Xem ra cho d&n khi khach khira xua't hién thi ho khong ¢6
viéc gi dé’'lam.

Takeshi nhin maYy vién cinh sit v&i 4nh mét lanh ling, doan quay sang
phia Nogi.

“T6i mudn nho cau thém mot viée, liéu con kip khdng nhi?”

“La viéc gi vay a?”

“T6i mudn cé thém mot vi tri quay video ntra. P6 1a & quay ti€p don.
Sau dam tang t6i mudn xem lai tinh trang ti€p don. Poan video d6 ciling chi
ghi lai cho chidng t6i théi chir khéng can phat dau.”

“A,” Nogi 18y dién thoai ra khoi tdi trong. “Toi higu roi. Ching toi c6
th€ lam dworc. Toi s€ b’ tri ngay bay gio.”

“Tram sy nho ciu. Cu th€ quay & gbc nao thi tdi s€ chi cho ciu sau.”

“T6i hieu roi.”

Nhan lic Nogi di goi dién cho ai dd'y, Mayo ben héi Takeshi: “Chd mudn
thém may quay de’'lam gi vay?”



Cau tra loi cua Takeshi 1a: “Dén ldc ¢an chu s€ néi cho chau biét.”

Nogi quay tré lai. C6 vé viéc thém vi tri dat may quay khong van dé gi.
Takeshi gat dau hai long.

Mayo buwdc vao hoi trerong ding ldc nhan vién dang trang tri hwong an.
Trong thiy chiéc quan tai 1am bang g tho, co6 bdng ditng khung lai. Nép
quan tai chwa déng, dang dwoc d€ bén canh.

Mayo chdm rai ti€n dén. Cudi cung cd ciling nhin thdy khudén mat cua
bd. Ong dang nhim midt, trong that thanh than. Hinh dnh nay hoan toan
khac so voi lic Mayo trong thad'y & phong chira thi thé cia s& canh sat, ctr
nhu the b co sip stta mé mét ra ma tinh ddy d&n noi roi. Co tham nghi tay
ngh€ ctia nhan vién nhap quan that dang né.

Mayo swc nhé ra, lién 18y cudn Chay di, Melos khG nhd ra khoi tui.
DPoan c6 dit né bén canh thi hai bd. Hom nay ho s& khong lam nghi 1€ xuit
quan nén cd phai tranh thil bd vao trwdc khi quén khud’y mat, Mayo nghi.

“Co6 gid’y khai t& chwa nhi?” Takeshi hoi Nogi.

“C6 roi a,” Nogi ndi, doan 18y mot tor gid'y ra khoi tdp h'o so’ dang kep &
néach.

Takeshi nhin 147y to gidy d6, di khdi chd Nogi dang drng mot doan.
Thay Mayo dén gén, chi &y 1ién 1am bam: “Thi ra 1a nhw th&".”

“Chuyén gi vay chu?”

“Chu t0 mo khong biét trong gid'y chirng nhin két qua kham nghiém t&
thi, ho ghi nguyén nhan t& vong la gi.”

“Thé& ho ghi la gi a?”

“Tim ngwng dip do huyé€t quan viing c6 bi chén ép. Qua nhién b6 chau
khong don gian la bi chét ngat.”

“Nghia la hung khi khong phdi mot loai ddy manh s¢i ding khong chd,”
Mayo khé€ giong thi thim c6t d€ Nogi khdng nghe thay.

“Diing vdy.” N6i doan Takeshi quay lai chd Nogi, trd to gid’y cho anh ta.
Sau d6, Takeshi lai gan hwong an, nhin 1€n di anh ctia 6ng Eiichi bdy gio
da dwgc trang tri xong. Birc anh &y dang mim cwoi nhin Takeshi. Mac du
day la anh chup & mdt hoi treong td chiee dam cwdi, song phdn phong nén
da duoc x6a bd mot cach khéo 1€o.



“Cod Kamio nay,” Nogi bét chuyén véi Mayo. “T6i c¢6 may viéc mudn
trinh bay v&i ¢6. Bay gior ¢6 ¢ tién ndi chuyén khdng?”

“Khong van dé gi.”

“Vay moi cd vao phong dori nhé.”

“T6i bi€t roéi... Chi c6 di khong a?”

“Chd khong. M&Yy viéc vat vanh ddy giao ca cho chau,” Takeshi tra 1o
lanh tanh, méit vin ngwdc nhin bitc di dnh.

Sau khi vao phong dgi, Nogi gidi thich cho Mayo vé trinh ty cdc cong
viéc ti€p theo. Mayo cam tha’y cic tha tuc da duwgrc don gian héa kha nhiéu
so v&i h'di lam ddm tang me ¢6. Xem ra do anh hwdng ctia dich Corona, ho
phai lo liéu sao cho c¢6 th€ han ché ti€p xuc gitra ngwoi véi ngwoi hét mire
cé th€.

Ban bac xong xu6i, Mayo bén quay tré lai hdi treong. Khong thd’y bong
dang nhan vién nao, c6 vé nhw cong tac trang hoang da hom hom ro6i. Hai
chi€’c gh€” gd’p x€p canh nhau dwgrc danh cho gia quyén, Takeshi dang ng6i
trén chi€c gh& bén phai.

“Cht 4n com nim khong?” Mayo 14y tidi ¢6 mua & ctra hang tién loi ra
khoi tui tote, doan hdi Takeshi. Trén dwong t&i diy, cd da ghé qua cira hang
d€ mua com nim va ma’y chai tra Nhit cho bira trua.

“0, chi xin,” Takeshi ngodi lai dép.

Mayo ngdi xudng bén canh, 14y nim com nhan c4 h'i va tritng c4 h'6i
cung mot chai tra dwa cho Takeshi. Con cia cO la nhan ca ngw voi x6t
mayonnaise.

“Khong hiéu sao chdu thay that ky cuc. Ngdi 4n com nim bén canh cd
quan tai nhw th& nay,” Mayo vira béc 16p mang boc bén ngoai nim com,
vira dira méit nhin quan tai.

“Ciling dworc chir sao. Coi nhw ¢6 mdi hai chd chdu 1a dworc dn tredre bira
com than mat cta 1& canh linh ctru.”

Vi dé phong dich Corona nén I€ canh linh ctru hom nay Mayo khong t&
chirc bira com than mat.

Hai ngwdi ling ling dn com pflm, dwgre mot lic thi Mayo swre nh¢é ra mot
chuyén, lién quay sang nhin cham cham Takeshi.

“Sao da’y? Mat chud dinh gi ha?”



“L'an dau tién chau gap chu la & dam tang ba noi.”

“Chéc vay.”

“Budi t01 tredre hdm dé, trong ldc chuahn bi cho 1€ thong da ctia ba, chiu
dwoc nghe bd k€' chuyén minh ¢6 mdt cdu em trai. Vi l1a Tan dau ti€n nghe
dén chuyén d6 nén chau ra't ba't ngo.”

“Vay ha?”

“C6 chuyén nay chau mudn hdi chi sudt thoi gian qua.”

“Gi vay?”

“Trong '4n gip mit dAu tién, chid néi chi bigt rat r6 vé chdu. Rang chdu
vé gidi va ra't yéu meo. Chi nho khong?”

Takeshi udng tra, doan nghiéng dau ngim nghi.

“Thé nao nhi? Chd khong nhé, nhwng ¢6 the chi da néi thé” that.”

“Liic chi néi vy, chau cit chic mam chid nghe dwoc tir bd chau. Nhung
sau d&’y chdu héi lai bd’, bd chdau bdo chwa bao gior k€ chi ti€t vé chau cho
chu ca. Vay tai sao chd lai bi€t chau v€ gidi va yéu meo a?”

“Tai sao nhi?” Takeshi kh€ nghiéng dau. “Chd quén r6i.”

“Sao c6 chuyén dé dwgec? Chic chin chd néi doi.”

Takeshi bén nhin Mayo v&i vé mat kinh ngac. “Sao chau lai khfmg dinh
duoc nhw vay?”

“Chéc chd phadi ¢c6 mwu meo gi d6 chi¥? Lam sao chi quén mdt chuyén
nhw thé€ duoc.”

“Huw,” Takeshi cwoi khay. “Chau nhay bén ra phét da'y.”

“Chu néi di ma.”

Takeshi 1i€c nhin Mayo. “Chau mudn bi€t dén thé"a?”

“Mudn thi chdu m¢&i héi chir.”

“Chau dinh tra chi bao nhiéu?”

Nghe Takeshi héi vdy, Mayo suyt chit nwra thi sic. C6 1ay tay bum
miéng, Itr mét, n6i: “Lai nira ha?”

“Thé thi c6 gi xau nao? Trén doi nay c6 ao thuét gia nao bat mi manh
khée ctia minh khong cong khong?”

“That khong th€ tin dworc. Chau nghi ngo’ nhan pham cta chd day.”



Takeshi thé hét ra, doan vo tron miéng mang boc bén ngoai nim com
vira an xong, bd vao tdi nilon.

“Théi danh vdy. Hom nay la trweong hop dac biét dd'y nhé. Chd sé néi
cho chau bi€t thay cho tién phung di€u. Dau tién, ly do tai sao chu lai bi€t
chuyén chau yéu meo. Ciu tra loi 1a nhw thé nay. Chu da song nhiéu nam
trén doi va cho d&n tan bay gio’ chd chwa ting gap dira con gdi nao ghét
meo ca. It nhat thi khong cé ¢6 bé nao cam thd’y khé chiu khi nguoi khac
doén la minh thich meo cd. Hét.”

“HA?” Mayo tron tron mét. “Chi th&’ thdi a7

“Phai.”

“Gi vay troi. Tém lai chi chi dodn mo thoi a?”

“Hay goi d6 l1a phdng dodn dya trén khoa hoc thdng ké.”

Mayo khong khdi tha't vong. Cau tra 101 cho tAm man bi an da che phu
tred'c ¢d sudt gan hai muwoi ndm qua lai 1a thé nay sao? Thé nay thi 4o
thuat & chd nao cht.

“Con vu v€ tranh thi sao a? Cir cho 1a hi€m c6 dira con gdi nao ghét meo
di, nhwng v€ xau thi day ra dd'y ma.”

“Cung dung.”

“Chu gidi thich thé nao veé bi an d6?”

“Chuyén d6 d€'Tan sau chi néi cho.”

“Tro1i, sao lai thé?”

Mayo vira dau méi 1én phan nan thi chot nghe thdy ti€ng dong & sau
leng. CO ngodi lai, thd'y Momoko dang ding 13 16 trong b tang phuc.

“Momoko,” Mayo dirng ddy, cat ti€ng.

“Lau roi khong gdp,” Momoko ciing chay voi t&i. Hai ngwdi nim 13y tay
nhau.

“Cau dén som the&.”

Mayo da nho Momoko phu trach khau ti€p don.

“T¢ nghi bung bi€t dau con c6 the phu gitp ciu nhiéu viéc khic. Nhwng
du sao t& cling da trét d€n sém qua r'éi phai khong?”

“Khong phéi vy dau. Pot nay dang vwdng phédi dich Corona nén to&
cling c6 ra't nhiéu chuyén can giai thich trede voi ciu.”



“Vay thi may qud. Mayo nay, cdu dung qua stiec da’y nhé. Viéc gi c6 the€
giao cho ngwoi khac thi cdu cir d€ ngwoi khac lam. Cau ma khong phién
phi€n di la lai 6m ra d&y.”

“U, t& s€ chi y.”

Takeshi tir ding sau budc dén. “Co6 bé nay 1a Momoko ha?”

“Vang... Momoko, d€ t¢& gidi thiéu vai cu. Pay 1a chi to. Cha &y tén la
Takeshi, em rudt ctia b6"to.”

Momoko té ra ciang th:flng. “Chéu chao chd a.”

“Chu c6 nghe Mayo k& chuyén vé chau roi. Hinh nhw chau ndu an gioi
1&m ding khong?”

“Da? A khong, khéng c¢6 chuyén d6 dau chid,” Momoko vira xua tay vira
1ic dau.

“Thé sao? Nhung theo lo'i Mayo thi ngay xwa chdu teng dai né moén gi
ngon 14m ma. Xem ndo, t&n mén da’y 1a gi &y nhi?”

Takeshi quay sang nhin Mayo, song c¢6 hoan toan khdng hi€u chuyén gi.
Tai sao 6ng chd nay ctr ba't thinh linh néi ra may chuyén ky quic nhw thé&’
nhi?

“A,” vé miat Momoko nhw vira nhé ra chuyén gi. “Hay 1a mén ha céo
nhi?”

“Chinh n6,” Takeshi chi tay vao Momoko, doan quay sang nhin Mayo.
“Chau cha bao da’y la I'an dau tién chau dwoc an mon ha cao ngon dén thé’
con gi. Pung khong?”

Mayo tuyét nhién khéng c6 ky &c gi vé viéc minh tirng k€ chuyén d6 cho
Takeshi nghe, song ¢6 ciling nhd mang mang chuyén hdi cAp hai c6 tirng
dén nha Momoko choi va dwge chiéu ddi mén hd cdo. “A.” ¢ gat dau mot
cach mip mo.

“Troi o, cAu vin con nho chuyén tir ngdy xta ngdy xwa day a?”
Momoko dwa tay 1én miéng. “Moén ha cao dd’y c6 gi ghé gm dau. Lam t&
xau ho qua di.”

“Chau ctr khiém tdn. Chi thit ghen tj v&i ch'ong chdu vi ¢6 ¢6 v gidi
na'u an. Nghe n6i hom nay chdu sé phu trach ti€p don khach khira gitip nha
chi phai khéng? Tram sy nho’ chdu. Thé nhé, hen gdp chau sau.”



Takeshi di ra ctra, song tried'c khi khud't dang, 6ng chd &y con ngodi dau
lai, n& mot nu cwei nham hi€m. Nhin gwong mat chi, Mayo chot vo € ra.
Chuyén Takeshi n6i véi Mayo khi d6 van 12 mdt ¢ bé con rang “Nghe néi
chdu v& rat gidi” ching qua ciing chi 1a mdt trd ranh ma gidng vira roi. Cit
cho 1a Mayo v& x4u di ntra thi khi con 12 mot hoc sinh ti€u hoc, ¢6 van phai
vé voi gi d6 trong nhirng ti€t tha cong. Chzalng han cé thé néi, ai do, vi du
nhw b6 cd khen nggi biec tranh &y. Lam gi ¢6 ai cam thdy khé chiu khi
dwoc khen co’ chir?

“Chu cau tuyét that ddy,” Momoko lam bam.
Mayo Ic lr ngén trd tredc mit ngwdi ban than. “Ong chi niay ham h'd
14m, cdu ding c6 tin.”

V&i 1€ canh linh clru va 18 dwa tang ki€u md1i, viée ti€p don ciing cin dau tw
nhiéu cong strc. SO tang dwoc lam theo hinh thirc phat thé, trong d6 cd 6
trong d€ dién tén, dia chi lién lac va quan hé v&i ngeoi qua cd. Sau khi
khach d&n viéng dién thong tin tai ma’y chiéc ban dwoc chuih bi sin, ho s&
dwa phong bi phing di€u va thé tén cho nguwoi ti€p don. Biit viét dwgc 187y
tw chi€c hop c6 dé chir Chira sir dung vi€t xong s€ bd vao hdp Pda qua sir
dung. Bit ¢c6 may cdy, dwgc khir tring va bo sung dinh ky. La ngwoi phu
trach ti€p don, Momoko khong chi deo khau trang va mat na bao hé ma con
mang ca gang tay ntra. Phong bi phing va thé tén dwgc x&€p trén khay, khi
dat d€n mot s6 lwong nhat dinh ho s€ cho ca khay vao thung. Bén trong
thiing c¢6 sin co’ ché” khir khuah chi bang mot cong tic.

“Ciing hoi cau ky, xin 16i cAu nhé,” Mayo néi véi Momoko.

“Khong sao, cdu ding ban tdm,” Momoko nhanh nhau dat thé tén va
phong bi vao khay. Ngoai phong bi ¢6 ghi chwr Ikenaga Ryosuke, bén canh
la cht Momoko. Nhin thd’y thé, Mayo m&i nhé ra ho m&i cia Momoko bay
gio 12 Ikenaga. Truede gior o chi toan goi bing tén nén chwa gi d3 quén mat
ho mé&i cha cd ay.

“Anh nha t& sé dén sau,” Momoko néi.

“Qi, that 4? Nhung anh &y dang & Kansai co' ma?”



“Ping vay, nhung nghe t& bdo tin thdy Kamio mat, anh &y bao nhat
dinh sé dén dy ddm tang.”

“A, chdng cdu ngay xua ciing hoc triedng minh 2?”

“U. Hinh nhu thay Kamio la thAy cha nhiém cta anh &y nim 1op 7 va
16p 9. TE chwa ndi v&i cdu nhi, nha t& bao thady Kamio da gitp do anh 8y
ra't nhiéu day.”

“C6 khi t& ciing nghe ciu k€ roi nhung khong nhé, xin 10i cAu nhé. Héa
rala vay.”

M4y nim nay, Mayo ciing chi nhin tin vé&i Momoko dim ba T4An mdi
nam ch khong c6 cor hdi thong thad tro chuyén. H6i bi€t tin Momoko 18y
chong, Mayo ciing chi gt tin nhin chdc phic. C6 chwa gip Ryosuke,
ch'dong Momoko Ian nao.

“Anh nha ciu van phdi cong tac & @&’y mot thoi gian nira 4?7

“T& khong 16, chic vay.”

“Kansai nhi? Cau khong tinh d&n chuyén chuyén dén & cung anh &Yy
sao?”

“Chuyén d6 thi...” Momoko nghiéng ddu ngdm nghi. “Dich Corona van
chwa dwoe khdng ché’, va lai thd thye véi cdu té ra't s¢ phai d&n mot moi
treong khac. Tha t& ¢ & lai viung da't than thudc d€ cho’ anh &y con hon.
Con ca thang nhd nita ma.”

Nghe Momoko néi, Mayo ciling hi€u ra, c6 1€ ding la nhw vay that. Tuy
thudc tinh hinh 1ay lan Corona ma rat c6 th€ moi nguwoi sé phai han ché di
chuyén dén céc tinh thanh khac. S6ng & noi da't khach qué nguoi ma gap
phai chuyén nhwr vdy chic c6 4y s& chim trong b& tic ma't thoi.

Mayo thir nghi xem néu doi lai 1a minh thi sé th& nao? Cong ty cua Mayo
va Kenta khdong c¢6 chuyén thuyén chuyén cong tic nhung gia st Kenta
nhdy viéc va phai chuyén d&n mot noi xa lo xa lc thi liéu ¢ c6 di cling
khong nhi? Néu muén theo chan anh, co chéng con cach nao khic ngoai
nghi viéc & cong ty.

“Hién gio’ cdu khong di lam nhi?”

“U, nhung ma...” Momoko ngip ngteng néi ti€p. “Noéi that véi cau, t&
dang mudn di lam lai ddy. T& chwa néi voi cau chir that ra to nghi viéc 1a vi
cong ty bi pha san.”



“Qi, that th& w?” Pay 1a Mn d4u tién Mayo nghe chuyén nay. “T& nhé
khong nham thi cau lam & dai 1y du lich nhi?”

“Puing roi. Cong ty t& sdp tiém mua thu nam ngodi. Cling b&i dich
Corona da khi€n nganh du lich chju ton tha't ndng n€ ma. May cong ty du
lich tép riu bi ha guc nhw choi. Ma k€' ra bi danh bai vi Corona cling chéng
ra th€ thdng gi,” Momoko nhin vai, cwoi kho.

Chéc ciu &y dang vat va 1&m, nhin khudén mit tron trinh cfia c¢d ban,
Mayo trdm nghi vdy. Dl ¢6 td ra vui vé thi trong 1ong mdi nguwoi déu ¢
nhitng ndi kho riéng. Phai ching dén tudi 30 thi chuyén d6 ciing tré nén
hién nhién.

Takeshi ndy gio’ mat hit, bdng dung lai tir ddu xud't hién cuing v&i Nogi,
hai ngudi bit dau ban bac gi d6 ngay gan khu vyc ti€p dén. Cé vé nhuw
Takeshi dang chi cho Nogi vj tri 1&p camera d€ quay lai qu4 trinh ti€p d6n
khdch khita ma chd 4y da nhic dé&n khi ndy. Mayo khong ro Takeshi dang
am muwu chuyén gi, song vé mat ctiia chu lic thi tham vao tai Nogi trong day
vé am muoi.

Chaamg ma’y chd’c, nhirng vi khach trong bo d6 tang bt dau xud't hién lac
dac. Ngu’é’i dau tién dén chao hdi Mayo 1a mot ngwoi co tudi, trong la mat.
Hodi ra m&i biét dng ay tng lam hiéu tru’O’ng trong nhtrng nam cudi cung
b6 cd con tai chirc. Ong ta n6i v&i Mayo bang céi glong kho nghe, dai y 1a
CAu mong canh sit s& so'm bét dwoc tén hung tht da cudp di tinh mang cia
mot con nguwoi dang quy. Xem ra 6ng ta da bi€t chuyén 6ng Eiichi bj sat
hai. Mac du nguoi ta chwa dwa tin vE vu an nhwng & cdi thi trdn nho bé nay,
tin d6n s€ lan di ngay thoi.

Haraguchi & ctra tiém béan rwvgu dé€n ciing ba nguoi dan éng khac. Hinh
nhur ho déu 1a ban cung 1&p v&i Mayo. Lau 1dm r6i ¢d mdi gip lai ho, va
lai 1y do I&'n nha't 1a ta't cd bon ho déu deo khau trang, thanh thir Mayo hoan
toan khong nhan ra dwore ai voi ai.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng ¢ bo vai rong dirng tried'c mat Mayo.

“Kamio, t0i nghiép cho cdu qua. T¢ day, Kashiwagi diy,” nguoi dan 6ng
néi doan thao khau trang ra, r'oi lai deo vao. P6 chinh la Kashiwagi Koudai,
hién dang la ph6 giam d6c cong ty xay dung Kashiwagi.

“A... Lau roi khong gap cau.”



“Nghe Haraguchi bdo tin ma t& sd'c qua. Khong ngo lai ¢6 ngwoi lam cai
chuyén kinh khing nhw th&’. Néu t& ¢6 the gitp gi cho ciu thi cir néi voi t&
nhé, dirng ngai,” Kashiwagi néi bang giong dang tin cdy. Cau ta c6 cai vé
quyeén uy ra't hop v&i chirc vu phé giam doc.

“Céam on cdu,” Mayo néi.

Nhirng ngeoi dan ong khac cling dé€n chao hdoi Mayo nhw vay. Cau
Numakawa hoi d@m ngwoi hién dang quan 1y mét cira hang an uéng. Trong
doi 1ap v&i cau ta, Makihara v&i khuon mit nhd nhin, méit deo kinh dang
lam viéc cho mdt ngan hang dia phwrong.

Mayo nhé lai ciu chuyén Haraguchi da k&. Ring khi duw 4n Ngéi nha mé
cung do bi tam dung, ho da nghi d&€n mot ké hoach thay thé” d€ vyc day thi
trdn, v&i Kashiwagi 1a thanh vién chd chdt. C6 vé nhw cd Numakawa va
Makihara d€u tham gia vao k& hoach do.

Bon ngwoi di vE phia quay ti€p don, riéng Makihara dwong nhw vira sye
nhd ra chuyén gi, lién quay lai chd Mayo.

“Kamio nay, dao gan day cdu c6 néi chuyén gi voi thay khong? Chuyén
ve cac ban cung khoa chfmg han?”

Mayo ben lic dau.

“Dao nay bd con to khong may khi ¢6 dip trdo chuyén v&i nhau. Sao
the?”

“A khong, tai 1&p minh chuah bi hop 1&p nén t& dang nghi khong biét
thay ¢6 ndi chuyén gi vé bon t& khong?”

“Vi du nhw chuyén gi?”

“Thi chealng han nhw hién gio Makihara dang lam céi nay, Numakawa thi
khon kho vi dich Corona... Tém lai, t& mu6n bi€t thdy quan tdim dén bon
t& d€n mirc nao Ay ma.”

“Cau to mo veé chuyén dé uv?”

“Ciing hoi hoi. Té dang dinh d&€n budi hop 1op s€ hdi thdy nhwng gio’ thi
khong héi dwoee nira r6i. Co ma, né€u ciu khdong nghe dwore chuyén gi thi
thoi. Xin 161 vi 1am ma't thoi gian cta ciu,” Makihara n6i doan nhanh chan
rovi di.

DPing la anh chang ky quéc, vira nhin theo tim lwng gy clia Makihara,
Mayo vtra nghi.



Sau d6 khach khira dan kéo dén viéng. Tha'y Nogi goi, Mayo bén ra chao
hoi vi sw tru tri, trong lic d6 thoi gian cr hanh 1€ canh linh cttu ciing dén
gan, Mayo bén di vao hoi treong. Pén noi, ¢d da thad'y Takeshi ng'di d6, hai
chan bit tréo. Mayo vira ngdi xudng, ong chd 4y di hdi ngay: “Tinh hinh
thadm vi€ng ciia nhirng ké tinh nghi sao r6i?” Takeshi néi tham thi, boi tay
nhan vién clia cong ty mai ting dang cam mdy quay dirng gan do.

“Chu dung goi ho 1a ké tinh nghi. Ban cting khéa v&i chdu ciing dén kha
kha.”

“Tinh nghi qua di ch.”

Takeshi vra dit 1oi, nhan vién céng ty mai tdng, nguwoi phu trach diéu
hanh budi 1& 17én thdng bdo bat dau 1€ canh linh ciru.

Ciing gidng nhwr moi 1& canh linh ctru binh thwong khéc, vi sw tru tri
budc vao hoi tredng va bit dau tung kinh. Piém khdc biét so v&i moi khi 1a
ngoai nhan vién cfia cong ty mai tiang ra, chi c¢6 hai ngwoi & trong hoi
treong. Nhirng hinh anh nay dang dwgc quay lai va trinh chi€u trén mang.

Pa dén gior thip nhang. PAu tién 12 Mayo, tiép dén 1a Takeshi Tan lwot
dirng ddy. Mot ldc sau, d&n lwot khach 1én thip nhang. Nguoi budc vao
dau tién 12 vi cru hidu tredng gia nua. Ong bwdc nhitng bude run ray dén
gan quan tai, sau khi nhom vao bén trong, 1ién chip tay lai v&i vé mit dau
bu'dn. Sau d6, dng cham rii thip nhang, r6i theo hudng mili tén duwdi san di
vEé phia ctra ra tredc mat. The theo nguyén vong ctia Takeshi, td't cd nhirng
hanh déng &y déu dwoc ngwoi nhan vién cia cdng ty mai tang dang hoi cui
xudng quay lai.

Sau d6, khach d&€n viéng x&€p thanh hang doc, tuan tha gian cach xa hoi,
Tan lwot vao nhin mit thi thé, sau d6 thdp hwong roi di ngang qua trude
Mayo va Takeshi. Mayo nhé lai 1o 6ng chi, ¢&” ging hét sttc nhung khong
qua 16 liéu quan sat xem ho phan (rng ra sao khi nhin b& ¢6 trong linh ciru.

Dén lwot cac ban dong nién cua c6 vao vieng. Kashiwagi cham chi nhin
vao bén trong quan tai v&i vé mit nghiém nghi, doan chép hai tay vao nhau.
Cau ta deo khau trang nén Mayo khong ro 14m, song trong dau cd hién 1én
hinh anh Kashiwagi dang khoéa chdt miéng, 1ang thinh.

Numakawa va Makihara cing hoan thanh nghi 1& nhw bao ngwoi khéc.
Mayo khong thay c6 di€u gi dac biét dang Iwu tim & ho.



Vao viéng cudi cung 1a mot cap nam nix. 6 1a Momoko va mot ngwoi
dan 6ng cao rdo. Chéic 1a chdng cd Ay. Mayo nhé d&n cdi tén Ikenaga
Ryosuke dwoc vi€t ngoai phong bi. Khong bi€t bd cd da lam nhirng gi cho
ngwoi dan 6ng nay ma anh ta lai cam thd'y mang on dé€n mirc phai ca't cong
ter Kansai chay t&i day nhw vay nhi?

Hai nguoi cang thgng ti€n dé€n gan linh ctru. Ldc nhom vao bén trong,
Momoko Iién nhiu may, nom c6 vé dau buon. Ikenaga Ryosuke ciing c6
cling phan ttng, song trong mdt khoanh khic, mét anh ta mé to ra chiéu
ngac nhién, c6 diéu, sau dd’y thdi dd cua hai ngwoi khéng c6 gi mat tw
nhién. Ho thép nhang rdi cdi dau trudrc Mayo va di ra cira.

Chaamg ma’y chdc vi sw tru tri da tung kinh xong va roi khdi hoi trrong,
nhén vién cong ty mai tang thong bdo két thic 1€ canh linh clru.

Ra d&n bén ngoai, Mayo bat gip vor chong Momoko, beén chay d&n chd
ho.

“Cam on cau da ti€p khach giip t&. Cau c6 mét khéng?”

“Khong sao, khong thanh van dé. T¢ di ndm dworc tinh than roi, ngay
mai ciu c d€to lo nhé.”

“U, vay thi may qud. A ma...” Mayo ngwdc nhin ngwdi dan ong dang
ding canh Momoko. “Cam on anh hdm nay da ldn 16i dwong xa dén day.
Pi vy em con bét vor anh gitp em nhw the nay, thit sy ngai v&i anh qud.”

“Khong dau,” Tkenaga Ryosuke lién xua tay. “Thay Kamio da giip do
anh rat nhi€u, lam m&’y chuyén nay au ciing 1a 1€ dwong nhién thdi. Ma, néi
thé’ nao nhi... Xin chia budn v&i em... A khong, may 16 ndy ciing chang
the gitp em ngudi ngoai dwore, anh ra't 18y lam ti€c. Ti€c nudi va day dut.
Xin 10i em, anh chi ¢6 th€ néi dwgc nhw the,” mic du Ryosuke dang deo
khau trang, Mayo van nhin ra anh ta dang nhin nhé. Co ¢6 th€ cdm nhin
dwoe tam trang birt rirt cia Ryosuke khi khong th€ dién ta tron ven cam xtic
ctia minh.

“Vay la di roi a. C6 18 bd em ciing dang vui 1dm.”

“DPuoc vay thi tot qua.”

“Anh Ryosuke,” Momoko néi doan chi vio dong h'd deo tay. “Anh sip
stra phai di roi con gi?”

“A, phai roi. Th& nhé Kamio, anh xin phép vé day.”

“T61 nay anh s€ ngu lai nha vor chx?”



“Khong, anh quay vé ludn.”

“Quay vé? VEé Kansai 4?7 Bay gio w?”

“Nha t¢ lai 10n ngwoe vé Kansai ludn,” Momoko néi chen vao. “Hinh
nhw cong viéc cua anh 8y dang ban.”

Mayo lai ngwde nhin Ryosuke, chép mat.

“Pang lic nhw thé ma anh van cAt cong dén tan day... Em that sy cdm
on anh rd't nhiéu.”

“Em dwng ban tim. Khoéng sao ddu. Anh quen r6i ma. Th6i nhé
Momoko, gap em sau.”

“Anh di can than.”

Ikenaga gat dau, doan néi v&i Mayo “Anh xin phép,” réi di ra ctra chinh.

“V&'t va cho anh &y qua,” Mayo néi vé&i Momoko.

“Anh &y la con nguoi cia cong viéc ma,” Momoko budng ti€ng thé dai.

Mayo nhin xung quanh, xem ra nhtrng vi khach khac da vé ca roi.

Co6 cung Momoko quay tré lai ban ti€p don, thdo luidn voi Nogi veé
chuyén ngay mai. Phong bi phiing di€u duwoc gom lai, bd vao mot chi€c hdp
da qua diét khuan. Mayo cho chi€c hop &y vao tii tote.

“O), the¢" dong thé tén dau?”

“T6i da dwa chiing cho chi ¢d roi,” Nogi néi, doan lia mét ra sau lung
Mayo. C6 ngodi lai, thd’y Takeshi dang dirng d6i dién v&i hai ngwoi dan
ong. Khong hiéu vi 1y do gi ma bau khong khi gitra ho c6 vé cing thging.
Hai nguoi d6 1a nhéan vién gida mao, ho chinh la cac diéu tra vién.

“Ho dang lam gi vay nhi?”

“To1 cting chiu,” Nogi nghiéng dau. “Vay nhé c6 Kamio, ngay mai lai
nho ¢d gidp do.”

“A, tdi m&i la ngwdi phéi nhe anh gidp d6.”

Nogi lich thi€p cui dau, sau d6 anh ta li€c nhin vé phia Takeshi mot cai
roi nhanh chéng roi di. Xem ra anh ta khong mudn dinh ddng dén may
chuyén phién toai.

“Thoi, t& cling vé diy,” Momoko ndi. “Hen gdp cdu ngay mai nhé.”

“I\J', chao cau.”

Sau khi tién Momoko xong, Mayo bén ti€n dén gan chd Takeshi.



“Sao thé"a? C6 chuyén gi vay chu?”

“Sao trang gi? May nguoi nay dwa ra doi hdi vo ¢, chd vwra tie chdi vi
khong thé 1am viéc d6 dworc.”

“Sao lai 1a doi hdi vo co duoc a? Toi da néi la d€ phuc vu diéu tra r'oi
ma,” mdt trong hai ngudi cé vé 1 bac dan anh, d4p bing giong bdi rdi.

“Rot cudc la chuyén gi moi dugc?” Mayo hi.

Vién céanh sat 1ién thé dai thwon thwot, doan quay sang phia Mayo.

“Ching t6i mudn muwon sO tang. Néu khong dwgc thi cho ching toi
photocopy hodc chup lai.”

“Cai d6...” Mayo nhin Takeshi bdy gio’ dang cam tdi gid'y trén tay. Xem
ra dong thé té€n dwoc ca't trong do.

“Pay la nhirng thong tin ¢4 nhan quan trong cta khach khira. T6i khong
th€ dé dang cho nguoi khic xem dworc.”

“B@i vay chiing tdi da ndi la s€ tuyét d6i khong de’ 16 ra ngoai con gi.
Chung t6i xin hira.”

“Lam sao tdi tin loii hiva d6 dwgrc. Nhirng hanh vi diéu tra bat hop phép
clia canh sit nhw nghe trdm, tw tién gin GPS thwong xuyén tré thanh van
dé gay tranh cai da’y thoi.”

“Xin anh hay tin twdng ching t6i. Kho that. Toi phai ndi thé nao thi anh
m&i chju hiél cho chiing t6i ddy. Anh cling mong chiing t6i mau chéng bit
dwoc tén hung thu da sat hai anh trai minh ch? Ching ta hay hop tac voi
nhau.” Vién canh sat da phai chuyén sang giong khan cau.

“Hw,” Takeshi khay mii. “Hop tac? Néu da néi nhw vy thi cac cdu cling
phai chdp nhin yéu ciu cia ching tdi chir.”

“Yéu cau gi kia?”

“Con phai hdi ntra. Dién thoai cua anh trai tdi. T6i mudn cdc ciu tra lai
ngay lap tirc. N&u khong the thi cho ching téi xem dw liéu thoi cling dworc.”

Mayo nhan ra 4nh mét cfia vién canh st da thay d6i khi nghe Takeshi n6i
vay.

“Khong, chuyén do thi...”

“Khong dwgc chir gi? Thé thi ching toi cling khong dong y.”

“Anh dwng néi chuyén vo ly nhw vdy. P4y la chuyén quan trong, mot
minh t6i khong th€ quyét dinh dworc.”



“Nghia la cau ¢an xin phép cap trén ch gi? Cau & bd phan nao? C6 phai
thudc phong canh sat phu trach dia phan nay khong?”

“Khong, chiing t6i dén tw tru s& canh sat tinh.”

“Vay quan 1y tryc ti€p cha ciu la thanh tra Kogure a? Pwgc roi,” Takeshi
lia 4nh mét sang ngang, chi tay vdo mdt vién cinh sit khic ndy gio dang
theo ddi dién bién sy viéc. “Cau kia, ciu tén gi?”

“T6i 47” Dot nhién bi so’ gdy, vién canh sat khong khoi bdi roi.

“Phai. Tén cau la gi?”

“Toi1 1a Maeda...”

“R01, cu Maeda, ciu goi dién cho thanh tra Kogure di. Khi nao anh ta
nha’c mdy thi chuyén cho t6i. Toi sé tryc ti€p ndi chuyén.”

“Ha, ngay bay gio w?”

“Ngay bay gio.”

Maeda nhin mdt vién canh sat kia nhw d€ cho doi chi thi. C6 vé nguoi
nay la dan anh cta ciu ta. Tay dan anh léng lang gt dau.

Maeda bén bam s

Takeshi nhin Mayo, doan chia tdi gidy dang cam trén tay ra, y ching
mudn bao cd cam 13Yy.

“... A, toi Maeda day... A, chuyén vé sG tang 4y a, gia dinh nan nhan
khong chiu cho chung ta mwon... Khong a, ho khong cho xem ciing khong
cho copy... Ho bdo n€u mudn xem thi doi lai phai cho ho xem dién thoai
ctia nan nhan... Pién thoai 2y a... Cua nan nhan... Vang, tom lai l1a ho ra
diéu kién trao doi a. Ho dang mudn ndi chuyén tryc ti€p véi doi tredng.”

Takeshi 1ién ti€n d&n gan chd Maeda, nhanh nhau giat phét dién thoai tr
tay cAu ta. Poan chd &y 4dp dién thoai 1én tai, quay ngodt nguwdi, xoay lung
lai v&ri ddm canh sét.

Khong hiéu sao Takeshi im ling mot lic r'oi méi néi bang cdi giong bd
ba: “Alo, la t6i day. Anh quén r6i sao? T6i la em trai cia Kamio Eiichi...
Anh héi tai sao &y a, dwong nhién la vi tdéi nghi néi chuyén thgmg voi anh
s€ nhanh hon roi. Té6i da nghe cdp dwdi ciia anh ndi roéi, cic anh khong
chiu cho ching t6i xem dién thoai ctia anh t6i, vAy ma lai doi chiing tdi phai
cung cap thong tin cho cac anh a, mat day thi cling phai ¢6 mirc d6 chi.
R&t cude cdc anh dinh thé nao day?”



Ciing gi6éng nhw ldc gidm dinh hién treong, ngay ca khi d6i phwong la
thanh tra d&n tr s& canh sat tinh thi Takeshi vaAn ctr tudn mot trang nhing
loi 1€ xa'c xwore ma chéng may may s¢ sét. Khong bié€t 6ng chu nay 187y sy
tw tin, khong so troii khong s da't d6 & dau ra nira.

Mayo dirng nhin Takeshi, trong dau cr nghi vé nhirng chuyén doé, thé roéi
cO bong giat minh. Mic du Takeshi dang dp dién thoai Ién tai trdi d€ néi
chuyén nhwng tay phai ciing lai cam dién thoai va dang thao tac gi ddy. Tuy
Takeshi gidu dién thoai bén trong 4o khodc, nhung ding & vi tri chinh dién,
Mayo c¢6 the€ nhin thad’y hét.

Khong nhtrng thé’, xem ra dién thoai ma Takeshi dung d¢€ goi dién la cua
chi &y, con chiéc dang thao tdc bang tay phdi mé&i la cia Maeda.

Tém lai, sau khi cwdp dién thoai tir tay Maeda, Takeshi da tit mdy roi
nhanh tay 18’y dién thoai ctia minh ra, goi lai cho Kogure. Vi 1€ d6 nén mé&i
c6 khoang im lang ky la kia. Chu &y nhanh tay va khéo 1éo qua the. Pa th¢,
mac du dang ding ngay gan nhw thé’ nay ma Mayo cling khong may may
nhan ra viéc trao doi dién thoai. C6 1€ ma’y vién canh sat cling vay.

Cudc goi ctia Takeshi van dang tiép dién.

“Thoi danh vay. Néu anh da néi dé€n thé” thi t6i s€ n€ mat anh. T6i sé thoi
khong doi xem dw liéu trong di€n thoai nira. Poi lai td6i muén anh cho t6i
bi€t mot chuyén. Hom thir By anh trai t6i da di ddu? Néu anh chju ndi ra
thi t6i s€ cho anh photocopy s0 tang... Anh dung cé vo vit. Cac anh chi ¢én
diéu tra lich st thong tin vi tri trén dién thoai la ra ngay thoéi... D€ lam gi 4,
chuyén d6 méic m& gi d&n anh. Sao nao? T6i thi kiéu gi cling dwoc hét.”

Dién thoai Mayo bdng rung 1én trong tdi. C6 18y ra xem thit, thi'y c6 thuw
dién t& dén. Nhin thdy tén ngwoi gi, Mayo nhw chét lang. P6 chinh 1a
Maeda. Xem ra Takeshi da tw tién giri email tir dién thoai cia Maeda.

“Khach san Tokyo Kingdom? Chéc khong day?... Lic may gio?... Sau
da’y thi sao?... T6i hi€u roéi... Pung Tam twdng veé toi, téi s€ gite ding loi
hira. Cho ¢6 danh dong tdi v&i cac nguoi,” Takeshi cip mdy, xoay nguoi
vé phia ddm céanh sat. “T6i da thda thuin voi cdp trén cha cdc ciu roi.
Mayo, cho ho mwon sO tang di. Cam on cdu, canh sat Maeda,” Takeshi tra
chiéc dién thoai dang dp trén tai bang tay trdi cho vién canh sét tré.

Mayo hoan toan khong bi€t Takeshi da danh trdo dién thoai tw tay phai
sang tay trdi vao ldc nao va chu &y da cat dién thoai cia minh vao tdi ty



bao gio.



Hinh anh dang trinh chi€u trén man hinh mdy tinh bang la khung canh buoi
ti€p don hom nay. Poan ngwoi dé€n viéng x&€p thanh hang, ding cich nhau
mdt khodng nha't dinh, Tan lwot ti€n dé€n quay ti€p don, chao hdéi Momoko
r'oi dat thé tén va phong bi phing vao khay. Pirng ngay canh 12 may nguwoi
dan 6ng mic tang phuc, quan bang tay, theo losi Takeshi thi td't ca bon ho
déu 1a canh sat chir khong phai nhin vién cta cong ty mai tang.

“Chau d€ y dén cw chi cua tay nay di. Chau khong thdy cé gi mat ty
nhién a?” Takeshi 18’y dau dia chi vao ngwoi dan 6ng dirng canh Momoko.

Mayo chdm chd nhin ngwoi dan 6ng d6. Nhung c6 chi thd'y anh ta dirng
yén mot chd, khong c¢é ct chi gi dic biét dang ngo.

“Chau thdy... binh thwong ma.”

Takeshi 1i€n cong moi ra chi€u khong hai long.

“Con bé nay chaamg c6 mit quan sit gi ca. Nhin cho kj vdo. Mdi T4n
khach viéng dirng tredc mat, ciu ta s€ cing Momoko cidi dau xudng. Ngay
sau do, tay trdi cau ta sé so 1én ca vat. Kia kia, lai so’ ca vat nira kia.”

Mayo gi sdt mdt vao man hinh.

“Chu noi ciing dung. Anh ta dang lam gi vay?”

“Chup anh day.”

“Sao co’?” Mayo tron xoe mit.

“Tai sao cénh sit lai ding & ban ti€p dén cing Momoko? Ly do chi ¢6
mot, ddy 1a vi ho mudn chup anh chinh di€n chan dung cta tat cd khéch
khira d@&n vieng. C6 the ciu ta dd gin camera quay trom trén ci vat, vo nhuw
da’y 1a kep ca vat. C4u ta ¢cAm nut chyp diéu khién tw xa trén tay phai, ngay
khi khach ding tred’c mit, ciu ta s€ bAm nit. Viéc cu ta dwa tay trdi so’ ca
vat 1a d€ c& dinh camera. Vi n€u camera bi rung thi hinh dnh s€ bi nhoe.”

Nghe Takeshi n6i, Mayo khong khdi phan nd: “That qua quéit.”



“Khong chi khong xin phép khach khira ma ho con ty tién lam vy ma
khong thém bdo trede véi ching ta. Pay goi 1a chup trdm con gi. La hanh
vi pham phap daYy.”

“Chinh xéc 1a chup trdom, nhwng bon ho khong c¢6 mot ti y thire tdi 10i
nao dau. Ho twdng d€ phuc vu cong tic di€u tra thi muén lam gi cling
dwoe. Nhirng ma sao nao? Do anh hwdng cua dich Corona nén hau nhw tat
cd khach dén viéng déu deo khau trang. P& ho nim dworc chinh x4c mit
mili nguoi ta day. That dang doi. Nay, chuan bj dén roi. Pung c6 roi mét
khoi man hinh.”

“Chuan bj?”

“Chdu citr xem di thi biét,” Takeshi gdp miéng tring rdn bd vao mom,
mét van nhin man hinh.

Hai nguoi dang ng'di & phong doi bén canh hdi treong tang 1€. Ho vira
an com hop dat nguwoi ta mang dén tin noi, viea ban bac k& hoach tac
chién, sau khi bén canh sat da lui vé hét. Lic nay hai chi chdu dang xem
doan video canh ti€p dén ma Takeshi da yéu cau Nogi quay lai.

Man hinh phat d&€n doan Kashiwagi dirng triedc ban ti€p don. Ciing nhw
nhtrng vi khach khac, cdu ta cii chao Momoko, ddt thé tén va phong bi vao
khay roi di khoi. Ngwoi dan 6ng ding canh Momoko van thwong xuyén
dwa tay so’ ca vat, con nhirng vién canh séat khac thi khéng c6 ¢ chi gi dic
biét dang chu y.

Sau d6, dén lwgt Haraguchi ding day, cdi dau tred'c Momoko. Cau ta dat
thé tén vao khay va dang dinh ti€p theo s€ d€ phong bi vao do6.

“Chinh 1a lic nay,” Takeshi tam dwng doan video lai, chi tay vao man
hinh.

Ngoén tay &y dang chi vao nguoi dan 6ng dieng ngay canh chiéc khay.
Mic di ngwoi ndy dang deo khau trang, song Mayo van nhin ra do 1a ai.
D6 chinh 1a vién canh sat tré tudi c¢6 tén Maeda ma khi ndy vira moi goi
dién cho Kogure theo ménh 1&€nh cua Takeshi.

“Hay de’'y dén tay trai cua cdu ta,” Takeshi ndi roi cho video chay ti€p.

Pung nhw Takeshi néi, tay trdi cia Maeda dang ct¢ ddong. Anh ta dwa tay
ra sau tai ra chi€u dang chinh lai khau trang, sau d6 lai budng tay xudng.

“Puorc chwra nao, nhd nhin ky cac dong tac cia Maeda da’y.” Takeshi néi,
roi tua nhanh doan video. Mayo bén ciing mét ra, chiim chi theo doi Maeda
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trén man hinh. Thé ro6i, anh ta lai ti€p tuc ct ddng tay trai gidng khi nay.
Takeshi ding doan video. Nguwoi dang dirng triede ban ti€p don cling 1a mot
nhin vat ma Mayo bi€t r0.

“La Makihara...”

“Cau ta cling la ban cung khéa v&i chau ha?”

“Vang, cau ta dang lam & mdt ngan hang dia phwong.”

“Ngan hang a?” Takeshi vira 1dm bam, vwa ti€p tuc tua nhanh doan
video.

O céc doan sau d6, Maeda cling ¢6 vai l'an 1ap lai dong tac twong tuw.

“Tay trai cua canh sat Maeda c6 gi d@'y mo’ am chi nhi?”

“Chtr con gi? Di nhién, nhirng déng tac d6 cda ciu ta déu cd y nghia ca.
Puoc roi, gio chid s€ tua lai doan truede,” Takeshi cho video ding & doan
ngay trede khi Haraguchi dit thé tén vao khay. “L'4n nay chau hay nhin vao
tay phai cia Maeda. Chau bi€t cdu ta dang cam thir gi khdng?”’

Mayo nhin chim chim man hinh. Tay phai ciu ta dang d€ trudc thit
leng.

“Hinh nhw la dién thoai thi phai? C6 phai anh ta dang nhin man hinh dién
thoai khong chu?”

“Chinh xéc.”

“Anh ta nhin gi vay?”

“Theo chdu la gi?”

“Chéau khong bi€t. Chi n6i di.”

Takeshi 1ién nhan nhé. “Chau thi ty minh suy nghi mét chiit xem nao.”

“Nhwng héi chd ch?ing nhanh hon a? Chi dung td vé nghiém trong nira,
noi cho chau di ma.”

Takeshi ben chép miéng.

“Chdu ctt lwdi suy nghi nhwr thé" 13 chéng bi sa sit tri tué 1dm day. Nghe
nay, s& di Maeda xem dién thoai 1a b&i trén d6 hi€n thi mot danh sach ho
tén.”

“Danh sach? Danh sach gi co'?”

“Puwong nhién 12 danh sach ké tinh nghi roi. Moi khi khach viéng dit thé
t€n vao khay, Maeda s€ nhanh chéng d6i chi€u, n€u tén trén thé cé trong



danh sach cua c4u ta thi tay trdi ciu ta s€ so’ 1én tai. Ttirc 1a d€ ra da'u. Nhin
thay dong tac d6, dam canh sat lang vang xung quanh s€ hanh dong.”

“Hanh dong gi co'?”

“Chéu nghi bon ho tra tron vao 1€ canh linh clru va 1& dwa tang d€ 1am gi?
Pau phai chi d€ chup anh. Muc dich la d€ quan sat dong thdi ctia nhirng
nhan vat ding chi ¥ khi ho xu#t hién. Xem ra mdi khi Maeda phat tin hiéu
bang tay trai thi dong thoi cdu ta ciing ding dién thoai trén tay phai d&€ nhin
cho d6ng ddi bit d6 1a nhan vt nao trong danh sach. Chic chén sau thoi
di€ém nay, Haraguchi s& bj ti't ci nhitng diéu tra vién dang ndm ving theo
d6i nha't ¢ nha't dong.”

“Khoan da,” Mayo gio tay 1€n. “Cai danh sach ké tinh nghi &y 1a nhw thé’
nao a? Ho dwa vao dau ma 13p ra dwoc danh sach d6? Chau dam ca la viéc
diéu tra chwra tié€n tri€n dwgc dé€n mirc day.”

“V&i mot dira nhw chau thi cau hodi nay hay ddy. Phai, ding nhw chéu
ndi, canh sat khong c6 manh mdi nao dang k€. Nhwng mot danh sach g6m
nhirng ngwoi ma gan day bo” chau co lién lac thi ho 1ap dwoc.”

“La sao? Chau chaalng hi€u mo té gi ca.”

“Sao chau lai khong hi€u?” Giong Takeshi chira dwng cd sy buc boi.
“Thir gi ma sudt ti sdng d&n gid chd mudn 14y cho bing dwgc? Chi con
nho cd chau d&’y thoi. Khi nay chi cling phai thwong lwong véi Kogure.
Mic du anh ta da tw chdi.”

Nghe Takeshi néi vay, Mayo li€én doan ra. “L€& nao la dién thoai cua b
chau?”

“Cudi cung chau cling hi€u roi ha? Ping vay. Dién thoai di dong chinh
la kho tang di liéu thé€ hién cdc mdi quan hé ctia nguoi d6. Mail, SMS, lich
st nghe goi... Gan day b6 chau lién lac voi ai, ta't ca déu dwoe ghi lai. Gia
str hung thd trong vu an T4n nay 1a ngwoi quen ctia bd chau thi nhiéu kha
nang té€n clia hén van con lwu lai trong dién thoai. Ngoai ra, lich st cudc goi
trén dién thoai c& dinh ciing vdy. Chic chin phia cinh sit da 1ap ra mot
danh sich. Chd mudn bang cdch nao d6 c6 dwoc danh sach &y. Va diéu chi
nghi d€n chinh la quay lai canh ti&p dén.”

“Nghia la sao a?”

“T&i ddy, canh sdt &t hin s& ti€p can tirng ngwdi trong danh sdch dé. C6
diéu, trede khi 1am vay, chic chin ho s& mudn thu thip cang nhiéu thong



tin lién quan dén ngwdi d6 cang tot. O di€ém nay, c¢6 the néi 1& canh linh ciru
va I€ dua tang 1a co hoi 1y twdng d€ ho c6 dwoc nhirng thong tin 4y. Chinh
vi th&, chii dodn chéc trong s& cdc diéu tra vién ndm ving nhat dinh s& ¢
ngwoi phu trach viéc ki€m tra ho tén ctia khach viéng & ban ti€p don. Cha
cling dy doan nguoi d6 khong chi ki€m tra ma ngay khi nhan vat 8y xudt
hién, ciu ta s€ ra &m hiéu cho céac diéu tra vién khac. B&i vay, ngay sau khi
1 canh linh cttu két thiic, viéc treedre tién chid 1am 13 xem doan video nay dé&
tim hi€u xem ai 1a ngwoi phu trach ki€m tra khach vi€ng. Va chud nhén ra
dwong nhw d6 chinh 1a cau diéu tra vién tré tudi c¢6 vé la linh quén nay.”
Takeshi chi tay vao Maeda trén man hinh. “Chu ciing bi€t luén 1a c6 mot
danh sach hién thi trén chi€c dié€n thoai ma ciu ta cam bén tay phai.”

“Thé& nén chi m&i cd gan 18y trom dién thoai cia anh ta ding khong?
Viéc chi khong bang 1ong cho ho xem thé tén ciing 14 mot vé kich day tinh
nghé thuit nhim muc dich d6 nhi?”

“Co 1€ dién thoai cua nhirng tay canh sat khac ciing Iwu danh sach do,
nhwng xem chwng dién thoai ctia cdu ta la chdc dn nhat. Va lai da’y khong
goi la dn trom. Chu chi xem théi ma. Chid mwon dang hoang va ciing tra lai
dang hoang.”

“Chu cha ty ti€n thao tac con gi?”

“P&n nwdc nay roi, dirng c6 néi may ciu citng nhic d6 nira. Ma, chi da
gtti tin nhin cho chdu r6i day. Chau xem chuwa?”

“A, ding ro6i.”

Mayo ki€m tra dién thoai. Lic m¢ email cé d€ tén ngwoi g 1a Maeda
ra, qua nhién c6 thay hién thi mdt danh sach dai. C6 khoang hai muoi cai
tén, trong d6 Haraguchi Kouhei x&p dau tién. Mayo néi diéu d6 voi
Takeshi.

“Cau ta mudn lién lac v&i bd chdu nén da goi hét cudc nay dén cudc
khac, xem ra vi thé€ ma tén cau ta ding dau danh sach lich si nghe goi.
Ngoai ra con cdi tén nao chéau thd’y quen ntra khong?”

“Vang, ¢ a. Qua nhién la c6 t€n cia Makihara. R'6i con tén cia Momoko
nita. Chic cic cdu &y goi cho bd chau vé viéc chuan bi cho budi hop 16p.
Tén cua Sugishita c¢6 trong danh sadch nay xem ra cling vi 1€ d6.”

“Céi tén Sugishita an dau ti€n xua't hi€n da’y nhi? Cau ta ciing hoc cung
khéa voi chau a?”



“Vang, hién ciu ta dang di€u hanh mét cong ty IT & Tokyo.”

Mayo ciing k€& cho Takeshi nghe chuyén gan day Sugishita da vé qué d¢
tranh Corona cling nhw chuyén biét danh cua céu ta la Sugishita Xudt
Chiing.

“Momoko k€ v&i chdu 1a ciu ta da xud't hién trong budi hop ban vé vu
hop 16p, vO nguc xung oai vé chuyén minh dang thanh dat & Tokyo. Vi thé’
chau nghi ra't ¢6 kha nang cau ta da tryc ti€p goi dién cho bd chau d€ huénh
hoang v€ ban than.”

“Ra vay. Trong 1&p bao gior cling ¢c6 mot, hai dira hoc gidi ma thich ra vé
ta day nhw thé".”

“Thi @6, vy nén ciu ta m&i c6 biét danh 1a Sugishita Xudt Chiing. Hom
nay cau ta khong dén, c6 khi ngay mai sé dén. On that... A, cd ca tén cna
Kokorika nay.”

“Kokorika c6 phdi 1a...”

“Kokonoe Ririka. Haraguchi chéng k€ cd ta lam viéc cho mdt dai ly
quang cdo nhung thyc cha't lai dang lam quan ly cho Kugimiya con gi? Bén
canh Kokorika con ¢6 tén cta Kugimiya ntra. D& chung bd chiu dwoc
Haraguchi nho va nén da goi cho hai ngwoi nay ciing nén.”

b6 1a chuyén Haraguchi mu6n xin phép Kugimiya cho minh st dung tén
S6’Khong Azuma clia nhan vat chinh trong tic pham Mé cung nhitng by ndo
do d€ dit cho loai rero'u qué méi ma ciu ta chuan bi tung ra.

“Hinh nhw ngoai ho ra khdng con cdi tén nao chdu bi€t ntra,” Mayo nhin
qua mot lwgt danh sach dwore viet trong email, noi.

Takeshi Iién chia cho ¢6 mdt to gid’y va mot chiéc but bi.

“Tén nao c6 trong nay thi chau tich vao cho chu.”

To gid'y ma Takeshi dwa cho Mayo 1a ban photocopy danh sach thé tén,
x&p theo thir ty tiep dén. Thé gdc dang nam trong tay canh sit. Theo 151
Takeshi thi c6 th€ ho dang nhim dén dau van tay dwoc lwu trén nhitng tAm
thé do.

Tat ca vua tron hai mwoi tAm thé. Trong d6 c6 ba cap vo chdong, suy ra
s6 Irot d&n viéng 1a hai mwoi ba. Mayo khong rd doi v&i 1€ canh linh ciru
ctia mot ngwoi tieng 1a gido vién cap hai thi con s& nay la nhiéu hay it.



Mayo vtra nhin danh sach, vwa tich vao to gidy. C6 sdu nguoi ca thay,
ngoai Haraguchi, Makihara va Momoko ra thi nhitng ngwoi con lai Mayo
déu khong biét.

Takeshi vira d6i chi€u voi tor gidy d6 vira xem lai tie ddu doan video.
Theo doi dong tdc clia Maeda, qua nhién cr moi [An mot nhan vat ndo d6
ma Mayo vura tich trong tor gid’y dit thé tén vao khay 1a Maeda lai gio tay
trai 1én. Theo ndi dung dwoc ghi trong muc Quan hé voi ngwoi qud cd’ trén
thé tén thi ba ngudi con lai d6 Man lwot 13 Pdng nghiép cit, Chii tich Uy ban
khu pho, Chii tiém cdt téc.

“Ong bic ma ghi 1a d6ng nghiép cii ndy, hinh nhw chdu tirng nghe bd
nhic d&n. Khong chirng d6 1a ngudi than véi bd chdu nhat h'oi bd con di
day. Ngoai ra, 6ng chi & ctra hiéu cit téc cling d&n duy nita nay. N6i mdi
nh¢&, bd’ chdu bao hai ngwoi da quen biét nhau sud't ba chuc nam nay.”

Mayo mdt ['4n nira nhan ra bd ¢d chi vira m&i bat dau tn hwdng tudi gia
nhan nha, nwong tira vao nhirng mdi quan hé xung quanh & mot thi trdn
nho bé.

“Vay l1a hdm nay ching ta thu hoach dwoc ngéan ay. Lic nay gia k€ cé
thém chuit thoi gian thi chd da c6 the€ tim hi€u ky hon nhirng di li€u trong
dién thoai cua Maeda, nhwng chuyén dwoc danh sach d6 cho chau da la c¢6
hét sirc roi. Thoi danh vay,” Takeshi tit video trén mdy tinh bang, sau dé
bit dAu dn nSt chd com hop con lai.

Mayo ciing dwa diia gip miéng tom chién, song c6 da ding tay truede khi
dwa lén miéng.

“N6i m&i nhé, lic ddy chd da do hai thanh tra Kogure vé hanh tung ctia
b6’ chau hom thir Bay nhi?”

Takeshi vira do'c lon bia vao miéng, vira git dau.

“Dua vao thong tin dinh vi trén dién thoai, ho xac minh dugc r?mg ding
6 gior chiéu, bd chau da t&i khach san Tokyo Kingdom. Chu tra tht thi
khach san d6 cach ga Tokyo khodng mwoi phit di bo. B& chau da ¢ d6 dén
khoang 8 gio, sau dd’y loanh quanh & gan ga Tokyo d6 ba mwoi phit roi
m&i 1én tau shinkansen vé nha. Ba muoi phit day chéc 12 thdi gian dn t6i,”
Takeshi chia 4nh mit ddy ham y vé phia Mayo. “Chdu con nhé bd chau da
an mon gi trong bwra t&i khong?”



“Ramen. C6 mdi thé&’, chdu phai nhéd chix. Chid dirng coi thwong chiau nhw
thé” dwoc khong? Ngwoi ta da tim thdy nhirng s¢ii mi trong da day cta bd
chau con gi?”

“Thirc dn da dworc tiéu hda khoang hai ti€ng sau khi an. Theo théng tin
dinh vi trén dién thoai thi b6 chdu vé d&n nha vao khoang 11 gio tdi thi
Bay. Xét vé mat thoi gian la truing khop. Va theo suy luan cfia chi thi bd'
chau da bi sat hai ngay khi vé dén nha.”

“B& chdu da bi gi€t vao khoang 11 gio t6i thir Bay... a?” Mayo budng
diia khoi mi€ng tom chién. C6 da 1o hinh dung trong dau canh twong lic
hung thu ra tay, thanh thit khong con mudn an nira.

“Vay la hoa giai dwgc bi an vEé trang phuc. P&€n mot khach san bac nhat
& Tokyo, néu 1a bd chau hin s@ khong do dy gi ma mac com-1€. Cho du do1
teong ma bd chédu gdp 1a ai di nwa.”

“Khong bi€t bo" chau da gap ai nhi?”

“Béit d4u tir 6 gio' chiéu thit By, ngdi gan hai tié€ng & mot khdch san
nam & trung tam thanh phd’... Gia st ddy 12 hanh dong cia mot nam nghé si
noi ti€ng thi ching ta chi ¢6 the twdng twong d€n mot chuyén.”

Ngay ca Mayo ciing hi€u Takeshi dang mudn néi t&i chuyén gi.

“Hen ho v&i phu nir 4? Nhwng chuyén d6 thi hoi kho tin a.”

“Quy k&t dwoe coi la dieu cam ky, nhwng thdi, vé di€m do thi chi cling
dong y v&i chdau. Khach san Tokyo .Kingdom khong c6 dich vu dat phong
ban ngay vao khung gio tir 6 d€n 8 gio’ tdi. N6i vE tién thué phong, ré nhat
cling phai 30.000 yén mot dém. Khoéng c6 1y gi mot ngwoi ti€t ki€ém nhw
ong anh chu lai lang phi ngéan &'y ti€n cho viéc Ién lit gdp go tinh nhan cd.”

Mayo lam bd mat swng sia, nhin Takeshi. “Vi nhttrng 1y do d6 ma chu
d6ng tinh v&i chau w?”

“Chéng ¢6 co’ s& gi d€ khing dinh bd chdu khong yéu xa ca. Tuy nhién,
vi nhitng 1y do chid vwra néu ra, tam thoi ching ta ¢6 th€ loai tree kha nang
b6" chau 1én it hen ho. Chd doan b6" chau da st dung phong cho ctia khach
san d6. D€ gap go mot ngwoi dang song & Tokyo.”

“PE& gidi quyét vu viéc ndy, chiing ta phai bing cdch nao d6 x4c dinh xem
ngwoi d6 1a ai chi nhi?”

Song, phan ng cia Takeshi trede cAu néi chia Mayo lai rat hoi hot. Ong
chi &y khé nghiéng d4u, gdp mot miéng sashimi.



“Chu,” Mayo goi. “Cht ¢6 nghe chdu n6i khong da’y?”

“Cé6, nhung chi khong dong y cho 14m.”

“Sao lai th&"a?”

Takeshi ben ddt diia xu6ng, nhin Mayo.

“Chuyén hém thr Bay bd chau 1én Tokyo d€ gap go ai do, chi khong
bdo 1a né hoan toan khéng quan trong nhwng cling khong dé&n mirc phai
di€u tra ro rang. Ly do 1a vi ngwoi d6 khong phai hung thi. C6 the ho lién
quan dén vu dn theo mdt cach nao da’y, nhwng ho khong phai la ngwoi truc
ti€p ra tay.”

“Phai vy khong nhi? Nhung ma sau khi roi khoi khdch san, chic gi bd
chdu da chia tay ngeoi d6. Bi€t dau hai ngwoi da cing an ramen, cling 1én
tau shinkansen voi nhau.”

“Y chau 12 ngwdi d6 dd theo bd' chau vé tan nha?”

“Dung vay.”

“Khong the' nao.”

“Tai sao a?”

“Ngay ca & mot thi trdn nhd bé nhw thé ndy, ngudi ta ciing 14p camera
gidm sét khip moi noi. K& ca nha ga ciing vdy. O thdi di€m hién tai, khong
th€ nao cé chuyén canh sat chwa ki€m tra nhirng doan bang ghi hinh d6
dworc. N&u bo chau di cuing ai d6 thi nha't dinh s€ bi camera ghi lai, canh sat
s€ phai cho chdu xem va hoi chdu c6 biét ngwoi d6 khong. Ho khong lam
vay la bdi khong cé doan video nao nhw the€’, vi vy bd chau chi c6 the di
mot minh.”

Takeshi chia 4nh mét lanh ling vé phia Mayo, chitng nhrr mudn hdi xem
cd da hi€u chwa.

“Th€’...” Mayo thap giong ndéi. “N&u chuyén bd chau gap ai & Tokyo
khong quan trong cho 14m, vy thi chuyén gi m&i quan trong.”

“Cht da n6i nhiéu I4n réi, theo suy ludn ctia chi thi chic chin hung thii
da nhan ldc khong c6 ai 1én vao nha d€ mai phuc. Tt 13, hin bigt chuyén
bd chdu s& di vang vao toi thir Bay.”

“A,” Mayo khé thot Ién. “Ra vay...”

“Ai 1a nguoi bi€t chuyén bd’ chau 1én Tokyo. D6 chinh 1a chia khéa quan
trong trong viéc phd an. Xem ra canh sit cling ¢6 cung suy nghi v&i chd.



No6i vy nhwng chau dung cé ba ai cling hdi da'y nhé. Ng6 nho lot dé€n tai
hung thi thi hin s& canh gidc. Phdi tim ma nhw khong tim &Yy.”

“Chau hiéu roéi.”

Mic di Takeshi c6 nhiéu di€m tiy tién song Mayo van budc phai nga mi
bai phuc tai suy luan cta chu 2.

Pang dinh nghi xem cé nhirng ai bi€t vé chuyén 1€n Tokyo ctia bd thi
Mayo chot vap phai mot thic méac hoan toan khac. “La that,” cd bat gidc
lam bam.

“Chuyén gi?”

“Sao bd’ chdu lai khong lién lac v&i chau nhi? Con gdi s6ng & Tokyo, 1€
thwong tinh n€u bd" chau 1én Tokyo s€ phai goi cho chau ch? Hom d6 1a
thr By, khong chirng bd" ¢6 the gdp chdu vao ca ban ngay. Néu mudn bd'
con ¢6 the' ngu lai qua d&m & nha chau co’ ma.”

“Ra la chuyén d6,” Takeshi gat gu. “Tw duy khong t€. Thi thodng chau
cling n6i dwore ma’y cau c6 ich day chi.”

“C0 phai thi thodang dau ma.”

“Ngay ca chd cling phai hét loi khen ngei chdu da’y. Du sao thi, cé vé
nhw ching ta cling can lwu y di€m d6.”

Mayo cam thay vui vi dwoc khen. Xem ra ¢6 da khong di chéch hudng.

Cam giac hoi théem an da quay tré lai, thé” 1a Mayo ti€p tuc dong dia.
Moén tdm chién tuy da ngudi nhung khong ngd van ra't ngon. D6 12 mén
khodi khau cua cd.

Takeshi ba’y gio dd dn xong sui't com hop, dang ng'di x&p bang va xem
gi d6 trén may tinh bang. Hinh nhw chi€c may tinh bang d6 ciling dwgc gwi
trong t @0 & nha ga.

“Ma chid nay, theo chd chdu nén tinh sao v&i chuyén cwdi xin? Khong
biet sdp t&i viec diéu tra sé ti€n trién nhu thé ndo, chdu dang phan van c6
nén t& chirc hon I€ theo ding k& hoach khong nira.”

Takeshi Ii€n ngang mat 1én. Song chi &y khong nhin vao Mayo ngay ma
lai thd 4nh mét trdi theo mdt huwdng khdc, mot lic sau méi quay lai phia
Mayo.

“Vay thi chdu hoan ddm cuwdi di.”



Mayo cam thay hoi nao ning treée ciu tra 1o qud dbi thang thin coa
Takeshi.

“Chu khong tra 101 bra day chix?”

“Y chd 1a chu khong can phai voi ma lam gi.”

“Pung that 1a lam vay s€ to6t hon a.”

“Anh ban d6 thi sao? Liéu c6 chiu cho’ chau khong?”

“Chau khong rd ntra. Chau dang dinh t6i nay sé néi chuyén v&i anh ay.
Nhung v&i tinh hinh ndy, chic anh 4y s& hi€u cho chau thdi ding khong?”

“Vay ha?” Takeshi lai nhin xudng mdy tinh bang.

Dién thoai Mayo bdng d& chudng. La Kenta goi. Mayo nghe mdy ngay
tirc thi, dau day bén kia thong bdo vira xudng dé€n nha ga va dang chuan bi
bét taxi t&i day. Mayo diin Kenta cin than r'di cip mdy.

“C6 vé nhw vi hon phu cua chau téi roi nhi?”

“Vang. Anh 4y bdo s& bit taxi t&i ddy, hay chi 1én ludn xe d6 d€ veé
Marumiya @i a?”

“Con bon chau thi sao?”

“Chau s€ & lai day cho ding nghia chu tang. C6 anh &y & bén, chau
khong thay s¢ nra.”

Von di can phong nay dwoce st dung véi muc dich nhw vdy. Chinh vi thé’
ma no duoce thi€t /ké’ theo ki€u truyén thdng, trong ti da s&n chiin gbi, ngoi
ra con c6 phong tam va nha v€ sinh. Ctra cling c6 khoa.

“Cau ta cling dw c 1€ dwra tang ngay mai a?”

“Ch4u khong 16, nhung chic anh &y s& tham dy a.”

L& dwa tang bit dau tir 10 gio sdng. Theo 1o Nogi thi mic di con tly
thudc vao sd lwong khiach dén vieng, song du ki€n s€ mat hon hai ti€ng
bao g6m ca I€ hda tang.

“Néu da vay thi f:hli cling chuan bi rit th6i. Con ca ngay mai ntra ma,”
Takeshi noi, doan bat dau stra soan.

“A, phai r'6i. Chud Takeshi, c6 chuyén nay hoi khé néi mot chit...” Mayo
kéo tdi xach lai gan, 187y tw trong d6 ra mot chi€c phong bi phing. D6 chinh
la phong bi Takeshi dwa cho co sdng nay. “Hinh nhw chu quén khong nhét
rudt hay sao ay.”

“Rudt,” Takeshi ddp lai bang céi giong lor dénh. “Y chéu 1a tién ha?”



“Vang, tién phiing &y,” Mayo 1ién mé& phong bi. “D4y niy, chiang cé gi
bén trong ca.”

Ban ndy Mayo da Am thdm ki€m tra va phat hién phong bi rong khong.

“Thi ding th& con gi,” Takeshi ddp than nhién. “B&i chi da trd tién
phung ro1.”

“Tra roi? Khi nao a?”

“Lic trwa &y. Chd da bat mi cho chdu médnh khée d€ nhin thdu chuyén
yéu meo va v€ dep ctia chau. Lic d6 chi chang bao s€ ti€t 16 cho chau thay
tién phung con gi. Chau quén roi sao?”

“Ha, chuyén do6 4?”

“Hay chdu dinh an hai I'an ti€n phing ctia chi? Mo’ di nhé.”

Mayo hét nhin chiéc phong bi lai nhin sang 6éng chid. C6 khdong nho ¢é
ltic nao minh da virt va virt vat chi€c tdi xach nay.

“Chu rut ra h'6i nao vay?”

“Cha, ldc nao nhi? N&u chdu chiu tra cho chd mot khoan thi chd c6 thé€
bat mi cho chau cling dwgrc.”

Mayo khong khoi sirng sd't. Cam gidc kinh ngac d&n ndi khong thdt nén
loi chinh 1a nhw nay diy. R6t cudc ngwoi dan 6ng nay cé nhan cach nhuw
thé’ nao? N€u gat tai suy ludn sang mot bén thi 6ng chu Takeshi nay chang
phai 1a mot ké qua toi t€ hay sao? Chang khac gi mot tén Iwva dao.

Song, cheamg budn d&€m xja dén tAm trang ctia Mayo, Takeshi vin gom
d6 dac, x4 giay roi noi, “Sao thé&? Ban trai chau chuan bi dén ro6i day.
Chau khong ra cdng dén a?” doan ra khdi phong trong nhdy mat.

Hai chi chdu ra d&n cOng chinh ding lic chi€c taxi viea d6 xich & do.
Mayo trong thd'y Kenta dang riit vi. Takeshi dirng ngay bén canh, song chéc
c6 cdy miéng Ong chd ay cling khong ndi ra nhirng cau dai loai nhw “khi
nao xudng xe chd s€ thanh todn mot th€ nén bay gio chau khéng cén tra
dau.”



Kenta bwdec xudng xe voi vé mét nghiém nghi, hai tay xach theo tidi du
lich va vali dung quéan 4o.

“Anh khong mét ch?”

“U, anh khong sao.”

Mayo nhin Takeshi. Chii &y dang bit chuyén v&i tai x& taxi. “Chd,” cd
1ién goi v&i tir ddng sau roi quay sang phia Kenta.

“Anh Kenta, day la chd Takeshi, em trai cia b6 em. Chu, day la anh
Nakajou Kenta, chong chwa cwdi cia chau daYy.”

“O, c4u ddy ha,” Takeshi tién dé&n tredc mit Kenta. “Toi da nghe Mayo
khoe nhing 1én. Con bé bao chau thuc sy 1a ngeoi bi€t quan tim, cham chi
va day nhiét huyét voi cong viéc.”

“Oi, chau khong dwoc nhw the’ dau a...” Kenta né mot nu cudi nguong
ngung, ra chiéu boi rdi.

“Chdu khong phai khiém ton. A, con nita. Chd nghe con bé k& chau 1a
ngwoi nhay cam, nhwng vao nhitng ldc quan trong thi chau lai ¢6 nhirng
hanh dong rat tdo bao. C6 ca mot cau chuyén twong treng cho sw Iiéu linh
d6 co. Xem nao, chuyén gi &y nhi? Chi nhé khéng Tam thi né lién quan
dén cong viéc,” Takeshi gi ngdn tay lén thai dwong, mat mii nhan nho ra
chiéu dang c& nho lai.

Mayo khong khéi s6c. Co hoan toan khdng cé ky rc gi vé viéc minh da
trng k& nhirng chuyén nhw vay.

Song, Kenta lai 1én tié€ng nhw the tinh co doan ra chuyén gi d6. “Néu lién
quan dén cong vi€c, co 1€ nao lai 1a chuyén d6 khong a?”

“Chéc th&",” Takeshi chi tay vao Kenta. “Ch4u néi thtr xem.”

“Anh Kenta,” Mayo vdi vang chen ngang. “Anh khong cén phai tra loi
dau.”

“Nhung...”

“Chi,” Mayo nhin sang Takeshi. “HOom nay chd da vat va nhiéu roi.
Ngay mai chu lai d€n gidp chdu nhé. Chic chd nga ngon,” Mayo néi li€n
thodng r'di cti gdp nguwdi xudng.

Trong phit chdc, Takeshi [am bo mat cau co, to y chezlng cO gi thu vi,
nhung r'o6i lai né mot nu cudi ngay tirc khic.



“Chdc chau ngd ngon. Vay nhé Kenta, nho chdu cham séc cho chau gai
chi nhé.”

“Chu ctr giao cho chdu. Chic chi ngt ngon a.” Hai ngwoi nhin theo
Takeshi 1€n xe, di khuat.

“Piing 1la mdt 6ng chd ddc nha't vd nhi em nhi,” Kenta néi. Giong anh
khong c6 vé gi 1a giéu cot, xem ra anh that 1ong nghi the’,

“P¢€ em dan tredc ludn nhé, anh ding nén day dwa véi chd Ay thi hon.”

“Sao lai th&”? Chu Ay ¢ v& vui nhon ma,” mét Kenta 4dnh 1én vé khé hiéu.

“Em da bao khong la khdng ma,” cam giac kiét qué bua vay 18y Mayo.
Tai sao ai ciing d& dang bj ltra gat bdi ngwoi dan 6ng chuyén bip bom dé
nhi? “Du sao thi anh cling khong nén lai gan chu ay.”

“Vay v? Hum...”

Kenta ngd y mudn thip nhang tredc nén Mayo dan anh vao hdi tredng.
DPitng trwede dng Eiichi bdy gio' dang ndm trong ¢b quan tai, Kenta chot
budng mot tiéng thd dai thuwon thuwot, doan chip tay khan.

“C6 nim mo’ con ciing khong ddm nghi moi chuyén s& thanh ra th& nay.
Con con dang mudn tdm sy v&i bac bi€t bao chuyén vé twong lai, vay
ma...” Kenta Iam bam day nudi ti€c.

Sau khi Kenta thdp nhang xong, hai ngu’d’i lién di sang phong cho. Mayo
thay sang b6 quan do ni ma c6 dd nhét sin trong tii tote. Trit dll’O’C cang
thang, d6ng thoi nhén ra ban than mét hon minh twdng, c6 bén nidm lin ra
chi¢u. Kenta nhe nhang nim d& 1én ngudi c6. Co the anh tda ra mot thix
mii thoang thoang khi€n 16 miii Mayo nh'on nhot. Co khong ghét bo gi thi
mui nay.

“Vat va cho em qua,” Kenta néi roi dait moéi minh lén mdi Mayo. Co
cling dép lai mot cach day tw nhién.

“B& me anh gtti 10 chia budn siau sic dén em. Ho thit sy hoi tigc vi
chua dwoe gdp b6 em Tdn nao. Ho con din anh tir nay vé sau phai hét long
che ch& cho em daYy.”

“Vang, anh gri 1ol cdAm on cia em toi hai bac nhé.”

Kenta qué & Tochigi. Mayo da gap b6" me anh hai an. B6™ anh la cong
nhan vién chirc con me & nha ndi tree. Ca hai déu ¢6 vé nghiém tic, Mayo
c6 cam giac ho dang ¢c6 mot cudc sdng on dinh. Khong bi€t ho sé cam thay



thé& nao khi bi€t vi hon thé cua con trai minh dang viedng vao mdt vu an
giét nguoi.

“Anh nay, chuyén cudi xin ctia ching minh... tinh sao bay gio’ nhi?”

Kenta thoang b6 r6i trede ciu hdi ciia Mayo.

“Chuyén d6 a?... Um, anh ciing dang nghi. Nhung chic anh van s& d¢
em quy€t dinh thoi. Em nghi bon minh nén lam thé nao?”

“Hirm...” Mayo am ¢ r'oi méi ti€p 1oi. “Néu bd” em ma't vi bénh tat hay
tai nan thi chi can qua hai thang em nghi cling khong phai lan tan gi nwra,
ddng nay bd em lai bi giét nén em thay ciing hoi khé. Ngd nhd phién toa
xét x&t hung tha bit dau ding vao dip hai dda minh t& chirc ddm cudi thi
sao?”

Kenta bén nghiéng dau, to ra kho sé&. “Thé thi... xem chwng ciing khé
nhi?”

“Cht sao nira. Trdi lai, néu chwa bit dwore hung thi thi em lai c6 cadm
gidc chwa phai lic d€ lam dam cwdi. Em cling khong thich bi ngwoi ta xi
X20 trén mang xa hdi ring vu 4n con chwa gidi quyét xong, khong hiéu tui
minh vui vé ndi gi.”

“Ciing phai. Vay chiing minh hoan dam cuw¢i hd em?”

“Em nghi nén nhw viy.”

“Anh hi€u r'6i. Ching minh c theo ddi tinh hinh m6t thoi gian, néu cén
thi s€ hoan dam cwdi em nhé.”

“Em xin 16i.”

“Sao em lai phai xin 16i chi¥?” Kenta 6m ghi 14y Mayo.

Mayo ric dau vio nguc ban trai v nhdm mét lai. Bao suy nghi ct 1dn
vén trong d4u cd. CO hoan toan khong dodn biét dwgc md hdn don Ay sé di
vé dau. Du vay, trudc méit ¢d van mudn dwoc nhw hién tai.



Sdng hom sau, hai nguoi goi taxi d€ di ra phd. Ho vao mot quan ca phé lau
doi, dn sudt com budi sang. Mayo cam twdng da kha lau roi cd mai lai
udng ca phé.

Chot ¢6 nghe ti€ng chudng dién thoai phat ra tw chi€c tii xach d€ & ghé&’
bén. Mayo lién 187y dién thoai ra xem thtt, thd’y ngwoi goi dén 1a Takeshi. Co
bén bét mdy, néi: “Chau chao chd.”

“Chdu dang & cung ban trai ha?” Takeshi ba't ngo hoi.

“Vang.”

“Hai dra dang lam gi th&?”

“Bon chdu dang & quén ca phé, hai dira vira an sdang xong va dang chuan
bi quay lai nha tang 1€ ddy a. C6 chuyén gi ha chid?”

“C6 chuyén nay chu dang mudn xac nhan lai. Khong bi€t ciu Kenta cé
theé hop tac dwgrc khdong nhi?”

“Hop tac? Y chi 12 nhé anh &Yy phu gitip trong 18 dwa tang a?” Mayo nhin
Kenta by gior dang ng'di ghé” ddi dién. Anh ciing nhin lai cd, khé nghiéng
dau.

“Khong phai th€". Chi dang mu6n héi liéu cu ta ¢6 the phdi hop voi chd
ch4au minh 1am sdng td chan twdng sy viec hay khong. T61 qua chic chdu
cling k€ cho ciu ta nghe vé vu an r'oi chk?”

“A, chuyén d6...” Mayo roi mét khéi Kenta, chuyén sang nhin ra bén
ngoai ctra sO. “Chdu chwa néi gi may. Va lai chdu cling mét nén di ngu
ludn.”

“Vay a? Thé chau dinh thé& nao? Tuy thudc vao cau tra loi cia chau ma
ching ta s€ phai thay doi cach hanh ddng trong ngay hom nay, vi th& chu
mudn chau lam ro vi€c d6. Chu thi thé" nao cling dwore.”

“Chau khong mudn anh &y phai can dg qua nhiéu...”

“Chu hi€u roéi. Vay chu ciling s€ xac dinh nhw thé”. Cau ta dang ng'6i ngay
canh chau dung khong?”



“Vang...”

“Ng'6i bén ngoai nghe nhirng trao d6i nay gio’ ctia hai chd chdu, chi cam
doan cdu ta cing ngo’ ngo dwoee 1a dang néi dé€n minh. Sau khi cip may, the’
nao ciu ta ciling hdi chdu xem ¢6 chuyén gi. Chdu ma tra 1o khong khéo chi
lam c4u ta nghi ngo’ thém. Chau hay dép lai theo 1o chi dan day nay,” sau
khi rao tredc nhw vay, Takeshi 1ién cho Mayo 1o khuyén vé viéc ¢6 nén doi
d4p véi Kenta nhw thé ndo. Lo khuyén &y ndm ngoai dy tinh cda c6. Song
n6 ra’t ngin gon va day strc thuyét phuc. “Chdu hiéu roi,” co6 ddp, doan cip
may.

“Chi em goi a?” Kenta hai.

“Vang.”

“Hinh nhw hai ngeoi vira néi gi d6 vé anh thi phai. Gi ma ‘Chau chua k€&
gi may,’ roi thi ‘Chau khong mudn anh &y phai can dy qua nhiéu.” Lam anh
t0 mo qua di mat.”

Kenta phan rng ding nhu Takeshi dy doén.

“Chu 2y hdi xem em da ban bac v&i anh vé mdt chuyén nay hay chuwa,
chi khong hin 12 ni vé anh dau.”

“Chuyén nay?”

Mayo im ling mot ldc trede khi trd 1oi. “Chuyén thwra k& Nén x& 1y thé’
nao voi tai san ma bé em dé€'lai.”

“A...” miéng Kenta hoi ha ra nhw the bj ba't ngo tot do.

“Tuy chwa d&€n mirc goi la tai san nhwng bd ¢6 d€'lai it nhiéu, xem chwng
cing 14m chuyén phién todi vi con dinh ddng d&n ho hang ma. Em c6 ban
v&i chd chuyén d6 nén lic ndy chd hdi xem em da thi néi chuyén véi anh
chwa. Em trd 1oi 1a ching minh van chwa lam ddm cwdi, va lai em ciing
khéng mu6n anh phéi viedng vao ma’y chuyén tién nong.”

“Thi ra la chuyén d6 a. Ciing khé néi nhi,” Kenta bén nd mdt nu cuoi
grong g20. “Anh ma xen vao chuyén tii san ctia nha em thi chic chin 13 ky
qudc roi.”

“Thi d&y! Th& nén em mdi bao chd la théi, chuyén nay két thic & day,”
Mayo nhin d6ng h'6 deo tay. “Minh chuan bj di thoi anh.”

“U.” Kenta n6i, doan ¢Am 14y t& héa don va dirng diy. Hoan toan khong
cé vé gi la anh dang nghi ngo'. Chirng t6 1oi khuyén cua Takeshi that xac
ddng. V& mit nhan cdch, Mayo van ddnh gid Takeshi 12 mot ké bip bom,



song mot Tan nira ¢c6 budc phai than phuc tai x& tri xué't than cta ong chu
nay.

Liic Mayo quay tré lai nha tang 1&, nhan vién clia cong ty mai tdng da dén
va dang stra soan hoi treong. Trong thdy Mayo va Kenta, Nogi 1ién chay
dén chao hoi va xac nhén lai ludng cong viéc hom nay. N6i vdy nhung xem
ra phan I6n cdng viéc déu gidng 1€ canh linh ctru hdm qua. Khic ching 1a
c6 thém khau hda tang, nhwng dy kié€n chi c6 Mayo, Takeshi va Kenta chirng
ki€n canh do6.

“Ngoai ra, lic ndy chi cd c6 lién lac voi toi, bdo 1a hom nay khong can
quay canh ti€p doén ntra, c6 ding khong a?”

“Vang, cr lam vay di. Cam on anh.”

Thé dwoe danh sach tw dién thoai cia diéu tra vién Maeda, xem ra
Takeshi da dat dwgrc muc dich.

Mot lic sau, Momoko ciling xud't hién. Nghe Mayo gidi thiéu vé Kenta,
nét mat c6 &y lién tré nén day rang ro.

“Em ¢6 nghe Mayo k€ roi. Em xin...” vira n6i dén d6, Momoko bdng giat
minh, dwa tay che miéng. C6 1€ ¢6 &y dang dinh ndi ti€p la “chic mwng hai
ngwoi”.

“Khong sao dau,” dirng bén canh, Mayo 1ién mim cuwoi. “Cau ctr chic
phtic cho bon t¢& di.”

Momoko Iién nhan miii ra chiéu khé x, doan lai nhin sang phia Kenta,
cti dau néi: “Chic hai ngwoi ddu bac rang long.”

“Cam on em,” Kenta dép.

“Xin 16i cu nhé, Momoko. Hom nay lai bét cau phai ti&p khach gitip t&.”

“Cau dung d€y. TG cling chi ¢ thé gitp cAu mdi viéc nay thoi ma.”

“Khoéng bi€t hom nay l&¢p minh cé nhirng ai d€n nhi? Hinh nhuv bon
Kugimiya cling dang & qué ma.”

“T¢ da bao cho Kokorika r'oi. Cau 4y bao néu Katsuki thu x&p dworc thi
ho s€ tdi.”

“Katsuki? L€ nao chinh la Kugimiya? Kokorika goi cau &y nhw vay a?”

“Hinh nhw th&. Xem ra ciu 4y dang mudn giy an twong cho moi nguoi
tha’y 1a minh chi€m mdt vi tri dac biét doi voi Kugimiya. Trai lai, d6i voi
nhitng ngudi khac thi cdu &y nghiém khic 18m,” Momoko li€c nhin khip



xung quanh, doan ghé sat mat vao Mayo. “Ciu nghe gi chwa? Bon
Kashiwagi dang dinh vic day thi trdn nho Mé cung do day.”

“Té nghe Haraguchi néi roi. Cau &y bdo mudn thwong lwgng voi
Kugimiya thi phai thong qua Kokorika ding khong?”

“Pung thé¢. Nghe dau Kokorika da yéu cau bon Kashiwagi phai goi
Kugimiya la tién sinh d2y.”

“Ha, that a?”

“Cau ta bao mot khi néi chuyén cong viéc thi mong moi ngwoi tich biét
r0 rang.”

“Oi troi, nhiéu khé thé. Moi ngwdi ciing chiu nghe theo 2?7

“Hinh nhw tredc mat Kokorika thi moi ngwoi déu tuén thi. Té nghe néi
Kashiwagi bdo ring d€ vic day thi trin thi ching &y ciing chaalng la gi.
Ngwoi lam kinh doanh diing 1a khac biét that.”

“0i.”

Mayo khong khdi tron tron mét kinh ngac trede cdch song clia cic ban
cd. Co thAm thia ring & cai thi trdin nhd bé nay, bon ho cling dang phai
chi€n dau theo cich riéng ctia minh.

Lic ba ngwoi di ra ban ti€p don, Nogi 1ién néi: “Chiing t6i nhan dwgc
nhirng thi¢ nay,” roi dwa cho Mayo mot xap dién chia bu6n. DE ching c6
khoang hai mwoi biec. Mayo ludt qua, thd'y qua nira s& d6 1a ctia ho hang
thin thich. Ngoai ra con ¢6 nhiéu cdi tén xa la song ndi dung chd nao ciing
tha’y chwr “thay”, xem ra d€u 1a hoc tro cii cia b co.

“B& em dwore nhiéu ngwoi mén mo nhi? Anh ma nghe tin thay gido thoi
cAp hai, cAp ba qua doi chic cling khong nghi d&n chuyén giti dién chia
bu'dn dau,” Kenta néi bing giong day nghiém tic.

“Thay Kamio dic biét 1dm ma,” giong Momoko chan chita tinh cam.
“Mic du bon em ciing chuan bi hop 1op nhung néu ngwoi mat la mot thay
gido khdc thi nhitng dira cling khéa nhu tui em ciing khong tip trung & I8
canh linh ctru v&i 1€ dwa tang nhw the ndy dau.”

“Cha, hda ra ding la nhw vay a,” Kenta Iam bam ra chiéu xic dong.

“HOom qua 6ng xa Momoko cting dén dy da’y anh. Héa ra anh &y ciing 1a
hoc tro cii cia b’ em.”

Nghe Mayo néi, Kenta ngac nhién nhin Momoko. “O, vay u?”



“Em khong 16 cu the th€” nao nhwng hinh nhw thay Kamio da gidp do anh
2y ra't nhréu,” Momoko nhun vai ngai ngung.

“Ra vay.”

Kenta git g td y da hi€éu nhung r'6i dot nhi€n nét mat anh tré nén nghiém
nghi, anh 14’y dién thoai ra khdi tii trong clia by @0 tang, néi “Anh xin 16i
mot chiit,” r'di di ra chd khac. Hinh nhw ¢6 ngwoi goi dién cho anh.

“Anh 2y tuyét qua con gi?” Momoko thi tham. “Hai ngwoi khong s6ng
chung a?”

“Tai nha dra nao ciing chat.”

“Vay a? Tokyo ma lai.”

“Thi th&".”

Nghe dén Tokyo, Mayo chot nh¢ lai cudc tro chuyén véi Takeshi t67 hdm
qua.

“Ma nay, dao nay cdu c6 néi chuyén voi bd té khong? Qua dién thoai
chang han.”

“C6,” Momoko tra 1o ngay. “T¢ ¢ goi dién va con dén tdn nha chao hdi
thdy ntra. Vi t& ¢6 ma’y chuyén mudn noéi trede voi thdy vE budi hop 16p
ay.”

“Vay a. Khi nao th&?”

“Néu t& nho khong nham thi... hinh nhw 1a tht Tw tuan tredc nirea thi
phai,” Momoko néi roi dot nhién thd dai. “Trong thay vin khde manh 1dm.
Théay bao rat néng long dwoe gdp lai ddm hoc tro ¢l trong budi hop 16p.
Dic biét khi nghe t& néi sé td chirc 1€ twdng nhd cho Tsukumi, thay vui cure
ky, khen dd’y 1a mot y hay. Thay con bao né€u vay thi thdy cling mudn bat mi
voi moi ngwoi mot bi mat hay ho.”

“Chuyén bi mat? La nhw th& nao?”

Momoko ldc d4u vé ti€c nudi.

“T& cling hdi nhung thdy khong chiu néi. Thay bdo mudn gitr lam di€u
bat ngo trong ngay hom &y. Lic ddy thay con cwoi nhe mot dira tré tinh
nghich, nao ngo’ moi chuyén lai ra co’ sy nay...” Momoko 18y khan mui soa
ra khoi tdi, cham 1én khée mit.

“Ngoai ra bd t& con néi chuyén gi khac khong?”

“Ha?” Momoko bd khan mui soa ra. “Chuyén khac la chuyén gi?”



“B& t& khdng nhic gi d&n k& hoach sép t&i 4?7

“Sép t&i?” Momoko chau may td ¥ ngo vire. “Nghia 1a nhwr ndo?”

“Ch§ng han, ki€u nhw 13, bd t& sip stra 1én Tokyo gi d6.”

Bén than Mayo ciing bi€t dé la mot cau héi ky cuc. Nhirng lic nhw thé
nay, khong bi€t chd Takeshi s€ lam cach nao d€ moi dwgrc thong tin nhi?

“Tokyo,” Momoko 1am bam, nghiéng dau voi vé bdi roi. “Khong biét the”
nao nhi? T¢ khéng nghe dwgc chuyén d6. Sao thé?”

“Khong, khong ¢6 gi. Ciing ching phai chuyén to tat gi dau, cau dung d€
g

“Vay a?...” Momoko git d4u, nét mit van chuwa thong.

Kenta quay tré lai, mat may tiu nghiu.

“Mayo, anh xin 16i. P&ém nay anh khong & lai diy dwoc roi. Anh phai vé
Tokyo tredre budi t6i.”

“Vay a? C6 sy cd gi ha anh?”

“Khéng d&n mic d6, nhwng hinh nhw c6 sai s6t trong khau dat hang, xem
ra anh ¢in d&n tan chd khach hang d¢ gidi thich va xin 16i.”

“Thé thi gay qua con gi.”

Cho du hinh thiec 1am viéc tr xa ¢6 tré nén pho bi€n dé€n ma'’y thi viéc xin
101 khach hang cling khong the thyc hi€n qua man hinh mdy tinh dworc.

“Né&u can quay tré vE ngay bay gio thi anh ¢t vé di. Em khong sao dau.”

“Khong, khong,” Kenta xua tay, ceoi thi€u ndo. “Anh hen dén chd khich
hang lic 8 gio t6i. Anh s& & lai day cho dén khi 1€ dua tang két thic dau vao
day.”

“Vay a?”

“Anh ban biju qua nhi,” Momoko néi chen vao.

“T6i chi 1a bj cong ty boc 10t thoi.”

“Ong x4 Momoko ciing vat va 1dm anh a. Anh &y dang lam viéc & Kansai
th&” ma lai ca't cong dén tan day dw I€ canh linh ctru, xong xudi lai quay vé
ngay.”

“Tw Kansai 4? Phuc anh &y th&"”
that day.”

“C6 gi dau anh. Ma Mayo nay, chuyén luc nay ay...”

Kenta tron mit nhin Momoko. “Pdng n&



“Chuyén lac nay?”
“Thi cau cheatng héi t& 1a thay c6 nhic d&n chuyén 1én Tokyo khong con

N

gl.

“Clu nho ra gi a?”

“Hom d6 t& khdng nghe tryc tiép tir thay nhung t& nghi Sugishita c6 nhéc
t&i chuyén &y.”

“Sugishita 47" Mot cai tén ngoai du tinh. “Khi nao? Nhw thé nao co?”

“Thir Hai tuan trwde, lic bon té hop ban vé vu hop 1¢p. Nhirng ma xin 161
céu, t& khong nhé cu th€ thé nao.” Momoko gio' mdt tay xin 10i.

“Khong sao. La Sugishita nhi? T¢ hiéu roi. Cam on ciu. Ngoai ra c6
nhtrng ai tham gia budi hop ban d6 vay?”

“Xem nao, c6 t& v&i Sugishita Xud't Ching, ngoai ra con ¢6 Makihara va
Numakawa. My ban ntt thi lam gi c6 ai bd nha bod ctra d@'y ma di hop hanh
dwore. Va lai, cac ban 8y ciling s6ng xa qué ntra.”

“Con con cdi nra nhi?”

“Thi da'y.” Momoko git gu.

Sugishita Xui't Chiing 12 ngwdi ndm gitr chia khéa w. ..

C¢ 1€ day 1a mot manh mO1 quan trong. Mayo tham nghi.

“Chuyén gi vdy em?” Kenta hoi.

“Khdng ¢6 gi ddu. Anh dung ban tim.”

“Em néi th& cang 1am anh...” Vira néi d&n d6, 4anh mit Kenta 1ién hudng
ra sau lung Mayo.

“A, chédu chao chud.”

“Chuan bi xong chwa?”

Nghe giong néi &y Mayo bén ngoanh lai. Takeshi dang ding d6, van mic
bo tang phuc giong hom qua.

“Chao chi. Khau chuan bj hinh nhw cing hom hom r'6i a.”

Takeshi nhin mdt lwg't xung quanh. “Xem ra chwa c¢6 khach nao dén viéng
nhi?”

“Van con ba mwoi phiit nita méi bat dau ma chid.”

“Vay a,” Takeshi n6i doan li€c nhin dong h'é deo tay. “N€u vay, cho chu
muwon cau Kenta mot lic nhé.”



“Ha? Chu dinh lam gi?” Mayo chuan bj tinh than.

“Chu khong dinh an thit cau &y dau. Chu chi néi chuyén théi. Ma’y khi c6
dip th&' nay.”

“Nhung néi chuyén gi méi dwgc?”

“Puwong nhién 1a chuyén twong lai cia hai da r'oi. B6 chdu viea moi
mat, gio chau dau con b6 me ntra. Chau khong nghi viéc chi thay bé” me
chdu hoi han chdng sip cwrdi ciia chdu xem ciu Ay da s&n sang tim 1y chua
va long tin ctia ciu &y nhw thé nao 1a 1€ dwong nhién a?”

b6 1a mot cau ndi thdu tinh dat 1y nhwng khi dwore thdt ra toe miéng
Takeshi thi Mayo chi c6 thé thdy mo am.

“Co6 duoce khong, Kenta?”

“Vang, di nhién la dwoc a,” Kenta cang th?ing dap lai.

“Vay chd chdu minh di thoi... Mayo nh¢ dieng day ti€p don khach khira
va chao hoi cho phai phép nhé.”

Nghe cau d6, Mayo chot hi€u ra muc dich ctia Takeshi. Hai ngwoi da chdt
voi nhau 1a s€ khong cho Kenta bié€t chuyén ho dang dinh ty minh 1am sang
td chan twdng vu an. Thé nhwng, ho ¢6 rd't nhiéu thir mudén xac nhin doi
voi khach dén viéng. Chinh vi th€, trong thoi gian d6, Takeshi phai dwa
Kenta trdnh di chd khéc.

“Chau hi€u r'6i. Hai chd chau ctr thong tha nhé.”

Nhin theo béng lwng hai ngwoi dang khud't xa dan, Mayo khong khéi to
mo, khdng bi€t ho s€ ndi chuyén gi. V&i tinh cach cia Takeshi, thé nao 6ng
chu &y cling lai tiy hirng ba hoa khodac lac d€ hdi mé'm cho ma xem. Khong
bi€t Kenta s€ tra loi nhitng cau hdi &y nhw thé” nao. Mayo cam thdy tdm
trang that hdn don, vira mudn biét lai vira khong.

Diing lic d6, cé vai nguoi dan 6ng di vao tw cong chinh. Mayo syc tinh
song nhin than thdi bat on todt ra & ho, cd c6 th€ doan ra ngay ho khong
phai 1a khach d&n viéng. Ho chinh 13 nhitng diéu tra vién nim viing. Y nhuw
ring, ho phét 16 nhitng ky hiéu chi din 187 di dworc viét trén san, cit the tieh
théng d&n chd Nogi.

Vi khdch xuit hién dau tién 1a mot ngwoi phu nit ¢6 tudi. Dé chirng ngoai
50. Dang ngwdi thadp, mdi téc ngdn nom rd't hop. Mayo thd’y khudn miit
ngudi phu nit khd nhd nhin nhung hinh nhw khong phdi chi vi ngwoi d6
dang deo khau trang.



Ngwoi phu nit di chuyén theo chi din, sau khi dién thong tin vao thé tén,
ngwoi d6 ben ti€n dén ban ti€p don, doan cii dau tredc Momoko by gio
da dirng cho sdn & vi tri quy dinh roi dit thé tén va phong bi vao khay. Ciing
giong nhr hdm qua, canh sat Maeda ding bén canh Momoko, tay phai ¢cam
dién thoai, nhwng tay trdi clia anh ta khong cir dong. Xem ra tén cta nguoi
phu ntr nay khdng cé trong danh sich.

Ngwoi phu nit néi gi d6 véri Monoko. Thé roi Momoko 1ién dung tay trai
chi vé phia Mayo. Ngwoi phu niv gt ddu, chdm rai di vé phia co.

“Chdu la con géi ctia thay Kamio ding khong? Hinh nhw tén chdu la
Mayo?”

“Vang a.”

Ngwoi phu nie bén thao khau trang ra, cii dau.

“C0 la me cta Tsukumi Naoya, tredc 1a hoc tro ctia thdy Kamio.”

Mayo hit mot hoi that sau. “Tsukumi...”

“Chéu con nhé Naoya khdng? Hbi dé chiu cé dé&n thim thing bé maYy
[an nhi?”

“Di nhién 1 chau nhé. A, néi vay thi chau da toeng gip co...” Ky e vé
viéc da teng gdp mdt ngwoi phu ni & phong bénh sdng ddy trong tim tri
Mayo mdt cach mo h'6.

“Chau nhé ra roi ha? Tuy rang bay gid c¢o da tré thanh mot ba ldo dich
thire roi,” ngwdi phu nit nheo mét cwrdi, doan deo lai khau trang.

“Pa 1au r'oi chau mdi dwoe gdp ¢6. Cam on ¢6 hom nay da lan 16i toi
day,” Mayo cui dau.

Ngwoi phu nit nhiu may td vé dau buon.

“Chuyén xady ra dot ngdt qua... Nghe tin thdy Kamio qua doi, c6 bang
hoang 14m. Khong nhitng thé... C6 con nghe ngwdi ta don bd chdu khong
phadi mat vi bénh tat hay tai nan.”

“Vang, hién canh sat dang di€u tra a,” Mayo thap giong.

Nguwdi phu nit khé 1ic dau.

“That khong th€ tin nGi. Mot thiy gido tuyét voi nhw the lai ra ndng ndi
nay... Thady Kamio that sy da dd1 xi& ra't tot voi Naoya. Thédy da khich 1€
thing bé cho d&n tin nhitng gidy phiit cudi ciing.”



“B& chdu ciing hay nhic d&n Tsukumi 14m a. Khong riéng gi h'di cdu ay
con khde, ma ngay ca sau khi cdu &y ma't roi.”

“Vay a? Mic du Naoya khong th€ td't nghi€p cAp hai, nhung ti tin ddy
1ong cd ra't biét on vi thing bé dd may mén gip dwoc thiy cd va ban be t5t.”

“Nghe dworc cAu nay, chic chin bd chdu s& vui 1dm. Chdu nghe néi hom
nay cé the’ Kugimiya cling dé€n day a.”

“Kugimiya a,” ngwoi phy nit mim cwoi. “Vay 14t nra ¢d ¢6 th€ chao hoi
thing bé r'oi. P&n tin biy gi Kugimiya van giti thiép chic mirng nim méi
cho c6 day.”

“Vay ha c6? Hai cau &y than nhau c6 nhi?”

“U,” me Tsukumi git d4u, néi khé: “Thé& nhé, c6 cAu mong vu viéc s&
som dwgc gidi quyét.”

Mayo lién dép, “Chédu cdm on cd,” va ctii dau mot Ian ntra.

Vwra nhin theo bong lwng ngwei phu nir dang roi di, Mayo vira trém nghi
phai ching v&i c6 4y, chuyén diu da xdy ra tor hon mwoi nim trwede nhung
van chua th€ tré thanh qud khi xa x0i.

Trong tong s6 khoang bdy mwoi hoc sinh hoc cung khéa véi Mayo,
Tsukumi Naoya la mdt cidu bé ndi bat ngay tor nhitng ngay mdi chin wot
chan rdo vao treong. Ma khong, c6 18 phai néi rang ciu Ay di ndi bat nhw
th&” twr treedre khi 1én cap hai. Ngay tw h'6i cAp mdt Naoya da noi ti€ng vi hoc
gidi, luon 1a ngwoi huing trong cac budi dai hoi the' duc the thao, da thé con
cé t6 cha't ctia nguoi 1anh dao. Tham chi né€u trong 1op ¢é dira nao chuan bi
bt nat ban thi nan nhan chi ¢An ndp sau lueng Naoya Ia coi nhw moi chuyén
da dwoc giai quyét.

Ngay ca sau khi 1én cAp hai, sir ndi bat clia Naoya van chaalng hé thay doi.
Maic du trong s6 cac ban cung 1op véi Mayo cling ¢6 nhitng dira 1a dai ca y
vao strc manh d€ 16i kéo ngwoi khac nhw Kashiwagi hay nhirng hoc sinh wu
td nhw Sugishita, song Naoya khong thudc ki€u ngwoi giong ho. Tinh ciu
chia ghét nhirng diéu vo ly, luén quan tdm d€ ba't ky ai trong ba't ky hoan
canh ndo ciing dwore ddi xir cong bing, d6i khi cau Ay con sin long d€ ban
than chju thiét ma chaalng hé quan ngai. C6 thé ndéi cdu ay la mot thu linh
thwe thu.

Ngay ca 6ng Eiichi bd’y gio’ vdn 1a chi nhiém khéa d6 cling trong doi rat
nhiéu & Naoya. Ong con néi 1&p minh c6 the trai qua nhitng ngay thang binh



yén, khong hon loan 12 nho Tsukumi da phét huy dwoc kha ning lanh dao
hi€m c6 ctia minh.

Chinh vi th& khi Tsukumi nga bénh, Mayo da khong thé tin ndi. Cau &y bi
bénh mdu tring. Piing 12 Tsukumi tirng td ra mét mdi trong gid the duc,
Mayo con néi v&i cac ban ring chuyén d6 that khong binh thuwdng, song that
khong ngo tinh trang ctia ciu ay lai nghiém trong dén vay.

Moi ngwoi trong 16p da cuing viét nhirng 101 chiic, cing gdp mot ngan con
hac gidy, cing dung video nhén nhii. Mayo chinh 13 ngudi dwoc giao nhiém
vu cung v&i Kugimiya Katsuki giao tin tay nhitng mén qua dé cho Tsukumi.
Ly do la vi Mayo than v&i Tsukumi nha't, nhweng Momoko cling da bi mat
ti€t 16 cho Mayo “diéu moi ngwoi thye sw nghi trong long”.

D6 1a vi hinh nhw Tsukumi da tham thwong trom nhéd Mayo, con Mayo
cling gidng nhw bao ban ntr khic, khong phai 1a khong thich Tsukumi, tém
lai hai ngwoi dang c6 tinh cdm véi nhau.

Nghe Momoko néi vdy, Mayo nhan ra minh dang dé birng mat. Ban than
cd cling phén nao cadm nhan dwoc. K€ to hom do, c6 da dé€n tham Tsukumi
may Tan. Thi thodng cd con gidi bay voi Tsukumi nhirng suy tw, trin tré cia
minh. Chfmg han nhw chuyén vi c6 bd' 1a thdy gido nén cd phai gitr y v&i cac
ban cung 1op. Biéu Mayo nghe dworc khi &y chinh 1a cau néi dé.

“La con gdi cia thdy Kamio thi sao nao? Cdu vdn la cdu thoi. Pirng bdn
tam dén nhigng loi noi tao lao ay. Nhw thé’chéng phdi ngoc lam sao?”

Khong lau sau khi 1én 1op 9, Mayo hay tin Tsukumi Naoya vura trit hoi
thd cudi cung. Co6 da cung cac ban d&n dy dam tang ctia Tsukumi. Rat
nhiéu ban ntr bat khéc. Ngay hom &y Mayo ¢6 khéc khdong nhi? Du da thi
nguoc dong ky trc song Mayo van khong tai nao nhd dwoec mot cich ro
rang.

Bong dang mot ngwoi khac di vao ti cong chinh da kéo Mayo quay tré vé
thue tai. D6 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng ¢6 madi téc dai, xodn nhe, deo kinh gong
den. Khau trang mau den, hin 12 vi anh ta y thitc dwoc rang minh dang di dw
dam tang.



Nguoi dan dng tién thang d&n chd Mayo. “Mayo 2, toi nghiép cho ciu

qua.

Mayo khong khoi giat minh khi dot nhién bi goi tén. Ga nay la ai nhi?

“Xin 10i, anh 12 ai vay?”

“A, phai r'oi,” ngwdi dan 6ng beén thdo khau trang mau den, d€ 16 khudn
mit nhd nhin. Mayo ngo' ngo' khi tha’y anh ta c6 mot dic diém 1a hai bén
mép hot héch [én trén.

“Céu la Sugishita... nhi?”

“Lau roi khong gdp. Té ra't 18y lam ti€c vi phai gdp lai ciu trong hoan
canh nay,” Pudi 16ng may Sugishita cup xudng va cu ta thé dai ra chiéu
thwong ti€c. Céi ki€u lam bo mét hoi qué 16" thi ding hon 1a bi€u 16 cam xtc
mot cdch phong phd 4y van chgmg thay doi gi so v&i thoi cap hai.

“Cam on ciu da cat cong toi diy. T nghe Momoko k€, hién tai cdu dang
song & day ding khong?”

“Thye ra ding 1a nhw vady. Td cling chan cudc sdng thanh thi r6i,” ciu ta
phan &ng nhw th€ thd'y mwng vi Mayo da hoi cdu dé vay. “Tw cdch diy kha
lau t& da nhén ra la d€ trién khai kinh doanh trén mang thi ngwoi 1anh dao
khong nhi't thiét phai & Tokyo, ngit ndi mai ma t& khong gidp dwoc dip d€
thir nghiém. Nhung dén khi dich Corona bung phat, nhan d6 té lam thir méi
tha'y moi viéc xudi ch¢o mat mdi hon t& twdng. Hién tai chi 1a tam thoi
nhuwng trede sau gi té cling s€ chinh thirc chuyén chi nhanh vé day, to dang
tinh c6 khi thu hep van phong & Tokyo ciling dwoc.”

Cai ki€u thao thao ba't tuyét, chi toan k€' 1€ vé ban than minh cuia Sugishita
cling hét nhw xwa. Song, xem ra van cdn hon 12 phai nghe cu ta 1ai nhai mai
nhirng 10i chia budn gia tao.

“Tw ngay vé day cau c6 gip b6 to khdong?”

Nghe Mayo hdi, Sugishita lién chau may 1ic dau.

“Tiéc la t& chwa thé trye ti€p gdp thay. Chinh vi thé’ ma t& dang ra't néng
long doi dén ngay hop 1op.”

“Nhung ciu da néi chuyén v&i bd té con gi? Khi nay t& nghe Momoko k€&
nhw vdy. Cau &y bao da nghe chuyén b té 1én Tokyo tw ciu.”

“A, chuyén d6 ha?” Sugishita gat #au nhw th& d hiéu ra. “Cheamg ma’y khi
c6 dip vé qué th& nay nén t& da goi dién d€ hdi tham thdy mot cdu. TS cling
mudn biét tinh hinh thiy dao niy th& ndo. Liic d6 thdy ming 14m.”



“Chuyén d6 xay ra khi nao?”

“Xem nao, t& nh¢ khong nham thi 1a thir By tuén tredc nira.”

“Thé& lic d6 b6 tor da ndi v cau la s€ 1én Tokyo a?”

“Ping vay. Thdy mudn t& tw van khdch san cho thdy. Chd nao ddy yén
tinh ma gan ga Tokyo. T¢ héi thay 1én d6 d€ gdp cdu a, thay bao dai loai
th&,” n6i dé€n d6 nét mat Sugishita bong tré nén ngo’ veee nhw the€ chinh ciu
ta cling cam tha’y ¢6 diéu la la. “Thay khong néi chuyén d6 voi cu w?”

“[\J’, gio’ to m&i dwoe nghe chuyén nay.”

“Vay a? Th& thi chic 13 thdy c¢6 muc dich khéic roi.” Sugishita néi nhe
bang, y ching chuyén nhw thé ciing thwong xay ra.

“B&’ t¢ bao khi nao sé 1én Tokyo vay?”

“Thay bao dinh 1én Tokyo vao thir By tudn sau. Thir Bay thwong dong
dic, khu viye xung quanh Tokyo s€ rd't hon tap. Té nghi bung nén chon mot
cho nao ddy yén tinh nha't c\(’) the’ nén da goi y cho thay k}}éch san Tokyo
Kingdom. Vi khach san d6 nam cach ga Tokyo mot doan ngan thdi ma. To
cling hay dén dé d€ gap go doi tac,” cach giai thich cia Sugishita ra't sic
tich va dé hi€u. Cau ta qua la mot nguwoi sang da.

“Cau da n6i chuyén d6 véi ta't cd moi ngwoi trong budi hop ban vé vu
hop 16p a?”

‘U tai t& nghi moi ngwoi cling mudn biét tinh hinh cua thay.”

“Ngoai ldc d6 thi sao? Ciu ¢6 néi chuyén nay voi ai khac khong?”

“D€ xem nao... Td nghi 1a t& khdng ndi cho ai khac ntra... Ma nay, liéu
c6 phai t& khong dwore phép néi chuyén dé trong budi hop ban vé vu hop
16p khong?” Sugishita nhin Mayo bang 4nh mét do xét.

“Khong, khong phai the. Nghe Momoko k& chuyén nén t& thic mic néu
b6 tor dinh 1€n Tokyo thi sao lai khéng néi cho t& biét.”

Nghe vay, Sugishita lién li€c nhin xung quanh, doan hoi ghé vao Mayo.

“Hay la... chuyén dé c6 thé lién quan dén vu an an nay?” Sugishita ha
thap giong, thi tham.

“Lam gi ¢6,” Mayo voi xua tay. “T& chi hoi viedng méc thdi. Ciing khong
cé y gi ddc biét, cdu dung d€ tim.”

“Vay a,” Sugishita ndi, song rd rang ciu ta khong théa man vi cau trd 1o
ay. Mayo khong khoi hdi han. Xem ra ¢6 da hoéi han qua twong tin trong khi



d6i phwong lai 1a mét ké thong minh.

Vwra nhin theo bong lwng Sugishita di vé phia ban ti€p dén, Mayo vira
nghi thit khé moi dwoe thdong tin tr ngwoi khdac. Xem ra ¢6 nén hoc hoi
Takeshi mot chut.

Sau d6, khach khtra ti€p tuc dén rai rac. Trong s6” d6 c6 cd nhitng nguoi
hang x6m. Toan nhirng ngudi Mayo khdng biét rd cho 18m, chi & mitc gip
nhau thi chao mot cau. Bon ho ciing chi cdi dau chao Mayo r'6i thoi.

Trong ddm nguoi &y, ¢6 mot ngwoi phu nit tré tudi. Xem ra moi chi
khoang 25. B d6 tang gian di ¢6 1€ 1a @6 di mwon nén nhin chang hop voi
ngudi. Khong hi€u sao Mayo lai dwa mét doi theo ngudi phu nit vira dién
thong tin vao thé t€n va dang lai gan ban ti€p don Y.

Co6 gdi tré tudi cui dau tred'c Momoko r'oi dit thé tén vao khay.

Ngay sau d6, canh siat Maeda dng bén canh 1ién c dong tay trdi. Van la
dong tac so tay ra sau tai.

Mayo ti€n dé€n sau lung Momoko mdt ciach bang quor, doan héi nhé vao
tai ban: “Khong c¢6 van dé gi chir?”

“[3’, van 6n ma.”

“The& a, may qui.”

C6 liéc mét nhin 1én chiéc khay. Trén tAm thé tén ma cd gai tré dit vao
ban nay c6 ghi Moriwaki Atsumi. Quan hé v&i ngwoi qua ¢6'1a hoc tro cii.

Mayo roi khoi ban ti€p don, nhanh chin di chuyén. Khiach dé&n viéng
dang ngdi cho' & mot ciin phong riéng ndm ngay sat hoi treong tang 18. Dén
gitra hanh lang dan t&i d6, Mayo dudi kip ngwoi phu ni ¢6 tén Moriwaki
Atsumi.

“Xin 18i,” cd cA't ti€hg goi tir ddng sau.

Co6 gdi lién dwng chén, ngodi dau. Nét bat an thodng hién trén khudn mat.

“Cam on em hom nay di dén dy 1€ tang,” Mayo mim cuwoi. “Chi la con
gdi cua thay Kamio Eiichi.”

“A,” Moriwaki Asumi khé bat ra thanh tiéng. “Um... em 12 Moriwaki.
Thay Kamio la thay chi nhiém cta em h'6i 1op 8.”

“Vay a, chi hai khi khong phai, em hoc khda bao nhiéu vay?”

“Em hoc khoa 46 a.”

Kém Mayo bon khoéa. Vay 1a nam nay c6 gdi nay 26 tuoi roi.



“Ra treong hon chyc nim roi ma em van ci't cong dén... Em c6 hay lién
lac v&i b6 chi khong?”

“C6, thi thoang chj a. Em c6 chiit chuyén mudn xin loi khuyén cda thay.”

“Vay sao?”

Mayo mudn bi€t d6 la chuyén gi song nghi thé nao ciling thd'y hdi ¢ day
thi thi€u ty nhién qua.

Th& roi Moriwaki Atsumi 1ién 1én ti€ng trede: “A chi nay... Anh
Makihara c6 dén khong a?”

“Makihara? Khéa 42 &y a?”

“Vang, chic vay a.”

“Né&u ding 12 Makihara chij biét thi cdu 4y da d&n dw 1€ canh linh cttu vao
hom qua roi.”

“A, vay ha chi,” Moriwaki nom cé vé tha't vong.

“Co6 chuyén gi v&i cau ay the?”

“Khéng, cling khéng c6 gi to tat dau a,” Moriwaki khé xua tay trwdce
nguec.

Lai thém mdt chuyén nwra khi€n Mayo td mo song cd khong bia ra dwoc
co gi d€ hoi sau hon. Quan trong hon 1a, ¢6 khong ¢6 1y do gi d€ niu chin
Moriwaki thém nwra. Co chf:ing con cich nao khac ngoai néi “HOm nay cam
on em rat nhréu,” roi lui di.

Vira quay gét, Mayo di giat bdn minh. Ly do 14 vi mdt diéu tra vién nam
viing dang ding gan birc twdng ngay canh d6. C6 nhan ra ring anh ta di
nhén tin hiéu tv Maeda va dang theo doi dong thai ciia Moriwaki Atsumi.

Mayo quyét dinh quay tr¢ lai sanh chinh, ti€p tuc ding cho khach khira.
Mot lic sau, cO trong thdy mdt ngwoi phu nit cao rdo budc vao cing mdt
ngwoi dan 6ng nom thap hon mdt chit. Ngwoi phu nir ¢6 mai tée dai, bude
gon sau leng. B vay den lién than v&i thi€t k& don gian trong rat hop voi
ngwoi. Tom lai, cd ta rat ¢6 phong cach. Mit mili trang di€m con loe loet
hon ca thoi cap hai. Co ta khdng deo khau trang.

Thay cb ta bude dén gan, khong hiéu sao Mayo lai cing thing. Nguwdi
dan Ong cung theo sau, chim hon mot chut.

Kokorika, titc Kokonoe Ririka ding chan ciach chd Mayo dang ding
khodng hai mét. C6 ta nhin chdm chim Mayo nhw thé khong cho phép cb



duwoe néi ring minh di quén di geong mit xinh dep nay, roi lang ling cii
d4u chao Mayo mot céch lich thiép. Mayo ciing cii dau dap lai, miéng van
khong ndéi gi.

Ririka 18y khau trang ra khéi tdi, cham rai deo 1én mat. B6 1a mét chiéc
khau trang mau xam di€u da.

“Pa lau khong gap. Cau con nho t6i chir?” Ririka hoi nén cai giong khan
ctia minh, héi Mayo.

“Purong nhién r'oi. Cam on ciu da tdi, Kokonoe.”

“Toi ra't s6¢c vEé chuyén cua thay Kamio. Luc hay tin, tdi that khong the tin
ndi. B&i vi TAn cudi cling gdp mit, trong thdy van con rad't khde manh. Toi
xin thanh that chia budn v&i ciu.”

Mayo c6 phéan hoi bdi r6i khi nghe Ririka dung kinh ngtr vé&i minh. “T6i
xin cdm on cdu,” Mayo ciing chi con cdch d4p lai bang kinh ngir.

Song, c6 mot chuyén con khieén Mayo thic mic hon. “Kokonoe niy, gan
day cdu da gdp bo toi a?”

“U, t6i ¢6 chit chuyén mudn thdo luin véi thdy nén da cing ciu Ay dén
qua’y riy nha ciu,” Ririka ngodi lai ding sau, goi: “Katsuki.”

Ngwoi dan ong hoi gt @6 bén budrce 1€n trwde, sanh vai véi Ririka. Ciu ta
cling khdng deo khau trang nén Mayo c6 the nhin rd khuoén mat. Trai ngwoc
v&i Ririka, twdng mao cdu ta hau nhw khong thay doi so voi thoi cdp hai,
ngoai trir mai téc dwoc nuodi dai. Mét hip, miéng chiim chim, khudn mit c6
nét gi d6 goi lién twdng d&€n mot loai thu nho.

“Xin gtti 11 chia bu'dn sau sic d&n cau,” Kugimiya Katsuki néi bang chi't
giong kho nghe. “Cau con nh¢ t6i khong?”

“Prong nhién roéi, Kugimiya. Ciu da gdt hai thanh cong ruc ro, tdi ludn
nguong mo ciu day.”

Khée mo6i Kugimiya chi hoi ctr ddng mot chiit, ciu ta nhin vai néi: “Cam
on ciu.” Xem ra ciu ta van gilt cdi tinh hay e then thoi cA hai.

“Bon t0i da trao doi v&i thdy Kamio...” Ririka ti€p tuc cau chuyén, “...
veé k& hoach vyc day thi trdn ma nhém cta Kashiwagi bén cong ty xay dung
Kashiwagi dang xic ti€n. Bon ho cir 1¢o nhéo doi tién sinh Kugimiya gitp
strc,” Ririka nhiu cdp 16ng may thanh tu.

“Chuyén do thi to1 c6 nghe phong thanh roi.”



“Thi trdn nay la noi chidng t6i sinh ra va Ién 1€n, va lai ban than Katsuki
cling mudn hop tic 14m chit. Nhung ciu cling biét roi da’y, ciu Ay ban tdi
mét t6i miii, b&i vay nhitng gi cau Ay c6 th€ lam dworc cling chi cé mitc dod.
Toi da chi dong ndi khéo roi vady ma cac cdu &y khong chiu hi€u cho.
Chung tdi nghi ctr da nay thé nao bon ho cling dé€n nho ciy thdy Kamio
ding ra lam cau ndi. Vi the ching t6i quy€t dinh dén gép thay trede d€ bao
thay dwng c¢6 nghe theo 1oi nhor va caa bon ho. Ching t6i cling mudn tranh
viéc d€ thay bi kep gitra hai bén ma.”

Mayo khong khoi ngac nhién. Ch.’fmg phai chuyén nay y chang k& hoach
ma Haraguchi da &p 0 hay sao. Chirng t6 td't cd moi ngwoi déu suy nghi
giong nhau.

“Chuyén d6 xay ra khi nao vay?”

“T6i nghi hom d6 1a thie Nam cach day hai tuén.”

“Thé& bo t6i da néi gi?”

“Théy bao da hi€u roéi. Theo loi thay k€ thi cling ¢6 mét nguwoi dén nho
thay chuyén tewong tw, nhwng khong phai Kashiwagi. Thay ciling n6i 1a s€
giai thich ro rang cho ngwoi d6.”

Mayo tin chic ngwdi d6 chinh 12 Haraguchi. Vay 12 moi chuyén déu dworc
x4u chudi v&i nhau.

“T6i cling n6i chuyén véoi Katsuki 1a bon minh déu da 1on ca roi vy ma
van cOn nho' va thdy Kamio nhitng chuyén phién todi nhw the’, that 4y ndy
voi thay. Ping thoi dieém d6 thi lai xay ra vu viéc Ian nay, ding khong? That
khong thé tin ndi. Udc gi day 1a mot con 4c mong.” Ririka vin veo nguoi,
lam nhw dang ti€c thwong tot do.

“Ho6m nay cAu hiy ndéi loi tién biét cudi cing v&i bd t6i nhé,” Mayo ci
dau.

Chuyén xay ra ngay sau do.

“Cha cha, xem ai ddy nao,” mot giong ndi ca't 1én tir phia sau. Khong cén
ngoai lai Mayo cting bi€t do 1a ai.

“Twdng ai, day chgng phai ti€n sinh Kugimiya Katsuki hay sao? That
khong ngo ciu ban bju nhw thé’ ma van ca't cong t&i ddy. La mot thanh vién
cta gia dinh Kamio, t6i xin cam ta tw tdn ddy long.”

Mayo vira m&i ¢6 cam giac Takeshi dang lao t&i nhanh nhw gié, vdy ma
chwa gi da thd’y ong chu &y dirng ngay canh minh roi.



“T6i da dwoc doc tac pham Mé cung nhitng b ndo do roi. That tuyét voi.
Chu dé siu séc, cot truyén kich tinh, doan két thi cdm dong, tit cd nhitng
thir &'y da lay dong trdi tim toi. Ong anh t6i ciing hay néi th& nay: “Trén the’
gii ¢6 rd't nhiéu ngwoi sang tiac truyén tranh nhung ngoai Kugimiya
Katsuki ra khong ai cé the tao nén mot cau chuyén ddc ddo nhw the".””

“Chau... chdu cam on chd.” Kugimiya hoi lui lai, vé mat so’ hai. Xem ra
cu ta da bi choang ngop tredre bai néi hiing h'on ctia Takeshi.

“T6i cling da doc bai bdo phong van ciu. Nghe néi trede ddy phong cach
vin chwong cta ciu tao nhd hon, hay néi chinh x4c 1a tram ling hon nhi?
Néu t6i nhé khong nhdm thi Mot cdi toi khdc la hdn ma — tac pham dau tay
cua cau la cau chuyén dong thoai cé nhan vat chinh la mot ciu thi€u nién.
Nhwng vi nghi khong the ctr nhw thé nay mai dwore, vi muén phéa vor vo boc
clia minh nén cu da Ién y twdng cho tdc phdm khoa hoc vién twdng kiém
phi€u lru mao hiém hoanh trang d6.”

“Chu bi€t 10 thé a.”

“Pwrong nhién roi, toi 1a fan hAm mo cua cdu ma. Cha, dwgc gip cau toi
rat 18y lam vinh dy.”

“Xin 161, ngwoi nay 1a?” Ririka hoi Mayo.

“Chd tén 1a Kamio Takeshi, em trai cta thay gido Eiichi, chid cia Mayo,”
Takeshi ty gi¢i thiéu vé minh. “Cam on chdu da d&€n day hdm nay. Chau la
Kokonoe Ririka nhi? Cha, chdu ding nhw nhirng gi chi nghe dwoc tir anh
Eiichi. Rat han hanh dwoc gdp chau.”

Long may cua Ririka giat giat. “Chd da nghe thay Kamio néi thé nao vé
chau?”

“Thi dwong nhién la...”

bung lic Takeshi n6i d€n doé thi Nogi chay dén goi: “C6 Kamio.”

“To6i xin 161 vi 1am phién trong lic moi ngwdi dang noéi chuyén. Gia dinh
chuan bi vao stra soan gitp t6i dworc khong a?”

“A, t0i biét r'6i. Chi Takeshi, minh phai di thoi.”

“Chu hiéu ro6i. Th& nhé, Kokonoe va tién sinh Kugimiya, chiing t6i xin
phép,” Takeshi cui dau tredc hai ngwoi d6, doan nhanh chéng buwde vé phia
héi treong.

Mayo ciling cti chao ho trwde khi roi di. CO nhéan ra Kenta dang ding
ngay sau lwng minh. Vwra cling anh dudi theo sau Takeshi, Mayo vira wé'm



hdi: “Anh da néi chuyén gi v&i chd em thé?”

“Bon anh néi nhiéu chuyén 1&m. Hinh nhr em di k& cho chi nghe kh4
nhiéu chuyén vé anh nhi? Anh hoi bd't ngo vi chi Takeshi biét rd moi
chuyén hon anh twédng.”

Mayo ¢6 mdt dy cam chaalng lanh triedre ciu ndi cua Kenta. “Chd 4y da néi
nhirng gi v&i anh?”

“Chaalng han nhw ki€u phu ni* ma anh thich. Anh da néi chuyén d6 voi em
khi nao nhi?”

Nghe vdy, Mayo nhirng mudn ngtra c¢O 1én than troii. P&i voi Takeshi ma
ndi, viéc thao ting tdm ly cia mot ngwoi nhe da ca tin nhw Kenta d€’ anh
thao thao bat tuyét vé ban than minh dé nhu tré ban tay. Rd't cudc Kenta da
budt mi€ng ndi ra nhirng chuyén gi nhi? Ma khong nao chi cé th&’, ra't c6 the
anh con bi xem trOm dién thoai theo mot cach cuc ky tinh vi khong chirng.
Mayo trom nghi trong treong hop d6 c6 s€ thwong thao voi Takeshi d€ dng
chu @y ti€t 10 cho minh nd1 dung.

L& dwa tang bit dau ciling gidng nhw 1& canh linh cru. M& man, cédc vi
ting 1t doc kinh, sau dé mot lic thi d&n man thip nhang. Hom nay, sau
Mayo va Takeshi, d&n lwrot Kenta vao thip nhang.

Budi hom nay, hinh dnh moi ngwoi vao nhin mat ngwoi qué cd va dang
hwong ciing sé dwoc mdy quay ghi lai. Takeshi van chwa chiu n6i cho Mayo
bi€t muc dich cta viéc nay la gi.

Tiép theo, d&n lwot khich khira vao thip nhang. Ngudi di dau 12 me cla
Tsukumi. Khi ndy Mayo da dén ban ti€p don va xac nhén dwoc t€n cua cd
ay 1a Kinue.

Khéch khira Tan lwot vao thdp nhang theo chi din. Sugishita di ra thi d&n
lwgt nhirng ngwoi hang xém, r'oi toi Moriwaki Atsumi, ti€p dén 1a Kokonoe
Ririka, Kugimiya Katsuki, va ngwoi cudi cing vao dang hwong hdm nay
cting lai 1a Momoko.

DPiang 1y phdi ¢c6 man tién biét cudi cung cta nhirng ngwoi than thiét roi
md&i déng nip quan tai nhwng hinh nhw nghi 1€ d6 da dworc lwoc bo.

“C6 c6 dinh bd thém thir gi vao linh ctru khéng a?” Sogi hoi. Bén trong
quan tai m&i chi ¢6 ddc cudn sach Chay di, Melos kho nhd.

“Thé&’1a da roi,” Mayo dép.



Nép quan tai dwore dong lai, cudi cling cling d&n lic xud't quan. Linh clru
dwoc dit 1én mot gid do ¢6 banh xe, nhan vién clia cong ty mai tdng bt dau
day né di. Mayo nhén bai vi tr Nogi. C6 nhin sang Takeshi, khong biét tw
ldc nao chd &y da 6m birc di anh trén tay.

Lo hda tdng nim ngay toa nha bén canh. Sau khi hoan ta't nghi 1& ciu siéu
trede 10 thi€u, Mayo, Takeshi, cong véi Kenta 1la ba ngwoi bén ngdi &
phong doii, cho’ cho dén khi qua trinh hda tang két thic.

Kenta dd ra nha vé sinh, vi vdy Mayo bén k& vén tét nhitng gi nghe duworc
tw Sugishita cho Takeshi nghe.

“Puing 12 mot thong tin khong theé bo qua,” Takeshi 1am by mat nghiém
nghi.

“Qua nhién chu cting nghi nhw vay a?”

“Néu nhirng gi cu Sugishita d6 n6i 1a sy that thi ching ta ¢ th€ khoanh
vung nhtrng ngwoi biét chuyén bo” chau 1én Tokyo.”

“Y chii 1a nhitng ngudi d&n dy budi hop ban vé vy hop 16p a?”

“Hodc 1a ngwoi quen cfia ho. Du sao thi, ¢6 th€ néi ddm ban hoc ciing
khéa v&i chdu ¢6 mit & nha tang 1€ ndy hom qua va hom nay déu 1a nhirng
nhén vat td1 quan trong.”

“Nghia la trong s d6 ¢6 hung thu sat hai bd chau v? Khong theé nao.”

“Néu vay hung thd phai 1a ngwoi nhw thé nao chdu mdi chd’p nhén
dworc?”

“Chuyén d6...” Mayo khong thé tra loi.

“Chi ddm c4 hung thu 1a ngwoi quen cia bd chdu. Khong riéng gi cac ban
hoc cling ma véi bat ky ai 1a hung thdl, chdu ciling s& néi cAu d6 thoi. Ring
chuyén dé 13 khong the nao. Thé nhung, hung thi chéc chin c6 ton tai. N&u
nhw chdu khong mu6n biét ké d6 1a ai thi chi khuyén chau hay tw bd di.”
Takeshi néi tinh bo, giong di€u chu &y rat 1y tri, lanh lung, trdi ngwoc hoan
toan v&i moi khi.

“Con lau, chau s€ khong t bé dau,” Mayo qua quyét. “Chau mudn biét
chan twong.”

bing lic d6 Kenta quay tr¢ lai, thanh thi hai ngwoi danh tam dwng cude
tro chuyén bi mit.

Sau d6 mot lic, khi da hda thiéu xong, ho bit #au gom hai cot. Theo diing
chi din ctia ngwoi phu trach, Mayo dung diia gdp tirng mau xwong cta bd,



cho vao binh dwng hai c6t. Sau khi gom hét hai c¢6t vao binh, c6 n6i muén
cho ca nhirtng th nay vao cung, doan 18y cady bit mdy va cap kinh ra khoi
tui.

Tau dwong sét, chay t67 da 350km/h. Tai thoi di€m nidm 2020, Viét Nam can
nhéc trién khai hé thong twong tw trén truc Bic-Nam. Shinkansen 13 Gng
vién hang dau.






e Ngay 24 thang 2 (thir Tw): Momoko d&n nha Eiichi. Eiichi dw dinh sé&
dem d&n mot bat ngo’ gi d6 trong 1€ twdng nhé Tsukumi Naoya.

e Ngay 25 thang 2 (thr Nam): Kokorika va Kugimiya dén nha Eiichi,
thdo ludn céach xt tri v&ii nhém cta Kashiwagi.

e Ngay 27 thang 2 (th Bay): Sugishita goi dién héi tham Eiichi. Eiichi
nho’ Sugishita tw van vé khach san & Tokyo.

e Ngay 1 thang 3 (thirt Hai): Hop ban vé budi hop 1&p (thanh phan tham
du: Momoko, Sugishita, Makihara, Numakawa)

e Ngay 6 thang 3 (thir Bay): Eiichi 1én Tokyo va t&i khach san Tokyo
Kingdom lic 6 gio’ chiéu. Tré vé nha ldc 11 gio' dém. Bi sat hai ngay

sau do.
e Ngay 7 thang 3 (Chu nhat): Haraguchi goi di€n cho Eiichi mady Tan
nhung khong duorc.

e Ngay 8 thang 3 (thir Hai): Haraguchi phat hién thi th€ cua Eiichi.

Takeshi ngang 1én khoi mat gid'y, voi tay 187y lon bia.

“Khong biét bod chiu dinh dem d&n bat ngo gi cho 1€ twdng nhé
Tsukumi nhi?”

“Chuyén d6 ddng la chau cling to mo thét. Theo losi Momoko thi b6” chau
khong ti€t 10 gi ngoai viéc d6 1a mot chuyén ra't hay ho.”

“Nghe cach néi chuyén ctia b6 chdu thi c6 vé nhw dé khdng phai chuyén
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g1 xau.

“Vang, nghe néi bo" chdu da lam b6 mat nhe mét dira tré tinh nghich va
n6i chuyén hao hing 14m.”

“Mot chuyén hay ho a?” Takeshi nhap mot ngum bia r'éi lai nhin xudng
to’ gid'y dang cam trén tay. “Theo ndi dung nay thi trong khodng mwoi ngay
d6, b6  chdu da lién lac v&i kha nhiéu ngeoi. Khong nhirng thé, qua nira s6
d6 con 1a ban hoc cung thei véi chdu.”



“Chuyén do6 thi c6 gi la dau a. Budi hop 1op dang can k€, bd” chdu cling
dwore moi d€n ma,” Mayo dap, dung tay trai mat-xa cO tay phai. Lau roi ¢o
mai viét tay nén tha'y hoi dau.

Hai nguoi dang & trong phong cia Takeshi & Hotel Marumiya. Sau khi
roi khdi nha tang 18, Mayo tién Kenta ra ga d€ tré vé Tokyo roi méi quay
lai 1t quan. Cd tim rtra, thay quan 4o & phong minh xong md&i di sang
phong Takeshi. Muc dich la d¢€ Ién k& hoach tac chié€n ti€p theo. Sau khi
Mayo k€ lai nhitng gi da nghe dwoe tr dam ban hoc cling khéa hém nay,
Takeshi 1ién yéu cau co liét ké ra gid’y theo trinh ty thoi gian, bdi vay
Mayo danh I8y bt bi vi€t ra mat sau cia mot chi€c phong bi bd di. b6
chinh 1a chiéc phong bi c6 nhin dwgc te 6ng chd nay.

“Chuyén nhirng nguoi da lién lac voi bd chau cé tén trong Danh sdch
Maeda thi cheatng cO gi la nhung ma...”

Takeshi d61 chi€u v&i man hinh dién thoai. Trén d6 hién thi Danh sdch
Maeda, tirc danh sach ma chd da chom dwoec tir vién canh sdt ¢6 tén Maeda.

“Theo nhtrng gi ching ta nghe dwoc tor ddu dén gior thi chwa the xac
nhan Makihara va Numakawa — hai trong s6 b6n ngwoi tham gia buoi hop
ban vé vu hop 1op, khong tinh Momoko va Sugishita — da lién lac v&i bo'
chdu. Vay ma trong Danh sdch Maeda lai c6 t€n ciia Makihara. Theo chau
vi sao lai thé?”

“Ch4u ciing tha’y la. Nhic d&n Makihara, chdu ciing c6 diéu vudng méc.
Khong, phai 1a hai diéu chi.”

“Hén hai diéu co 2? Chdu néi xem no.”

“PAu tién 1, trong 1€ canh linh cru hdm qua, Makihara da héi chdu mot
cAu rat ky cuc. Ring khong biét thay Kamio c6é néi gi vé hdi cic ciu Ay
khong. Khi chiu thic médc vi sao lai hdi th& thi cdu ta trd I¢i 12 mudn biét
b6’ chau quan tdm dén ciu ta t&i mirc nao.”

“Chuyén doé ding la thi€u ty nhién va dang nghi that.”

“Cong nhan chd nhi? Binh thwong lam gi ¢6 ai mudn bi€t may chuyén
d6. Ma k€ ca c6 mubn biét thi nguoi ta ciing chging hoi trong 1€ canh linh
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clru.
Takeshi nhin chim chim vio khong trung, ngén tay g6 1én mit ban may
nhip, doan chd dwng tay lai, cat ti€ng.



“Theo nhitng gi Makihara néi thi chi do4n ciu ta dang nghi rang khong
ching bd” chau da nhén xét gi d6 vé cau ta tred'c mat chau. Chwa k€ d6 con
la mot 101 nhan xét khong tot, ¢6 khi con mang tinh phé phan cling nén.”

“Qua nhién chd cling nghi vay a? Chau ciing c6 cam gidc nhw the"”

“Néu 1a chuyén tot thi chic ciu ta da khong danh trong 1ang nhu thé. C6
th& c4u ta da 1am chuyén gi d6 khua't td't vdi b chau. The” diéu viedng mic
thi hai cta chau la gi?”

Takeshi hdi, Mayo bén 18y mét to gid’y ra khdi chi€c tdi d€ bén canh. D6
la tor gid'y photocopy lai dong thé tén hom nay.

“Thyc ra trong budi 1€ dwa tang hom nay, chdu di trong thd’y canh sét
Maeda ra am hiéu. Lic ngwoi nay xud't hién,” Mayo néi doan chi tay vao
tén Moriwaki Atsumi.

“Hoc tro cii cia bd chau a? C6 phai cd gai tré tudi, budc toc dudi ngya
khong?”

“Piing r'6i,” Mayo vira trd 1o vira nhin chim chim vao mit Takeshi.
“Chu nh¢ siéu nhi?”

“Vi dén dy dam tang ma d€ ki€u toc d6 thi hoi la. Néu ¢ budc thi nguoi
ta cling budc thadp xudng mot chit méi phéi phép.”

Takeshi dang nhic d&n mdt tiéu tiét hét sitc ¢d hii. Mayo khdng 16 6ng
chii ndy c6 phai 1a ngwdi bigt cdch hanh xt ding din khong nira.

“Thée co géi do lam sao?”

“Ch4u td mod nén da thir bit chuyén vdi co Ay. Thé r'éi, co ta néi d&n tan
bay gio thinh thodng van lién lac v&i bo chdu.”

“Chau c6 hdi gan day co6 ta lién lac voi b6” chau khi nao khéng?”

“Chdu khong héi.”

Takeshi 1ién chau may té y khong bang long.

“Sao chau lai khong hdi mot chuyén quan trong nhw thé ha?”

“Chéu xin 10i, chdu khong nghi ra.”

“Thoéi danh vay. R'6i sao nwra?”

“Co gai ay da hdi chdu vé Makihara, xem cau ta c6 d€n dy dam tang
khong. Liic chdu trd 10 ciu ta da dén va dw 1€ canh linh ctru hdm qua, xem
chung cb ta ¢6 vé thia't vong.”



“Hwm,” Takeshi bén khoanh tay, “Nghe ¢6 vé nhw ¢6 gai d6 mudn gip
Makihara nhi?”

“Chdu cling cam thay vy nhung khong ddm héi sau thém nwa.”

Takeshi 1i€n nhé&’ch mép. “Chac, ding la chaamg dwore tich sy gi.”

“Vay, nhirng lic nhw thé chdu nén néi thé nao?”

“Neéu l? chi thi s& néi sdp t&i toi cling ¢6 dy dinh gip Makihara, néu cd
mudn nhén gi thi d€ t6i nhén cho.”

2 N\A

“Chi c¢an nhw thé€ 1a ngwoi ta chju néi cho chi a?”

“Nguoi ta khong néi thi chdu cling cheamg mat gi, con n€u moi dwgc
thong tin gi thi chau 13i. Tw gio tré di, nho dwng bd cude khi chua thir ddy
nhé.”

“Va...ng.”

“Moriwaki Atsumi... a,” Takeshi cam di€n thoai 1€n, thao tac. “Pung la
trong Danh sdch Maeda c6 céi tén do that. Co dieu,” Takeshi n6i doan chia
man hinh cho Mayo xem. “O day lai viet Moriwaki bing chir cing.”

Béng chir cdi Katakana. HE thong bd chir thong dung cua Nhit Ban bao
g0m chir cirng (katakana), chtt mém (hiragana) va chir Han (kanji). Bd chir
ctrng thwong dung khi phién Am cac ti€ng nwdc ngoai.

“Lic ndy chau cling xem roi. Sao lai viét chir cieng chd nhi?”

“Van dé 1a & chd d6. Tai sao lai 1a chir cieng. Nhung trwede khi nghi vé
chuyén do, chung ta hay suy ludn xem. Tai sao Moriwaki Atsumi lai mudn
gap Makihara? Chdu thit néi chd nghe suy nghi ciia chau di nao. Poan bwra
cling dworc.”

“Tai sao lai mu6n gdp 4y a... Binh thwong mét ngwoi phu nir muén gap
mot ngwoi dan 6ng thi ¢6 th€'la vi ¢d Ay thich anh ta,” trong dau Mayo hién
1€n khuon mat thudn dai nhe mit ngya ciia Makihara. “Néi thé nay that c6
10i v&i Makihara nhwng chdu c¢6 cdm gidc khong phai nhw vdy. Cau ta
khong phdi mét nhan vat dwgc yéu thich nhw the".”

“Nhin mit bét hinh dong 1a khong dwoc dau, nhung thdi. N&u khong
phai thi la gi?”

“Cé viéc gi d6 chang han.”

“Vi€c gi 1a viéc gi?”

“Chau lam sao bié€t dworc d&€n mirc d6.”



“Tht nghi thé nay di. Chdu bao Makihara lam viéc & ngan hang dia
phrong ding khong. Tom lai ciu ta 1a mot nhan vién ngan hang. Mot
ngwoi mudn gdp nhan vién ngan hang. Vay theo chau ly do 1a gi?”

“A, chau hi€u r'd6i,” Mayo v0 tay ddnh dét mot cdi. “D€ thdo luin chuyén
tién nong.”

“Xem ra nghi nhw vay la hgp Iy nhat roi.”

“Co6 th€ Moriwaki Atsumi dang gap ric r6i vé tién bac. Va ¢ ta mudn
nho va Makihara chang han.”

“Cling ¢6 kha nang. Nhwng xem ra chuyén con phirc tap hon nhiéu.”

“Nghia la sao a?”

Takeshi lai thao tac di€n thoai roi dit xudng ban. Chi trong chéc lat
Mayo da nghe thd’y 4m thanh phat ra tw loa trong.

“Cdu vat vd roi,” ai do noi.

“O), cdi gi the’ chd?”

Takeshi lién dat ngén tro [én moi: “Suyt.” Xem ra chd &y mudn bdo
Mayo hay im lang ma nghe.

“Cdu bdo ho dén ddy vao khodng 10 gio nhi? Thé ho ¢ ddy bao lau?”
Giong diéu tho 10 nghe ra't quen. Mayo teong twong ra geong mét cua Cao
Gia.

“Toi nght la khodng hon mot tiéhg. Ngwoi dan ong dén trwoce, & trén
tang hai mot lic. Khodng mwo'i ldm phiit sau thi ngwoi phy ni¢ xudt hién,”
giong nguoi dan 6ng tra 1oi.

“Ngwori dan éng cdu nhéc dén la em trai nan nhén. Tén anh ta la Kamio
Takeshi. Anh ta lam gi o tang hai?”

“A, chuyén dé thi... Hinh nhwe anh ta bdo 1én phong minh, téi ciing khong
the’di theo diworc.”

“Nhitng liic nhie vdy phdi bat chdp ma bdm theo. Phdi ddng dai cho dén
khi bi dudi thi thoi chie.”

“Toi xin 16i. Lan sau toi sé lam vdy.”

“Dwng lai mot chidt,” Mayo gio’ tay phai 1én.

Takeshi tam dung doan ghi 4m, miéng cwoi nhan nhé. “Chau ngac nhién
ha?”



“Chuyén nay la sao?” Mayo chép mét. “Mot trong hai ngudi dang néi 1a
thanh tra Kogure phai khong a. Anh ta dang néi chuyén véi ai ha chi?”

“Chdau khong bi€t v? Chau cling gap ciu taroi day.”

“O), gdp & dau co?”

“HOm qua, & nha ching ta. Lic chi chau minh vao thw phong cta bd
chdu, c6 mot tay canh sat ding canh chirng ngoai ctra con gi. Chinh 1a cdu
ta da’y.”

“Sao co’? Thé tirc 1a cudce tro chuyén nay...” Mayo nhin vao dién thoai.

“Sau khi chd chdu minh di khoi, Kogure da t&i va néi chuyén voi tay
canh sat lam nhiém vu canh chwng.”

“Nhung sao n6 lai dwoc ghi am?”

“Ch?ing sao cd. Hom qua, trwege khi ra khodi phong, chi di 1p sin thiét bj
ghi am 1€n gid sach. Vi chi dodn sau khi ching ta v€, thé¢’ nao ddm canh sat
cling t&i. Sang nay chd da néi voi tay canh sat trire ban 1a minh d€ quén d6
roi vao thw phong, am tham 18y lai may ghi am. Chud bat 1én nghe thi, y
nhuw rang mdy da ghi lai dwoc cudc tro chuyén nay. Khong nhitng the’, may
man 12 Kogure d3 xua't dau 16 dién.”

“Mdy ghi am? Tw khi nao ma... N6i ding hon, tai sao chi lai c6 th
do?”

“N6 ting 1a @6 nghé cta chd mdt thoi. BE lam vui long khan gia, nhiéu
khi chi ciing phdi dung dén nhtrng cong cu ti€n lgi ma nén van minh da
dem lai.”

“Hom qua chd ching néi xdu canh sét, bio nghe trom 1a hanh vi diéu tra
ba't hop phdp co ma?”

“Lip may nghe trdm & nha nguwoi khac ¢6 the coi 1a vi pham phép luat,
con chi 1p & nha minh cho chinh minh nghe. Viéc nay chang phéi pham
phdp hay gi cd. Gac chuyén dé sang mdt bén, chdu hay nghe ti€p di. Nho
ddng tai 1én ma nghe cho rd,” Takeshi n6i doan bat dau bat ti€p doan ghi
am.

“Sau khi c6 con gdi dén thi ho da lam nhitng gi?” Kogure hoi.

“Co vé nhw ngwoi phu niv da tim kiéim gi do. Toi nght la tim di vdt ciia
nan nhdn dé’ cho vao linh citu. Con ngwoi dan o6ng thi noi vé mdy dién
thoai fax. Dai ¥ la no da bi cdnh sdt dem di.”



“Khong hiéu ho dinh lam gi voi chiéc dién thogi nhi?” Pén ddy mot
giong néi khac xen vao. Mayo nghe rdt quen. C6 vé nhw d6 chinh la
Kakitani.

“C6 thé ho nham dén lich siv cudc goi. Sdng nay cé con gdi chc‘ing goi
dién cho cdu, doi cung cdp dir liéu trong dién thogi con gi? Toi ddm cd
chuyén do ciing la do ngwoi dan ong kia xiui bdy. Anh ta nghi khong doi
dworc dién thoagi di dong thi xem lich s cudc goi trén dién thoai ban thoi
ciing dwgc.”

“Ra vdy. Nhieng, dé’lam gi moi dwoc a?”

“Toi khong biét nhwng chiing ta phdi cdnh gidc voi ngwoi dan éng do.
Cdc cdu dung co lo la day.”

“C6 khi nao ho dinh tw minh lam sdng t6 chdn twong sw viéc theo cdch
riéng khong a?”

“Thdt ngo ngan. Ddm ngwo'i nghiép dw do w?”

“Nhwng, ding nhw thanh tra vita noi chiing ta khong dwoc phép lo la,
mat cdnh gidc. Toi co cdm gidc nhdan vdt Kamio Takeshi do khong don
thuan la mot ké nghiép dw. Cung cap cho anh ta mot lwong thong tin nhat
dinh va yéu cdu hop tdc co phdi moi la thwong sdch khong a?”

“Cdu dang noi gi vdy? Dé nghi thdn nhdn hop tdc diéu tra la lé dwong
nhién. Nhwng néu vi vdy ma de’ 1o thong tin mot cdch khinh sudt thi thdt
khong con gi d& ndi. B&i chdng ¢é gi ddm bdo anh ta khong c6 moi lién hé
nao voi hung thii.”

“Nhwng chang phdi chiing ta cé thé tin twéng ¢é con gdi hay sao? Anh
nghi sao néu chiing ta nho cé Gy nghe giiip giong ndi trong tin nhdn thoqi
do?”

“Tin nhdn thoai?”

“La cudc dién thoqi lién quan dén tai khodn ngdn hang ciia 6ng bo ay a.
Chiing ta vdn chwa xdc dinh dwoc danh tinh chinh xdc ciia ngwoi dé. Nghe
giong thi co vé nhw do la mot phy nie tré tuoi, khong chwng lai la ban ciia
cO con gdi ciing nén.”

“Dién thoai van con lwu cudc goi dén. Néu muodn chiing ta sé biét dwoc
danh tinh ngay thoi. Rat c6 thé ngwoi do sé xudt hién trong 1é canh linh
citu hodc 18 dwa tang. O thoi diém hién tai, dé 1o mot trong nhitng manh



moi quan trong. Khong thé’dé dang cho ngwoi khdc biét, du la con gdi nan
nhdn hay ai di nira.”

Takeshi thao tic dién thoai, tam dirng doan ghi 4m mot Tan nira, doan hoi
Mayo: “Chau thdy sao?”

“Chéu thid’y bat ngo. Héa ra canh sat van con nghi ngo' ¢ hai chi chdu
minh.”

“Nghi ngd ngwdi khdc 12 nghé cia ho ma. Chang 18 khong con chuyén gi
khié&n chdu thic méac hon chuyén dé a?”

“Chuyén tin nhén thoai Ay a?’

“Phai. Ho noi vin chua biét danh tinh chinh xdc ding khong? Chirng to
trong phan lich st cudc goi c6 Iwu lai s& dién thoai nhung khong biét tén
chinh xdc 1a gi. Nhung mot khi d€ lai tin nhén thoai, khdng th€ ¢6 chuyén
ngwoi goi khong xwng tén dwore. DGi lai 1a chau thi chdu sé xung tén nhw
thé’'nao?”

“Da? Thi xwng tén binh thwong théi a. Ki€u nhw: ‘Toi 1a (Kamio=#f £
Axcv) day, anh/chi c6 khde khdng a?’”

“Lic d6, chdu c6 giai thich (Kami = ##dfg) 1a chit Théin trong Thin
Thdnh, con (0= FEfdg) 1a chir Vi trong Mda Vi khong?”

“Chau mat cong giai thich lam gi. Chau nghi d6i phwong phai biét r'oi
cht... A, phai r'di,” Mayo 1ién v tay 1én dau g&i. “Ngudi goi dién chinh 1a
Moriwaki Atsumi nhi? C¢6 1& ltic d€ lai tin nhin thoai, cd 4y d3 xung: ‘Em
12 Moriwaki ddy a.” Nhung chi nghe khong thoi thi khong th€ dam chéc cdi
tén d6 dwoc viét bang chit Han ndo, vi vdy ma trong Danh sdch Maeda ho
m&i viét bang chit crng.”

“Theo chd nghi nhw vay khong sai. Moriwaki da goi dién cho b6 chau
nhung khong ai nghe mdy, b&i vdy cd ta da nhéan lai 12 minh goi d&n vé
chuyén lién quan dén tai khoan ngan hang cua 6ng bg.”

“C0o gai d6 mudn gdp Makihara lam bén quy tin dung,” Mayo dung nim
da'm bén tay phai vd bdp vao long ban tay trdi. “Um, xem ra c6 ra't nhiéu
chuyén xau chudi v&i nhau.”

“Vi thtr cau chuyén nhw thé nay thi chau tha’y sao.” Takeshi gio’ ngén trd
1én. “B& ctia Moriwaki Atsumi that bai trong kinh doanh va dang gip ric
rdi voi viée huy dong von. Thé 1a Moriwaki bén nghi xem liéu ¢6 thé€ nho



ai gidp do khong va da ban chuyén v&i b chdu. Nghe xong, b6” chau Iién
nh& dén Makihara nén da th lién lac v&i cau ta.”

“Du sao ciu ta cling lam & ngan hang dia phwong nhi? Bi€t dau ciu ta c6
the tac ddng dén ngwoi phu trach vay von cling nén.”

“Thé& nhung, Makihara sau khi nghe b& chau trinh bay da tir chdi rang:
‘Chuyén do6 khong dwoc dau a, em ra't ti€c nhwng Ian nay em khong the’ dap
ung ky vong cda thay.’”

“Sao? Cau ta t chdi &y a?”

“R6t cude cau ta cling chi 1a mot nhan vién ngan hang. Cho du do6 ¢6 1a
loi nho’ va ctia mot vi an sw thi cling ¢6 chuyén cu ta khdng thé gitip dwoc
chir. Nghe cdu ta néi th&, bd” chau ciing danh phai rit lai loi nho. Nhwng
Makihara lai 18n can mai vé chuyén do, khong bi€t thdy Kamio nghi thé
nao vé minh. Liéu thd’y ¢6 mang an twong xau vE dira hoc tro da lanh luing
ter chdi ngay ca khi ngwoi thdy dang kinh mot thoi da phai cdi dau nho va,
liéu thay c6 cho cau ta la ké bac tinh, vong an bdi nghia khong? Vi th& khi
dén du 1€ canh linh ciru c4u ta di tién th&€ hdi chdu xem thay c6 néi gi vé
minh khong...”

“Siéu cao tha,” Mayo lién v tay. “Diing 12 mOt man suy luidn ngoan
muc. T4t cad déu an khop voi nhau.”

“Pay khong phdi suy ludn ma chi don thuan 1a mot cach twong twong,
tiec 1a chuing ta cling ¢6 th€ nghi d&n mot cau chuyén nhw vay thoi. Moi thi
an khop khong c6 nghia 1a n6 ding.” Takeshi néi, vé mit lanh tanh.

“Nhung v&i cau chuyén chd vira ndi thi chiing ta cling ¢6 the giai thich 1y
do vi sao tén ctia Makihara lai c6 trong Danh sdch Maeda da’y.”

B&i néu 6ng Eiichi da lién lac v&i Makihara thi chic chén van con lwu lai
da’u v€t trong dién thoai.

“Theo chu, chuyén Moriwaki Atsumi mudn gap Makihara c6 dinh déang
dén van dé tién nong gi d6 thi hai ndm rd muei roi. Co the€ la chuyén lién
quan dé&n tai khodn ngan hang clia bd co ta. Nhwng chwa chic da la chuyén
don gidn ki€t nhw nho hd tror vay von. Gia du c6 mdt vu ric roi vé tién
nong phtrc tap hon thé” da xay ra va b6" chau bi 16i kéo vao doé thi sao? Gio
khong phdi lic d€ vo tay &n mirng dau.”

Mayo bdng dung thing lung 1én.

“Y chd 1a chuyén nay c6 th&'lién quan dén vu 4n w?”



“Pang ti€c, ching ta khong c6 1y do gi d€ loai trer kha nang d6. Kogure
cling n6i r'éi con gi, day la mot trong nhirng manh mdi quan trong.”

Khudn mit nhin ngang v&i 4nh mét sic bén cta Takeshi khong khoi
khi€n Mayo sén gai 0c.

C6 khong biét ngwoi phu nir ¢6 tén Moriwaki Atsumi 1a ngwoi nhw thé’
ndo. Trong co ta khong giong ngudi xau, nhung xem ra nhin mit bit hinh
dong 14 diéu cA'm ky. Tuy nhién, vé phan Makihara, Mayo cho rang minh
cling hiu chiit it. C6 nghi ciu ta 12 mot trong nhitng hoc trd danh tinh cam
yéu mén cho bd minh. Song n€u cau ta c6 dinh liu dé€n vy an thi...

Cheamg thé tin vao di€u gi nira, Mayo nghi.

Takeshi thao tdc di€n thoai. Poan trdo chuyén gitra Kogure va cic dong
nghiép lai ti€p tuc.

“Ngoai ra hai ngwoi do con lam gi nita?” C6 vé nhw Kogure dang hoi
vién canh sat dirng canh chung.

“Ngwoi phu nit dd cho but mdy va kinh vao tii. Sau do ho thi thdm
chuyén gi ddy nhwng tiéc la toi khong nghe dwoc. Hinh nhw ho da phdt
hién ra chuyén toi dang nghe lom thi phdi...”

“Chcvzng lé cdu khong nghe dwoc bdp bom doi ba cdu a?”

“Toi co nghe lodng thodng mdy tw nhw la dn trom, hay nguy tao gi
do...”

“Sao? That w?”

“Chdc vay a.”

“Chdng phdi ho dang néi dén chuyén hung thii phd phdch cin phong hay
sao q?” Kakitani néi. “Qud nhién ngwoi dan éng co tén Kamio Takeshi do
khong tam thwong. Anh ta da nhin ra dwoc ddy khong don thudn la hanh vi
clia mot tén trom nhdn lic chii nha di vdng ma ngay tir ddu hung thi da dot
nhdp vao nha vo'i y dinh sdt hai nan nhén roi.”

“Hwm, ddy co phdi suy ludn gi ghé gom ddau. Néu anh ta la mot tay
nghién trinh thdam vo van thi sé nhdn ra théi. Pang nao anh ta ciing thudc
logi do ma. Nghe ddau anh ta tiwng la do thudt gia con gi... Ngoai ra ho con
noi chuyén gi nira khong?”

“Ho vira ngdm nghia sdch vé va cdc tdp tai lidu trén gid, vira on lgi ky
niém cua ngn nhdn, nhwng toi khong nghe dwoc ndi dung cdu chuyén.



Ngwo'i phy ni¢ da riit mot cuén sdach kho’ nho tw gid sdch.”

“Sau do thi sao?”

“Ho nhin quanh phong, khong lau sau do thi rit a.”

“Ho chi mang khoi phong biit mdy, kinh va sdch théi sao?

“Toi nght vay.”

“Toi hiéu roi. Vat vd cho cdu qud.”

Takeshi tam ding doan ghi am. “Chu da bi xem nhw mot tay nghién trinh
tham v& van day.”

“Hinh nhw ho biét chuyén chu tirng 1a 4o thuét gia.”

“Kiéu gi ho ching tim hi€u vé quan clia chd & Ebisu roi. Chi ¢an nghe
ngoéng mot chit la bi€t ngay thdéi ma. Quan trong hon ca, ding nhw chu da
néi, canh sét ciing cho rang diy 1a mot vu giét ngudi cé k& hoach chir
khong phai hanh vi ciia mot tén trdm.”

“Ca chuyén cac ban hoc cung chdu déu la nhtrng ké tinh nghi w?”

“Pa th& con tinh nghi manh &y chir.” Takeshi khealng dinh.

Mayo ba't gidc ndm chit hai tay thanh nim dam, ding lic d6 dién thoai
cd c6 tin nhin d&n. Co kiém tra thir, tha’y d6 1a tin nhin cta Kenta. Noi
dung la: “Anh viea vé dén Tokyo. Thdt vat vd cho em vi phdi lam chii tang
cho hai budi 1é. C6 chuyén gi em cit goi cho anh nhé. Anh sé chay dén
ngay. Em nho giiv gin sic khde day.”

Mayo suy nghi mot ldt, doan nhén lai: “Cdm on anh da cat cong dén day
gitka liic bdn ron. Vé chuyén cong viéc, anh phdi cd’lén nhé. Em sé lién lac
sau.”

“Kenta a?”

“Vang. Chi da n6i chuyén gi v&i anh 8y thé?”

“Chau muo6n bi€t ha?”

“Vang.”

“Chau tra chu bao nhiéu?”

CO Mayo oat sang mot bén. “Lai ntra sao? Chi mdt vira hai phai thoi
chw.”

“Hw,” Takeshi cwoi khay. “Cau ta 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng nghiém tdc va
chinh trec. Chuyén d6 thi khdng can phai ban cai.”



“That 4?7 Cha nghi thé"a?”

“Van dé la cai gi qua cing khong t6t.”

“Gi th&. Y chii 1a gi? Chi mudn néi 14 anh &y nghiém tdc va chinh tryc
qui ay a?”

“Cha, th&' nao nhi? Chuyén nay néi dé€n day thoi.”

Mayo dap tay xudng ban. “That tinh, chd dung tuy tién k&t thic cau
chuyén nhw thé& chi.”

“Chuyén nay c6 phai do chi khoi mao dau.” Takeshi ben ding 1én. “An
to1 thoi.”

/“Chlfl nay, t t6i nay chu ty bo tién tdi ra nhé,” Mayo ngang mat 1én, Iw
madt nhin Takeshi.

“La sao?”

“Chd quén r6i a? Chd chau minh da thda thuin ngay ti dau con gi. Chau
s€ moi chi tién tro hai ngay va tién dn tinh dén bira trra ca ngay thir ba.”

Takeshi lam bd mat khé chiu, glp tirng ngoén tay ra chiéu dang dém.
“Hbém nay la ngay thr ba r'oi a?” Takeshi 1am bam nhw th€ dang ddc thoai,
doan lai gan ti quan do, 18y do khodc trong do ra.

“Chu di ra ngoai a?”

“Phai.”

“Chu dinh di dau?”

“Ra ctra hang tién lgi. D€ lo liéu bira t6i. Bo tién tui thi chi can thé'1a da
roi. Chir nha An nay dit 18m.” Takeshi khodc 40 r'6i bd ra ngoai.



Mayo chon sud't thit heo chién xu cho bira tdi. Lic nhin thdy hinh dnh mén
an trén thyc don, ty nhién c6 thd’y them. Xem ra sau khi lo li€u xong nhirng
st kién 16n, ttr 1€ canh linh clru cho d&n 1€ dwa tang, Mayo nhu trit dwoc
ganh ndng.

Pién thoai d& chudng khi c6 di td'ng hét chd thit heo chién xu cling bap
cai vao bung va udng hét bat canh miso. Nguoi goi dén la Kakitani.

Mayo vira nha’c may, dau diy bén kia da voi xin 10i: “Thanh that xin 16i
vi qudy ray trong lic c6 dang mét khi ddm tang vira méi két thdc.”

“C6 chuyén gi vay a?”

“Vang, thyce ra téi ¢c6 may chuyén muén nho ¢6 xac nhan gidp, liéu cd
c6 th€ danh thoi gian cho t6i khéng, chi mét lat thoi cling dworc.”

“Chuyén d6 khong thanh van dé, nhwng ngay bay gio u?”

“Vang, néu dwgc thi cang som cang t6t. Hién ¢6 ¢6 dang & 1t quan
Marumiya khong?”

“T6i dang & nha dn dwdi tAng mot.”

“Chd c0 cling dang & day a?”

“Khong, chu tdi dang & trong phong.”

“A.ra vay. Co6 Mayo nay, cd ¢6 bi€t & d6i dién Marumiya, ch&€ch bén kia
dwong ¢6 mot quan ca phé ci khéng? Quan tén la Flute.”

“T6i khong d€'y tén quan nhwng hinh nhw t6i da thd'y nd.”

“Khong biét c6 c6 the€ d&€n quan d6 khong? Khoang 8 gior t61, cd thay thé’
nao?”

“8 gior a,” Mayo nhin 1én d6ng h'6 treo twong. Bay gio dang 1a hon 7
gio 40 phuit.

“Ngoai ctra co treo tAm bién dé Pang chudn bi nhung c6 ¢ vao nhé,
dung ban tdm dén nd. T6i da ndi trede voi chi quén r'oi.”

“T6i hieu roéi.”



“Con nwra,” Kakitani hoi ha giong. “Néu dwoc thi ching t6i mudn cd dé€n
mot minh.”

Mayo ngay 14p tirc hi€u ra diéu d&i phrong mudn néi.

“Y anh 12 t6i khong nén din chi t6i d&n dy phai khong?”

“Véng, thi, y 1a nhw vdy. Ha ha ha,” Kakitani ¢6 rdn ra cwoi.

“T61 hi€u roi. Toi s€ d€n mdt minh.”

“Céam on cd. Hen gép lai ¢6.”

“Chao co nhé,” Kakitani n6i doan cip may.

Mayo bén ding 1€n khoi gh€’, néi voi ba chu 1 quan “Cam on ¢6 vE bira
in,” doan ra khoi nha #n. C6 dd bdo v&i ba &'y rang ¢6 the minh s& & lai day
thém mdt thoi gian.

Ba chu niém né dap lai: “Xin cd ctr thong tha. C6 ¢6 th€ ¢ lai diy dén
khi nao cling dwoge.” Mayo nghe néi k€ twr sau khi xay ra tham hoa Corona,
nganh kinh doanh khéach san & dau cling khdn don. Xem ra ba chu phai 18y
lam muwng khi ¢6 khach & tro dai ngay.

Mayo di d&n phong Takeshi, go ctra.

“Viao di.” c6 nghe tha'y mdt giong néi coc can.

Mayo bén mé cira, budc vao. Takeshi dang nam wdon trong phong,
nghich mdy tinh bang. Trén mat ban 1a h0p com mua & ctra hang tién loi,
ldc nay da rdng khong. Miéng tem ddn trén ndp hdp in chit Com hdp ba
mau. Khong bi€t cdi gi ba mau ntra. Gid cta né 1a 440 yén.

“Kakitani vira goi cho chau.”

Mayo ng'6i xudng bén canh Takeshi, k&€ cho chi nghe chuyén cd sip sira
di gap Kakitani.

“Co hoi d€'18y thong tin day roi.”

Takeshi 1ién ngdi day, bat dau luc tim gi dé trong chiéc tdi d&€ & géc
phong. Cudi cung chi &y 18y ra mot thir, dit xudng tredc mat Mayo. D6 1a
phu kién trang tri ¢c6 hinh mot chii bwedm mau den.

“C4i gi vay chid?” Mayo nhit chd budm 1én. N6 dwoc gin véi mot céi
kep.

“Mdy nghe trom. Ch4u gin né vao tdi x4ch di. Chdu cé tha’y phan dudi
clia né udn cong 1&én khong. PAYy chinh 12 cong tic. Trwdc khi vao qudn,
nh¢ bat 1én nhé.”



Mayo lién tuc bat 1&én, &n xudng cong tic khién né kéu tanh tach.

“Ch4u hi€u r'oi. D€ chi truc ti€p nghe xem canh sit hoi gi s& chic chin
hon 1a dgi chau vé k€ sau nhi? Nhung r&t cudce chi ¢c6 ma’y cai may nghe
trom vay?”

“Chd da bao day la @6 nghé cta chd con gi. P& v&i cac cau hdi cha
Kakitani, chdu ct trd 101 ddng sy that 1a dwoc. Khong ¢an phai néi doi. Tuy
nhién, ding ¢6 hé ra chuyén chi chau minh dang tw Tan theo chan twdng sy
viéc dd’y nhé.”

“Chau biét r6i. Chau khong ngdc dé€n mirc dd’y ddu. Ma khong biét
Kakitani dinh hédi chau chuyén gi ntra.”

“Thi, chd cling dodn dwoc dai khai,” Takeshi co tay Ién chiéc cam 1&m
ché'm rau ria. “Chéc 12 hdi vé cdc ban dong nién ctia chau thoi.”

Mayo khong khoéi gidt minh. “Cheamg bi€t c6 phai vay khong ntra.”

“Sau khi xem dong thé tén ctia khach dén di 1€ canh linh ctru va 1€ dwa
tang bd chdu, hin ddm canh sat da nhan ra phan nhi€u trong sd do6 la ban
hoc cung thoi voi chdu. Chwa k€ con 1la mét loat nhirng céi tén cé trong
Danh sdch Maeda. 1.& dwong nhién ho phai di€u tra ngon nganh cang s¢m
cang td't chr.”

“Nhwng chau nghi trong thé tén cling chi ghi Hoc tro cii thdi ma. Lam
sao ho bi€t da'y l1a ban cia chau duoc?”

“Pon gian thoi. Chi can bi€t ho tén day du la canh sat c6 th€ ddi chiéu
voi co s¢ dir liéu gidy phép lai xe. Trén gid’y phép 1di xe ¢6 ca anh chan
dung, thanh thir du ¢6 tring tén tring ho thi ho van phéin biét dwoc. Ngoai
ra, trén d6 con hi€n thi ngay thang nam sinh, do vay canh sat c¢6 the ngay
1ap tirc Tan ra nguoi d6 hoc khéa bao nhiéu thoi trung hoc.”

“A,ra viy.”

Mayo ciing c6 gidy phép ldi xe. C6 khong bi€t né lai dwoc canh sat s
dung cho nhirng viéc nhw thé nay.

“Néu mudn diéu tra cu thé vé nhirng nguoi ban dong nién dé thi cach
nhanh nhat 1a héi mot nguoi bi€t ré vé ho. Nhung ngd nho nguoi dé ¢
dinh lfu d&n vu an thi x6i hong bdng khong ma't. V€ di€m nay, ¢ thoi di€m
hién tai, Mayo dwoec coi la it c6 khd nang la hung tha nha't. Xem ra Kakitani
da dé xua't hoi chuyén chdu va Kogure danh mién cuwdng dong y,” Takeshi
dwa mét nhin xa xim, doan quay sang phia Mayo, cirdi nham hiém. “C§’ 1én



xem ndo. Chi c6 duy nha't mot quy tic vang d€ thu thap thong tin qua cudc
n6i chuyén. D6 la gidm d&€n mwrc t6i da khoang thoi gian im ling. Hay
khi€n cdu chuyén tré nén rdm ra nhw th€ ho la nhitng ngwoi ban tri ky cua
chau.”

Lidc nhin thdy tdim bi€n goi nhé vE nhirng ngay xwa cii, Mayo chot nghi
khong biét Tan cudi cuing c6 nhin thdy cum t& Qudn ca phé thudn tiy 1la &
quan nao cta Tokyo. C6 nhirng n6t nhac dirng canh nhau xung quanh dong
chtt Qudn ca phé thudn tiiy FLUTE. Xem ra chd quan 12 mdt nguoi yéu
nhac, hodc tirng lam cong viéc lién quan d&€n am nhac cling nén.

bing nhwe Kakitani néi, ngoai ctra c¢6 treo tdm bi€n Pang chudn bi.
Mayo bé cong dudi clia chd bwdm dang cai trén tdi danh tach mot céi, sau
d6 m&i mé cra. Tiéng chudng kéu leng keng trén dau co.

Bén trong quan kha réng, nhirng chié€c ban danh cho bdn ngwoi x€p canh
nhau. Hai ngwoi dan 6ng ng6i gan gitra 1ién ding diy. Mot nguwoi la
Kakitani, ngwoi con lai khong ngor chinh 1a Maeda. L€ dwong nhién, ngoai
ho ra khong con khach nao khéc. Song, c6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng téc bac ¢ vé
la chti quan dang dirng trong quay.

“Chiing toi thanh that xin 10i vi da qudy ray trong lic c¢6 dang mét moi
th& nay,” Kakitani cdi dau. Maeda ciing bét chudrc theo.

“Khong ¢6 gi,” vira néi Mayo vira ng'6i xudng ghé” doi dién.

“Tdi s& ¢ gidng hdi ngidn gon nha't c6 the. Pay 12 anh Maeda, doi tredng
doi tuAn tra tr s& canh sat tinh dén hd tror cho ching t6i.”

Puwoc Kakitani gidi thiéu, vién canh sat tré tuoi ben chao Mayo: “To6i 1a
Maeda.”

Khong th€ trd 101 “Toi ¢b biét anh,” Mayo danh dép lai “Chao anh.”

Hai ngwoi ciing ng'di xuéng theo Mayo.

“Co6 udng gi? Ca phé & quan nay ndi ti€ng khip viing da’y,” Kakitani hoi.

“Thoi, khong can dau.”



“Vay a,” Kakitani 1i€n nhin ra quay, khé gat dau. Ngwoi dan 6ng cé vé 1a
chll quén td ra hi€u ¥, bén lui vao trong, khui't tAm mét.

Mayo nhin quanh quén. Trén twong c6 dan ma’y to bia von la vé nhirng
dia nhac cu.

“Quén nay mang ddm khong khi cua thoi Chiéu Hoa c¢6 nhi? T6i nghe
néi tir ngdy mé ctra d&n gior cling sip dwore bdn muroi nim roi.”

Mayo thit sy ngac nhién trird'c ciu néi ctia Kakitani. “That vy sao?”

“Thoi nay, riéng chuyén c6 gat tan trong mot quan chuyén ban d6 én
thirc udng ciing khong phai xa la gi, nhung t6i rat hi€m khi nhin thdy mot
th nhw thé nay.” Kakitani dwa mét nhin ra mép ban. O dé6 c6 dat mot chiéc
gat tan thdy tinh dwoe ché tac tinh xao.

“Ong Kamio Eiichi ¢6 hiit thudc khong?” Kakitani quay sang nhin Mayo.

“B0O toi 4y a? Ngay xwa thi ¢4, nhwng 6ng da bd thudc twr cach day hon
muwoi nam r'oi.”

Mayo van con nhé d6 12 céi thoi tA't ca cdc hang taxi trén toan qudc déu
cam hut thudc.

“H6i d6 bd cd hay dung bat ltra loai nao vay?”

“Bat ltra w?”

“B6° ¢d ¢6 wa dung loai nao khdong? Mot chi€c bat Ira dau theo phong
cach vintage chealng han. Hay 6ng &y ciing dung loai bat Itra st dung mot
[an?”

“Loai wa dung... Cha, t6i khong nh¢, nhwng ¢6 khi bd' tdi diing bat lira
binh thwong cling nén. Chuyén dé thi sao?”

“A khéng, t6i chi dang nghi loai bat Itra ding mot Tn khong hop véi thu
phong hoanh trdng ctia bd" ¢6 théi. Trdi lai cd xem, n€u trong phong cé mot
cai tau thudc 1a chaamg phai s& hop 14m sao? Hoic xi ga gi d6.”

“A,” Mayo nghiéng dau. “Téi chua tirng nghi d&n chuyén d6.”

“Vay a. Thoi chét, toi that vo phép. Pay chi 1a ki€m chuyén lam qua thoi.
Tam gac chuyén d6 sang mot bén...” Kakitani bén stra lai tw thé ng'6i, deng
thaamg lwng 1én, nhin Mayo. “That vat va cho ¢6 vi phdi lo liéu 1& canh linh
ctru va 1& dwa tang. Toi ¢6 nghe céc diéu tra vién k& lai, mic du ai nd’y déu
dang lo 1dng vé dai dich Corona nhing xem ra khich d&n viéng ciing kh4
dong phai khong?”



“Cling nho troi thwong a.”

“Tw tdn ddy long, chiing t6i rdt cam kich vi gia dinh da cung cap thé tén
cta khach viéng d€ phuc vu cho cdng tic diéu tra. Phia ngwoi chiu trach
nhiém diéu tra cling nho’ t6i gwvi 101 cdm on dén ¢6.”

C6 18 nguwdi phu trach ma anh ta nhic d&n 1a Kogure. N&u vy thi xem ra
Mayo nén ti€p nhan loi cdm on &y nhw mot 1o cham choc thi hon.

“Neéu giup ich deoce cho céc anh thi tot qua.”

“D1i nhién la thwa strc gidp ich cho ching t6i roi. Chinh vi th&’ ma hom
nay ti m&i moi cd ra day nhu thé ndy. Ching 1a trong ldc diéu tra vé
nhirng ngwoi tham gia 1€ vi€ng, ching t6i nhan thd’y 16 rang s6” lwong ban
hoc cung thoi voi ¢6 chi€m da s6', vi the ching tdi dang dinh hdi chuyén ¢6
vé nhirng nguoi d6,” Kakitani mao dau, ndi dung ding nhw Takeshi da dw
doan.

“Chung t6i dang dinh hop 1&p vao Chu nhat t&i, téi nghi d6 1a 1y do,”
Mayo tra lori mot cau vo thudng vo phat.

“Chuyén hop 1op, t6i c6 nghe anh Haraguchi néi r'6i. V€ chuyén dé, xem
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nao...

Kakitani bén 18y mot tor gid'y ra khéi cap tai liéu roéi dit tredc méit Mayo.
b6 1a tor gid’y photocopy lai toan bd thé tén cta nhirng vi khach da dén duw
12 canh linh ctru va 1& dua tang. Trong d6, mdt vai céi tén dwoc ddnh dau
tich. Mayo ngay 14p tirc hi€u ra y nghia cta ching.

“Tdi nghi nhtng cédi t€n dwoc danh dau tich déu la cic ban hoc cung
khéa v&i O, khong biét c6 nham 1an gi khong? N&u con thiéu ai thi c6 néi
cho t6i biét voi.”

Mayo nhin lai mét lwot to photocopy, doan gat dau. “To6i nghi la ding
hét ro6i.”

Ho da danh da‘u tich ca Kashiwagi va Numakawa la nhirng cdi tén khong
c6 trong Danh sdch Maeda. Xem ra ding nhw Takeshi néi, canh sat da diéu
tra gidy phép ldi xe cua ta't ca nhirng ai da di€n vao thé tén la Hoc tro cii va
dwa trén ngay thang nam sinh d€'Tan ra ho hoc khda bao nhiéu.

“Vay trde tién ching ta bit dau tir cd Ikenaga Momoko nhé. Hinh nhu
c6 4y da ddm nhan khau tiép d6n trong I€ canh linh ciru va 1& dwa tang nhi?
Liéu tdi c6 the cho riang hai ngudi kha than thiét véi nhau khong?”

“Thi, ddng 1a nhw vay. C6 th€ n6i d6 1a nguoi ban than nha't cla t6i.”



“Co &y lam ngheé gi vay? T6i tha’y dia chi ghi trong thé 1a Yokohama.”

“Truwde day cd Ay ¢6 di lam, con bay gio thi & nha lam ndi tror. T6i nghe
néi ch'éng c¢6 &y cdng tac dai ngay Kansai, vi vy trong thoi gian nay cd ay
sdng & nha bd me dé.”

“C0 ¢0 bi€t ch'ong c6 2y l1am & dau khong?”

“T6i nhé khéng nhidm thi anh &y lam & Toua Land.”

Kakitani li€n ha hd'c mom.

“P6 1a mot cong ty gidi tri 1on nhi? Lam viéc xa nha mdt minh nhw thé’
va't va that.”

“Th& ma hom qua anh &y vin dé&n dy I€ canh linh ctru. Nghe dau anh Ay
cling ting 1a hoc tro cia bo t6i.”

“Vay a, vay a?”

Kakitani git g, con Maeda ng'6i bén canh thi g mdy tinh v&i vé mait
day nghi€m tic. Anh ta ddnh mdy kha nhanh. Xem ra anh ta dang ghi lai
toan bd ndi dung cudc tro chuyén.

“C06 Ikenaga Momoko c6 néi gi vé vu dn khong?”

“Ciing khong c¢6 gi dac biét. Nhung c6 ay td ra that sy dau long truedc sy
ra di cua bo t6i.”

“Gan day co6 &y c6 lién lac voi b6  c6 khong?”

“Nghe néi ¢6 &y da dé€n nha t6i d€ trao doi v&i bd' tdi vEé vy hop 1op.”

“C0 c6 hdi lic d6 ho da néi nhieng chuyén gi khong?”

“Ho ndéi vé 1€ twdng nhé mot ngwoi ban cing 16p dd mat tr hoi cap
hai... Anh nay,” Mayo nhin Kakitani.

“Anh dinh hoi can k€ nhw thé” nay vE ta't ca cac ban hoc ciing cia toi sao?
Tdi twdng anh bio 12 s& hdi ngin gon thdi ma.”

“Xin 18i c6. Mong ¢d hop tdc vdi ching t6i,” Kakitani chdng hai tay 1én
ban roi cui dau.

Mic di da phdt ngdy, song Mayo van nhé lai 161 ddn do ctia Takeshi,
phai khién cudc tro chuyén tréd nén rém ra.

“Thoi deore roi. Ti€p theo dén ai vay?”

“Vang, vay ti€p theo t6i xin hdi vé anh Sugishita Kaito. Nguwoi nay cling
da roi qué heong va hién dang s6ng & Tokyo nhi? C6 phai anh &y da lan



16i dwong xa d€ dén dw dam tang khong?”

“Khong, khong phai nhw vay...”

Mayo giai thich v€ viéc Sugishita dang ra't thanh cong & Tokyo trong vai
trdo ctia nguoi diéu hanh mot cong ty IT, song vi nhiéu 1y do nén hién tai
cau ta da vé qué song. Nghe Mayo n6i thém rang lic Sugishita goi dién hoi
tham bd" cd, 6ng &y da nho ciu hoc tro t van cho mdt khach san & Tokyo,
khong riéng gi Kakitani ma ngay cd Maeda ciing thay d6i sic miit.

“Anh Sugishita da goi di€n cho bd ¢d... Chuyén doé c6 that khong?”

“T6i nghe tw chinh miéng cdu ta ma. Cac anh ct&r viéc hdéi Sugishita 1a
bi€t ngay thoi.”

“T6i hieu roéi.”

Kakitani ng6i thing ddy, doan trao d&i ¥ gi d6 v&i Maeda qua dnh mét.
Con Maeda thi gé phim véi bd mat khé dam dam.

C6 vé nhur ding 12 canh sdt cling dang d&€ mit xem ai 12 nguoi biét
chuyén 6ng Eiichi 1én Tokyo. Moi chuyén d€u dung nhu Takeshi noi.

Ti€p dén, Kakitani chuyén sang héi vé Kugimiya Katsuki.

“Trong s& cac ban ctia cd c6 mdt ngwoi cue ky noi ti€ng. Toi ra't 18y lam
bit ngd. MaYy thang nhéc nha tdi cling thich Mé cung nhitng by ndo do
14m,” 4nh mét Kakitani tr& nén long lanh. “T6i nghe néi hom nay anh Ay
cling dén dy dam tang.”

“Vang, t0i ra't cdm kich vi ciu 4y ban ron nhw th&’ ma van dén.”

“Cd c6 ndi chuyén v&i anh &y khong?”

“Bon tdi chi n6i doi ba cau thdi. Toi khen ciu &y da gdt hai dwgre thanh
cong vang ddi, con cau ay thi bay t6 niém thwong ti€c bo t6i.”

“Ngoai ra hai nguoi c6 nhic gi d&n bd ¢d khong?”

“Nghe n6i gan day cau &y c6 gdp bd t61.”

“Khi nao vay?”

“Tuan treedc nira thi phai.”

D6 1a ngdy 25 thang 2, roi vao thit Nim, song vi cho rang nhé dich xéc
nhu thé thi khong dworc ty nhién cho 14m, thanh thir Mayo danh tra 161 map
mo'.

“Anh &y c6 chuyén gi dic bi€t sao?”



“Hinh nhr mdt s6 ban hoc cta t6i dang 1én k& hoach vyc day thi tran va
da nho b6 t6i dirng ra lam cau ndi d€ thuyét phuc Kugimiya gitip mot tay
nhung ciu ta khong mudn 6m rom ram bung nén da dén d€ khuyén bd’ toi
khong can phai can dy vao chuyén nay.”

Kakitani nghiéng dau kho hi€u. “Vuc day thi tran la sao?”

“Chuyén nay tdi nghe dwgc tir cac ban cuing 1op con ddu cua tai nheo thé&’
nao thi mong cdc anh ti xac nhan v&i bon ho gidp toi,” sau khi rao trwdc
nhur vdy, Mayo k€ cho Kakitani nghe chuyén phé giam d6c cong ty xay
dung Kashiwagi dang ap 0 k& hoach thay thé cho dy an Ngdi nha mé cung
do.

“Béan than t6i cling da mong cho' Ngdi nha mé cung do,” Kakitani bong to
ra budon rau. “T6i rat 18y lam ti€c khi dg an bi dinh chi. Cho du cé xay
dyng k& hoach vyc day thi tran d€ thay thé& thi qua that cling khong the
thi€u dwgc Mé cung do. Nhwng anh Kugimiya lai khdng man ma véi
chuyén nay a?”

“Céau &y cling mu6n gitp nhwng vi ra't ban nén nhirng gi ¢6 the' lam dwoc
cling chi ¢6 mirc do... A, xin 16i anh. Cau nay 13 Kokonoe néi chit khong
phai Kugimiya.”

“Kokonoe,” Kakitani 1ap lai, doan duwa mét nhin xudng. Hinh nhw anh ta
dang m@ sO tay & phia dudi.

“C6 phai cd6 Kokonoe Ririka khong?”

“Pung roi.”

“Tai sao co a7y lai néi vé chuyén cua anh Kugimiya?”

“Céi d6 thi tdi can phai giai thich mot chut.”

Mayo ke cho Kakitani nghe chuyén Kokonoe Ririka lam viéc cho mot
dai 1y quang cdo 1on & Tokyo nhwng hién tai cd ta dang ddm nhén vai tro
giong nhwr ngwoi quan 1y clia Kugimiya Katsuki.

“Thé€ c6 nghia 1a hom anh Kugimiya dén gap bo co, anh 2y khong di mot
minh ma di cung voi ¢6 Kokonoe phai khong nhi?”

“Puing vay. Nghe néi ctt 12 chuyén lién quan d&n cong viée thi chéc chin
Kokonoe cling c6 mat.”

“Puing ki€u mdt ngwoi quan 1y tai ba nhi,” Kakitani mim cwoi. “Ngoai
hém d6 ra, anh Kugimiya va c6 Kokonoe con lién lac gi v&i bd cO nira



khong?”

“Cha, t6i khong tha’y ho néi gi ca.”

_“Vay a? Ca nhan t61 ciing nghi n€u dwoc anh Kugimiya gop stec thi chéc
hin cong cudc vic day thi train s& tré nén ram ro 1dm, nhung xem ra khong
the’ doi hdi vo 1y dwore.”

“A vang,” Mayo chi con céch git ddu mdt cich map mo.

DPiing lic d6 c¢6 nghe thdy ti€ng chudng dién thoai phat ra ti trong tui.
Mayo bén 18y ra xem thix, thd'y nguoi goi dén la Takeshi.

“Xin 101, toi ra ngoai mot 14t dworc khong?”

“Purong nhién roi. Moi ¢d,” Kakitani 1ién ngtra tay 1én.

Mayo vua dp dién thoai 1én tai vira di ra khoi quan. “Alo, chdu nghe
day.”

“Cé vé nhur ho sip stra chuyén chii dé sang Makihara r'oi nhi,” Takeshi
noi.

“Chdu nghi vay. Lam thé& nao ha chu?”

“Né&u ho hdi thi chau c tra loi that. Nhung néu ho khdng hai thi ché ¢6
nhiéu loi. Vi du nhw doan trdo chuyén gitra chdu véi Moriwaki Atsumi
chang han.”

“Chau hiéu roi.”

“Thay vao d6, chd mudn chdu néi cau nay. Chd chuan bi doc day, chau
nh& néi nguyén xi nhw the” ddy.” Takeshi néi, doan cham rai doc cho Mayo
nghe 1o thoai do6.

Nghe xong, Mayo khong khéi b6i rdi. “No6i nhw vay ciing dwoc sao
ch?”

“Ch4u khong phai lo 1ng. Nhé néi cho ra h'on day.”

“Vang, chau s€ c6.”

Tha'y Mayo quay vao, Kakitani va Maeda vdi vang stra lai tw the".

“Toi that vd phép,” Mayo noi, doan ng'di xudng chd cil.

“Chung t6i ti€p tuc dugc chwa?” Kakitani hoi.

“Vang, ti€p theo cac anh mudn hdi veé ai vay?”

“Xem nao. Vay thi...” Kakitani nhin xudng dwéi roi lai ngang lén.
“Chung ta n6i vé anh Makihara Satoru nhé. Hinh nhw ngwoi nay dang sdng



& qué thi phai. C6 c6 bi€t anh &y lam nghé gi khong?”

“Makihara da d&n dy 1& canh linh clru ctia b&' tdi. Liic d6, tdi nghe cau ta
bao dang lam & Ngan hang Mitsuba.”

“0, héa ra 1a nhan vién ngin hang.”

Kakitani khong thé€ hién phan tng manh mé gi cho 1dm, song Mayo liéc
tha'y ma Maeda giat giat.

“Cu thé cau ta lam & chi nhanh nao thi tdi ciing khong r6 dau.”

“Khong sao. Hai ngwoi da néi chuyén gi & 1€ canh linh ctru?”

“Chung t6i chi chao hdi hét strc binh thwong thoi. Cau &y mudn biét bd'
t01 nghi theé nao veé cac ciu ay.”

Mayo va Takeshi da ban rat xom v€ tinh ti€t nay, song khong bi€t co
phai vi ¢d néi ra dé dang qué hay khong ma Kakitani lai khong c6 phan tng
gi dac biét.

“Binh thwong anh Makihara c6 hay qua lai v&i b6 ¢6 khong? Nhan vién
ngan hang hay c6 ki€u nho cdy ta't cad cdic mdi quan hé d€ c6 thém khach
hang ma. Tdi cho rang k& cd anh ta c6 1am vAy v&i bd co cling khong 18y gi
lam la.”

“Cha, t6i khong tha’y bd' téi nhic gi d&n chuyén d6 ca,” vira tra 161 Mayo
vira tin chic day chinh 12 thoi diém 1y twdng d&€ néi ra cau thoai ma Takeshi
da glri gdm. “Va lai, tir xwa bd tdi da khong hing thd véi ma’y thit nhw kinh
t&" hay dau tw sinh loi. N6i chung, bd’ tdi kha thi€u ki€n thirc trong nhirng
va'n dé lién quan d&n tai chinh. Vi th&’, mdi khi gip vudng méic hay trin tré
vé nhirng chuyén ki€u nhw vdy, 6ng hay thao luan v&i chu t6i.”

“Sao? Chii ma cd ndéi dén c¢6 phai la ngwoi d6 khong?” Kakitani tron xoe
mét. “Kamio Takeshi 4y?”

“Dung vay.”

“0, ra vay. Chuyén d6, th& nao nhi, that sy toi rat 18y 1am ba't ngo:. Nhin
chi ¢6 khong gidng ki€u ngwoi d6.”

“Chu @y kha 1a kho tinh trong chuyén ti€én nong day.”

bing ra Mayo mu6n n6i Takeshi chaalng nhirng kho tinh ma con ban tinh,
song vi luc nay ong chu 2y dang nghe cudc tro chuyén qua thi€t bi nghe
trOm nén co danh nwong tay.



“N6i m&i nhe, lic kham nghiém hién treong, chi ¢6 cling da dé xuat
voi thanh tra Kogure mot vu ca cwore nhi?”

“Chinh vi th& gia du gitra bd t6i va Makihara c6 sy trao doi gi lién quan
dén chuyén tién bac thi nhiéu kha nang b t6i da néi voi chd. Néu cdc anh
mudn xac nhan diéu gi v&i chu téi thi d€ t6i hdi cho.”

“Khong, chuyén dé khong dang d€ phién dén cd dau. Cam on ¢6.”

Sau d6, canh sit con hoi vé Kashiwagi va Numakawa ntra. Song Mayo
bi€t ra't it vé ho, dai loai nhw Kashiwagi dang lam pho gidm dd'c cho cong
ty xay dung cua bd cdu ta con Numakawa thi dang quan 1y mot quan nhau.
C6 ciing nhéc lai rang minh khong twong tan cho 18m vé k& hoach vuc day
thi trdn ma ho dang thuyc hién.

“Chung to1 da nidm r6 roi. That sy xin 18i vi dd 1am ma't nhiéu thoi gian
ctia ¢6. Cam on ¢0 vi da hop tac.” Kakitani ding ddy, cui ddu that thap.
Maeda ng'di bén canh ciing voi vang bét chude theo.

“Néu c6 thdong tin gi vé vu an, bén cac anh cé the€ ndéi cho ching toi
khong? Chi chau toi cling rd't mudn bi€t cong tac diéu tra dang ti€n trien
dén dau ro6i.” Mayo vira cam 187y tdi xach, vira noi.

“Vang, n€u do la thong tin cb the ti€t 16 dwore thi chiing t6i sé thong bao
cho ¢6 dau tién.”

Nghe Kakitani trd 1oi vé rd't hoa nha, Mayo khong khdi cam thdy sdo
rOng. N6i the” khdc nao bao “hién thoi chiing t6i khong dinh néi cho ¢d bat
ctr diéu gi.”



Lic Mayo vé dén I quan Marumiya thi kim dong h'é6 da nhich qua méc 9
gior dwgrc mot chit. Vay 1a ¢6 dd mét tron mot ti€ng ng'6i ndi chuyén véi
canh sit. Mayo cho ring minh khong thu hoach dwoc thong tin gi dang k&,
song khi ¢6 néi diéu d6 voi Takeshi, chi &y da dap lai: “Ciing khong hin
nhw vy dau.”

Takeshi cam dién thoai 1én.

“Lic chu goi dién, chdu da d€ lai tdi & chd ngdi ding khong? V&i mot
dra nhw chau thi day 1a mét quyét dinh rd't sang sudt. Nho' thé” ma chd da
ghi &m dwoc doan tro chuyén nay.”

Sau khi Takeshi thao tac trén dién thoai, Mayo li€én nghe thdy ti€ng noi
phét ra tw loa.

“Chiing ta khong cdn hoi vé cudc dién thogi ma nan nhdn da goi di vao
ngay 2 thdng 3 w?” Giong ndi li nhi d6 xem ra la cia Maeda.

“Nhin kiéu do chic co 4y khong biét gi dau. Co hdi ciing vo ich. Lé nao
thanh tra Kogure khéng nhic anh Maeda dirng dé doi phiwong nghe dwroc
nhitng chuyén khong can thiét hay sao?”

“A, chuyén do thi...”

“Qua cudc hoi ddp viea roi toi thdy co ay khong co vé gi la dang gidu
giém, ldt nita t0i sé van tiép tuc trén tinh than doé la dwoc phdi khong?”

“Vang, tuy anh.”

Takeshi dirng doan ghi 4m lai. “La nhw vy daYy.”

Mayo ngang mat 1én khdi dién thoai. Trong lic Mayo di nghe dién thoai,
hai ngwoi kia da néi nhitng chuyén nay v&i nhau sao.

“Cudc dién thoai ma nan nhan da goi di vao ngay 2 thing 3 la sao ha
cha?”

“Chéc 1a lich st cudc goi van con lwu lai trén dién thoai di dong hoic
mdy dién thoai fax ctia bd" chdu. Tuy nhién, treong hop goi twe dién thoai



ban, n&u chi lvu mdi lich st thi ciing chuwa chic bd chiu di néi chuyén véi
doi phwong. Cling ¢6 kha nang dau day bén kia khong nghe mdy. Nhwng
canh sdt chi cAn hdi cong ty vién thong 1 s& biét ngay cudc goi c6 dworc két
nd1 hay khong. Chéng c6 1y gi canh sat lai khong 1am the". C6 1€ cach suy
luan thda dang nha't 1a canh sat da xac nhan dwoec vao ngay mung 2 thang 3,
b6 chau da goi dién néi chuyén voi ai d6.”

Mayo khong khoi than phuc triede sy nhanh tri cia Takeshi, tinh d&€n moi
kha nang va dwa ra két ludn ngay tirc thi. Khong th€ tin dwgc diy cling
chinh 1a cdi ngwoi cir hd ra 1a lai voi tién chau gai.

“Nghe ki€u néi chuyén cia hai ngwoi dé thi ¢6 vé nhwr ngwoi ma bd’ chau
goi dién 1a mot trong nhirng nhan vat da xua't hi€n trong doan tro chuyén
tredre d6. C6 the€ 1a Momoko, cé the 1a Kugimiya. Cling ¢ kha ndng day la
Sugishita Xuat Ching hoac Kokorika. Du la ai di chang ntra thi ban than
ngwoi d6 cling da khong ndi cho chau biét chuyén ho nhian dwoc dién thoai
ctia bd chdu.”

“Ai dwgc nhi?... Chau to mo ghé.”

Piing lic Mayo 14m bam nhuw vay thi dién thoai clia c¢d bdo tin nhin dé&n.
D6 12 tin nhin clia Momoko. No6i dung 13 “Bay gio t& goi cho ciu dwoc
khong?” B&i vady Mayo quyét dinh chu dong goi trwdrc.

Pién thoai k&t ndi ngay 14ap tirc, Momoko néi bang giong dy ndy: “Té
xin 10i, ldc nay c6 tién cho c4u khong thé?”

“U, khong va'n dé gi. That sy cdm on cAu ra't nhiéu vi da tiép khdch gidp
t& hai hom nay. May ma c6 cau.”

“Cau dwng d€y chuyén d6. Ma nay, gio’ t& dang & quan ciia Numakawa
day. Haraguchi cling dang & day.”

“O, vay ha? Quan ctia Numakawa &y 2?”

“Thyc ra bon to dang ban vé vu hop 1op. Khéng biét nén lam thé” nao.
K€ ra ban lic nay cling ¢6 vé vd tam vi dam tang cda thdy Kamio vira m&i
két thic, nhwng ciing khong con thoi gian nira.”

“A, ciing phai nhi?”

“Pung 1a bon t¢ cling phai nghe y ki€n cta ciu ntra. Vi th&’, néu dwgc thi
cdu dén day nhé?”

“Ha, ngay bay gior 4?”” Mayo nhin 1én d6ng h'0, bay gio 1a chin ruai toi.
Ciing chwa mudn cho 14m.



“Chéc cau dang mét nén bon t& cling khong ép dau. Nhung chd niy c
the di bd dwoc tv Marumiya nén t& dang nghi khdng bi€t ciu thdy thé&
nao.”

Ng6i k& bén, Takeshi dang viét ngody gi d6 vao mot to gid'y nhd, doan
dwa cho Mayo xem. N6i dung la: “C di di.” Xem ra nghe cach Mayo néi
chuyén, chi 2y da dodn ra 1a Momoko dang rt ré c6 di dau do.

“T& biét roi. Gio té s€ dén d6. Cau doc cho t& tén quan ciia Numakawa
di. Chic t& s& tra dwore dja chi.”

Sau khi nghe t€n quan va cip may, Mayo ben thudt lai tinh hinh cho
Takeshi.

“Khong chirng chiing ta s€ thu dwoc nhirng thong tin méi mé. Chau dung
qua chén ma lam thui chdt ma't kha nang nghe ngéng thong tin da’y nhé.”

“Vang, chdu s€ chud y. Tra céi nay cho chi n¢,” Mayo dwa mdy nghe trom
hinh con bud'm dang gin & tii x4ch cho Takeshi. “Thdi, chau di day,” doan
cd ding day.

Mayo dinh ct the ra khdi phong, song Takeshi da goi v&i lai tir ding sau.
Chu &y budc dé€n gan ¢6 v&i bo mat nghiém nghi.

“Chau bao ch'dng ciia Momoko lam & cong ty Toua Land nhi?”

“Dung vay, nhung chuyén do thi sao a?”

“Chu nh¢ trede day da twng doc tin tie trén mang. K€ twr sau tham hoa
Corona, cdng ty d6 chil y&u 1am viéc tir xa. Chua k&, chic chan ho da dé ra
phrong chim 12 vé nguyén tic s& khong c6é chuyén di cong tdc xa dai
ngay.”

“Sao a?” Mayo thot 1én. “Chuyén d6 c6 that khong chi? Nhung
Momoko...”

“Cht chi néi thé théi. Chid da bdo day 1a vé nguyén tic con gi. Chuyén
gi cling c6 ngoai 18,” Takeshi mim cwdi. “Lau 1dm ro6i chdu méi dwoc udng
cung cdc ban ding khong nao? Qua chén thi khéng dwgc, nhwng nhé di cho
vui vé,” Takeshi vd vai Mayo ddanh bop mot cdi, doan xoay lwng lai.



bing nhe Momoko néi, tv Marumiya d&€n quan cia Numakawa ma't chwa
day muoi phit di bd. P6 1a mdt quan nhadu mo6 phong theo phong cach cua
mot ngdi nha ¢d, ctra ra vio dang d€ mé. Chic 1a d& phong chdong dich
Corona.

Bén trong sdng stia va rong rai, nhirng bd ban ghé” m&i toanh x&p thanh
hang. Mot cap doi ding tu6i dang ngdi & goc quan.

“Xin moi vao,” nir nhan vién deo khau trang ca't ti€ng.

Momoko va Haraguchi dang ng6i & quay. Truedc quay ¢6 dyng mot tim
nhya trong sudt dé phong tranh 1ay lan dich bénh, Numakawa dang dirng
sau tam nhya. Nhin ra Mayo, ciu ta li€én gioo mdt tay lén, Momoko va
Haraguchi cung ngodi dau lai.

“P€ cac cdu phai cho r6i.” Mayo ndi, doan ng6i xudng bén canh
Momoko.

“Mayo, bon t& xin 16i nhé, bit cu d&n diy thé nay.”

“Khong sao, khong sao. Cudi cung cling dwoe giai thoat khdi vai tro cta
ngwoi chu tang, thanh thir t& cling dang mudn udng day nay.”

Péu tién Mayo goi bia twoi, ¢6 néi “Cam on cac cdu,” trede khi nghiéng
c6c udng. Ngim ra thi k&€ tr hom vé qué, day 1a Ian d4u tién Mayo udng
do co con.

Mayo ngim khudn mit nghiéng ctia Momoko va nhé lai 1&i Takeshi néi.
Cong ty Toua Land da bai bd ché&” dd cong tdc xa nha dai ngay sao? Nhung
chinh mi€ng Momoko néi chdong cd &y, anh Ikenaga Ryosuke dang di cong
tdic & Kansai ma. HOm qua, ngay ban than anh ta cling khong phu nhén
chuyén do.

Co6 1€ Mayo khong can ban tam. Takeshi cling néi chuyén gi cling c6
ngoai 1€ réi ma. Co6 ty nhu tam thoi s€ khong nghi t&i chuyén nay ntra.

Ciap do6i ding tuoi roii khdi quan sau khi thanh toan xong xudi. C6 nhan
vién dang khtr trung chi€c ban ho vwa ng6i. Chi con lai nhém Mayo &
trong quan.

“Chic cidu dang nghi quidn t& vang tanh nhw chiia ba danh nhi?”
Numakawa dat mén khai vi xudng tredc Mayo, néi. “Cudi tuan con do chir
ngay thwong lic nao cling thé nay. Mac du trwdc khi ¢6 dich Corona thi
quin nay dwoc moi ngudi chudng 1dm. H6i dong khéch t& con tuyén dén
ba nhén vién co’.”



“Tinh trang chung cta cac ctra hang an udng roéi.” Haraguchi néi. “N&u
dan khong dén cic khu du lich ntra thi s€ thanh nhw the” thoéi. M2y quén
nhau dang 18y regru chd & sé déng ctra trong nim nay da’y.”

“Nghia 12 chiing ta chi con cdch cén ring chiu dwng cho dé&n khi c6 thudc
di€u tri tuyét dd1 hi¢u nghi¢ém hodc vaccine w?”

Trudc cu hdi ciia Mayo, Numakawa danh cwoi khd va nghiéng cdi ¢O
map map.

“K€ cd thé thi liéu ¢ trd lai nhw cli dwore hay khong? Béi vi s€ ¢é nhiu
ngwoi quén mat cam giac di nhau ngoai hang. Chwa k€ ban than thi tran
nay con thi€u strc hit. Néu khach du lich khong them dén thi ki€u gi cling
khén don.”

“Vi th& ma céac ciu phai nho d&€n Mé cung do nhi,” Momoko quay nguoi
sang phia Mayo. “Numakawa dang nghi d€n vi€c tan trang lai quan nay
theo phong cach Ngoi nha mé cung do dd’y.”

“Qi, that 47” Mayo ngwéc nhin Numakawa.

“T¢ nghi minh phéi lam diéu gi d6. T ¢an mot thir ¢6 the thdi thic gidi
tré nhic dén trén cac trang mang xa hdi. Hinh nhw Haraguchi ciing dinh dat
cho loai rwou m&i ctia ciu &y mot cdi tén gin 1ién v&i Mé cung do. TS
thd’y y twdng do6 ciling thd vi. Té dang tinh dén ldc &y sé ban rdng rai &
quan cta té... Nhi?”

Th&y Numakawa tim ki€m sy d6ng tinh & minh, Haraguchi bén gai dau
ddp “U thi th&,” doan nhin Mayo v&i mot nu cwdi nom c6 vé khé xir.
Haraguchi da chdp thoi co, nho b6 Mayo dirng ra lam cau ndi voi
Kugimiya, song Mayo doc dwoc trén mdt ciu ta cau “Lam on gitr bi mat
chuyén do.”

Xem ra tat cd moi ngwoi déu dang cd hét sirc. C6 vé nhw doi voi thi
tran nay, Mé cung nhirng bo ndo do la anh sang hy vong duy nha't, hon ca
nhirng gi Mayo twédng twong dworce.

“Ma Mayo nay, vé vu hop 1&p, theo cdu ching minh nén lam th& nao?”
Momoko vao chu dé chinh.

Mayo nhap mdt ngum bia, doan dét coc xudng.

“Ln trede t& cling néi voi Haraguchi roi, cac ciu cir to chire thoi. Co
diéu, t& xin ki€u. T¢ khong muén moi nguoi phéi gite y véi minh.”



“Té da néi voi cau rat nhiéu Tan 1a bon t& khdng gitr y gite tir gi dau
ma.”

“T& cling nghi vdy day,” ngdi bén trong quiy, Numakawa néi. “Chic
chin nhitng ban khong th& d&n du 1& canh linh ciru va 1& dwa tang thay sé
mudn chi it cling dwgc chia budn v&i ciu trong budi hop 1op. Pung 1a h'6i
cap hai, c6 mot s ban né tranh cdu vi cdu la con géi cia thady Kamio,
nhwng bay gio bon minh cling Ié'n ca réi, nhitng chuyén nhw thé khong con
lién quan gi ntra dau.”

“To dong y,” Haraguchi khé gio’ tay.

bing lic d6, Mayo nghe thdy ti€ng chudéng dién thoai phat ra tw dau do.
Nguoi rit dién thoai ra 1a Numakawa.

“U, alo... U, dwong nhién 12 véng rdi... Bao tron quéan 4? A, thit ra bon
Haraguchi dang & day. Ngoai ra con ¢c6 Honma, vira nay ca Kamio ciing t&i
nira...Ngoai ra khong con khich ndo khéc. Sao co? ... A, vdy ha... Ciing
dwore. Té hi€u roi. VAy hen gdp cdac cdu sau nhé,” sau khi cip may,
Numakawa quay sang nhin nhém Mayo.

“Bon Kashiwagi chuan bj toi day.”

“O, tring hop qué nhi,” Haraguchi néi. “Ngoai ra con ai nita?”

“Thay bao Makihara ciing di cung. R'6i cd bon Kugimiya cting dén.”

Nghe Numakawa néi, khong riéng gi Mayo ma ngay ca Momoko va
Haraguchi cling t6 ra ngac nhién.

“Hinh nhw Kashiwagi da nai ép ho dén. Ciu ta bao t& l1a né€u cé khach
khdc thi phién 1dm nén sé& bao tron quin. Nghe t& néi cdc ciu dang & day,
clu ta cang hoan nghénh. Vi th€’, trede tién t& phai treo cdi nay ra ctra da,”
Numakawa 18y t&'m bi€n dé cht Pa dar trwoc tie trén gia xudng, doan ra
khdi quay.

“So’ cdi cau Kashiwagi nay that. Pam tang thdy Kamio vira m&i két thiic
ma ciu ta da c¢6 hirng dam phan véi Kugimiya roi.”

Momoko néi giong ngac nhién.

“Chinh nhirng ngay nhw thé ndy m&i dé ra dd’y,” Haraguchi nhin nh.
“Té doan cau ta da vién ¢ mudn moi ngwoi cing twdng nhd dén thay
Kamio. Chéc chin Kashiwagi s& chiéu dii bira t6i nay.”



“Th&, chic dn t&i xong cdu ta s& chuyén dia di€m d€ thuyé&t phuc
Kugimiya nhi? Lam t&t 14m, that khong hS danh Jaian mot thdi.”

“Ha ha ha,” Numakawa cuoi cot trong ldc quay tré lai quéy.

“No6i méi nhe, ciu ta van b goi sau lung 1a Jaian nhi?”

“Pung roi, con Makihara la Suneo.”

“Thid vi that, ngay ca khi di treédng thanh mdi quan hé d6 van khong
thay d6i,” Haraguchi vira cwoi vira ti rét bia cho minh. “P&i véi Ngan
hang Mitsuba thi cong ty xdy dung Kashiwagi la khach hang sOp nha't
viing. Suneo vinh vién khong ddm ngahg dau truedc Jaian.”

Mayo vui vé nghe cac ban tro chuyén. Ngay cd mot ngwoi gior day da cé
dwoc dia vi nhat dinh nhw Kashiwagi, ho van c¢6 th€ vi von v&i mot nhan
vat truyén tranh quéc dian d€ r'oi cwoi cot voi nhau nhw thé, diay ding la
dac quyén cda ban cung 16p.

“Co ma cdi tay Jaian d6 gio’ lai ti€p dai Nobita, thé gi¢i nay ding la
khong th€ biét tredrc diéu gi nhi,” nét mat Numakawa tr¢ nén nghiém tic
hon mot chit. “Ngit ndi ching minh ciing chéng th€ cwoi cau ta duoc. Khi
cudc song tre nén khdn khd vi Corona, ngwoi chiing ta mudn nho cdy lai
ching phai Jaian — k& d4u s mdt thoi ma lai 12 Nobita, ngwdi ma sudt thoi
cap hai ching ta da tham coi thwong. K€ ra tui minh cling vu loi that.”

“N6i nhw cdu thi néi lam gi. V&i cd, trong phim Doraemon, Nobita cling
hay ctru ngwoi ma,” trong con tuyét vong, Haraguchi danh 1y sy cun.

R6 rang Nobita ma ho nhic dén 4m chi Kugimiya Katsuki. Mic du
khong lwoi bi€ng cling chaamg tly tién nhw Nobita song khong the phd nhan
ring sy hién dién ctia Kugimiya rat m¢ nhat va moi ngwdi thuong xem nhe
cdu ta. Nguwoi da dirng ra 1am 14 chin cho Kugimiya chinh 13 Tsukumi
Naoya. Mayo ¢4 cadm gidc mdi khi & ciing Tsukumi, Kugimiya lai dwgc bao
boc trong cam giac an toan. Tom lai, Tsukumi chinh 1a Doraemon.

Mayo nh¢ lai Tan dau tién cd cing Kugimiya thay mat ca 1op dén tham
Tsukumi. Nam trén giwong bénh, Tsukumi d3 mirng r& chao dén hai nguoi:
“O, lau roi méi gip cac ciu.” Nghe Mayo hodi “Ciu c6 khde khong?”
Tsukumi 1ién dap “T¢& chi khoe vé mat tinh thén thoi,” roi mim cwoi.

“Ngudi ta da phat triéh ra't nhiéu loai thudc, du bj bénh mdu tring thi
chwa chic da chét ngay dau. N6i vay chtt t& nghe néi hau hét moi ngudi
déu khoi day. Nhung voi treong hop cua to thi chwa biét thudc nao hiéu



nghiém, cdc bac si bénh vién dang thi hét loai nay dén loai khac cho to.
Ma cung chua bi€t thé€ nao.”

Mic dau dang nhic d&n mdt van dé nghiém trong song Tsukumi van néi
bang cai giong ung dung chfmg khac nao dang dy doan thtr ty x€p hang
trong mén bong chay chuyén nghiép, nhr néi chuyén cia nguoi khic
khong bang.

Song, nhin vao khudén mat cia Tsukumi, rd rang ciu dang & trong tinh
trang khong the néi nhirng cau vé wu vo lo nhw th€” dwgrc. Téc ciu da rung
hét, 16ng may va 16ng mi cling da bi€n mat. Con than hinh lyc lwong voi
nhitng co’ bip sin chic dem dé&n cam gidc tin c4y khi & bén thi tré nén tong
teo nhw the Tsukumi da tré lai lam mot cau bé.

“Pung vay,” Kugimiya hua theo. “B&i vi y hoc da ti€n bd khing khi€p
roi ma. C4u ctr binh tinh cho doii, sdm mudn gi ciing sé tim ra thuéc hiru
hiéu.”

“T¢ cling nghi vdy. Tam thoi to chi con cach cho dgii. Chinh vi thé” ma
Kugimiya nay, cdu chuan bi cho t& doc tdic pham mdi cua cau di nhé. Ck
nim mii trén giwong the nay t& chan khong chju ndi nira roi. Cau van dang
ve tdc pham m&i ding khong? Tinh hinh thé nao ro6i?”

“U, t& van dang tic tic vé&.”

“Gi vay chr? Khi nao v€ xong, nhé mang dén day ngay da’y.”

“T& bigt roi ma. TS s& ¢&,” ngdi bén giwdng bénh, Kugimiya khé nim
chat tay.

Thay Mayo bdi r&i khong hi€u chuyén gi, Tsukumi bén n6i.

“Cau ghen tj Iim ding khong, Kamio. T 1a doc gia dau tién va cling 1a
duy nha't doc truyén tranh do Kugimiya vé da’y.”

Thi ra la nhw vdy, Mayo hi€u ra. Ai cling bi€t Kugimiya dm hoai bao tr¢
thanh mdt tac gia truyén tranh. Chinh Tsukumi chir khong ai khéac 1a nguoi
lan truy€n cdi tin &y. Song Mayo khong nghi trén thyc t& Kugimiya da hoan
thanh mot tdc pham va d€ cho Tsukumi doc.

Theo 1¢i ho k& thi vo'n di co’ duyén khién hai ngudi tré nén than thiét bt
ngudn tw truyén tranh ma Kugimiya v€. Nghe néi h'd6i mdi 1én cap hai chwa
dwoc bao 1au, hai dira tng cdm nhdm cdp sach ctia nhau. L'an d6, Tsukumi
da 1o doc dwore tac pham truyén tranh do Kugimiya ty sdng tic vi cdu ta
lubn cd't trong cdp sach mang theo nguoi.



Tsukumi néi ring ciu &y di ba't ngo d&n ndi khdng dirng virng ndi.

“T¢ da nghi Kugimiya ding 1a chuyén nghiép dén hoan hao. Khong chi
vé tranh dep ma c6t truyén clia ciu &y cling cyc ky thi vi. T¢ da mot budc
tréd thanh fan hAm md cta ciu &y. Fan him m6 cua Kugimiya Katsuki. Vi
thé" to da ch dong ngd y v&i cdu ay. D€ nghi ciu 4y lam ban vd&i té. Vi
néu th& t& ciing c¢6 cdi d€ khoe khoang con gi. Twong lai nhid't dinh
Kugimiya s& tré thanh mot tic gia truyén tranh dat khach. Pén lic d6, néu
nhw t& ¢6 th€ khoe v&i moi nguoi cdu Ay l1a ban than cta t& thi ngdu hét
sdy con gi.”

Nghe Tsukumi say swa k& chuyén, Kugimiya ng'6i bén canh giwvong bénh
ctr tdm tim ra chiéu bén 1&€n. Nhung di nhién la nom ciu &y ciing ra't vui.

Xem ra d6i v&i Kugimiya thi Tsukumi ddng 1a Doraemon that. Nhirng
ciu noi khich 1& day nhiét thanh ctia ngwoi ban than da trg thanh chong
chong tre hay cdnh cira than ky ti€p thém diing khi cho Nobita.

Trong lic Mayo dang mién man nghi vé nhirng chuyén d6 thi bong nghe
thad’y mot giong ndi trdm vang cit 1én tir sau lung: “O, céc cu tap trung ca
¢ day a?”

Mayo ngodi lai dung lic Kashiwagi dang di vao. Mac du bd tang phuc
cau ta mac hdm qua ciing da lam todt 1én vé quyén uy, song bd com-1é mau
kem lai cang hop hon v&i than hinh vam v&, to ngang ctia Kashiwagi,
khi€n Mayo lién twd'ng d&€n mot 6ng trum mafia.

“Kamio, va't va cho cdu roi. Cau khong mét ch?”

“U, t& on. Cam on ciu.” Theo sau Kashiwagi 1a Makihara, tiép dén la
Kugimiya. Ngwoi xud't hién cud6i cling 1a Kokonoe Ririka. C6 ta khoac 4o
khodc mua thu mau niu nhat bén ngoai chi€c vay li€én than mau xanh da
troi. Ca hai déu la nhitng mén @6 ma nhirng ngwoi khong tw tin vao than
hinh ctia minh hén s& khong ddm dién, ching todt ra vé quyén ri khong
giong bd tang phuc ma Kokonoe di mic sidng nay. D& chirng néu di ludt
qua c0 ta trén dwong phd Tokyo, ngwoi ta s€ phai ngodi nhin.

Tha’y Ririka lai gan, Mayo bén ding 1€n khoi ghé’.

“Kokonoe, cdm on cdu chuyén sdng nay, ca Kugimiya ntra.”

Ririka Iién nhiu may td vé bu'dn rau, doan lic dau.

“Cé gi dau. Toi ciing dang néi véi Katsuki 12 that may mén vi hai dira da
dwoce nhin mit thay I4n cudi. R6i ddy chic ciu s& budn 1dm, t6i mong 1a



ciu s& sdm vui vé tré lai,” Ririka néi ning lvu lodt ¢t nhw mot nix dién
vién vady. Con Mayo nghe chi thd’y giong loi thoai trong kich ban.

“Céam on ciu,” du vay ¢d van noéi 1o cadm on.

“Cha, tam thoi ching minh ¢ ng'6i xuéng di da. Xem nao, ngdi dau
dwore nhi?” Kashiwagi 1li€c nhin quanh quan, doan quay sang phia
Kugimiya. “Tién sinh muén ngdi chd nao?”

Mayo khong khéi giat minh. Xem ra cam gidc khong tin vao tai minh
chinh 1a nhw th&" nay day. Goi mot nguoi da ¢6 thoi hoc cling 1op véi minh
l1a “ti€n sinh” ma giong di€u chfmg c6 mot chut geong gao nao.

“T6i thi ng6i dau cling dwoc... Cau cir quyét di.”

“Vay a? Thé& thi moi tién sinh ngdi & chd gan twong kia cho rong rii,
thodi mdi nhé... Chic 1a dwoc diing khong Numakawa?”

“U, ctr chon chd nao céc cau mudn,” ngdi bén trong quay, Numakawa
dap.

“Cac cau cling ngdi cung bon nay luén ch?” Kashiwagi cdt ti€ng hoi
nhém Haraguchi dang ng'6i & quay.

“A, th&' nao bay gio’ nhi?” Haraguchi td ra boi rdi, ng'di nhap nhom.

“T¢ xin ki€u. T¢ ngdi ddy dwge roi,” Momoko xua tay. “Cac cau ban
chuyén cong viéc diing khong? Té ma ra qua’y ry thi khong hay cho 18m.”

“Vay thi tam thoi t& vAn ngoi ddy,” Haraguchi ng'di han xudng.

“T¢ cling mudn ng'di & quiy,” Mayo néi doan ng'6i vao chd cii.

Piing ldc d6, cd nghe thdy tiéng tin nhin phdt ra tir trong tdi. Lic 18y
dién thoai ra va nhin vao man hinh, Mayo khéng khoi tron tron mét kinh
ngac. Tin nhin d&n ti Takeshi v&i ndi dung 1a: “Ra chd Kashiwagi ngbi
di.”

Mayo khong hi€u chuyén nay la th& nao, th& roi cd nin lang khi nhin vao
cdi mil trum dAu trén 4o hoodie ciia minh. C6 mdt con budém dwoc dinh
trén mép vai. Chinh la cdi may nghe trom d6. Ngay trede khi Mayo ra khoi
phong, Takeshi dd vd vai cd, chic chin lic d6 chd &y da gin may nghe
trdm vao 4o ¢6. Nhwng vi song khong dé€n noi nén xem ra Takeshi dang &
gan day. Tom lai, toan bd cudc tro chuyén tr nay dén gio déu da bi 6ng chu
ay nghe lén.



Mayo ra't bwc minh nhwng gio khong phai ldc d€ tire gian. Co ben ding
day.

“Hay t& ra day ngoi ¢6 dwoe khong? T sé khong qui’y ray cac cdu
dau,” Mayo néi voi Kashiwagi.

“0, di nhién roi. Xét theo nghia nao do thi ciu la nhan vét chinh t61 nay
ma. Con nira Numakawa, bira hdm nay t& sé€ chii chi. Héa don & quéy cau
cling chuyén sang day cho t¢ luén nhé.”

Mot vai ngedi vO tay. “Cau ding 14 hao phéng that,” ngwdi 1én tiéng 1a
Momoko. Chi minh Kokonoe Ririka 1a khong cwoi. Mayo bén ng'di xuéng
canh co ta.

N©& nhin vién mang may chai bia va c6c thly tinh toi. Kashiwagi ngay
1ap tirc cam chai bia 1én.

“Puorc roi, vi ching ta vira m&i chuyén dia di€m nén tredc tién moi tién
sinh mdt c6¢c nwra.”

“Cam on.” Kugimiya néi roi chia cdc ra. Xem ra céu ta khong tha’y ngai
ngan khi dwoc goi 1a “tién sinh”.

D6 uéng dwoec chuyén cho ti't cd moi nguoi. Ping lic Mayo vira trom
nghi chic khong doi ndo Kashiwagi nhic d&n chuyén cung ly dau thi ciu ta
bdng 1am bd mit nghiém nghi, goi tén Mayo.

“That sy to ra't 18y lam ti€c vé chuyén Ian nay. Ban than to cling dau
long 14m. Chi it t& cling mudn cAu chic cho linh hdn thay Kamio dwoc
siéu thoat. Moi ngwoi cing mac ni€ém va nang cd'c thanh kinh nao.”

Nghe loi kéu goi cia Kashiwagi, nhitng nguoi khac cling cam coc cla
minh 1&n. “Mot phit mic niém bit dau,” giong Kashiwagi vang 1én. Mayo
cling nhim mit lai, trén tay cAm coc bia, trong dau thim nghi: “Qua la
Jaian c6 khac.”

“Ma cdu thi sao, Kamio? Lau roi mé&i vé qué, ciu thdy thé nao?” Khi
nhitng cdu chuyén tdn giu sau man mic niém di tam ling xudng,
Kashiwagi quay sang hoi Mayo.

“Thé€ nao la sao?”

“Cau khong nghi thi trdn minh da tré nén tham hai 14m sao? V&n di noi
nay cling cheamg thinh veorng gi cho cam, nhung du sao day cliing 1a vung
dat du lich c6 strc hiit nha't dinh. Khu viec quanh day ting kha nhon nhip.
Viy ma sao ndo, gio lai ra ndng ndi nay. Mot khu phd” mua sim ma s&



lwgng ctra hang sdp tiém con nhiéu hon s6 dang kinh doanh thi cdu thay
thé' nao?”

“Hir...m,” mot cAu hdi ma Mayo ching biét ddp sao ngoai am . “Tam
ndy, khip nwdc Nhit noi nao chging vay. Cho dén khi dich Corona hoan
toan ling xudng thi chiing ta danh phai chiju thoi chit sao.”

“Cau nght sau khi dich bénh lﬁng xudng khach du lich s€ quay tro lai,
noi nay s€ lai so1 dong nhw ngay xwa uw?”

“Chuyén d6 thi t& khong biét...”

Mayo chi chyce néi ra cau: “Pung c6 hdi t&.”

“T¢& 18y vi du nhé, hién gior Disneyland & Tokyo van dang han ché& don
khach ding khong? Theo cau néu dich Corona dwoc ki€m sodt va cac han
ch&” dwoc g bd thi s& thé” nao? Chic chin khich tham quan s& lai chen
chic nhu trede ddy. Ma khong, to dam ca khach con dé€n ddong hon ca ngay
xwa 4y chr. Nhitng ngwoi da phai ki€m ché” thé nao cling d6 x6 dén cho
ma xem. Cau ciing nghi thé” dung khong?”

“Um, chdc th& that.”

“Nhung & day thi sao? Cau cé nghi noi nay cling s€ dwoc nhw thé
khong? Ngoai kia thi€u gi khu du lich. T¢ cam doan sau khi dich Corona
tam ling xudng, ngwdi dan dwoce ty do di lai thi nhitng khu du lich tuénh
toang nhw thé nay ki€u gi cling bi x&p sau.”

“Ciing c6 th&, nhung dem so v&i Disneyland thi khong phai vo 1y 14m
sao?”

Kashiwagi chdm rai 18y tw trong tdi 4o chi€c khau trang ma ciu ta da
thao ra, doan deo 1én mat.

“To biét diéu d6. Néu Disneyland ma la Skytree thi thi tran nay chinh la
hat $6i.” O céc vung khdc ciing c¢6 ddy riy nhirng khu du lich nhd bé gidng
th& nay, vi thé” sau khi tham hoa Corona di qua, chiing ta sé bwdc vao cudc
so bi ké tdm lang, ngwoi nira cin. P& s6ng sét dwge thi thi trdn cda ching
ta phai chién thing trong man do chiéu cao diy. Piéu t& mudn néi 1a d€
lam dwoc diéu do, ching ta phai tranh tha Iic nay ma tang chiéu cao cua
minh 1én di chi mét chiit, bang moi gid phai ting chiéu cao 1én.”

Tokyo Skytree, mdt tdoa thap cé dd cao 634 mét, nim & quin Sumida cta
tha dé Tokyo, Nhat Ban.



Donguri tiéng Nhit nghia 1 hat s6i. O cdu sau, tic gia c6 st dung thanh
ngw ti€ng Nhat donguri no sekurabe (trec dich: cudc so bi chiéu cao giwra
nhirng loat s6i), y mudn ndéi day la cudc dua tranh gitra nhirng ngwoi ngang
tai, ngang stc.

Mayo bi€t 1y do vi sao Kashiwagi lai deo khau trang. C6 1€ cdu ta cho
ring ddy 1a ldc néi chuyén quan trong chir khong phai lic d& y dé&n giot
bin. Lép v& trueére kha khi manh mé ciia cdu ta, Mayo khong néi lai dworc
cau nao.

Kashiwagi lai thdao khau trang ra, cat vao tdi trong réi mim cwoi voi
Kugimiya.

“Vi th& cho nén, tién sinh cé the lam gi d6 gidp bon nay dwoc khong?
Hay c nghi 1a dang ctru giudp thi trdn nay di.”

Kugimiya t3 v& ling ting, li€c méit nhin sang phia Ririka.

“Khong phai ciu da hira v&i bon tdi 1a &7 nay s& khong nhic d&n chuyén
d6 hay sao?” Ririka cd't loi. “Vi thé bon t6i m&i chdp nhan 101 mei an td'i
caa ciu.”

“Y tdi 1a chiing ta s& khong néi chuyén dé trong lic dn. Chi it cdc cu
cling phai hiéu diéu dé chir, ding khong?” Kashiwagi cwoi thi€u néo.

“Trwde day toi cling ndi v&i cac cdu roi, gior dang la thoi ky khé khan
nhd't cua Katsuki. Bao nhiéu k& hoach m¢&i don dip 4p tdi, chi riéng viéc
x& 1y ching ciing dd khién ciu &y phai cd hét strc roi.”

“Chuyén sip x&p cho cong viéc dworc lru thong khong phai cau 1am gitp
la dwgrc hay sao? Cau dong hanh voi cdu &y 1a @€ lam nhirng viéc d6 con
gi?” Kashiwagi néi giong xu ninh. Mit ciu ta trong di dan, thanh thi trdi
lai cang khi€n nguoi ta thd’y ron nguoi.

“Di nhién la nhw vdy nhung t6i cling khong the x& ly hét ma khong
phién dé€n Katsuki mot chiit nao dwore. Mong cac cau hi€u cho.”

“T6i hi€u. Chinh vi th&’, bon t6i cling dang nghi ra rad't nhiéu k& hoach
han ché& t61 da viéc gay phién todi cho tién sinh.”

“K& hoach nhw nao? Vu nha hat, tdi ddm chic cdc ciu di hicu 1a khong
th€ nao lam dwoc r'oi.”

“Nha hat?” Mayo ba't giac thot 1€n. “La gi vay?”

Ririka Itén quay sang phia Mayo.



“Bon ho dinh dweng mét v& kich tv Mé cung do va xay nha hat chuyén
dung & thi trdn nay. Cau thdy ¢6 ngd ngan khong? Tac pham dé lam sao
ma dung thanh kich dwoc. PAu tién, ai sé 1a dién vién?”

Mayo ciing cho d6 1a mét y tedng dién r'o song c6 khong ndi ra.

“P¢6 chi 1a mdt trong cac k& hoach cua bon t6i. Toi chi dwa ra vi du, y 1a
ching t6i cling dang c¢6 mot y twdng nhw thé”. Lic d6 tdi cling néi vay voi
ciu roi con gi. K& hoach hom nay m&i la ing cr vién sang gia nhat nay,”
Kashiwagi dwa mét nhin Makihara dang ng6i k& bén.

Makihara lién 18y mdy tinh bang ra, dat 1én ban.

“Thwc ra bon nay dang nghi khong bi€t li€u c6 the’ dung P'6i Thién
Thanh dwoc hay khong.”

“P6i Thién Thanh?” Ririka cao giong. “Céc cdu dinh lam gi v&i cdi cong
vién tiéu diéu, xo’ xac va vo vi dd'y ha?”

P6 1a mot cong vien ndm & ria thi tran. Chi dwo'c mbi cdi rong rii chi
chiing ¢6 di€m gi ndi trdi, va ding 1a ra't budn .

“Thoéi nao, cdu ctr nghe Makihara trinh bay di da,” Kashiwagi vira cuoi
vira vay tay 1én xudng.

“Nguwoi ta van theong dic twong dong cho moi nhan vat truyén tranh
nao d6 & mdt khoanh da't cé ria bao quanh ding khong nao? Bon t6i dang
nghi liéu c6 th€ lam nhw vy voi Mé cung do hay khong.” Makihara tiép
tuc. “Co diéu twgng dong thi phd bi€n qua roi, va lai dung 1a n6 cung hoti
don gian. Vi th& ching tdi s& 1am thanh nhitng hinh ngwdi c6 mau sic hin
hoi. C6 th€ goi d6 1a mo6 phong nhan vat theo kich thwdce thye t&. Chiing t6i
s€ st dung nhirng vat li€éu md&i va bén. Chwa k€ chiing téi khong chi don
thudn dwng hinh ngwoi cho mot loat cac nhan vat chinh ma con tdi hién ca
nhirng canh an twong nira. Cac fan hAm md hodc nhirng ngwoi cudng nhiét
nha't dinh s€ kéo dén.”

Ririka chgt mim cwoi. Song Mayo chi thdy trén khuon mét nghiéng dé
mot nu cweoi lanh lung.

“Ciing c6 th€ ho s€ d&n chwng mdt Ian gi d6. Nhwng sau khi ddng nhirng
hinh anh d6 1én mang xa hdi xong thi cling coi nhw hét chuyén. S€ khong
c6 Tan thir hai dau.”

“B&i vay, thi thoang ching tdi s€ nang cap phién ban. Ching t6i s€ dan
dan ting brdc mot bo sung thém mo hinh tai hién cac phan canh mdi. Bén



ldc d6, chic chin s& c6 nguoi quay trd lai. Vi the, ching tdi nghi Doi
Thién Thanh 12 horp 1y. B&i chd d6 thira siec rong rai. N&u ching toi ctr lién
ti€p tai hién thém nhirng phan canh an tweng, thé nao nd ciing trd thanh
chu d@é d€ ngwoi ta ban tan.”

“Ciu thd’y thé& nao, Mayo? So v&i hat s6i thi vu nay hoi bi hoanh trang
day chir,” Kashiwagi quay sang phia Mayo, phong mii.

“Tén cong vién ciing s€& doi thanh Cong vién mé cung do. Mic du cong
vién d6 thudc sy quan 1y cua thanh phd nhwng khi bon t6i bi mat ban bac
chuyén nay v&i ho, ho da to ra kha hing thd.”

Nghe Makihara noi, Ririka nhwong dudi 16ng may. “Nay, dung ¢6 tw tién
lam t&i nhw thé nhé.”

“Makihara da n6i 1a bi mat ban bac roi con gi. May chuyén nay phai di
dém sé'm m&i dwore. CAu ciing dau phai ngwdi nghiép dw, chic cdu hiéu rd
chr,” Kashiwagi néi vu6t dudi, doan quay sang nhin Kugimiya. “Thé& nao
tién sinh, cu c6 th€ suy nghi tich cic v€ chuyén nay dworc khong?”

“T6i phai lam gi?”

“Katsuki!”

“Trén danh nghia, ciu la ngwoi gidm sat. Nhung vé cor ban, cdu khong
can lam gi ca. N6i huych toet ra thi cu chi can cho ching t6i mwon tén cu
1a duge roi. N&u cdu chiu giao pho thi bon t61 s€ lo li€u hét. S€ khong
phi€n dén cau dau.”

“Khong duwoc, Katsuki. Néu giao Mé cung do vao tay ma’y nguoi nay thi
gid tri cia n6 s€ bi phd hdng ma't thoi.”

“Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. C6 1y nao ching toi lai lam th& chw,”
Kashiwagi xoe hai ban tay. “Sao ciu c khong chiu tin bon t6i vay?”

“Y 6i 14 cho dil cic ciu khong dinh 1am thé thi nguy co’ xay ra két cuc
d6 van 1a rat cao. Cac clu ci khoa treong Cong vién mé cung do nay no,
ngd nho tha't bai thi cac cau tinh sao? Néu d€ ngwoi ta phat tdn hinh anh
chyup nhirng m6 hinh bi vdy ban r6i hdng hoc thi sao tranh dwoc chuyén
hiy hoai hinh anh cua nguyén tac.”

“Khong c6 chuyén tha't bai dau. Toi s€ khdong d€ cho né tha't bai. To6i hira
v&i cAu.” Anh mét Kashiwagi tré nén sdc lanh.

“Cau nghi chi v&i mot 1o hiva sudng nhw thé” ma ching toi ¢6 th€ giao
tdc pham quy gia cia minh cho cac cau w?”



“Pay c6 phai...” cau n6i moi ra d&€n day, Kashiwagi da danh nu6t lai vao
trong.

Ngay ca Mayo ciling bi€t cdu ta dinh néi gi. Pay c6 phai taic pham cua
ciu dau? C6 diéu néi vy thi lai thanh gay git qud. Ban than Kashiwagi
cling biét ring d€ thuyét phuc dwoc Kugimiya, ciu ta ¢an dén sy tro gitip
cua Ririka.

Song Mayo ciing cam thay Ririka néi cé ly. Khong ai dodn bi€t dwoc
viéc treng bay mo hinh nhirng nhan vat hoat hinh noi ti€ng trong cdi cong
vién ndm trén mot ngon d6i & thi trin qué mila nay sé dem lai sitc hit d&n
dau. Co ciing mwong twong dwoc ring duy tri nhitng md hinh d6 ludn dep
dé sé ton nhiéu cong strc.

Ririka li€c nhin dién thoai r6i ghé sat Kugimiya.

“Katsuki, chiing ta chuan bi xin phép vé thoi nhi? Sang nay cau phai day
s&m, chic ciing mét roi ding khong?”

“A, cdu néi ding. U, vay ching minh vé di.” Kugimiya nhin Kashiwagi
ng6i doi dién. “Cam on ciu da dai bon tdi btra t61 nay.”

“Khong c6 gi,” Kashiwagi lién xua tay, doan mim cwoi. “L'an sau toi lai
moi cac cu dwoe ch?”

“Mién 1a cau khong nhic d&n ma’y chuyén kiéu nay.”

Nghe Ririka n6i, Kashiwagi ben lam bd mét nhan nhé trong ra't 16. “T61
khong dap wng dwoe ciu roi, Kokonoe a.”

“Nao Katsuki, minh di th6i”, Ririka dirng ddy. “Kamio, hen gédp cdu sau
nhé.”

“Hom nay cam on cau nhi€u, ca Kugimiya ntra.”

“U.” Kugimiya gt dau, doan ra khdi quén theo 1o thic giuc cia Ririka.

Sau khi nhin theo hai ngwoi ban vira dieng 1én di khoi, Kashiwagi ben
ng'6i xudng ghé’, rét chd bia con sét lai trong chai vao cdc ctia minh.

“Numakawa, cho t& thém mdt chai nita di,” ciu ta dit chai bia rdng
xudng ban mot cach day tho bao.

“Gay that. Phai lam gi d6 v&i ¢d nang quan 1y nay thoi,” Makihara vira
lam bam trong ti€ng thé dai, vira ca't mdy tinh bang vao trong cap.

“Chi con cach bam that dai théi. Nhin phan &ng cta ciu ta hém nay, t&
cam thay cé hy vong hon so v&i Ian trede khi tui minh @€ xud't vu xay nha



hat. Kokonoe thi chwa ban dén voi, chir voi Kugimiya, t& cam doan ciu ta
cling cho day la mét y twdng khong t6i,” Kashiwagi ndi 1dng ca vat roi
cam cOc¢ bia 1€n udng.

Dién thoai Mayo bdo tin nhin d&n. C6 nhin man hinh, thd'y nguwdi gvi 1a
Takeshi. Liic doc ndi dung tin nhian, Mayo khong khdi strng s6t. B&i chi &y
dang chi thi cho ¢6 ciu thoai ma co sip stra phai néi ra.

“Cong vién mé cung do. Bing la n€u y tedng nay thanh hién thyc thi
chéc s& thd vi 18m day,” Mayo n6i theo 161 chi dén.

“Chtr con gi?” Long may Kashiwagi dong ddy. “Néu quang ba tdt, the’
nao ciing hut degc khach.”

“Con tién vdn,” Mayo néi doan hing giong. “Con tién von thi sao? Té
nghi cling phai mat mot khoan kha kha da’y chi.”

“Chuyén d6 thi kieu gi chaalng xoay x& dwgc. Pay la nghé cua tén nay
ma... nhi?” Kashiwagi n6i, doan vd vai Makihara.

“Mot khi ch6t dwge k& hoach, t& nghi minh c¢6 thé kéu goi cac nha tai
tror,” Makihara noi.

“Hirm, dwoe th€ thi tot, nhung t& nghe chi t& bdo vAn ¢6 nhirng di€m
dang lo day.”

“Chd cdu 4?” Makihara chau may td vé ngo’ vie. “Lo chuyén gi co?”

“Nghe néi b6 t& da thao luin v&i chd mot chuyén. Pai loai 1a hinh nhw
hoc sinh clia bd” da gdy ra mot vu ric rdi lién quan d&n tién bac. Pung bio
to dd’y chinh la cac cdu nhé.”

R& rang sic mit Makihara d3 thay doi hin. Ng6i nghe bén canh, nét mat
cua Kashiwagi cling tré’ nén nham hié€m.

“Gi vay? Chuyén d6 la sao? T chfmg hiéu gi ca.” Giong Makihara nghe
cO phan hoi kich dong.

“T¢ cling khdng biét cu th€ thé” nao. Té chi nghe loang thoang tw chi
thoi. Néu khong lién quan dén cdc cu thi t6t roi. Cho té xin 16i. Cdc clu
quén chuyén dé di gitim to nhé.”

Kashiwagi cam chai bia vira dwg'c bung toi, rot vao cdc. Theo da, bot bia
tring x6a trao khdi miéng cdc.

“Du sao di ntra,” cu ta ndéi ddy manh mé. “Bon minh phai lam gi d6 thoi.
Cudi cling vi thin may méin mang t&n Mé cung do ciing chiu ghé dén cdi thi



tra’n dd khong c6 tai nguyén thi ch&, lai cling chang c6 loi the gi ding k&
nay. Thi trdn gidng nhw mot con thuyén, ta't ca ching ta dang ng'6i trén do.
Gio’ ma khong ¢6” thi con thuyén sé chim nghim va ta't thdy moi ngwoi chi
con nwdc chét dudi ma thdi.” Kashiwagi cadm c6c bia udng mot hoi wng
uc, doan 18’y mu ban tay chiii chd bot dinh quanh mép.



Anh mit troi xuyén qua 6 cira s, phan chi€u 1én man hinh. “Chj xin 13i
mdt chit,” Mayo néi vao micro doan xoay man hinh da moi géc, rot cudc
¢d phai chinh hwdng quay cia mdy tinh chin mwoi d6, va chuyén ca dém
ng6i sang vi tri khac. Nhin ra ngoai ctra s0, c6 thdy anh chi€u ta do ryc.
Loang céi da hon ntra ngay trdi qua.

“Xin 10i da d€ em phai cho, gio’ thi dwoc roi.”

Mayo vira néi v&i chiéc mdy tinh xdch tay, vira nghi thAm chéc khong
can thi€t phai chwong méat minh 1€n man hinh.

“Nhw vay, riéng chi phi thi cong hé thdng nha b&p hét tong cong 628.000
yén,” ngwoi phy nir dang ¢6 mat trén man hinh néi. C6 ta la dan em lam
cung cong ty v&i Mayo.

“So tién nay da bao gom dao b&ép chwa?”’” Mayo hoi.

“Xem nao, chwa bao gom cdi d6 dau a. Em nghe néi ho s€ st dung dao
bé&p c6 sin, khong phai the sao a?”

“Pung la nhw vdy, nhwng tam thoi ching ta cling phai thao né ra chuw.
Chic chén nha bé&p ciling ¢an thay lai san g ma. Chj dang néi d&n chi phi
dé.”

“A diing r'6i. Chi doi em mot 14t,” Xem ra c6 &y dang ki€m tra lai tp h'o
so’ cAm trén tay. “Vang, c¢6 r'oi chj a. Phi thdo 14p 12 98.000 yén.”

Mayo ghi lai con s6 98.000 yén vao quyén s& d€ sdn bén nguoi.

“Vu ldp 6ng thong gié cho mdy hit mui &n roi nhi? Chi phi nguyén vat
liéu cho tu bép cling da chdt xong. Ngoai ra con gi nra?”

“Chéc chi con van khéa nwée théi chi a.”

“Céi d6 18y 6.000 yén la dwore roi. Thém thu€” VAT nwra.”

“Em hi€u ro6i. Tém lai chi phi cho phdn b&€p s€ nhw th€ nay. Chij c¢6 nhin
dworc khong a?” Trén man hinh hi€n thi bang k& chi ti€t cac hang muc thi
cong dworc viét tay. Chir khd nhd, song Mayo van luin ra dwoc.



“On r6i. Em t8ng hop lai roi giri qua mail cho chi nhé. N&u dwore thi gt
trong hom nay lu6n.”

“Em bi€t roi a.”

“Vay nho’ em nhé.”

“Em chao chi.”

Sau khi xdc nhan khudén mét cua ddi phwong da bi€n ma't khoi man hinh,
Mayo ba't chot thé dai roi dong sap mady tinh lai. C6 vira nhin ban vé dang
m¢ tried'c mat, vira ki€m tra lai nhirng ndi dung vira ghi chép dworc.

Mic du Mayo da xin nghi phép hét hom nay song vin ¢6 vai dy d4n ma
ki€u gi co ciing phai thu x&p, thanh thtr c6 di bit dau lam viéc tryc tuyé&n tir
budi sang. Nho' vdy ma xem chwng twe tuan sau ¢ co thé tré lai voi cong
viéc mot cach sudn sé. Cé diéu, c¢6 cling khong th€ lam viéc tw xa nhw thé’
nay mai dwoe. B&i mdt ngwoi kién tric sw khong the lam viéc ma khong
tdn tay so’ vao cac nguyén vit liéu hay cdc linh kién, phu ting. Nhirng ldc
phai trinh bay v&i khach hang cling vay. Lam sao ¢ ¢6 thé cho ho xem vét
liéu lat san hay gidy ddn twong qua man hinh réi hdi ho thich loai nao
dwoc?

M4’y 6ng ba chinh tri gia hay quan chirc nha nwdc chwa tieng lam nhirng
cOng viéc mang tinh san xud't cr gi gi gi gi cdi gi cling bao nguoi dan hay
lam tw xa di, hdy day manh hinh thic lam viéc tai nha di. Mayo chi mudn
néi véi ho ring may 6ng ba cir thir mot Tan dén tin noi xem ngudi ta lam
viéc di nao.

Dot nhién, trong dau Mayo hién 1€n hinh anh cia Momoko. Chinh xac la
ch'ong co Y.

Mayo ting nghe néi nhan vién ciia ma’y cong ty dich vu giai tri nhi€u khi
phai & lai khu vec ma ho dang phat tri€n trong mdt thoi gian nha't dinh.
Chinh vi th&’ ma khi bi€t chuyén ch'ong Momoko dang phai cong tac xa nha
dai ngay, c6 khong may may thic méc. Co chi tha’y thong cdm vi nhw thé
thi c6 vé va't va qua.

Song nhirng gi chi Takeshi néi vé chuyén cong ty Toua Land da dé ra
phwong cham tép trung vao hinh thirc lam viéc tai nha va loai bd hinh thirc
cOng tac xa nha dai ngay khong khai khi€n Mayo can cdi. Vi thi diéu do la
that thi Mayo phai hiéu cau chuyén cia Momoko nhw thé nao day.



Gitra ldc Mayo dang dim chim trong nhitng suy nghi mong lung d6 thi
dién thoai c6 d6 chudéng. C6 nguoi goi cho c6. Mayo khong khdi ngac
nhién khi nhin vao man hinh hié€n thi cuéc goi dén. Lai la Kakitani.

“Vang, Kamio xin nghe.”

“Xin chao, t6i Kakitani ddy. Ra't xin 16i c6 vé chuyén dwong dot tdi hom
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qua.

“Khong sao, nhwng anh van con diéu mudn hoi toi w?”

“Khodng, hdm nay thi khdng phai ¢6. C6 Mayo nay, hién gio’ chi Kamio
Takeshi cua cd c6 dang & da'y khong?”

“Chu t61? Cha, khong biét th& nao nira. That ra hom nay toi van chua gip
chu 8y.”

“Vay a? Th& cd c6 th€ cho t6i s& dién thoai cia chui &y khong? Toéi c6
chiit chuyén mudén trao doi voi chi ¢d.”

“T6i hieu roéi. Xin doi mot lat.”

C6 vé nhr phia canh st khong nim dworc thong tin lién lac ctia Takeshi.
Mayo thao tac trén dién thoai roi doc s6 cia chi minh Ién. “Cam on ¢0,”
Kakitani n61 doan cup may.

Mayo dat dién thoai 1én ban, nghiéng dau khé hi€u. Khong biét Kakitani
mudn trao dGi chuyén gi v&i chd Takeshi nhi?

T&1 qua, Mayo vé dén 1ir quan lic gan nira dém. CO cling dinh ghé qua
phong cda chi nhwng vi d@ mudn nén danh thdi. Nhat 1a ban than co cling
da thAm mét. HoOm qua thyc sy la mot ngay dai.

Sang nay, sau khi dn sang xong, Mayo c¢6 dén g6 ctra phong Takeshi
nhwng khong thd’y ai tra 1oi. Co thir m& cira, song ctra da bi khéa. Xem ra
chud ay da di dau r'oi.

Mayo da toan goi di€n nhwng vi khdong phdi chuyén gi dac biét gap gap
thanh thit cd quyét dinh bét tay vao lam viéc tit xa.

Quad trwa, trede khi ra ngoai mua d6 an, Mayo ciing ghé qua phong
Takeshi nhung hinh nhw chd 4y van chwra vE. ROt cudc chi 4y di dau dworc
nhi?

Mayo tiép tuc diing dinh 1am viéc, dau 6c van chwa tip trung dworc chut
nao, gitra lic d6 dién thoai cda c6 lai d0 chudong. L'an nay nguwoi goi la
Takeshi.



Mayo vwra nghe may, dau day bén kia da hoi: “Chau dang & trong phong
ar’

“Vang.”

“Pang lam gi da’y?”

“Chdu dang lam viéc, nhung ¢6 chuyén gi hd chi? Chau doan Kakitani
da goi cho chu roi.”

“Chinh 1a chuyén d6. Ba mwoi phit nra chd s€ gdp cau ta. Néu chau
muon thi di cung cha.”

“0, chau cung dwgrce di cung sao?”

“Kakitani dd dong y roi. Chd hoi néu chdu gai téi cling mudn di cung,
lidu toi c6 th€ din con bé theo khong, nghe vay c4u ta danh mién cuwdng gt
dau. Y chdu thé¢' nao?”

“Chdu c¢6. Ba mwoi phit nira chd nhi? Chau phai dén dau?”

“Trwéc mét, d6 hai mwoi phit nira chd chdu minh tip trung & nha #n
nhé.”

“Chau hi€u roi. Ma gio’ chd dang & dau day?”

“Chd dang ¢ trong phong. Chd vira vé lic ndy xong. Th& nhé, lat nira
gap,” Takeshi don phwong ciip may truoc.

Mayo dat dién thoai xudng, don dep dong tai liéu phuc vu cdng viéc,
doan v&i tay 18y tdi trang di€m. Cho du d6i phwong cé 1a canh sat thi ¢6
cling khong th€ vac mat mdc dén gap dworc.

Trang diém xong, Mayo dén nha an didng lic Takeshi dang néi chuyén
v(i ba chil quéan. Chid &y van mic chiéc do khodc quan dodi moi khi.

“Chu di dau tw sang vay?”

“Pi khip noi khdp chdn. Bao nhiéu viéc Lit vit phai 1am ma.”

Mbi T'4an Takeshi néi chuyén ki€u nay thi y nhw ring déu dang o muu
chuyén gi d6, song trong ma’y ngay qua Mayo ciling thira hi€u khong trong
mong gi dng chd nay s€ chiu néi cho cd nghe, thanh th cd ciing khong hoi
han thém nra.

“Hinh nhwe Kakitani vAn chwa d&n chd nhi?” Nghe Mayo noi, Takeshi
1ién nhin d6ng h'6 deo tay.

“Pia di€m khong phai & ddy ma la quan Flute bén kia dwong. Chi da
chon chd d6.”



“A, ra vay. Nhung gi® nay chic quan phai ¢6 nhitng vi khich khic cht?”

Bay gio’ 1a khoang hon 5 gior chiéu. Hom qua Mayo dén do sau gio’ dong
ctra nhwng xem ra ding 13 ho van bén hang.

“Lam #n kha'm kha dworc nhu the” di t6t. K& ca c6 khach thi chic ciing
chi toan may 6ng ba gia sdng quanh diy. N&u ching ta ng'6i cach xa ra va
n6i nho thodi thi lo gi bi ngwoi khac nghe thd’y. Nao, chuan bj di thoi.”

Thay Takeshi di ra ctra, Mayo bén theo sau.

Lidc hai ngwoi dén quan Flute da thdy Kakitani va Maeda ng6i canh
nhau gidng hom qua. Ho chon chi€c ban & trong cing. Xem ra ho can than
nhw vady la d€ tranh khdng cho nguwoi khac nghe dwoec cudc tro chuyén,
song ngoai ho ra khong con vi khach nao khac. Tt bén trong quay, 6ng chu
quin d4u bac tring khé cit tieéhg: “Kinh moi quy khach.”

Hai vién canh sit lién dirng day. “That xin 16i vi da qua’y riy trong ldc
hai ngwoi dang ban ron,” Kakitani noi.

“Chiing t6i ludn s@n long hop tdc diéu tra, du chi gép dwoc chit strc
mon,” Takeshi vira kéo ghé€ vira nhin quanh quén. “Ra vay, ding nhw Mayo
ndi, quan nay c6 mot bau khong khi that dac biét. Chwa k€, ca phé trong
cling ngon ra tro da’y chi.”

“Cai do thi t6i khuyén anh nén thir.” Kakitani gat dau.

“Néu thé thi, ddng nio ciing ma't cong d&n ddy roi, d€ cdc ciu moi toi
mot chau vay.” Takeshi ng61 xudng gh€’. Xem ra 6ng chu nay hoan toan
khong c6 y dinh ty tra tién ca phé. “Mayo thi sao?”

“Vay, chau cling xin mot cdc.”

“Cho bon c6c ca phé nhé,” Kakitani gior bon ngdn tay, néi voi 6ng chi
quan.

Maeda mé& mdy tinh xdch tay véi vé mit han hoc. Xem ra anh ta khong
vira mét khi tha’y Kakitani bj Takeshi dét miii.

“Th€’, cdu bao c6 viéc 1a viéc gi nhi?” Takeshi hai.

“Vang,” Kakitai ben sta lai tw th, li€c nhin vé phia chii quan. Ong ta
dang quay lwng lai d€ xay hat ca phé. Khoang cach tw day toi d6 cling kha
xa, b&i vy mién 12 ho khdng néi chuyén qua to thi chic s& khdng cd
chuyén 6ng ta nghe thdy dworc.



“Thyc ra t6i qua tdi ¢6 nghe c6 Mayo néi rang v&i nhitng chuyén lién
quan dé&n tai chinh, 6ng Kamio Eiichi thwong ban bac v&i anh, chuyén dé
c6 dung khong a?” Kakitani ha thap giong hoi.

“Ra la chuyén d6 a. Khong dé€n mirc thwong xuyén, nhung thi thoang thi
c6. Ong anh t6i khd gd mé ma’y chuyén kiéu nhw thé, trege ddy anh Ay rat
hay bi bon nhén vién ngan hang Itra phinh, mua nhirng san pham tai chinh
chaalng ra 1am sao. Cu th€ th& ndo tdi cling khdng rd, nhung chic anh Ay
phai thua 16 kha khd ddy. Ba chj ddu da mit cta toi cling phan nan sudt.
Chi &y bao 6ng xa chi tdt tinh, thanh th khi dworc mot nhan vién ngén
hang it nhiéu cé quen bi€t nho’ va la anh &y c bi ca n€, chi dirng ngoai
nhin ma thdy byc. Nhung ¢6 vé nhw ban than 6ng anh tdi cling nhan ra néu
minh ct th& mai thi chét dé&, cho nén anh &y da ban bac v&i toi,” Takeshi
néi bang cdi giong nhw ding r'6i. Tham chi d&n cd Mayo v&n da biét tdng
ki€u gi dng chi nay ciing ba hoa khoac lac cling nge nhw chuyén d6 la c6
that.

“N6i thi n6i the”,” Takeshi ti€p tuc. “Nhung ban than tdi ciing khong dén
mtc am hi€u cdc van dé lién quan dén tai chinh cho 1dm. C6 diéu, it nhiéu
toi ciing trai doi hon dng anh tdi, chic vi the’ ma anh &y m&i nhd cdy d&n
t6i. Tém lai thi, toi 1a thang khé bj lira.”

Xem ra d6 la sy that. B&i néi dé€n cac manh khée Itra ddo thi 6ng chi nay
chinh la chuyén gia.

“Gan day, anh trai anh c6 ban v&i anh may chuyén nhw vay khong?”

“Dao nay thi khong. Nhw t6i vira néi dd’y, von di 6ng anh tdi hoan toan
khong quan tam d€n may chuyén nhw dau tw tai chinh nay ng. Anh &y c6
quan diém ding ki€u mot gido vién rang tién la thir ki€m duwoc nho lao
dong. C6 nhirng nguwoi sau khi vé hwu, cam thd’y bat an vi thu nhdp gidm
stt, thanh thir quay ra dau tw cdt d€ tang tai san it nao hay it da’y, nhung
nhirng ngwoi nghiép dw thi hay ¢6 ciu nhing tay vao may th dd’y ngd nho
c6 ngay khuynh gia bai san thi khG. Vi tru’O’ng hop ctia anh t6i, anh 2y
ciing khong hin 1a dang phai nudi ai, va lai chic anh 4Yy ciing c6 tinh todn,
né€u khong ti€u xai xa xi thi chi can khoan ti€t kiém cong thém lwong huu
nwra la dd s6ng roéi.”

Mayo khong bi€t chuyén nay la that hay gia, song nghe ra't dang tin. Qua
ding 6ng Eiichi 1a ngwoi ¢6 tinh can than nhw vay that.



“Vay c6 nghia l1a dao gan day ong Eiichi hoan toan khong ban luin gi v&i
anh vé chuyén ti€én nong phai khong a?”

“T6i khong thay anh &y ndi gi ca. N&u budc phai k€ ra chuyén gi thi chi
c6 cai Tan anh &y goi dién cho tdi cach diy mot thang d€ ban vEé viéc thi
cong stra chita nha cia thdi... A, néi méi nhé,” néi dén day, Takeshi bdng
bd lttng mdt cach thi€u ty nhién. Poan chi &y lo’ dang nhin 1é€n khong trung
nhw d€ suy nghi thém.

“La gi a? C6 chuyén gi ha anh?”

“A khéng, t6i m&i nhé ra mot chuyén, nhung chuyén dé lai khong lién
quan dén tai san cda anh trai t6i. Cau ctr quén né di.”

“Chuyén nhw th& nao a? N&u khong phién, anh k& cho chiing tdi nghe
duoc khong?” Kakitani xodn xuyt.

“Ciing khong phién ha gi, chi 1a téi khong nghi chuyén d6 c6 lién quan
dén vu 4n. Cdc ciu c6 nghe chic ciling phi cong vo ich.”

“Phi cong vo ich cling khong sao hét. Xin anh ctr néi di a.”

“K€ ca cau c6 noi thé'...” Takeshi ngdp ngwng. R6 rang 6ng chi nay dang
lam ra vé nghiém trong.

DPiing ldc d6, ca phé dwoe bung tdi. Chi quéan can than x&p tung c6c ca
phé dworc dit trén nhitng chi€c dia nhd tred'c mit mdi ngwdi. Heong thom
cta ca phé khién nguoi ta dat ky vong vao né trwedc ca khi dwa 1én miéng
thwedng thirc. Mayo cam ca danh stra 1én, r6t mot chit vao cdc cia minh.

“Xem kia, ca phé cua ngwoi ta nirc ti€ng nhw thé ma lai ¢6 dira chua gi
da voi cho stra vao roi a. Theo 1y thuyét thi trwde tién ta phai thwdng thirc
ca phé den da.” Takeshi cam cOc ca phé€ 1€n siat mui, lam di€u bd nhim ho
mat lai, hit ha hwong thom clia né. “U, diing 12 mdt mui hwong tuyét voi,”
ti€p d6 chu &y nhap mot ngum, c6 hong chadm rdi ct dong ra chi€u dang
tdn hwdng. “Vi chua vwra phai cing nhirng hwong vi phiec tap hoa quyén
vao nhau van con dong trén lwdi. TOi nghi thanh phéAn chinh cltia né 1a
nhtrng hat ca phé Colombia, c6 phai khong 6ng cha?”

“Pung nhw quy khach néi. Téi da dung nhirng hat ca phé chat lwgng va
cé diéu chinh mot chit,” ngwei chu quan téc bac pho dap lai voi vé hai
long.

“Mirc d6 xay ciia hat ca phé cling hoan hao. N6 ¢6 vi ding vira phai.”

“Quy khach qua khen, that ngai qua.”



“Ma 0ng chu nay, & day dwoe phép hit thudc phai khong nhi? Téi thay
quén minh cé chi€c gat tan trong ra't chi la hoai ¢0,” Takeshi chi tay vao
chi€c gat tan thay tinh dat & mép ban, héi.

“Puroc a. Moi quy khach.”

“Thé& thi diém phc cho t6i qu4,” Takeshi néi doan rit bao thudc ra khoi
tdi trong cua 4o khodc. Ti€p do6 chud &y tho tay vao mot tii khac, nhwng giwra
chung thi dwng lai, nhin hai vién canh sat.

“That tha't 12, t6i quén khudy ma't khong hdi. Y cdc ciu thi sao? T6i hiit
thudc dwore chir? N&u céc cau s¢ hit phai khéi hay khéng thich mui thudc
14 thi t61 s€ ki€ém ch&’”

“Khong, khong sao. Anh ctr ty nhién di a,” Kakitani néi.

“Vay thi cdm on. That xin 16i moi ngwdi, nhing lic ¢ ca phé ngon toi
lai cang them mot di€u thudc.”

Takeshi rit tay ra khoi tii 40. Thir chd &y cdm trén tay la mot chi€c bat
Itra dau.

Mayo phai ra't c& ging kiém ch& d&€ khong 16 vé ngac nhién ra mit. Ly
do la vi k€ tw khi gédp lai Takeshi sau mot thoi gian dai, cho d€n hdm nay,
cd chwa tirng tha’y chd &y hit thud'c mdt Ian nao. Hay chi 1a chi &y khong
c6 co hdi d€ hit vi tinh co ca 1 quan Hotel Marumiya 14n nha tang 1& déu
cam hat thud'c toan bd cac khu viec nhi?

Takeshi ngdm di¢u thudc vira 14y khdi bao roi chadm bat Ia bing mot
dong tac thanh thao. Song chié€c bat Itra chi phat ra nhirng tia lItra chir khong
bén Itra. Sau khi thi di thi lai hai, ba Tan, Takeshi bén chép miéng, dat bat
Itra 1€n ban.

“Cu01 cung cing hét dau roi. Tai dao nay to1 khong thém dau cho nd.
Trong dau ciling nghi la phai di mua dau nhung lai chwa kip mua. Sang hom
qua, ldc vé nha d&€ 14y d6 d& quén, téi chic mam biét dau van con dau du
tri nén tim th ma khong thay.”

Takeshi bén ding ddy, tién d&n gan quiy, goi: “Ong chi o, quan minh
c6 diém khong?”

“C6,” 6ng chi ndi doan 18y ra thir gi d6 tw bén dwdi quiy.

“Cam on 6ng.” Takeshi néi roi quay tré lai. Trén tay chd la mot bao
di€m nho.



“Khong hi€u sao toi tha’y than thwong that day. Dao gan day nhi€u noi
khong con lam nhirng bao di€ém mang tén quan minh nwra r'6i.”

Takeshi quet mdt que diém d€ danh Ira roi dwa que di€m lai gan di€u
thuéc dang ngdm trong mi€ng. Pau di€u thudc rec 1én mot mau do 1ap loe.
Chd vay que diém cho Itra tét hin, sau d6 virt mau diém tan vao chiéc gat
tan thuy tinh.

“Anh ciing hut thudc nhi,” Kakitani hoi.

“Con tuy ldc va tuy hoan canh. C6 nhirng lic ma t6i nha't dinh mudn lam
mot di€u. Cac cdu chd cé danh ddng t6i vori nhirng ké cham thud'c nhw mot
théi quen chw chgng phéi thém thudng gi cho cam, nhitng ké khong can
bi€t mui vi thé€" nao ma chi cham cham nha nhirng lu'ong khéi doc hai.”

“Liic ndo anh ciing dung chi&c bat Itta dau d6 a?” Kakitani dwa mét nhin
chi€c bat Iira dang dit trén ban.

“Pung vay. Tuy la @6 ré tién nhung né l1a vat ky niém, tdi mua tw h'di con
o My.”

“Liic ndy anh cé néi anh chic mam & nha vain con diu dy trir ding
khong? P6 1a dau cta anh a?”

“Khong, ctia anh t6i. T6i nh¢ tredre day c6 nhin thdy ma’y lo dw tri anh
Ay d€ & dudi gid sach.”

Kakitani nhin Mayo v&i vé mat ngac nhién, sau d6 lai quay sang nhin
Takeshi.

“Nhung t6i nghe c6 Mayo k€ la d6ng Eiichi da bd thudc t cach day kha
lau r61 ma.”

“B€ ngoai thi th6i. Pung 1a anh &y khong hiit tred'c mat ngwoi khac that.
Nhung thi thodng anh Ay vin hit d& thay d&i tAm trang. Chinh mét tdi da
nhin th&y m&y [an ma.”

“Dén bay gio anh trai anh van s& hitu bat Itra u?”

“Bat Itra dau &y ha?”

“Vang.”

“Hinh nhw ngay tredc anh &y ¢6 maYy cdi co’, con dao nay thi tdi khong
0. Khong thdy dau dy trr nén c6 khi gan ddy anh &y khong dung ntra cling
nén,” Takeshi nhap mot ngum ca phé, rit mét hoi thuéc, cham cham nha
khoi, roi gat gi may cai lién vaoi vé man nguyén. “Thich that, cdi cam giac



nay. Vao quan ca phé d¢€ nghi ngoi, thw gidn 1a phai nhw thé nay mdi
dwoc.”

Maeda thi tham chuyén gi d6 vao tai Kakitani. Kakitani lién li€c nhin
man hinh mdy tinh, kh& git dau, doan hwdng d4nh mét trd lai Takeshi.

“Anh nay, noi ti€p chuyén ban nay...”

“No6i ti€p? Chuyén gi &y nhi?”

“Vu ban luan tién nong &y a. Anh bao da nghe anh trai k€ chuyén gi d6
thi phai.”

“A,” Takeshi vira nha khéi thudc vira gat dau. “Chuyén d6 ha? Thi toi da
bao chuyén dé khong can dy dén anh t6i roi day thoi. D6 cling khdng phai
chuyén gi d€’t6i ca't cong k&' ra & day. Chwa k€ dng anh tdi con canh céo la
chuyén nay lién quan dén doi tw ctia ngwoi khac nén dung c6 bép xép vai
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ai.

“A, nhung...” Kakitani 1ién chdng hai tay 1én ban, reén ngwdi vé phia
trede. “Chura bi€t ching chuyén d6 ¢6 mdi lién hé voi vu an. Ching toi
tuyét d6i s€ khdong d€'16 ra ngoai. Toi xin hira. Anh c¢6 th€ ndi cho ching toi
nghe ndi dung cudc ban ludn doé la gi khong, dai khai thoi cling dworc.”

“Cau co noi the thi cling...” Takeshi lam bd madt khé chiu. “Néu t61 noi
ra tén nguoi do, ki€u gi cic ciu ch?ing chay d&n chd ho d€ hdi chi tiét?
Chflng phéi dén lic do s€ 16 ra ngay t6i la ké bép xép u?”

“Chuyén d6 ching t6i sé xit 1y khéo. S€ khong lam phién dén anh dau.
Anh ctr giao cho chiing t6i.”

Kakitani s6t sdng néi, bén canh, Maeda ciing ctii dau xudng.

Takeshi bén nhin chéch 1én trén, di€u thudc van kep gitra hai ngén tay.
Chd &y gitr nguyén tw the” d6 mdt lic, sau ddy moi cham rai ddi di€u thudc
vao trong gat tan.

“Néu vay thi hay la ching ta lam thé nay di. T6i cam thdy khong thodi
mai khi chi dong khoi mao. Nhung néu cac ciu hdi con t6i chi ¢an trad loi
dung hodc sai thi deoc.”

Kakitani thodng bd1i r61. “bung hodc sai... 8y a?”

“Phai. C4u thdy sao?”

Maeda lealng ling g6 ban phim. Anh mét Kakitani li€c nhin man hinh. C6
1€ trén d6 dang hién thi y ki€n cia Maeda, hay n6i cach khac 1a y ki€n nhan



danh TGO dréu tra s6 mot.

Kakitani 1i€n nhin v€ phia Takeshi. “Nhwng n€u th€” thi ching t61 cling
khong biét phai hdi vé céi gi. Pung la, trwdc tién it nha't anh cling phai néi
chuyén dé thudc thé'loai gi da.”

“Hwm,” Takeshi bén khoanh tay, 4m &, sau d6 néi gon 16n: “Thura k&

“Sao co?”

“T6i noi 1a thwa k& Mot ngeoi qua doi va gia quyén cda ho dwoce thwra
k€& tai san. Chuyén t6i n6i c6 li€n quan d€n van dé nay. Thoi, tdi s€ khong
ti€t 10 thém gi niva dau day.”

Mayo ba't gidac quay sang nhin chui. R6t cudc 6ng chu nay dang néi vé
chuyén ctda ai nhi?

Maeda lai gé phim. Kakitani li€c nhin man hinh mdy tinh.

“Tén chia ngwoi qua cd do la gi a?”

Trwde cau hoi cua Kakitani, Takeshi lam bd mat ngan ngam.

“Cau khong nghe t6i néi a. Toéi da bao chi trd loi ding hay sai thoi co
ma.”

Maeda nhanh tay gd phim. Kakitani kh& dio mét.

“Vay, c6 phai ngwoi d6 mat h'di thang 4 ndm ngodi khéng?” Cau hdi dot
nhién tré nén ra't cu thé.

“Pung.”

Mayo lai mot Ian ntra sing s6t trwede cau tra loi khdng chit do dy cia
Takeshi.

“Nguyén nhan 1a do tai nan a?”

“Sai.”

“Nguoi dé bi bénh a?”

“Pung.”

“Gia quyén cta nguoi qua ¢ da nho va hodc hdi han 6ng Eiichi chuyén
gi d6 lién quan dén viéc thwa k& w?”

“Pung.”

“Nhung 6ng Eiichi lai nghi ban thdn minh khong thé x& 1y chuyén do.
Nén da ban bac v&i anh?”



“Ping, nhueng khong d&€n mirc goi 1a ban bac. Goi 1a néi chuyén phi€m,
hodc ca cam thi ding hon.”

“Ca cam... Tic 12 d&i véi Ong Eiichi thi chuyén d6 khong dwgc dé chiu
cho 14m phai khong?”

“Chuyén do6, thoi thi tam coi la ding di. Vi anh 2y than thé voi t6i 1a
cam thdy hoi nang né.”

“Ndng né€ ay a? Theo cach ndi d6 thi li€u cé phdi 6ng Eiichi da dong vai
tro trung gian gi d6 khong a?”

“Pung. Lam gi ¢6 ai muén dirng ra lam trung gian cho nhitng chuyén
lién quan dén tién nong co’ chir.”

“Anh di dwoc nghe k& chi tiét vé ric rdi tién bac d6 phai khong?”

“Chuyén d6 thi, sai r6i. Ong anh t6i chi budt miéng néi lodng thodng thé’
thoi, chir toi chwa dwgc nghe dau cua tai nheo thé nao.”

“Budt miéng... Chgng han nhw ngwoi qua ¢6”dé dang 6m mdt khoan no
khong 16 chir ding néi dé€n chuyén ¢6 tai san, phai khong a?”

“Sai.”

“Vay ¢6 phai xich mich vé chuyén thira k& khong a?”

“Sai not.”

“Hay s&' tai san dang I1€ duoc thira k&' lai khong canh ma bay?”

Takeshi im lang mot 1at, doan khé gat dau. “Pung.”

R6 rang Kakitani vira ddt nhién hit mot hoi.

“Ong Eiichi c6 biét nguyén nhan truc tiép din dén ric o1 d6 khong a?”

“T6i khong biét anh &y ndm dwoc dén dau. Anh &y néi ki€u nhu 12 hy
vong s& khong xady ra tranh chdp gi ghé gom... Xin 106i, nhung toi khong
nh¢ chinh xéc.”

“Ra vay,” Kakitani khé 1am bam, doan quay sang nhin Maeda ngdi bén
canh. Hai ngudi trao doi qua 4nh mét, 1am cit chi x4c nhan sy dong y cia
doi phwong.

“Thong tin cta anh thyc sy rat dang d€ ching téi tham khao. Cam on
anh vi da hop tac,” Kakitani cui dau noi.

“Xong r'6i ha?”

“Vang, du roi a. Cam on anh ra't nhi€u.”



Takeshi ben cam cd'c ca phé 1€n, nhap mot ngum.

“Ca phé van con. D3 mit cong d&n diy roi, toi cling mudn udng d&n hét
thi thoi.”

“Xin mo1i, xin moi. Anh c thong tha a,” Kakitani ndi.

Maeda lién gdp may tinh lai, toan ca't di. Song, Takeshi da chan tay 1én
trén chi€c may tinh.

“Anh lam gi vdy?” Maeda lan dau ti€n l€n ti€ng.

“Cac ciu chgng chiu udng giot ca phé nao nhi? Sao khong thtr n€m mot
chiit xem? Lam thé& nay 12 tha't 1& v&i chi quén 14m day.”

Maeda li€n cong moi 1€n, td vé kho chiu ra mat.

“Pung ro01, vay toi ciing xin udng,” Kakitani ben cam c6c¢ 1€n, nhap mot
ngum ca phé. “Cha, ding la ngon that day.”

“Lang phi @0 an, thiec uéng 1a khong dwoc dau.”

“Anh néi phai.”

“Tién day t6i mudn trao doi v&i cac cdu mot chit. Chiing tdi da hop tac
diéu tra d&€n mirc nay roi, khong biét liéu cac cau co thé tra 101 nhirng cau
hdi ctia ching téi dwg'c khdong nhi?”

Kakitani 1i€c nhin Maeda mdt cdi, doan né nu cwoi gia 1a voi Takeshi.

“Anh mudn héi vé chuyén gi a?”

“Ciing khong c6 chuyén gi khac ngoai chuyén li€n quan dé€n ddm ban cta
chdu gai toi. Téi nghe con bé ndi, hinh nhw cac cdu dang nghi ngo ban be
ctia n6 thi phai?”

“Khong, khong,” Kakitani lién 18c dau, d3t coc xudng. “Tuyét do1 khong
phai nhu vay dau. Vi trong sd nhirng ngwoi dén dy 1€ canh linh ctru va 18
dwa tang c6 rd't nhi€u ngwoi 1a ban dong nién ctia ¢cd Mayo, nén chiing toi
chi hoi xem ho 14 nhirng ngwoi nhw thé nao thoi.”

“TG tredng Kakitani nay,” Takeshi rwén ngwoi vé phia tredc, chdng
khuyu tay I&én ban. “Toan ngwoi 1on voi nhau cd, chiing ta hay bd cdi ki€u
thao mai d6 va néi that long di. C6 dworec khdong nao? Chi vi ciac cdu ma
Mayo nha t6i dang hoang mang 1dm day nay.”

“Da,” Kakitani 1ién nhin Mayo v&i 4nh mét boi 16i. “Cé Mayo dang
hoang mang, chuyén do6 rot cudc la...”



Mayo im ldng cdi dau. C6 khong doidn dwoc Takeshi dang dinh néi
chuyén gi.

“Cau khong biét ha? Nghe nay, chi vi cdc cdu ma con bé khdng dam tin
cac ban no ntra. Thi ding r'6i con gi? Cé th€ ho chinh 1a hung thu gi€t chét
bd con bé. Sau nay Mayo van phdi gidp mit cdc ban, viy ma v&i ai nd cling
budc phdi nhin bang 4nh mét nghi ngo. Cau khong thdy con bé ding
throng sao?”

“Khong, b&i vay tdéi mdi ndi xét cho cuing ching t6i hdi chuyén ¢6 Mayo
chi @€ tham khdo, chtr khong phai ching t6i dang coi ho nhw nhirng ké tinh
nghi dau.”

“Né&u vay thi chi it cac cdu cling phai néi cho con bé bi€t ho ¢6 chirng ctr
ngoai pham hay khong chir.”

“Ha?” Kakitani tron xoe mit.

“Ki€u gi cac cau cheamg diéu tra nhirng nguoi ¢6 tén trong danh séach,
ding khdéng nao? Ma khong, ¢6 khi cdc cau da diéu tra dwore vai nguoi roi
cling nén. Khi d6, chic chén cic ciu phai xdc nhan bang chitng ngoai pham
ctia ho. Tdi dam c4 1a nhw vAy. Vi du gi thi c4c cu ciling dd hdi bang ching
ngoai pham cua cd Mayo va t6i ma.”

“Chuyén dé thi, vang, chic ching tdi s& phai 1am nhw vay.”

“Chtr con gi? Thé nén hay néi cho Mayo biét két qua diéu tra. N&u biét
ngudi ndo cé bing chitng ngoai pham, con bé cling s& yén tAm ma ti¢p xiic.
Nhi?”

Bi hdi y ki€n, Mayo danh gat dau dap: “Vang.” Xem ra cd khdong nén néi
nhirng 10i thwra thai ma cir phé méc cho Takeshi thi hon.

“T6i hieu diéu anh ndi, nhwng ti€t 10 chuyén d6 thi hoi...” Kakitani ap
ung.

“Khong dworc ha?”

“Toi rd't xin 161.”

“B@&i ching t6i khong th€ cong khai bi mat diéu tra dwoee.” Maeda xen
vao, giong nghe rd't lanh lung.

Takeshi bén nhom nguoi day, twa lwung vao gh€’. “Panh vay.”

Kakitani td vé yén tam. “Anh da hi€u cho ching t6i r'oi ding khong?”



“Pa vay ching t6i chi con cach ty minh lam gi d6 thoi. T6i sé truc ti€p di
gdp tirng ngwdi d& hdi bang ching ngoai pham cia ho.”

Nghe Takeshi noi, hai vién canh st bong td vé sting sot.

“Khong, khong, khong,” Kakitani hoi nhom ddy, khé xua ca hai tay.
“Thé thi 1am khé cho ching t6i qua. Xin anh dung lam vay.”

“Sao lai 1am kh6? Chuyén d6 c6 can dy gi d€n cac cau dau nhi?”

“N6 s€ can tr¢ viéc diéu tra,” Maeda néi. “Mudn di€u tra nhirng nguoi
c6 li€n quan, ching t6i can c6 sy chuan bj thich dang. Viéc khong d€ doi
phwong canh gidc ciing rat quan trong. N&€u anh hanh dong tuy tién thi
nhitng c¢& ging d6 ciia ching toi s& thanh cong cdc mat.”

“Nhurng chuyén doé t6i khong can biét.”

Maeda rudn dudi 16ng may. “Anh khong cin bit hung thd sao?”

“Khong can, n€u phai hy sinh ca hanh phic ctia ngwoi dang s6ng.”

“Hy sinh w, anh n6i qua 1o r'61.”

“Cai gi, cdu thi ndi lai Tan nira xem nao?” Takeshi nhom day.

“Thoi thoi, anh binh tinh lai da,” Kakitani v0i can ngan. “Chung ta hay
binh tinh lai. Moi nguwoi cing uéng ca phé di a.”

Takeshi bén ng'di xudng, hit thé that sau r'oi lai ghé sat ngwoi vao ban.

“Hay 1a thwong lwong thé nay di. N&u cdc ciu chiju tiét 160 bang ching
ngoai pham ctia nhirng ngwoi lién quan thi chdng t6i s€ tuyét doi khong lam
nhirng chuyén thura thai. Toi cling s€ khong néi ra voi ai. Toi hira. VE phén
minh, tdi chang mudn can tré¢ viéc di€u tra cia cac cau. Toi cling mong cac
ciu sém bét dwoc hung thd st hai anh trai t6i 1dm chir. Nhwng nhin cd
chédu géi d€ thwong cda t6i phai kho s¢ nhw the’, tdi ciing khong danh long.
TO tredng Kakitani, doi tredng ddi tudn tra Maeda, liéu cac cdu c6 the hi€u
diéu d6 cho chiing toi khong,” d&n ntra sau, Takeshi chuyén sang néi bang
giong nan ni 1 Oi.

Hai vién canh sét ban khodn nhin nhau.

“Chi minh ching t6i quyét dinh thi...” Kakitani nghi€ng dau.

“Chéc vay roi. Thé nén doi trudng doi tuan tra Maeda nay, cdu goi cho
thanh tra Kogure di.”

Bi Takeshi chi tay vao, Maeda bdng td ra s¢' sét. “Goi cho... thanh tra
u?”’



“Phai. N&u cau thdy kho néi thi d€ téi thwong lwgng cling dwoe, gidng
nhw hom canh linh ctru 8y.”

“Thoi, khong can dau.”

“Vay thi nho ciu.”

Maeda bén budng tiéng thé dai, doan ding diy véi vé mit bat déc di.
Anh ta vira rit dién thoai ra khéi tdi 4o nguc, vira ra khoi quan.

Kakitani to vé khong thodi mdi, anh ta udng hé&t chd ca phé, roi dit coc
xudng.

“Chéc ciu dang nghi gia dinh nay that phién todi diing khong?” Takeshi
noi.

“Khong, khong c6 chuyén do dau...”

“Pung chdng ché&. Téi doc dwoe trén mat cAu ma. Nhung t6 tredng
Kakitani nay, cu hay thi dat minh vao dia vi cia Mayo khi phai nghi ngo
céc ban ctia minh xem. C4u khong nghi nhu th&’ s& khd sé& 1dm sao?”

“Chuyén do6 thi, vang, toi nghi 1a minh hi€u.”

“That ch? Toi ¢6 nghe Mayo k€, hinh nhw cdu 1a hoc tro cii ciia 6ng anh
t6i phai khong nhi? Ay th& ma ca 1& canh linh citu 14n 1€ dwa tang déu
khong tha’y ciu xui't hién, khong thip ndi mot nén nhang cho anh 47y.”

RO rang Kakitani dang ra't hdt hoang, xem ra anh ta khong ngo' minh lai
bi chi trich vé chuyén nay.

“A, chuyén d6...”

“Xét ve dia vi thi ciu khong the’ lam thé ha? Cau wu tién nhi€ém vu hon
ding khong? Toi thd'y c4u sudt ngay phai thim do sic mit clia ddm ngudi
bén Tru s& canh sat tinh, ngwoi nhw cdu ma cling hi€u dwoe tdm trang cua
Mayo v? C6 that the khong?”

Kakitani chi nhin xu6ng dwdi ma khong dap lai cau nao. Poan anh ta 18y
khan mui soa ra khai tii quan, cha'm 1€n vung théi dwong.

Maeda quay tr¢ lai.

“Viéc ti€p can nhirng ngwoi lién quan can dwoc ti€n hanh mét cach thin
trong trong chirng myc va ciing khong the€ diéu tra ta't ca ngay dugrc. Ngoai
ra, cho du ban than ngwoi dé kh?ing dinh minh c6 bang ching ngoai pham
thi ching t0i vin can xdc thyc lai. Ching toi khong th€ cung cAp nhirng
thong tin chwra chic chén, d6 chinh 12 quan di€m cta bén toi.”



“Thé tirc 12 cdc ciu cé th€ cung cAp nhirng thong tin chic chin, nhung
can it nhiéu thoi gian phai khong?”

“Pung vay. C6 diéu, hai nguoi tuyét d6i khong dwoc d€'10 ra ngoai.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi. T6i hira v&i ciu.”

Maeda van dirng nguyén tai chd, ruc rich cA't may tinh vao cip. Xem ra
anh ta dinh ct thé” di luén ma khong udng ca phé nira. Kakitani cling dirng
day.

“T6i mudn hdi cac cdu mdt chuyén nira,” Takeshi gio’ ngén trd 1én. “Thir
Bay tuén trwdc, anh trai t6i da 1én Tokyo. Anh &y da gdp ai & khach san
Tokyo Kingdom? Chéc céc ciu phai bigt roi chi#? Chuyén dé khong lién
quan gi d&€n vu an nén cac ciu co6 the€ ndi cho ching tdi bi€t dwoc ding
khong?”

Hai vién canh st nhin nhau.

“Chuyén d6 chiing to6i van chwra xdc dinh dwoc.” Maeda dép.

“That khong?”

“Gia st c6 xac dinh dwoc di chang nira,” Kakitani néi. “Thi ching toi
cling khong the€ néi ra dworc.”

Maeda khong khdi kinh ngac, chia 4nh mét dit din vé phia nguwdi dong
nghiép dén tr s& canh sit dia phwong. Kakitani van tiép 10, dwong nhw
khong nhan ra 4nh méat d6. “Vi né lién quan d&n doi tw clia nguwdi khac.”

“To6i hiéu r'oi. Ma nay, ddm ngwdi canh gic van con dirng tredre cira nha
ching t6i, cac cdu dinh ti€p tuc nhw thé dé€n bao gic’? Con con mét caa
hang x6m lang giéng nhin vao ntra, t6i muén cac cau chuan bj rit quan di
thoi.”

“RA&t xin 161 anh nhwng ching toi xin phép lam viy thém mot thoi gian.”
Kakitani n6i giong lich thiép. “Thay vao do, tir gio moi khi hai ngwdi vao
trong, chiing tdi s€ khong ding gidm sat nira. C6 di€u, xin hay han ché t&'i
da viéc vao thw phong. Ngoai ra, n€u ¢6 dem thr gi di thi cdn phién hai
ngwoi ndi mot cau voi nhan vién tree ban gidp ching t6i.”

“Pung la phién that, nhwng thoi khong sao. Toi dang dinh séng mai s€ veé
nha day. Nho cdc cau nhén trede véi nhan vién trge ban hd t6i.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Anh dinh dén 187y thwr gi a?”



“Hinh nhw chdu gai t6i dang mudn vE€ nha 18y cudn album t6t nghi€p
voi tuyén tip cac bai van tdt nghiép. Chd nhat nay con bé di hop 1op thi
phai.”

Mayo hoan toan khéng nhé minh da ting néi vé chuyén do, song co chi
im lang.

“T61 hi€u roi. Toi s€ dian nhan vién tryc ban.”

“Nho cdu. Thé théi Mayo nhi, chid chdu minh vé di.” Takeshi néi doan
ding day.



Sau khi vé dén 1 quan Hotel Marumiya, Takeshi vira vao phong da voi cdi
ao khoac roi chay ngay ra bon rira mat. Khong bi€t chd &y dinh lam gi,
Mayo ben nhom vao xem thi thd’y Takeshi dang danh rang. C6 nghi€éng dau
kho hi€u, x&p dong d6 dwng trong tidi nilon 1&€n ban. B6 1a com hop va tra
ma ho vira mua & ctra hang tién lgri. Mayo quy€t dinh hoc theo Takeshi, giai
quyét bira tdi bang mAy mén nay. Mic dii cling cdm thay 4y ndy véi ba chi
quén, song nghi d&n nhitng ngay sip t&i, cd budc phai thit chiit chi tiéu mot
chut.

Trong lic g mang boc bén ngoai hdp com, Mayo tinh co’ nhin ra géc
phong, thd'y chi&c tdi gid'y dang d€ d6. P&n hom qua c6 van chwa thd’y né,
b&i vay khi Mayo th nhom vao xem d6 la thir gi, c6 chot thd'y mot dong
truyén tranh dwoc 1eén chat bén trong. Hinh nhw ¢é da bo Mé cung nhirng bo
ndo do,ngoai ra con c6 nhirng tdc pham khac ctia Kugimiya ntra.

“Cudi cung cling tinh cd ngwoi,” Takeshi tr bon riva mét di ra.

“Chu, dong truyén tranh nay la thé nao da’y?”

“Chﬁng thé” nao ca. Pwong nhién 1a chd mua r6i. C6 diéu chi mua &
hiéu sach ci.”

“Sang nay chu ra ngoai d€ mua déng nay day a?”

“Khéng chi ¢6 vay,” Takeshi ng'di khoanh chan, doan 18y sud't mi Y sot
ca chua thit bam va lon highball ra khdi tdi ctia minh. Xem ra d6 1a bira t5i
ctia chii &y. Trude khi dn mi Y, Takeshi mé lon highball, nhdp mot ngum,
doan méo xéch mom vé khong hai 10ong. “Ping 1a trong miéng van con s6t
lai c4i mui hiing hic. C mdi T4n hiit thudc 1a chi lai bi nhu thé nay, ghét
that.”

“HOm nay la Tan dau ti€n chau thay chu hut thudc day.”

Nghe Mayo néi vay, Takeshi ben lam by mdt tram ngam, sau dé ddt lon
highball xuéng ban. Poan 6ng chi 4y kéo chiéc do khodc vira c&i phang ra
khi ndy lai gin minh rdi 14y bao thudc ra khdi tdi trong. Takeshi mé nip



bao thudc, rit mot di€u, doan nhin Mayo. “Chau c6 dong 100 yén & day
khong?”

“100 yén 4? Chéc 1a ¢6 day a.”

“Cho cha mwon di.”

Mayo I8y vi ra khoi tdi, dat dong 100 yén Ién ban. Takeshi nhiat dong
100 yén 1én bang tay trdi, roi cham cham dwa di¢u thudc dang ¢cim trén tay
phai lai gan.

Ti€p d6, khi thd'y chd &y ngdm di€u thudc vao mi€ng va ngang mat Ién,
Mayo khong khéi sing sdt. Ly do la vi di€u thuéc &y dang xuyén qua
dong 100 yén.

“0), sao lai the?”

Van ngdm dié¢u thudc trén miéng, Takeshi dung dAu ngén tay tém vio
dong 100 yén r'oi ba't ngo rit no ra, dit 1én ban. Mayo ngay lap tiec cam 1én
xem. Song, c6 khong thiy 15 thung nio trén d6ng tién.

“Chu lam lai mot I'an nwra di.”

“Nhirng ké nghiép dw thwong néi cdu d6 ngay tiec thi,” Takeshi lam bd
mat ngan ngam, bd di€u thud'c lai vao bao, sau dé ném ca bao thuéc vao sot
rac.

“OY crong vi clia mot 4o thudt gia, chi it chd ciing phai biét hit thudc vi
thi thodng s& phai pho dién ma’y trd vit vanh ki€u nhw nay day.”

“Nin ni chi d&y. Mot Tan nira thoéi ma.” Mayo chép hai tay vio nhau.

“Dai nhw dia thé?”

“Chéu sé tdng chu dong 100 yén nay.”

“Chau nghi chu la tén ngdc dd’y ha? Ma gac chuyén d6 lai, tredc tién
phai 16t da c4i di.” Takeshi v&i tay 14y hdp mi Y, thdo mang boc ra roi mé
nip, sau dé6 cam chiéc dia nhya va bit dau dn. Mic di @6 déu la nhitng ctr
chi hét strc binh thwong, vdy ma ky la thay, khong hi€u sao Mayo lai thdy
ngay cd nhirng dong tac &'y cling day mé hoac.

Mayo cam ddi diia 1én, mé ndp hop com. D6 1a sui't com v&i thit chién.
Chi s6 calorie ghi bén ngoai 1a mdt con s& trong doi 1én. T61 nay da danh,
chr ngay nao cling dn may mén nhw nay thi chang may ma béo mam mat
thoi.

“Cht cho chdu héi chiit nhé?”



“Chuyén gi, hoi vé Kenta ha?”

Mayo strng so’, “Sao chu biét?”

“Vi chau dang lam bd mat them khat chi sao.”

Mayo tirc t&i 1dm, nhwng danh nhin.

“Chu nay, chi da xem dién thoai cia anh &y r'6i ha?”

“Pién thoai? Sao chau hdi thé?”

“Thi s& thich cua chi 1a xem trom dién thoai con gi.”

“Pung ¢6 hi€u nham. Ch:fmg qua chi muon bi€t tinh hinh dréu tra nén
mé&i bat dic di 13y thong tin tir dién thoai ctia ddm canh sét, chit khong phai
thich.”

“Thé tlkc 1a chd chwa xem a? Dién thoai ctia anh Kenta 8y.”

“Chu khong c6 s& thich v6 duyén nhw thé".”

“Troi, thé thi thoi vay,” Mayo lai ti€p tuc an com hop.

Takeshi ciing ling 1& bd nhitng soi mi Y vao miéng, roi dot nhién chi
dwng tay lai.

“Cau ta c6 vé dao hoa da’y nhi?”

Mayo bd’y gio dang nhai dwa mud’, suyt chit ntra thi nghen. Co6 vdi vang
cam chai tra Nhat Ién udng.

“Chinh miéng anh Kenta néi vy v&i chd a?”

“Cau ta khong néi ra, nhwng chi nghe 1a biét. B6i teong hen ho cua ciu
ta khong chi c6 mot, hai cd.”

“Chuyén d6 chdu ciling teng nghe k€' roi.”

“Ciu ta ¢6 nhiéu kinh nghiém v&i phu nir au cling 1a chuyén tdt. Vi nhw
th& c6 nghia 1a Mayo da dwoc tuyén chon ky cang.”

“Liéu c6 phai vay khdong nhi?”” Mayo ba't gidc nghiéng dau.

“Chdu thi sao? C6 phai chdu da chon Kenta trong v6 khdi ga dan ong
khong?”

“Chéau khong hen ho nhiéu nhw theé” dau. Nhwng chau tin 1a minh da suy
nghi ky.”

“Vay a? Ma, Vé;i chu thi chuyén dé sao ma chfmg dworc,” Takeshi noi roi
lai ti€p tuc an mi Y.



Sau khi gidi quyé&t hét chd thirc dn, Takeshi bén virt chi€c hop da rong
khong, doan m¢ lon highball thir hai ra.

“Nao0, gior chti chdu minh bat d4u &n lai doan trd chuyén véi hai tay canh
sat thoi.”

“Nghe dwoc ddy a,” Mayo cling thu don hdp com ctia minh. Méc du ty
nht khong dwoc &n qua nhiéu, vy ma rd't cudc co van chén sach.

“Pau ti€n, cho chdu héi. Tai sao chu lai hit thudc trong khi chi khéng
mudn?”’

“Chuyén d6 d€ sau di. Trude hét, hdy bit dau tir viéc cta hai tay canh
sat. Ho dd cin cau ding nhw muc dich cia chi. Ho muén xac nhian xem véi
nhirng chuyén lién quan dén tai chinh, bd chdu da ban bac v&i chi nhw the’
nao.”

“Pung vy, nhung chdu ng6i nghe bén canh ma chealng hiéu mo té gi ca.
Vu thwra k&' 1a thé nao da’y a?”

“V€ chuyén do, chd can giai thich mdt chit. Thyc ra sang nay cha da di
xem nha cia Moriwaki.”

“Moriwaki, y chu la Moriwaki Atsumi? Chu da gép co 8y a?”

“Chud dau c¢6 lam may chuyén ba't can nhw th&". Chu da bao la xem nha
roi con gi. Mot ngdi nha khd hoanh trang, ndm trong mdt khu dan cw. Thi
cling ding thoi, nghe dau 6ng Moriwaki Kazuo — chi nhan ng6i nha dé la
mot doanh nhan xua't ching, dam nhan vai tro 1anh dao & tdn may cong ty
16m, 6ng ta da s6ng & My cho dén cach diy 2 nam. Sau khi vé nuwoc, 6ng
Moriwaki Kazuo tré lai qué hwong va mic du van dinh dédng dén cong ty
trén danh nghia la ngwoi ¢6” van, song thye cha't ong ta da giai nghé. Tén
Kazuo ctia ng ta viét bang chit Hoa trong hoa binh va chit Phu.”

“Chu biét twong tdn qua nhi? Chi nghe ai néi vay?”

“M3ay ngwoi hang xom ay. Xem ra Moriwaki Kazuo 1a nguoi chinh tryc
nén khong tha’y ai néi xau v€ 6ng ta ca. Nghe ndi 6ng ta cling ra't tich cuc
tham gia cac hoat dong cda to dan phd’.”

“Chu lai gia dang canh sat d€ nghe ngéng da’y a? Nho dung d6 voi canh
sat that thi chd tinh sao?”

“Chéng tinh sao ca. Chd ¢6 1am gi xA'u dau. V4 lai chd ciing ching xung
minh 1a canh sat cau nao. Mac du c¢é th€ ddi phwong c dinh ninh la nhw
the".”



Chéc chén Takeshi di tidc dong d& ho ngd nhan nhu vay, song chi ra diéu
d6 vao lic nay chi to ton thoi gian.
“Nghe cach néi cia chi thi hinh nhw 6ng Moriwaki Kazuo d6 da qua doi
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roi.

“Ong ta ma't h'6i thang 4 nim ngodi. Nguyén nhan t& vong 12 bénh viém
phoi ca’p do chiing virus Corona m&i gy ra.”

“A,ralahdidéa...”

D6 1a thoi di€m sd ca tik vong va s6 ca bénh niang do dai dich Corona dat
dinh diém.

“Tw nhirng thong tin trén, chd dodn vu tai khodn ngan hang cia b6" ma
Moriwaki Atsumi nhic dén trong hdp thw thoai dwong nhw cé lién quan
dén tai san ma bd cd ta d€'lai.”

“A, th& nén chi mé&i néi véi Kakitani 13 chuyén d6 lién quan d&n van dé
thwra k& Nhwng 1am cach nao chd biét tai san cua 6ng ta da bi€n mat?”

“Chuyén d6 thi phai dé€n khi nghe Kakitani hdi chd moi biét.”

“O, nhung chinh chi tra 101 ding co’ ma.”

“Pa’y la vi ¢6 tin hiéu nhw the"”

“Tin hi€u?” Mayo khong hi€u Takeshi dang néi vé chuyén gi, c6 nhiu
may, nghiéng d4u ngdm nghi. “Thé& nghia 1a gi a?”

“Chau con nh¢ hai cau héi tredre d6 khong? Mot 1a ¢6 phai ngwoi qua cd
d6 dang 6m mot khoan ng’ khong 16 chir ding néi d€n chuyén co tai san,
hai 1a ¢6 phai ngwoi qua cd d6 dang gédp xich mich vé chuyén thwa k& hay
khong.”

“Pung ro6i. V&i ca hai cau hdi do, chd déu tra loi 1a sai.”

“Béi vi trong mdt khoanh khic, mét clia Kakitani da hwéng 1én phia trén,
bén phai.”

“MA4t? Phia trén bén phai?”

“Thoéng thwong, khi vira hinh dung trong ddu vé mdt céi gi d6 vira ndi,
ngudi ta rat dé dwa mét 1én trén, bén phai. Nguwoc lai, néu dang nhé vé mot
chuyén c6 that, ngudi ta s& hwéng mét 1&n trén, bén trai. N6i mot cich cue
ky dai khdi thi ldc n6i d&i mit hwdng sang phai, khi néi that mit hudng
sang trai.”



“0, that th& ha chi?” Mayo ddo mét qua trdi roi qua phai. “Lan t&i chau
phai thtr nghi€m v&i ai @6 moi dworce.”

“Chuyén dé chi dién ra trong mdt tich tic, ngay ci ban than ngudi dé
cling khong ty nhan ra dwoc, thé nén néu chwa quen s€ rat kho de phat
hién. Va lai, chi da néi la thong thwong roi con gi. Chuyén gi cling cé
ngoai 1é. Tuy nhién, sau may Tan gip g& va tro chuyén thr véi Kakitani,
chi tin chic minh ¢6 the 4p dung quy tic nay v&i cdu ta.”

“Troi, héa ra 1a nhw vay.”

“Con nira, chd da d€ mat d&n cad Maeda. Tay canh sit non choet d6 rat
hay th€ hién qua phan &ng cla co’ the viéc cu ta ¢c6 hirng thi voi cha dé
nao dé hay khong. V&i nhirng chu dé ciu ta khong quan tim, cdc co’ trén
nhirng ngén tay dat 1én ban phim cta ciu ta s€ tha 1dng ra, con v&i nhirng
chi @& ma ciu ta quan tdm thi cac co d6 ngay lap tirc gong 1én. S& Tan
chép miét ciing gidm hin. Khi Kakitani nhéc dén chuyén sd tai san dang ly
dwoc thira hwedng da khong canh ma bay, tin hiéu ma ca hai ngwoi phat ra
o rang d€u am chi d6 la ciu tra loi ding.”

Mayo nhin chdm chim khudn mit v&i mé rau ria 1&m chém cta 6ng
chu.

“Sao thé?”

“A khong, chau chi dang nghi liéu chd c¢6 th€ phét huy ning lwc ciia minh
vao nhirng viéc t6t hon hay khong. Nhw gitip nguoi chaamg han.”

“Pay khong phai viéc ctia chau. N6i chung, nho vdy ma chd da biét
dwoc thong tin dai khai r6i. C6 1€ canh sat da ti€p cin voi Moriwaki
Atsumi d€ héi ly do ¢6 ta goi dién cho b6 chau cling nhw y nghia cia doan
tin nhin ma co ta d€ lai trong hdp thw thoai. Va phai ching cau trd 1o cia
Moriwaki Atsumi 1a, khi tim hi€u vé tai khoan ngén hang cta nguoi b6 vira
qua doi ndm ngodi, cd ta phat hién mot khoan tién Ion da bi€n ma't, bdi vy
cd ta da nho thdy Kamio hdi nguoi phu trach & ngén hang xem 1y do la gi.
Tai sao ¢ ta lai nho’ bd” chau chuyén d6? PAy 13 vi b o ta néi ring ngudi
phu trach & ngén hang d6 1a do bd chdu gidi thiéu... Chd doan vay.”

“Nguoi phu trach dé chinh 1a Makihara w?”

“Nghi nhw vay la hop ly. Sau khi nghe chuyén do, Kakitani va Maeda da
tim d&n chd d€ thwc hién hai muc dich. Mot 1a chirng thwe xem chuyén
Atsumi n6i ¢6 that khong, hai 1a x4c nhian xem bd chédu cé bi€t 1y do vi sao



khoan tién gwri d6 lai bi€n ma't khdi tai khoan hay khoan ti€én d6 da di dau
vE dau khong.”

“Né&u vay thi canh sat da khong dat dwgc muc dich nao ca, chd nhi? B&i
vi thye ra chi cheamg bi€t gi ca.”

“Ping vdy, nhung c6 1& chuyén Atsumi néi 12 that. Chang ¢6 1y do gi d&
noi doi nhw vay cd. Van dé 1a & chd bd' chdu ¢6 biét 1y do vi sao khodan tién
gtri d6 bi€n ma't khong. Cho di khong biét thi van c6 kha ning 16 mo: dodn
ra dwgrc. Du gi bd chdu ciing kha ranh m&’y chuyén lién quan dén tai chinh
ma.”

“Ha?” dén diy Mayo lai mét Tan nira th6t 1én. “Vwa nay chd chglng noi
voi canh sat 1a bd’ chdu rdt mi mo vE ma’y chuyén dd’y co ma?”

“Néu khong néi b6" chdu miu mo chuyén d6 thi sao giai thich dwoc
chuyén bd chdu ban bac v&i chid. H6i con tré, b6 chdu ciing tirng choi ¢O
phi€u, nén khong thé néi bd chau ho hirng v&i chuyén dau tw tai chinh
dwoc.”

“Chdu ching biét gi ca.”

“Chuyén xwa roi. M@y nam gan day kinh t€ suy thodi, b6’ chdu s¢ rti ro
cao nén ciling khong médn ma nwa. N6i gi thi néi, n€u bd chiu phat hién 1y
do vi sao khoan tién d6 khong canh ma bay thi cau chuyén s€ thanh ra bat
on ngay thoi. Vi thé nao cling cé ké khong mudn chuyén d6 bi phoi bay
ngoai anh sang.”

Ngay khi hi€u ra y nghia an sau cAu néi ctia Takeshi, Mayo bdong sén hét
da ga.

“Y chii 1a k& d6 da giét bd' chau w?”

“Chi it thi canh sat cling dang nghi v€ kha nang d6.”

“Ching c6 nhé... k& d6 chinh 1a Makihara?”

“Né&u nhirng gi chi vira néi 1a sy thit thi xem ra s€ khong cé chuyén cdu
ta vO can. Chdu tht nho lai doan tro chuyén véi Makihara & quan rwou cia
ban chdu t61 qua di.”

“Chuyén b6 chdau ban v&i chd vE viéc hoc tro ctia dng ¢ the€ da gy ra
mot vu ric 161 tién bac nhi?”

“Phan &ng cia Makihara khi nghe chuyén &y thé nao? Theo nhirng gi
chd nghe dwoc qua mdy nghe trom thi cé vé nhw ciu ta khdong dwoc binh



tinh cho 1&m.”

“Pung la ciu ta hoi ma't tw nhi€n thit nhueng ma...”

Mayo dang dinh néi ti€p ciu “khoéng doi nao c¢6 chuyén dé”, song co
danh nud't lai. Co nhé ra Takeshi dd ting chi trich minh ring dit hung tha 12
ai thi c0 cluing s€ ndi cung mdt cau do.

“Né&u suy luén theo hwong d6 1a ding thi sém mudn gi canh sat ciing lam
séng td thdi. V& phan minh, chiing ta chi con c4ch doi theo dién bién clia sy
vi€c.” Takeshi n6i giong lanh tanh, doan cam lon highball 1€n udng.

Mayo ben thd dai, u6ng tra dong chai. Ban hoc cua ¢6 1a hung thu sat hai
b6’ cd, Mayo khong mudn nghi t&i diéu nay song dwong nhw ¢d nén chuan
bi s&n tinh than. C6 nhé lai quang canh & quan nhdu 07 qua. Ching 18
Makihara c6 lién quan dé&n cdi chét clia bd ¢d, ma van cé the binh than nhic
dén Cong vién mé cung do trede mat Mayo hay sao?

Mayo d&€ méit d&n mot thir gi d6 14 ldnh vira rovi ra khoi tdi 40 khodc ma
Takeshi virt quang quét & d6. P&’y chinh la chiéc bat ltra déu.

“Tw tredre chd da ¢ chiéc bat Ira kia roi a?”

“Cai nay ha,” Takeshi cam bat ltra 1én. “Thi tran nay chfmg co 18y hang
tap héa nao. Tién dwong di ki€m d6ng truyén tranh, chi da t&i mot cira
hang ban @0 tw stra chira & thi trdn bén canh d€ mua da’y. Gitra mot thi tran
nam & cdi viing cang ngay cang it ctra hang ban 12 nhu thé nay, ding 12 can
14m mot ctra hang 1én d&n nhw vay.”

Qua nhién chuyén mua bat lItra & My la d&i tra.

“Chd van chwa néi cho chau nghe 1y do chd hiit thud'c tredre mit hai vién
canh sat d6 la gi dau day.”

“T&1 hom qua, lic chéau di gap Kakitani, cau ta da héi chdu mét cau rat la
ding khong? Cau ta hdi b6 chau cé hit thuéc khong, dung bat Ira loai
nao.”

“Piing vdy. Chdu cling nghi anh ta héi gi ky thé’, nhwng chuyén dé thi sao
a?”

“Moi cau hdi clia canh sdt chic chin déu cé y nghia. DPiéu ching ta cé
thé’ nghi dé€n la canh sat da tim thay dau vét ctia mdt chi€c bat Itra & hién
treong hodc trén thi the b6" chau.”



“Dau v€t cia mdt chi€c bat Iira w?” Mayo chau may. “P¢ la gi? Chau
khong hiéu y chd cho 18m.”

“Chii dung ttr hoi khé hi€u, nhung chi con céch dién dat nhw vay thoi.
Né&u tim thay mot chi€c bat Itra thi hén ho s€ cho chdu xem va hdi thir dé
cé phéi ctia bd chau khong. Tém lai, thi ho tim tha’y khong phai ban than
chié€c bat Itra ma 1a mot cai gi d6 cho thd’y sy tOn tai ciia mdt chi€c bat lra.
Chu doan phai chang d6 la loai dau dung cho bat Itra. Vi th€’, chi da chuan
bi thir nay d€ tham do phan rng cta ddm canh sat,” Takeshi c&¢ m& ra, dong
vao nap bat Itra khién né kéu tanh tdch.

“Viay 1a Kakitani d4 cin ciu réi. Anh ta di hdi chi 1a bay gior bd” chdu
con dung bat Itra dau nira khong.”

“Nho vy ma chii cang tin chiac. Khong ching trén quian 4o clia bd chiu
c6 dinh dau cling nén. Dau cta bat Itra cho du ¢é boc hoi thi mui cda né
van con lru lai mai. Poi gidam dinh phap y chic s& nhan ra dwoc.”

Mayo chdng tay 1én m4, tha cho tri ted'ng twgng bay xa.

“Hung thli ¢6 dem theo bat Itra dau, trong ldc giang co v&i bd chau, vi
mdt 1y do nao day, dau bi ri ra ngoai. C6 phai thé” khong a?”

“Ciing c¢6 kha nang la nhw vay. Trong s6 cac ban cia chdu, c6 nhirng ai
hat thudc?”

“Xem nao. T61 qua lic & quan cia Numakawa chau khong thay ai hit,
nhwng cling chéng biét duoc. Biét dau trong s6” d6 ¢6 nguwoi hut.”

“Gan day chuyén khong hit thudc trong cic ctra hang an udng da tr&
thanh 1€ thwong tinh r'oi ma.”

“Ciing phai. Ma chdu mudn hdi chd mot cau, c6 that la gan day thi
thodng bd’ chau van hit thudc khong a?”

“Di nhién la néi xao roéi.”

“Pung nhw chdu dodn,” Mayo Itir mit nhin Takeshi. “Ch4u dang d'an hiéu
ra manh khée cta chi roéi.”

“Chau nghi vay sao? Chud khong phai ngwoi dé dodn nhuw thé” dau.”

“Chu dich thij 1a chuyén gia trong linh vyc lra gat ngwoi khac. Pén doan
cudi chu cling héi do khéo that day.”

“Chau dang néi dén d6i twong ma bd” chau da gap Tokyo ay ha?”



“Vang. Mic du ho khdng cho bi€t té€n, nhwng ching ta cling hi€u 1a canh
sat da xac dinh dwoe danh tinh cda nguoi d6. Ca chuyén ngwoi dé6 dwong
nhu khong dinh liu d&€n vu én nwra.”

“Chuyén do6 la Kakitani ¢ tinh n6i cho chiing ta bi€t thi ding hon 1a chu
moi ra dwoc. Mic du Maeda t ra khong biang long cho 1&m.”

“Cd tinh? Sao lai the"a?”

“Ai bi€t. Phai chang l1a bu cho mdt nén nhang?”’

Thi ra la vay, nghe Takeshi néi, Mayo m¢i vo 1€ ra. Co ¢6 cam giac minh
can nhin nhan lai con ngwoi Kakitani mét chuit.

“Thoi nao, cudc hop tac chi€n da két thuc, dém nay chu s€ miét mai den
sach,” Takeshi v tay vao hai @i, doan dirng diy, 14’y ra vai cudn Mé cung
do trong chié&c tdi gid'y dit canh twong.

“Le& nao bay gio’ chd dinh doc hét ddong d6 w?”

“Khong dugc sao?”

“Khong phai th&’, nhung chd s& mét 1dm da’y.”

“Pay la tdc pham truyén tranh ra't c6 the’ sé gép phan vyc ddy qué hwong
ching ta. Poc n6 du c6 mét it nhieéu thi cing khong di ddu ma thiét,”
Takeshi bén dya lung vao twong, m& cubén truyén tranh ra. Mayo thay
ngoai bia sach ghi chtt Tdp mot. Lic & dam tang, Takeshi dd phun mot
trang nhirng 101 tAng bo'c danh cho Kugimiya, khong hi€u sao chd Ay ¢6 thé€
lam dworc nhw thé trong khi con chwa doc chtr nao.

“Vay chau vé phong day,” Mayo ding day.

“Ngay mai chu s€ ra ngoai ttr sang, chau c biét thé nhé.”

“Chu di dau?”

“Chau khong nghe chuyén a? Chd da bao v&i Kakitani 1a s€ vé nha con
fod T

“Chuyén d6 la that a? Chau ctr twedng chi lai ndi bwra ntra chir.”

“N6i brra 1a thé” nao. Chdu phai goi diy 1a meo ndi chuyén khi da tinh
toan thiét ho'n dd moi nhé.”

“Chuyén 18y album t6t nghiép va tuyén tdp cdc bai van la chd néi doi
ding khong? Muc dich thyc sy cta chi 1a gi?”

“Chuyén d6 d€’ khi nao vé nha chd néi cho.”



,“Hfrm... Chau hiéu roi. Thoi, chic chi nga ngon. B6ng sach kia, chd
gdng doc nhé.”

Takeshi khé gio tay phai 1én, mit vin d4n vao cudn truyén tranh.

Mayo tr¢ v€é phong, trong lic cd dang tay trang thi thdy cé dién thoai.
Nguwoi goi 1a Kenta.

“Anh nghe k&' r'6i. HOm nay em da hop trec tuyén ding khong?”

“Tai c6 chiit viéc bang moi gid em phai thu x&p trong hdm nay. Nho vay
ma em khong can phai thay doi k& hoach tuan sau.”

“Sang tudn em s€ 1€n cong ty a?”

“Em dang dinh nhw vay. Sao ha anh?”

“A khong, anh twdng em dinh s& 1am viéc dwdi dd’y mot thoi gian.”

Mayo mim cwdi, dién thoai van dp trén tai. “Sao the” dwgc? Chuyén do 1a
khong th€ ma anh.”

“Ciing phai. L'an nay vé qué em anh m¢i thd’y dé 1a mét thi trdn yén binh
va dep d€. Dudi d6 con ¢6 nhiéu ban be, anh dang lo biét dau em lai khong
mudn quay tré vé Tokyo ntra.”

“Khong ¢ chuyén d6 dau. Chi tai ¢ nhi€u viéc vat phai giai quy€t qua
nén em chwa vé dwgc thoi. Chwa k€ em con phai gép go canh sat niva.”

“Th& ha,” giong Kenta chung xudng. “Viéc di€u tra c6 ti€n trien gi
khong em?”

“Em khong bi€t nira. Em phé méc hét cho canh siat ma.”

“Vay a? Em n6i cling ding. Chi con cach d6 thoi chir sao?”

“Em dang c& d€ khong suy nghi qua nhiéu.”

“I\J', vay la tot ddy. Thé&, anh khong cén t&i d6 nira a? Ngay mai la thi
Bay nén anh c6 thé xud't phat t budi sang.”

“N€u anh dén thi em s€ rat vui... Ij’m, nhung dung la khong can dau.
That sy em c6 rat nhi€u viéc vat phai lam, chic cing khong ngdi noi
chuyén thong tha v&i anh dwge.”

“Thé& a? Vay khi nao ranh hon thi em néi v&i anh nhé. Anh s€ t&i do6
ngay.”

“Cam on anh.”

Sau khi cip mdy, Mayo bat giac thé dai.



Co cling mudn Kenta t&i diy. Song nghi dén tinh canh hién tai, n€u anh
dén, chic chin moi chuyén s& rat ric r8i. C6 mudn gidu chuyén hai chi
chau dang ty minh diéu tra.

Mot thi trdn yén binh va dep dé. Mayo ngam lai 1o Kenta n6i.

Gia du bo me Kenta bi€t dwgrc chuyén ban hoc ctia ¢6 1a hung tha, li€u
ho s& nghi th& nao vé thi tri'n ndy nhi? Mot ngwdi cho d&n hom qua van
con binh thwong bdong dung thay da ddi thit, tré thanh st nhin giét chét vi
an sw thoi cAp hai ctia minh, liéu ho c6 cho ring thj trin nay gidng nhuw
mot vung da't man r¢, tan bao khong?

DAu ring né thue sy 1a mot thj trdn dep dé.

Dau rﬁng n6 1a mot thi tran khong tén, mot thi trdn bé nhd, tAm thwong,
hau nhw chzatng ma’y ai ghé chan.



Sdng hom sau, trong lic Mayo dang dung bira sang & nha an thi Takeshi
lrng thirng di t&i, ng'6i xudng gh&” ddi dién. Khuén mit chd a4y rd rang
dang ra't mét moi. Nom nhuw dd c6 quang thaim duwdi mét.

“Chd thitc tring dém that a7

Takeshi xoay c& that manh, roi diing tay phai bép vai. “Chic chd ngl
dwoc khoang mot tiéng.”

“Chu da doc hét bo truyén do6 roi a?”

“Purong nhién r'oi. Chd kha bat ngo voi doan két. Ai dé cu thanh nién
do lai te khong gian do tré vEé thé gidi thyc, chién ddu voi ké thi trong
tinh trang thi€u ca t& chi. Khong ngo tac gia lai ¢6 th€ nghi ra dwoe chuyén
nhu vay.”

D6 an cta Takeshi dwoc mang tdi. Bira sang da bao gom trong tién thué
tro. C6 diéu, Takeshi khong cam dlia ngay ma chi chdm chdm udng tra,
khong biét c6 phai day la mot trong nhirng Ian hi€'m hoi chi &y khong thi€t
tha an u6ng hay khong.

“Nhwng ma...” Takeshi cam chén tra trén tay, 1am bam. “Phai c6ng nhan
Mé cung do dling la tuyét tac thit, nhwng nhirng tic pham thoi ky dau cua
Kugimiya cling khong t&€. Tac pham d4u tay cla cdu ta cling xing tdm danh
tac 1&m chit.”

“Téac pham dau tay? Chud doc ca cudn dé sao?”

“Tiéu dé cua no la Mot cdi toi khdc la hon ma. C6t truyén k€ vé nhan vat
chinh c6 ngwoi anh trai song sinh khong th€ chao doi, linh h'on ciu ta trd
ngu bén trong em trai minh, xua't hién nhw mot h'én ma, c6 kha nang di di
V€ Ve gitra thé€ gidi bén nay va th& gi¢i bén kia. Nhan vit chinh da hop strc
v&i linh h'6n cda ngwoi anh trai, vieot qua mudn van khé khan d€ gidi quyét
van dé. Cot truyén thu vi, vui nhon, @m long, va du am dong lai cling ra't
dé chju.”

“Chu khen hét loi ludn da’y nhi?”



“V&i tic pham d6, Kugimiya da bit dau con dwong clia mot tic gia
chuyén nghiép. Sau dd’y mot thoi gian, cdu ta ¢6 tung ra mot tac pham voi
motif twong tw, nhung c6 vé nhw khong deoc chd y ma’y. Vi th€ ciu ta da
quy€t tam thay doi 180 do hinh anh ctia ban than, chuyén sang mot huwdong
di hoan toan khiac va da thanh cong, cho nén chi budc phdi thtra nhan
Kugimiya sé& htru mot tai nang twong doi dang ne€’ day.”

Takeshi kha ting hd Kugimiya. Xem ra sau khi danh tron mdt dém doc
hét cac tac pham cua Kugimiya, 6ng chui nay da tré thanh fan hAm md cua
cau taroi.

“Cau ta ding la thién tai da’y chd, Tsukumi da bao dam nhw vay ma.”

“Tsukumi c6 phai cdu ban da qua doi r'6i khong?”

Cudi cung Takeshi ciing chiu cam diia 1€n. “Cau thi€u nién dé da bao
dam chuyén gi?”

“Chau chwa néi v&i chd nhi? Cau &y bao ddm Kugimiya sé thanh c6ng
voi tw cach mét tac gia truyén tranh.”

Mayo giai thich qua vé m&i quan hé gitra Kugimiya va Tsukumi h'6i cap
hai. C6 cting n6i thém rﬁng, khi mot s& ban hoc ctia ¢6 dwore vi von la Jaian
roi Suneo, thi d6i v&i Kugimiya von l1a Nobita, Tsukumi dwgrc coi nhw
Doraemon.

“Hurm, Doraemon 4?” Takeshi da bit dau dong diia vao bira sdng, song
nhin mat chi &y khéng giong nhw dang thwdng thirc mén an.

“Chu dang nghi gi thé?”

“Trong truyén Doraemon con c6 mot nhan vat quan trong khic nwa. La
con gai ay.”

“Shizuka a4y a. Ngwoi con gai ma Nobita luén woc ao.”

“Co nang xinh dep lu6én song hanh v&i Kugimiya liéu c6 phai chinh la
Shizuka khong?”

“Kokorika 8y a,” Mayo ngoeo hin dau sang mot bén. “Khong, chiu
khong bi€t nwra. N6i gi thi néi, Shizuka ludn ting ho Nobita co' ma.”

“Kokorika khong lam vay sao?”

“Co ta thi hoi khac. Kokorika ung h6 Kugimiya nhwng 1a xud't phat tw
toan tinh cda cd ta. Co6 ta chi dang cho doi mdt dw an 1én hon lién quan
dén Mé cung do ti trén troi roi xudng. Von di h'di hoc cip hai, co ta con



chiang budn d& mit d&n Kugimiya. Xem thuwong ciu ta dén tin xwong tay
xy.”

“Con Kugimiya thi sao? Ciu ta thich Kokorika phai khong? Haraguchi
da ndéi nhw vy ma.”

“A, chuyén d6 thi khong sai dwoc dau. Bing khong, cdu ta da chealng nghe
theo 101 Kokorika.”

Takeshi dung dwa cam, gt gii, sau d6 lai ti€p tuc cam diia gdp thirc in.

An sang xong, ai vé phong ngwdi ndYy, stta soan dé ra ngoai. Takeshi da din
Mayo phai dem theo chi€c tdi to ma c¢6 da dung & dam tang, thanh th cd
danh deo chi€c tdi tote 1én vai r'6i ra khdi phong.

Hai nguoi goi taxi, 1én xe vé nha. Trwedc cOng, vién canh sat canh chirng
van ding d6 nhw moi khi. Song, c6 vé nhw anh ta da nghe Kakitani bdo
tred’c nén vira nhac thdy bong hai chi chdu, anh ta da cui dau chao roi
ding dep sang mét bén. Chirng nhe mudn ndi “hai ngwoi ctr viée di qua.”

Vao dén thw phong, Takeshi 1ién nhim thzalng dén gia sdch. Tha’y Takeshi
ding tredrc nhirng tap tai liéu lién quan dén treong hoc, Mayo khong khoi
ngac nhién. Ho that sy c6 viéc d€lam v&i may thir d6 sao?

Takeshi rit mot tap tai li€u ra. PO 1a Tuyén tdp cdc bai van tot nghiép
khoa 42, khoa ciia Mayo.

“Chéu cho cai nay vao tai di.”

Lic nhan 18y tip tai li€u Takeshi chia ra cho minh, Mayo m&i thdy né
ning trich. Au ciing 13 18 dwong nhién thoi. Vi trong d6 phai ¢ hon hai
tram to gid’y chuyén d€ vié€t vin ma. Mayo vwra bd nd vao tdi tote da thay
vai triu xuéng.

“Cho chu hoi chiit, c6 phai nhirng bai van t6t nghi€p nay s€ dwoee in ra va
phat cho ta't cd hoc sinh khong?”

“Pung roi. Thay co sé phat trong 1€ t6t nghiép.”

“Gio chdu con gitr khéng?”



“Tuyén tap cac bai van td't nghiép 4y a? Cha, chdu khong nhé 1a minh da
trng virt nd, nén cd 1€ van con & trén gid sach phong chdu.”

“Phong chau. Tic 1a can phong trén fang hai 4y a?”

“Vang, phong cia chdu ma.”

“N€&u vay thi di tim cho chu di. Tim ra r'6i thi bd ca cai d6 vao tdi.”

“Chu dinh 1am gi v&i ther d6? NOi dung cling y hét nhirng bén thdo dwoc
dong trong tap tai liéu nay ma. Chang qua chi danh may roi in ra thoi. Con
nwra, n€u mang cai dé di thi can gi tap tai li€u ndng triu nay nwra a?”

“Nhiéu loi thé nhi? Pwoc roi, dirng cé 1€éo nheo, cr lam nhw chi bao
di.”

Mayo tra lori hdm hye, thé r'oi ding ldc ¢d dang dinh ra khdi phong thi bi
Takeshi goi lai: “Dgi da.” Mayo ngoai lai, thd’y chu 2y dang rat mot tap tai
liéu khéac twr gia sach xuéng.

C6 ben vong ra dang trede, nhin bia tap tai liéu. D6 1a Tuyén tdp cdc bai
van tot nghiép khoa 37 .

“Sao chi lai xem tuyén tap cac bai van cta khéa d6?”

Mayo hdi, song Takeshi khong trd 1oi. Chd &y dang 1at gio tap tai liéu
v&i vé mat bi hi€m.

Cudi cung, canh tay chi &y cling dwng lai.

“Qua nhién la nhw vay. Ping nhw chd nghi,” Takeshi cwoi nham hi€m.

“Thé’1a thé" nao? Chd mau néi di.”

Takeshi 1ién dong phap tap tai liéu lai, quay sang nhin Mayo. Nu cuoi da
tat trén khuon mit. Ddi mét 4nh 1én vé nghiém trong.

“Mét that. Chd khong mudn dinh lfu d&n may chuyén ric rdi ki€u nhu
nay, nhung d€ lam sang td chan twdng sy that thi chi khong thé khdng néi
dwoc.”

“Chu dang n6i gi vay? Chd dung c6 lam ra vé nghiém trong nhw thé nitra,
chu gidi thich nhanh 1é€n nao.”

Takeshi khé thé dai r'oi mi cat loi. “Chd mudn nho chau mot viée.”

“Chau a? Viéc gi méi dwoc?”

“Mot nhiém vy hoi phién todi. Néu chau khdéng mudn thi c tr chdi
cling dwoee. Trong treong hop d6, chi sé tinh cach khac.”



M4i nha dd trén nén twong tring, vwon nhd trdi cd xanh. Mayo bim
chudng trong lic dang nghiéng dau ngdm nghi, liéu c¢6 phai tr ngay xwa
ngdi nha nay da khang trang nhw thé roi hay khong nhi? Chi sau chdc lat
cO da nghe thd'y mdt giong nodi twoi vui: “Vang.”

“Té, Mayo day. Chao ciu.”

“U, cau mé& cong vao di,” Momoko néi.

Nghe vady, Mayo bén budc vao khudn vién ctia ngdi nha, thd'y Momoko
trong chi€c 4o ni da md ctra ti€p don.

Mot cdu bé mic quan cdc ding dwdi chin ¢6 &y. Mayo bat gidc reo 1én:
“Oa.”

“Chao chdu. Rat vui dwore 1am quen véi chau!”

Thing bé 1ién nap sau chiéc quan jeans clia me, v& mit day canh gidc.

“Sao theé”? Con khong chao co a?”

Bi me giuc, cu c4u bén Ii nhi cAu gi d6. Mayo nghe khong rd, song van
dap: “Cam on chau.”

Mayo dwgec dan vao phong khéach. P6 1a mot cidn phong sdng sta, trong
ra voeon. H6i hoc cap hai, Mayo tirng d&€n diy choii may Tdn, nhwng gior ¢6
ching con nhé gi ca.

Nghe Mayo néi vy, Momoko bén cuwoi: “Cling phai thdéi. Nha t& méi
stra sang lai cdch ddy ba ndm ma. Sau khi vé huu, bd t& bdo mudén s6ng
trong mdt ngdi nha thodi mai. Chgng the" ma khoang mot phian ba sd tién
hwu tri cda 6ng da bay ma't ti€u. Xong bd to lai cudng 1én, kéu l1a khong di
lam thi ché€t d&, thanh thi lai di 1am cho cong ty con. Thé& c6 ham khong co’
che.”

“Me cdu cling van di lam nhi? Ngay nao ciing vay a?”

“Me to lam thém, tuédn ba, bdn budi théi. Lam cho vién dwong ldo & thi
trAn bén canh. Xin 10i ciu nhé. Pdng ra hdm nay me t& cling & nha daYy,



nhung lai bi goi di dot xua't.”

“Khong sao, cdu dwng ban tdm. Ciing tdt vi 1au ro6i t& moi dwoe dén
day.”

Chinh Mayo di goi cho Momoko néi rang c6 chiit viéc, khong biét hai
ngwoi c6 theé gdp nhau khong. Nghe vdy, Momoko tra 1oi ¢d ¢6 thoi gian
nhwng vi hdm nay bd di choi golf, me ciing di lam khong c¢é nha nén liéu
c6 ¢6 the€ dan cdu con trai theo khong. Mayo nghi bung ra quan nao d6 bén
ngoai thi lai phdi d&€ mit d&n tré con, khé ma trd chuyén thong thd dworc.
B&i vdy Mayo da dé xuat d€n nha Momoko va c¢6 &y cling rat hoan
nghénh: “Pwgc vay thi tdt cho t& qua.”

Cau con trai ¢6 tén Mitsugu nim nay 2 tudi. Cau bé cé doi mét trong tréo
va khudn mit rat dé thwong. Lic ndy cu ciu dang bat dau choi x&p hinh &
g6c phong.

“Mayo, cau uéng ca phé hay tra? Hay la...” Momoko lam c& chi nhw
dang nghiéng cdc udng, doan n® nu cwei tinh qudi. “Hay 1a choi ludn bia
di? Gio’ con chwa dén budi triea ma.”

“A, bia cling dugrce.”

“Th& quy€t ludn nhé.”

“Xin 10i ciu. T¢ cling dinh dem moén gi d6 dén, nhung chealng nghi ra céi
gi hay ho cd. Mua dic san qué minh ciling chging de’'lam gi.”

“Cau khong phai cau né chuyén d6 dau. Moi ngwoi déu biét thi tran nay
chiing c6 14y ctra hang, ctra hidu ndo ra hon ma.”

Momoko budc di uyén chuyén vao bép, sau d6 tré ra véi mot cdi khay
dat hai lon bia va hai chi€c c6c thuay tinh, cdng thém mot dia bay céc loai
hat.

Poan Momoko rét bia vao tirng cdc, u6ng mot ngum va mim cwoi rat
twoi. “Lam mot cd'c bia vao trrra thir Bay 1a tuyét nha't da’y nhi?”

“Pung that.”

“A, phai réi. T& c6 mét tin nay. Budi hop 1&p ngay mai, I&p minh s& thoi
khong lam 1€ twédng nhé cho Tsukumi nira.”

“Vay a? Sao lai th&?”

“Me cau &y dé nghi nhw thé. C6 &y bdo rdt cam kich vé chuyén nay,
nhwng trong mwoi nam qua ¢6 th€ con ¢6 nhitng ngwoi khac ciling da qua



doi, n€u chi minh con trai ¢6 &y dwoc twdng nhd thi co 47y s& dy ndy 1dm.”

“Hurm, th& 2? Chic cd 'y nghi ca cho bd t& nira.”

“Ciing c6 the€,” Momoko khong phu nhan. “Thé&’, ciu bao c6 chuyén la
chuyén gi? Thyec ra t& dang to mo 14m day nay.”

“I\J',” Mayo ben dédt cd'c xudng, nhin chdm chim khuén mit c6 ban than.

“Té mudn hdi cdu mot chuyén. Chuyén hém thir Bay tudn trwedc, ngay 6
thang 3 87y.”

“Th& Bay?” Anh mit Momoko hoi bdn chon sao d6.

“Hom d6, b6" t& da 1én Tokyo va gap g& mdt nguoi & khach san Tokyo
Kingdom. Cau biét nguoi d6 phai khong?”

Nu cuoi da tit hin trén mdi Momoko. Co ay hit thd that manh, 1'6ng
nguc phip phong.

“Cau nghe chuyén do tw canh sat a?”

Mayo ben lic dau.

“Canh sat khong néi cho to biét. Ho bao 1y do 1a vi chuyén dé c6 lién
quan dén doi tw cia ngwoi khac. Nhung chd t& da suy luén ra duoc.”

“Chu cau 47” Momoko nhiu may vé ngo vuc.

“Chd &y tuy hoi 14p di nhung lai rd't thong minh,” Mayo vira nho lai
doan tro chuyén véi Takeshi & thw phong, vira néi.

Suy luén cua Takeshi hoan toan hop logic.

“Nhan vat ma b chau bi mat gap g& ¢ Tokyo la ai? Ching ta hidy goi
nguwrdi d6 12 X. Vi hai ngwdi di hen giip nhau nén chic chin trong dién
thoai di dong hodc dién thoai ban cia bd’ chdu van con lwu lai lich st cudc
goi, c¢6 th€ 1a X goi cho bd chdu hodc b6 chau goi cho X. Ci cho la thoi
di€m d6 bd chdu van chua lwu s& cia X nhung véi tinh céch can than cda
bd chdu, c6 1€ s€ lwu s& cia d6i phwong vao dién thoai di dong ngay ngay
hom d6 d€ dé phong bat trac. Khong th€ ndo cé chuyén canh sit bd sét
di€m nay, vi the’ viéc tén ctia X khong nam trong Danh sdch Maeda 13 mot
chuyén ky la. Tuy nhién, trong danh sach d6 chi toan tén cia nhirng nguoi



da c¢6 mat & thi tra’n nay vao ngay 6 thang 3, chir khdng cé tén cla nguoi
nao ma b6 chdu phai cat cong I1én tdn Tokyo mé&i gip dwgc. ROt cude
chuyén nay la nhw thé nao? Piéu chd nghi dén trerde tién chinh la canh sat
d3 nim dwoc danh tinh clia X va phdn dodn tredng hop nay khong cin
thi€t phai dwa vao danh sach. Vi nhw vi hon phu ctia con gdi nan nhan
Chealng han.”

“Anh Kenta 4?” D6t nhién nghe thdy mot cdi tén khong ngo tdi, Mayo
bt gidc cao giong. “Y chi mudn néi ngwdi bd chdu gip 1 anh &y w?”

“B0 chdu cdt cong 1én tdn Tokyo d€ bi mat ndéi chuyén chirng té doi vaoi
bd chau d6 1a mdt ngwoi cwe ky quan trong. Chwra k€, néi d&€n nguwoi dang
song & Tokyo thi dwong nhién phai nghi dé€n c6 con gai ddc nha't, hoac
chong chwa cudi cia con bé roi. Vi thé, chi da hdi do Kenta mot cach
bang quo’, nhwng hoéa ra lai trat 14t. Nghe néi thir Bay tuan trede cdu ta da
vé nha bd me dé & Tochigi.”

“A, ding r'6i. Chdu da chao hoi bd me anh &y tir xa ma.”

“Néu khong phai Kenta thi ngwoi b6 chdu gép 1a ai? Va tai sao lai khong
cO tén trong Danh sdach Maeda? Trong lic xem xét danh sach do, chu da
nhin ra kha nang thi hai. Mot cai tén khdong nha't thi€t am chi d&n mot
ngwoi duy nhat. Chflng han, néu trong lich st cudc goi dé€n va goi di cb hai
s0, trong d6 mdt s chi Ivu ho Kamio, mét s6 lwu tén day du la Kamio
Mayo thi ho khong can thi€t phai viét cd hai tén d6 vao danh sach. Chi can
viét mot tén Kamio Mayo la @i thda man muc dich cta danh sach roi. B&i
cho du ¢ xud't hién mdt ngwoi khac mang ho Kamio thi cac diéu tra vién
van c6 th€ phan ing dworc. Vay, hai ngwoi mang ho gidng nhau cé quan hé
nhw thé nao? B6 me v&i con cdi, anh em, ho hang, ngoai ra con gi nira
khong? Van con mot kha nidng. Ho 1a vor chong. Néu ca hai ngwoi déu lién
lac v&i bO chdu, thi ciu tra 101 da 6. D6 1a vor ch'ong Ikenaga.”

Takeshi di dén két luan. Sau d6, chi &y mot Tan niva m& Tuyén tdp cdc
bai vdn tot nghiép khoa 37 dang cam trén tay ra. O cot tén trong tuyen tap
do co tén Ikenaga Ryosuke.

“Lau 1im r6i m&i gip lai Ikenaga, c6 1& bd chdu di mudn xem lai ciu ta
la ngwoi nhw the nao. Va thé 1a bd” chau quyét dinh 16i tuyén tap cac bai
van ngay xwa ra. Nhung Idc ca't 1€n gia sach, b6 chau lai € nham vi tri.”



Takeshi chi tay vao vi tri bén canh Tuyén tdp bai van tot nghiép khéa 38
trén gid sach. Mayo nh¢& ra Ian tredc khi vao day, co6 da x€p lai thir ty cia
chung.

“Nguoi bt gdp & Tokyo la anh Ryosuke, phai khong?”

Tredc ciu hdi cia Mayo, Momoko bén mim cwoi git dau dap. “U. T6
xin 10i vi da gi&'u chuyén nay.”

“T& hoéi 1y do dugc khong? Néu cau khdng mudn tra 1o thi cling khong
sao ca.”

“Khong diu, to s€ giai thich ddu dudi cho ciu. Mic du khong lién quan
dén vu an nhung vi thay da gidp do chding t& cho dén tdn phut cudi cung.
Nhurng ma, t& nén k& tir dau nhi? Té kém khodn nay 14m.”

“Trudce tién ciu noéi cho té bi€t tinh hinh hién tai dwgc khong? Thét ra,
theo loi chd t& thi tir sau khi xdy ra dai dich Corona, cong ty cua anh
Ryosuke khong con hinh thirc cdng tidc xa nha dai ngay ntra thi phai...”

Momoko cho't nhdn nhé nhw the€ vira bi néi tring tim den.

“Thi thye 12 nhe viy. Chuyén di cong tic 1a néi doi. Hién anh &y van
sdng & chung cw tai Yokohama.”

“Ttc 1a bon cau dang ly than a?”

“U thi, ding th€&" C6 ra't nhiéu chuyén da xay ra.”

Momoko bdng dung chiing vai xudng, bit dau k& lai moi viéc.

Momoko gédp g& Ikenaga Ryosuke tai ddm cwdi mdt nguoi ban twr thoi con
di hoc. Nho' ¢6 co hdi chao hodi lam quen voi nhau, hai ngwoi méi biét hda
ra ho xud't than cing mot thi tran, hoc ciing mot treong cdp hai. Ryosuke
hoc trén Momoko nam khoa.



Ryosuke khong phai ngwoi nhiéu 1o nhwng lai ¢6 tai néi cau nao ding
ciu &y. Nhirng binh ludn ctia anh tredc cac cdu chuyén ciia Momoko ciing
day thanh y chitr khong phai chi mang tinh chi€u 1é. Ngoai hinh chin chu
cta anh cling rat hgp v&i gu cia Momoko.

Khéng 1au sau, hai ngudi bit dau hen ho, dong thoi Momoko ciing biét
dwoc gia canh khon kho cia Ryosuke. B6" me anh qua doii vi tai nan giao
thong tir h'6i anh con hoc ti€u hoc. Ryosuke dwoc gii vao trai tré md coi
cho dén khi t6t nghiép cap mét, sau d6 anh dworec mdt nguoi ho hang sdng
cung thi trdn v&i Mayo va Momoko nhén vé nudi. Dwong nhw chinh méi
treong nhw thé” da nudi dwong tinh cach ty 14p manh mé va luén doi hoi
moi thir phai hoan hdo & Ryosuke.

Khoang nira ndm sau khi hen ho, Ryosuke ngd loii cdu hon Momoko.
Momoko khong c6 1y do gi @& tir chdi. Liic dwa anh vé ra mit bd me, ca hai
d€u tan thanh.

“Ch?ing hi€u sao mo6t ngwoi dan 6ng nghiém tdc dén vay lai mudn két
hoén véi mét dira con gdi tuy tién nhw con dwoc nhi? Ngwoi nhw ciu ta
chuyén gi cling ngiin ndp, can than, th& nén dirng c6 tuénh toang d&€ chdng
ghét cho ddy,” nguwoi me boc triec cia Momoko da cwoi ma néi véi ¢d nhw
vay.

Qua that, s6ng cung nhau chwa dwgc bao 1au, Momoko da bit dau nhan
ra me cd m&i nhay bén 1am sao. C6 thwong xuyén bj Ryosuke nhic nhé da
thr, tr nhirng viéc ndi trer trong nha. Pai loai nhw gio an lung tung, phong
0'c chwa don dep. Toan nhirng chuyén vit vanh ca va mac du giong di€u cua
Ryosuke c¢6 pha chit dda cot, song Momoko van nghi chdng minh cling xét
nét that.

H6i d6, Momoko van dang lam viéc cho mot cong ty du lich nhd trong
thanh phd’, Ryosuke td ra khong bang 1ong ca v&i viéc co thudng xuyén vé
mudn. Anh &y dang lam viéc cho mot cong ty 1on, cong ty cia Momoko
chaalng dang so bi. Vi cong ty theo cht nghia thyc lyc nén ngay cd nhirng
ngwoi tré tudi cling ¢ dwore miee thu nhip ra't khiing va Ryosuke 1a mot
nhin vién ddp &¢ng dwoc phwong cham &y. Cho du khéng cé lwong cuia
Momoko thi cudc song ctia ho cling chealng gap kho khan gi. C6 diéu,
Momoko thich lam viéc, c6 yéu cong viéc cia minh. C6 cling nghi minh
khong hop lam ndi tror.



C6 mot Tan, sau khi tan lam, Momoko budc phai di nhau cing moi
ngudi. Co da nhén tin cho chdng, dai y 12 mudn tham gia bira tiéc khoang
mot tiéng thoi. Ngay lic d6, Ryosuke nhin lai cut 1in: “Anh hiéu réi.” The
nhwng, vi mai vui nén Momoko da 1o & lai 1au hon ba mwoi phit so voi dw
ki€n. CO6 vOi va trd vEé nha, nét mat chdong c6 ba’y gio dang ng'6i doi trong
phong 1o rang ra’t khac. Thia'y khong 6n nén Momoko da xin 18i ngay 14p
ttrc nhung tim trang ctia Ryosuke van khong binh thweong trd lai.

“Anh mu6n em gitr 1o hira,” Ryosuke néi giong diém tinh. “Lam nguoi
thi viéc ding gio 1a 1€ dwong nhién ding khong nao?”

“Em xin 16i. Em ct¢ nghi chi ba mwoi phit thoi thi khong sao.”

“Chi ba muoi phiit thdi?” Momoko nhin thdy sic mit chong co da dot
ngdt thay doi. “Pung cé an néi ngu ngéc nhw the”. Khi mdt ngwoi da hen
trede voi em dé€n mudn tdn ba mwoi phit ma khong néi nang gi, em ciling
khong nghi gi sao? Em vin ¢6 th€ cwoi hénh héch va bd qua khi doi
phwong xuit hién chic? Em nghi th& nao?” Trong lic chidt van vo,
Ryosuke mdi lic mdt 1on ti€ng, giong diéu cling tré nén gay git. Momoko
c6 cam giac ban than ch'ong c6 da bi kich dong badi chinh nhirtng gi anh ta
noi ra.

Maic du trong long thAm nghi chuyén vé nha mudn v&i chuyén cham gio
hen 12 hai chuyén khéc nhau, song Momoko van xin 16i ch'dng. “Em xin 16i.
Tw gio’ em s& chi y. Em that sy xin 18i anh.”

“Em luc nao cling vay.”

“Da?”

“Du ludn mi€ng ndi sau nay s€ chd y, nhung em chfmg cai thién mot chut
nao. Ngay céi cach don dep ciling th€. Anh da bdo em phai lam sao cho ¢6
hiéu qud, nhung em van gikr cdch lam ton cong vo ich, chi t& mat thi gio.
Nho on em ma ngay nghi anh cling chf:ing dwoc yén on. Ma nao chi c6 thé'.
Khi da quyét dinh thoi gian ra khdi nha, da khi nao em chuan bi xong ding
gior chrra? Pa bao Tan em cham tré vi céi nay cdi no, khién moi k& hoach
sau d6 rdi tung r6i mu 1én r6i? B&i the” anh mdi néi véi em roi ddy. Em
khong du stc can ddi cong viéc va gia dinh dau. That hét biét, sao em lai
khong nhén ra diéu dé co’ chir.”

Nhirng loi bat binh, bdt man danh cho Momoko cir thé” tudén ra khoi
miéng Ryosuke, cir nhw the’ anh dang non ra nhirng thir rac rudi tich tu tan



day long minh sudt bao lau nay vay. Moi diéu anh néi déu ding, Momoko
khong ¢6 101 nao d€ phan bac lai, song cd khong ngo chdong minh lai gik
nhirng tiec tdi d6 trong long cho d&n tdn ngay hom nay. Co6 chaalng con cich
ndo khac ngoai cii d4u 1 rii, im ling 18ng nghe.

Thé& nhwng, d6t nhién Ryosuke lai im bidt. Momoko ¢t ngd ch'ong minh
da khong con lovi nao d€ dién ta sw tirc gidn nira, bén ngang dau 1én. DEroi,
dap vao mét c6 lai 12 mot hinh dnh ma c6 khong thé nio ngo t&i. Ryosuke
dang khéc. Anh cii d4u, 1dm bam: “Anh xin 16i. Tai em V€& mudn, anh ct lo
khong bi€t c6 chuyén gi xay ra, thanh thet mau lai don 1én ndo ma't réi. Anh
khong dinh néi nhirng loi qua dang nhw vdy dau. Anh lam sao thé nay.”

Trong mot khodnh khic, dau ¢ rdng tuéch. Tham chi sy thay ddi dot
ngot ctia chdng khién cd ngd rang thdi do cta anh tir ndy dén gio giong
nhw déng mot vo kich vay.

Ryosuke lang l3ng dimg ddy, roi ct the bién mat vao phong ngi.

Momoko ng6i tha't than, khong th€ nhiic nhich ndi. Mdc du Ryosuke da
xin 13i ¢d, song 10 rang diéu dé khong c¢6 nghia 1a anh da ndi ra nhing 101
khong c6 trong 1ong. Chi 1a anh d nhin nhin sudt thoi gian qua ma thoi.
Nghi d&n d6, Momoko bdng thiy I'0ng ngrc dau nhéi bédi cdm gidc € ché
va toi 16i.

Mot lic sau, Momoko di viao phong ngt, thd'y chdng dang nim quay
lung trén giwong. Co khong nghe thdy ti€ng thé déu déu cda anh.

Ngay hom sau, ca hai déu td ra ngai ngling v&i nhau. Song, ho khong
nhic d&n chuyén hom trudc nira.

Cud1 cung ho ciing dan 12y lai m61 quan hé nhuw lic ban dau. Ho da c6
thé cwoi voi nhau nhw trede kia.

Song, khong phai moi thit déu trd vé nhw cii. Chi it thi Momoko cam
tha’y nhw vdy. Bao nhiéu 101 1€ Ryosuke tung ddi vao Momoko cir bam chat
18y tam tri ¢6. Lam ba't k& viéc gi cd cling phai gir y.

Tém lai, Ryosuke 1a ngwoi theo chii nghia hoan hdo. V&i tinh cach cia
minh, trong tdt cd moi viéc, anh déu 1én k& hoach ky leong va cam thay
khong hai long khi khong th€’ lam dén cung nhirng gi da dé ra. Cé6 I€ chinh
vi vdy ma anh m&i thanh cong trong cong viéc va ¢ dwore vi tri nhw hién
tai. Nhwng dau chi c6 cong viéc, ngay ca v&i gia dinh, khi khong thyc hién
dwoe nhirng diéu do, Ryosuke ciing khong the’ nao chdp nhan dwoc. LE di



nhién, anh ciing doi hoi sy hoan hao & v minh. Nbi ba't an khong biét c6
the ti€p tuc nhw nay mai khong ludn thwong tric trong mot géc tdm tri cua
Momoko.

Gitra nhirng ngay thang d6, Momoko phat hién minh dang mang thai.
Ryosuke d4 nhady cing 1én, vui swdng.

T hom d6, hai nguwdi chli y&u néi vé viée gia dinh sip c6 thém thanh
vién m&i. Con trai thi hon hay con gdi thi hon? Pit tén n6 1a gi? C6 néi bao
nhi€u cting khong hét chuyén.

Thé nhung, c6 mdt chi dé€ duy nhat cd hai déu tranh néi dén. b6 la
chuyén Momoko c6 ti€p tuc di lam hay khong. Tuy khong néi ra mi€ng,
nhung 16 rang Ryosuke dang mong vo nghi viéc. Song, Momoko lai mudn
dwoc di lam ti€p.

Vi ¢6 khoang thoi gian thai san nén ho tam hoan ban vé van dé dé. Sau
khi em bé chao doi, Momoko sé dwgc nghi sinh. Cir nghi dén chuyén
twong lai 1a ¢6 lai cam thay ndng n€, thanh tht cd quyét dinh khong nghi
dén ntra.

Tw dao d6, cong viéc cia Ryosuke cling ban ron hon. Ly do 1a vi nguoi
ta dd dé xudng k& hoach phat trién khu nghi dwong quy md lon va
Ryosuke dwore b nhiém lam ngwoi quan 1y dw an d6. Anh di cOng tac
nhiéu 1én, vé nha ciing mudn hon. Ryosuke néi rang, dw 4n nay c6 nén com
chdo hay khong s€ quyét dinh twong lai cia anh. Nét mat anh ldc d6 thdm
chi con toat 1én vé can trrong.

Chaamg bao lau sau, Momoko ha sinh mdt em bé. P6 1a mot bé trai khde
manh, dwegrc dat tén 1a Mitsugu.

Trong nha c6 thém thanh vién, mdt cudc sdng mdi bit dau mé ra.
Momoko ngdp dau trong viéc cham séc con cdi. Gi gi gi gi cdi gi cling la
Tan dau tién, toan nhirng viéc ma c6 chwa quen. Thanh thi ¢6 khong kip tré
tay v&i nhirng viéc nha khdac, chi lo cham con. Pa thé Mitsugu lai ctr khéc
dém ngan ngit, khong d€ cd dwoc ngd nghé thodi mai. Vi 1€ d6 ma ban
ngay ldic nao Momoko cling budn ngt, dau 6c¢ c biéng biéng. Cang ngay
c6 cang hay cham tré trong viéc chuah bj bira #n, roi thi quén khong don
dep.

Ryosuke khong néi gi khong phai vi thong cam cho sy va't va cda vo' ma
chealng qua la vi ap lwc cong viéc qud 1on, khong phai ldc d€ anh lam vay.



Anh rat cung nyng Mitsugu nhung ngoai chuyén dé ra, anh chang d& mét
dén thr gi khac. Tan suédt di lam vao ngay nghi cling tang 1én, ngay ca lic
& nha anh ciing lam viéc.

Ngim ra thi cd hai déu khong con dworc thanh thoi trong tAm h'on. Ho &
trong trang thdi tinh than gidng nhr mot s¢i day cao su bi kéo cang hét co,
chi chyc dit phut khi ¢6 mot tic dong nao d6. Gitra lic hai ngwoi dang
sdng nhirng ngay thang nhw vay thi mot sy kién khéng ngo t&i da tin cong
nwdc Nhat, ma khong, tdn cong ca thé gidi. P6 chinh 1a virus Corona
ching m&i. Mdm bénh mang nhiéu bi an d6 da lam thay dGi moi thr trén
the’ gidi.

Ryosuke khong dén cong ty ntra. B&i anh da chuyén sang lam viéc tai
nha. Vi phéi han ché& ra ngoai nén ngay ca ngay thwong, anh cling & nha
suot.

N&u chi c¢6 vy da danh. Pang niy nghiém trong nha't 12 k& hoach phat
trien khu nghi dwong khong 16 ma anh tryc ti€p dam nhan da bi tri hoan.
K& hoach d6 dwoc xdy dung trén tién dé lwong khach du lich twr cac nuwdc
nhw Trung Qudc, Han Qudc sé gia tang. Mot khi hoan toan khdng the’ tinh
toan dén nhirng y&u t& d6 thi cling chaalng the nao trien khai k& hoach dwoc
ntra. Vi chuyén d6 ma ro rang thdi do ctia Ryosuke da thay doi hin.
Momoko cé cam gidc lic nao anh cling phai cang hét cic day than kinh Ién,
néng rudt, khé chju. Ca ngay anh cr ng'6i tred'c mdy tinh, 1am bam mot
minh, roi rung chéan, rung dui.

Chura k€&, anh bt dau néi nay néi no vé nhirng viéc trong nha ma vén di
anh ché’ing h€ quan tam chut nao.

Com na'u muodn, d'6 dac thi vieong vai khip nha, ding bit anh phai nhai
di nhai lai mot chuyén nhu the. Ban d4u, Ryosuke chi nhdc nhé ngén gon,
lau bau nhé nhe, nhwng cang ngay cach ndi nang ctia anh cang tréd nén gay
git. Pa th&, nhitng 1&i nhan xét clia anh déu x4c ddng, tuyét d&i khong phai
12 d& oan cho vo. Momoko ti bién minh v&i ban than rang chi vi viée chim
séc Mitsugu vat va qua nén cd mdi bd bé viéc nha, song cb ty y thirc la
minh khong the' bd dwgc nhirng théi quen 2.

Momoko twdng twong trong d4u, ¢ 1€ Ryosuke di lai tich tu nhirng phin
ua't trong 10ng. CO chi tim d€ c¢6 the lam viéc nha diu ra diYy, song van
khong the loai bd hét nhing sai IAm do dang tri, mdi I4n nhw vay co lai



nom nop lo so khong bi€t con gidn di clia Ryosuke c6 bung phat 1én
khong.

Momoko phai chd y khong gay ti€ng on trong lic ch'ong dang lam viéc.
Cé Tan, co6 1o bat may hut bui gitra lic Ryosuke dang hop video, khi€n anh
phai ra khoi phong ngu d€ quat ¢6 mot tran. K€ twe T'an d6, Momoko 1udn c&
ging thé that khé mdi Tan chong hop. N&u Mitsugu khéc, cd s& bé né ra
ban cong.

Tham hoa Corona van dang hoanh hanh & cic nwdc khac nhwng & Nhat,
né da bit dau c6 dau hiéu ldng xudng & mot mic dd nha't djinh. Chinh phit
cling nhw tirng dia phwong da ndi 16ng cac quy dinh, ngwoi dan dwoe quay
tré lai cude sdng thweong nhat mot chat.

Ryosuke ciing bit dau d&n cong ty, nhung vé co’ ban cong ty anh van cho
lam viéc twr xa nén anh chi yéu lam & nha. Chwa k€ vé mat u am cua anh
van chéng hé thay doi. Tuy anh khong néi gi, nhwng 16 rang k& hoach phat
trién khu nghi duong khong 16 dé sip stra bién thanh to gidy tring.
Momoko da vo tinh nghe tha’y chdng minh néi nhw vay trong mét cudc hop
video.

Vé phan minh, Momoko cling nhén dwgre tin xau. Cong ty du lich ma co
dang lam viéc da phd san. Chuyén xay ra ding thoi di€m c6 dang tinh tim
nha tré cho con trai. Lic Momoko k& chuyén nay v&i chdng, anh chi dap
mot cdu ho hitng: “Hum, cling ¢6 sao dau.”

Lai thém vai thiang nfa trdi qua. Tinh hinh Corona vin viy, nhitng dot
séng khong hé nhd ctir ghé dén roi lai ha nhiét, hét Tan nay dén Tan khac.
MOdi TAn nhw vAy, ngwoi dan lai budc phai ty git minh, han ché& cdc hoat
dong. C6 nhirng nguwoi quen v&i chuyén d6, nhirng mat khac cling ¢6 khong
it ngwdi tré nén kiét qué va bét dau nghi rang thdi thi mudn ra sao thi ra.
Momoko thudc loai thir hai. Ra ngoai thi s¢’ 1dy bénh nén phai gitr y, & nha
thi so' lam phat long ch'ong nén cling phdi gitr y. Lic két hén, ¢6 nao nghi
nhtrng ngay nhw thé nay r'oi s€ ghé tham cudc sdng cua cd.

Gitra nhirng ngay thang d6, cé mdt chuyén da xay ra.

HOm d6, Ryosuke dang hop video. Bot nhién, Mitsugu oa khoc. Bén
ngoai dang mua, va lai dang la thang Mot nén troi rdt lanh. Momoko chén
chir khong mudn ra ban cong. Co cd dd thiang bé, song né khong chiu nin.
Co ciing nghi d&n chuyén chui vao nha vé sinh hoic phong tim roi déng



ctra lai, nhwng ca hai déu gan phong ngu, ¢6 khi con nghe ro ti€ng khoc
hon.

Mitsugu ctt khéc vang ca 1én. BAt gidc, Momoko 147y tay bit miéng thing
bé, nghi xem nén lam gi.

Nghi bung danh phai ra ban cong thoi, Momoko bén dat Mitsugu xudng
gh&” sofa, dinh mac do khoac cho né. Song, cd nhidn ra né dang 13 di.
Momoko s¢r hét h'on hét via, vira lay ngwdi Mitsugu vira gao tén thing bé.
Thé r'6i Mitsugu mé mét ra, r'oi lai bit dau oa khéc rat to. C6 vé nhw thang
bé da bi ngirng thé va nga't xiu tam thoi.

Ryosuke Itén chay dén. “Nay, rot cudc da c6 chuyén gi the?”

“Em xin 16i. Tai em bjt miéng thing bé nén né bj bt tinh...”

“Bit mi€ng? Sao cd lai lam cai chuyén ngu ngéc dé ha?”

“Thi béi em nghi khéng dwgre qui’y ray trong lic anh dang hop... Thing
bé mai khong chiu nin gi ca.”

“Phai ¢6 cach khac chir. C6 ddng ndo chit di. Thé” ma cling doi lam me
ar’

Ngay gidy phit Ryosuke thdt ra cu dé, mot cdng tic gi dé bén trong
Momoko da dwoe bat 1én. C6 trirng mét nhin chong.

“Sao?” Ryosuke héi.

Momoko ben hit mdt hoi.

“Em c6 nghi chit. Em da nghi rd't nhiéu. Ca vé Mitsugu, ca vé anh. Viy
ma sao cht? Anh dwng cé vin ¢& cdng viéc khong thuén lgii ma gién ca
chém thot.”

“Gian ca chém thot?”

“Chtr con gi? K& hoach xay khu nghi dwong bi pha san thi sao nao? Anh
cling dau bj dudi viéc ding khong? Cong ty em con sip tiém kia kia. Anh
dung c6 cw x& nhw mot dira tré ich ky nira.”

Ngay sau d6, Momoko da nga xudng san nha. Ma bén trdi cia cd néng
ran va té dai. C6 nhan ra minh vuwa bi tat.

Ryosuke quay tré lai phong ngt, bwdc chan gidm uynh uynh.

Momok(3 ban thdn, nadm bat dong ma't mot ldc. Lic tinh ra, ¢6 nhan thay
Mitsugu ndm bén canh. Tré tréu thay, thing bé lai dang cwdi. Khudn miit



d6 da cru r6i Momoko. C6 nhe nhang 6m ghi 147y thdng bé, 4p md minh vao
dau né.

Dén chiéu t61, Momoko van chaalng cé tam tri dau d€ stra soan bira tdi.
C6 cit nim mdi trén gh& sofa. Th& r'di, Ryosuke tir phong nga di ra, néi,
“Tdi ra ngodi &n t0i v&i ban,” doan ¢t the” bd di ma ching budn nhin vor
18y mot cai.

Mot lic sau, Momoko goi dién vé ngoai. C6 hdi me xem gio’ minh c¢6 th€
veé nha dugc khong.

“Ciing dworc, nhung sao gap vay? Co6 chuyén gi a?”

“Vang, thyc ra bat dau tr hdm nay anh Ryosuke s& di cong tdc dai ngay.
Con dang nghi ¢6 doc hai me¢ con & v&i nhau thi budn qua. Dudi qué cling
it phai lo 1ing vé dich Corona hon.”

Me cd khodng nghi ngo gi. Ba thwa biét con r€ hay phai di cong tic. Ba
con dan Momoko: “Hai me con vé can than nhé.”

Momoko gip rit stra soan, trwde khi ra khoi nha, c6 d€ lai tor gid'y nhin
“Em V&€ ngoai” trén ban an. Néu khan treong, c6 ¢6 th€ vé qué trong vong
hai ti€ng rwoi.

Vé dén nha, b0 me Momoko twoi cuoi chao don hai me con. Lau roi
mo&i duegre gdp chdu ngoai, nom céd hai déu ra't vui.

Tin nhin cta Ryosuke dwoc giti d&n vao khodng mot gicr dém. Noi dung
la “Anh goi dién dwgc ch?” nén Momoko danh nhén lai “Clung duogc.”
Dién thoai cd d6 chudng ngay lap tic.

“'l:hé’ la th&’ nao?” Ryosuke hoi, giong ra't di€m tinh.

“Um... em nghi ching minh nén s6'ng riéng mot thoi gian.”

“Mot thoii gian 1a bao 1au?”

“Em khong bi€t. Em chwa quyét dinh gi ca.”

“Vay a?” Ryosuke néi, doan im ldng trong gidy lat. “Em gidi thich thé&
nao v&i bd" me?”

Momoko n6i lai nguyén van nhirng gi ¢6 néi voi me.

“Thé& a,” giong Ryosuke dwong nhw chira dwng Am hwdng nhe nhom.
“Vay anh cling s€ giai thich nhw thé voi bén nha anh. N6i v&i moi nguoi 1a
anh di cong tac & Kansai nhé. N&u bi hdi cu thé hon thi em cir bao khong
biét 1a dwore.”



“Em hi€u r'6i.”

Nghe chéng néi, Momoko mé&i vo 1€, ra 1a nhw vdy. Lic nhin to gidy
nhin trén ban in, diéu Ryosuke nghi d&n d4u tién chinh 124 Momoko c¢6 k&
cho bd me nghe chuyén xay ra hom nay khong. N&u c6 ndi ra thi c6 the s€
dén tai ho hang cta Ryosuke. V€ phan minh, chi ri€ng chuyén dé la
Ryosuke mudn né tranh bang moi gi4. Anh mang on ngudi ho hang da nuoi
nang minh. Anh cho viéc tré thanh ngwoi dan 6ng thanh dat, xay deng mot
gia dinh dang hoang chinh la d€ tra on ho. Anh khong mudn ho bi€t moi
chuyén khong xudi cheo mat mai.

“Em nay,” Ryosuke néi. “Em khong nghi d&€n chuyén chia tay dau nhi?”

Momoko ben thé hit. Y nghi 4y di 1&n vén trong d4u co sudt tir lic géi
ghém d6 dac ch dwng ndi la khong nghi dén. Song Momoko khdng néi
nhw vdy ma ddp: “Em khong biét. Lic ndy em van chwa nghi dwoc gi ca.”

“Vay a?” Ryosuke 1am bam.

Cuoc song ly than clia hai ngwdi da bit dau nhw the. Dwong nhw tim tri
ctia Momoko da dwgc giai phong nho sy thodi mai khi s6ng & nha bd” me
dé. B6 me cd ra't yéu chiéu Mitsugu, phu gitp me viéc nha cling khong ¢6
gi niing nhoc. C6 tha'y khde khoén ra, ¢6 nhirng ltic soi minh trong gwong,
cd cam twong phai chiang da dé minh da h'di xuan phéan nao.

Thi thodng Momoko c6 nhidn dworc tin nhin clia Ryosuke. C6 c¢& géng
khong doc ching. N&u anh xin 16i, e ring c6 s& mém 1ong ma tha thir ma't
thoi. Song, Momoko c6 cam gidc né€u quay tr& vé nha ngay bay gio, vo’
chdong c6 khong the€ nao gidi quy€t dwore van dé thyc sy ma sé chi lap di
1dp lai nhirng chuyén cli ma thoi.

“DPA’y, chuyén 12 nhw thé&,” Momoko rét not chd bia con lai vao coc.
“Vay a? N6i thé nao nhi, cudc sdng hon nhan ding 1a mét moi that day.”
“Xin 10i, hinh nhw t& da pha hdng wéc mo cta cdu. Nhung t& nghi bon
cau s€ khong sao dau.”



Mayo nhin chim chdm khu6n mit tron tria cia Momoko. “C4u c6 cén ctt
gi khong?”

Nghe vdy, Momoko bén nghiéng d4u, sau d6 bat cwoi: “Ha ha ha. To
khong c6.”

“Tha’y chwa?”

“Té cit nghi nha't dinh minh s& hanh phiic. Chuyén ra ndng ndi niy nim
ngoai dy doan cua t&. Nhung thdy Kamio lai bdo vor chdng v&i nhau ¢6
x4y ra nhirng khiic mic nhw th& nay ciing 12 1& dwong nhién.”

“Cau da k€ cho bd' t& chuyén hai vor chong ly than a?”

“Luc dau t& khong dinh néi dau. Lan truedc t& k€ véi cdu roi day, té chi
dinh théng bdo v&i thidy vE vu hop 16p th6i. Nhwng thdy da héi t& ra't nhiéu
veé anh Ryosuke, t& ra't kho tdm khi cr phai ti€p tuc néi d6i thiy, thanh thi
to da quy€t dinh giai bay hét. To ciing bi€t d6i voi anh Ryosuke thi thay
Kamio c6é mot vi tri ra't dac biét.”

“N6i m@i nhd, ciu bdo bd t¢ da gitp do anh &y ra't nhi€u ding khong?”

“U, anh Ryosuke bdo thy thyc s 1a 4n nhan clia anh 4y. Khi nghe k&
dau dudi, dén ca t¢ cling phai cdng nhan nhw vay.”

“Cau c6 th€' k€ cho to nghe chuyén d6 khéng?”

“Pwong nhién la dwoe roi. Néu khong k€ cho cau nghe thi t& cling kho
long gidi thich dwgrc chuyén nay ma,” Momoko rao tredc nhw vay roi lai
bit dau k& nhirng chuyén ngay xwa ctia Ikenaga Ryosuke.

Khong giong nhw Ryosuke von xudt than tt mot ving dat xa la, hau hét
cac hoc sinh & trwong cap hai déu chuyén cdp tw treong cdp mot trong
vung. Ryosuke da ra't c6 doc vi khong quen biét ai. Pam ban cung 1op cung
chang c6 dira ndo mon men lai gan, chéc ching cho Ryosuke 12 mot thing
qudi dan dén tw thanh thj.

Theo 1 Ryosuke thi “chiing thAm chi con khong thém bét nat anh.” Anh
k€ h6i d6 minh gidng nhw nguwoi tang hinh, bi moi ngwei phdt 100 hoan
toan.



Cang ngay Ryosuke cang khd s& v&i viée cdp sdch d&n treong va ra't hay
nghi hoc. Sau khi k&t thic ky nghi he, cau da bd hoc hin. Béc trai va bdc
gdi cau khong ndi gi vé chuyén d6. Co6 1€ ho khong bi€t phai lam gi voi
cau.

Nguwoi dén tham Ryosuke khi &y chinh la thdy chd nhiém Kamio. Théay
héi han xem dao nay Ryosuke sdng th€ nao va sau khi dwa cho cdu dong
bai tap thdy giao trén 1op, thay chi ddn Ryosuke chi y gitr gin strc khoe r'oi
ra ve.

Gan nhw ngay nao cling vay, thay Kamio ti€p tuc dén tham Ryosuke, hoi
cdu vé nhirng ky niém khi con nhd, vé cha me than sinh da qua doi cda ciu.
Ban dau, Ryosuke cam thdy rdt phién phirc khi phai gap thdy Kamio,
nhung dan da ciu bit dau mé 1ong véi thiay.

Mot hom, thdy Kamio ri Ryosuke ra ngoai mot 14t va dan cdu dén mot
noi. Noi dé khong dau khac chinh 1a nha cua thay.

Buwdce vao phong khach, Ryosuke trong thd'y mot gia sach ra't to. Thay
Kamio cho phép cdu doc ba't cir cudn nao minh thich.

“Khi nao bit dau gio hoc thi em hay dé&n nha thiay, hét gio thi vé. Pay sé
la treong hoc ctia em. Khong sao dau. Thay s€ cung cap sud't com trwa
dang hoang,” thay Kamio n6i nhw vay.

Mic di khong mudn 18m nhung & nha v&i hai ngudi bac ciing ngdt ngat,
thanh thit hdm sau Ryosuke danh dé€n nha thdy Kamio. O d6 c6 vor va me
cua thay, ca hai déu an can ti€p don Ryosuke.

Luc Ryosuke vao thw phong, ciu thdy trén ban c6 ddt mot cudn sach. Bo
chinh 1a cu6n Chay di, Melos. Ryosuke khdng phéi dira quan tdm tdi viéc
doc sach nhwng vi chan qua nén ciu danh quyét dinh doc thir. The r'6i, cau
chuyén qué hap din, véo cdi ciu da doc xong hét. Trong lic ngdm nhin gid
sach, nghi xem nén doc gi ti€p theo, Ryosuke da phat hi€én mot series Tham
tr Sherlock Holmes dwoc x&p thanh hang trén gid. Cau nhé h'6i hoc cap
mot, c6 ai d6 da khen truy€n nay ra't hay, vi thé"cau ben 18y né xudng.

bén trra, moi ngwoi chuan bi thirc an cho Ryosuke. D6 chinh 1a “suét
com trira” ma thdy Kamio ndi toi.

Tw hom d6 tré di, vao cac ngay trong tuén, hdu nhue h6m nao Ryosuke
cling d&€n nha thdy Kamio. Viéc doc sach rat thi vi, thoi gian vi thé” ma tr6i
qua veéo veo. Ryosuke cir nhw thé” khoang hon mot thang, d&€n mot chiéu



no, cu bdong nghe thiy tié€ng 6n a0 ngoai ctra. Thdy Kamio da dan nim
ban trong 1&p vEé nha.

P4m ban trong thay Ryosuke thi 14y 1am ngac nhién 1dm. Thé roi, thay
Kamio Iién néi v&i ching.

“Ban Ikenaga 13 thli thw clia ciin phong nay. N&u cdc em c6 diéu gi thic
méc vé nhitng cudn sich & day thi hay hoi ban ay.”

Ryosuke khong khdi hoang mang, b&i cdu chwa dwore nghe néi dén
chuyén nay.

bam ban kia cting b61 r&1 nhw ciu vay. Nhung roi, mai sau cing c6 mot
ban géi ti€n dé€n gan Ryosuke, hoi: “Cau thd’y cuén nao hay?” Sau khi hoi
han s& thich cfia co6 ban d6, Ryosuke di khuyén cd bé doc cudn Mdt thd.
B&i c6 bé da néi ring minh thich cha dé treong hoc.

Thay Kamio din nhitng hoc sinh ndy vé nha trén danh nghia gio' hoc
ngoai khda & thw vién. Vi khong the tw nhién dan ca 16p vé duoc, nén thiy
dinh dan ting t&p mot.

Sau vai Ian nhw vay, thdy Kamio bén hdi wdm Ryosuke: “Em chuéan bi
quay lai treong thoi chr?” D6 1a thoi di€ém tuyét voi khi ma ban than cau
cling dang mong c6 nguwoi khich 1€ minh. Ngay hom sau, Ryosuke bwdc
qua cdnh c&ng treong sau mot thoi gian dai. D6 1a ldc sép stta bude vao
thang 12.

Sau h'6i &y, Ryosuke trdi qua nhirng nam thang cdp hai nhw bao ngwoi
khéc, cdu khong con bd hoc nira. D1 nhié€n, moi chuyén khdng hoan toan
thuan budm xudi gid, cling c¢6 lic Ryosuke cam thd’y tran trd hoac nan chi.
Di vdy, ciu vaAn biang cdch nao dé vuot qua dwgc, tit cd déu nho thay
Kamio. Thay ludn doi theo cdu, ngan ciu di chéch huong.

“Anh Ryosuke van hay néi v&i t&. Anh dwoe nhw ngdy hom nay 1a nho on
thay Kamio, thdy chinh la 4n nhan vi dai nha't cda anh. Nghe ndi sau khi t6t
nghiép cAp hai, thi thodng anh &y van trao doi thw tir v&i thdy. Anh Ay
khong gri mail ma viét thw tay vi mu6n th€ hién sy ham on doi véi thay
du chi mot chuit.”



Nghe xong ciu chuyén cia Momoko, 1&p swong mu bao pht ky rc cua
Mayo bdng tan bién. C6 néi: “Td van con nhd chuyén d6. Hoi t& moi 1én
cap mot, c6 mot anh tdm hoc sinh cap hai ngdi doc sach & phong khach
nha t&. Hdi d6 t& khong nhin k§ mit anh A, nhung chic d6 chinh 13 anh
Ryosuke.”

“Té nghi vay.”

“A, phai roi,” trong dau Mayo lai hién 1én mdt canh twgng khac ntra. 6
khong phai 1a chuyén ngly xwa. Co vira méi nhin thd’y gan day thoi. “O
dam tang bd t&, cau con nhd trong linh ctru ¢6 dat mot cuén sach kho nhod
khong? D6 chinh 1a cudn Chay di Melos day.”

“T& ¢6 nhin thdy cuén sach nhwng khéng d€'y ky. Hoéa ra la cudn dé a.”

“Trong budi 1& canh linh citu, cdu va anh Ryosuke di 1én thdp nhang cho
b6 t&. Té nho Iic nhin vao quan tai, nét mat anh 4y hoi td ra ngac nhién.
Té cir chdc mam diy 1a do minh ty twdng twong ra, nhuwng khong phai vay.
Chéc chin anh Ryosuke da nh¢ lai chuyén ngay xua.”

“Vay a?...”

“Nghe cdu k€ chuyén, to da hi€u d6i voi anh Ryosuke ma néi, bd t&
chi€m mot vi tri thye sy dac biét. Thé khi ciu tdm sy chuyén hai ngwoi
dang ly than, b6  to da néi gi?”

“U thi nhw t& vira n6i khi niy da’y, thy bdo vor chdong c6 xdy ra nhirng
xich mich co d6 cling 1a dwong nhién, nhtirng chuyén nhw thé s€ con 1dp di
lap lai. Ddc biét 1a khi phai hirng chiu nhitng bién ¢6 ba't thwong nhw dich
Corona. Sau d6, thiy con hdi t& ¢c6 mudn chia tay anh Ikenaga khéng.”

“Cau trd loi thé nao?”

“T tra 101 12 khong hin t& mudn chia tay, nhung ciing ¢6 lic t& nghi hai
vy chdng to nén dwong ai ndy di thi s€ tot hon chiang. Nhung t& cling
khong hi€u rd nhirng suy nghi ctia anh &y, thanh thit t& khong thé€ dwa ra
cu tra 1oi. Nghe vy, thdy lién dé nghi néu t& khdng phién thi thdy sé thi
di gap Ikenaga d€ hoi xem thwe long anh &y cam thay nhw thé nao.”

“Thi ra 1a vay. Va th& la cau da dong y giao ph6 chuyén d6 cho bd t&
phai khong?”

“T¢ cling hoi phan van nhung chealng nghi ra cach gidi quy€t nao khac.
T& da tra 1ovi 1a tram sy nho théy.”



Theo 101 k€ cia Momoko thi hom th Sau tuan treedc, 6ng Eiichi da lién
lac v&i cd Ay d€ thdong bao vé viéc ngay mai minh s€ di gip Ikenaga. Vi
Ryosuke dang 1am viéc & Tokyo nén ho da quyét dinh gdp nhau & phong
cho ctia m6t khach san gén ga Tokyo.

“Hom thir By, t& ct lo 1ing khong biét két qua ndi chuyén gitra hai
ngwoi thé” nao, thanh ra cheamg lam dwoc viéc gi. Nhung mai dén td1 van
khong thay thay goi. P&n Chua nhét cling khong thay dién thoai cua thay, to
da dinh cha ddng goi cho thay tred'c. Nhung bi€t dau sau khi néi chuyén
véi anh Ryosuke, k&t qua khong dwoc kha quan 14m nén thdy méi tha’y khé
long thdng bao cho t&, nghi vy nén t& khong da can dam d€ goi cho thiy.
Khi dé, t& da nghi dén ciu.”

“T¢ 4? Sao lai xuat hién t& & day?”

“Vi t& dodn khdng chirng sau khi 1én Tokyo thdy da tién the€ di gip cu
cling nén. Biét dau thay da gap cau va k€ vé chuyén cta bon t&.”

“Vay a?” Mayo hi€u ra. “Th& nén t&i hom d6 cdu mdi goi cho té nhi?
L&y ¢& hoi vEé vu hop 16p.”

“Priing 12 nhw vay. Cho t& xin 16i nhé.”

“Cau khong phai xin 161 dau. Nhung vi biét t& khong gidp bd nén cu
khong nhic t&i chuyén d6 nira phai khong?”

“Pung vay. T¢ cr thé” d€ sang ngay th Hai, sau d6 thi... ciu cling biét
roi ddy. To nhan dwoce lién lac tw Haraguchi, nghe néi thdy Kamio da ma't
& nha riéng, khong nhirng thé& hinh nhw con bi nguwoi ta sat hai. Pau 6c t&
tré nén rong tuéch. T¢ khong the tin nodi. Va diéu té nghi dén dau tién 1a
liéu Ryosuke c6 dinh liu d€n chuyén nay hay khong.”

“Sau do6 ciu da lam gi?”

“Sau mdt h'di phan van, t& bén nhén tin bdo cho anh &y chuyén thay
Kamio qua doii. Thé la anh &y goi lai cho t& ngay lap tic.”

“Anh ay n6i gi?”

“Ciing dwong nhién thoi, anh &y ra't sdc. Anh &y bdo hoan toan khdng
biét gi ca. Hom thir Bay, hai ngwoi néi chuyén binh thwong réi chia tay.
Truwde khi ra vé, thdly Kamio con néi véi anh &y 1a hen gdp lai em Ian sau.
Nghe xong, t& nghi anh 4y khong néi d6i.”

“CAu ¢6 hdi xem anh &y da néi chuyén gi véi bd' to khong?”



“Té khong dam hodi. Khong hi€u sao, t& ¢6 cam gidc da’y khong phai lic
de hdi chuyén do6.”

Mayo ben gat dau. C6 1€ ding nhw vay that.

“T¢ xin 161 vi da gidu ciu,” Momoko lai xin 16i. “T¢ cling dinh néi
nhung ding that 1a khong thé’ nao mé miéng ra dworc.”

“Thé& nén sau khi di 1& canh linh ctru xong, anh Ryosuke da vé ngay a?
T& cling 18y 1am la, nghi bung chang 1€ anh &y khéng can gdp mat con trai
hay sao.”

“ff, th¢” da’y,” Momoko ddp. “Td1 hom do, bon t& da déng tron vai dién
vo’ ch'dng.”

“Chéc cu da mét mdi 1dm nhi?”

“Khong phéi ‘da’ dau. Té dang & gitra nhitng ngay thang mét moi day.”

“Thé&’, sip t&i cau tinh sao? Cau dinh tiép tuc sdng ly than a?”

“T& khong biét nira. TG s€ thir suy nghi thém.”

“T¢ hi€u r'oi. Thyc ra la thé nay, chi t& bao muén néi chuyén véi anh
Ryosuke.”

“Chd cau?” Momoko té vé lo ling.

“Cau dung lo, khong phai chi 4y mudn xung phong lam nguwoi hoa giai
thay bd to dau. Chi &y hoan toan khéng cé hirng thi véi may chuyén ki€u
nhw vay. Hinh nhw chi &y ¢6 diéu mudn héi lién quan d€n vy dn Ian nay.”

“Nhung t& doan anh &Yy chaalng biet gi dau.”

“Chd t& bao da bi€t diéu d6 roi. Thé nén ciu lién lac voi anh Ryosuke
giup t& dworc khong?”

“Né&u di vay thi t& ciing khong ngai gi ddu...” Anh mit Momoko day
ngip ngung.



Ng6i tredc man hinh mdy tinh, Takeshi khé cii dau. “Rat vui dwoc gip
chdu. Cht that tha't 1& vi hdm & 1€ canh linh cttu chwa chao hdi chdu dwoc.”

Man hinh hién thi ba khuén mat. Takeshi, Momoko va mot ngwoi nira la
Ikenaga Ryosuke. Ngwoi ma Takeshi vira chao héi chinh 1a Ryosuke.

“Chéau md&i phéi xin 16 chd vi hom do da voi vé ngay,” Ryosuke ddp lai
nhw vay, vé madt kha cing thang Xét dén cam nghi cua anh ta thi di€u dé
cliing la du’O’ng nhién thoi. Chéc hén anh ta dang rd't hoang mang, khong
biét minh sip bi hdi nhirng gi.

Thé& nhwng, ngay cd Mayo, nguoi dang ngdi nghe bén canh cling hoan
toan khong dodn biét dworc chuyén gi sip stta bat dau. Ly do 1a vi Takeshi
khong noi cho ¢6 biet di€u gi.

Momoko bdo ring cd c6 the lién lac véi Ryosuke, nhung ban than co
cling mudn nghe xem Takeshi s€ hoéi nhitng gi, bdi vdy Mayo da ban bac
v&i chi minh va quyét dinh lam theo cach nay. Py la phong ctia Takeshi,
con mdy tinh 1a cia Mayo. C6 dé€n may tng dung chuyén dung d€ hop truc
tuy€n.

“Pau tién, chd phai néi trwedc, chi khong dinh nhing mii vao chuyén
cta v¢r chdng chau. Chud s€ khong hdi nhirng cau ki€u nhw the’, vi vay chi
mong 13 bon chdu s& khong lo 1dng vé chuyén d6.”

“Chdu hi€u r'6i,” Ryosuke dap.

“Trwdrc h&t, chd mudn hdi vEé canh sat. Ho da dén chd chéau roi ding
khong?”

“Dénroia.”

“Khi nao?”

“Pau gior chiéu hdm qua. Budi sdng ho goi dién cho chdu, bao ¢6 chuyén
mudn hoéi. Vi th&, d&n budi chiéu chdu da gap ho & quan ca phé géan cong
ty.”



“Cong ty chdau & Yokohama ding khong nhi?”

Ryosuke nang cim 1én, nom cé vé nhw anh ta dang thdy hoi go bé.
“Vang a.”

“Ho da hoi chau nhirng g1?7”

“Ho hoi xem gan diy chau ¢6 lién lac voi thdy Kamio khong. Chéu cling
hot phan van, nheng chéau biet ho dang di€u tra mQt vu 4n mang, chau can
phai hop tac v&i ho, vi thé” chau bén k&€ vé chuyén minh da gap thiy &
Tokyo vao ngay 6 thang 3. Ho yéu cau chau ndi rd thoi gian va dia di€m, vi
th&” chdu da tra 1o 1a hai thdy tro gép nhau to 6 gio' chiéu, néi chuyén &
phong cho cia khach san Tokyo Kingdom trong khodng hai ti€ng dong h'6.”

“Thé& canh sat néi sao?”

“Ho hdi chdu di 1am gi sau khi chia tay thdy Kamio. Chéc cdi d6 dwoc
goi la b§ing chirng ngoai pham chi nhi? Hé6m d6 chau di nhiu véi céc ban
nén ciling tra loi canh sat ding nhw vay.”

“Ho c6 hoi chdu tén cua cac ban cling nhw tén quan nhau ma bon chdu da
vao khong?”

“Khong a, ho khéng hoi ky d&€n mic d6.”

Takeshi ben gat dau, quay sang nhin Mayo.

“Qua nhién, canh sat khong nghi ngo Ikenaga,” Takeshi néi r'éi lai nhin
vao man hinh. “Ngoai ra canh sit con héi gi nira khong?”

“Ho héi chdu da k€ chuyén gidp go thay véi nhing ai. Chau tra 1o 1a
khong k& vori ai ca.”

“Con gi nira khong?”

“Ngoai ra,” Ryosuke ndéi, the¢” r'oi sau khi &p ding mdt ldc, anh ta lam bd
mat nhw vira ha quy€t tim. “Ho bao né&u chau khong ngai thi hay néi cho ho
biet chdu gip thady Kamio vi chuyén gi. Khi chdu hdi minh c6 bit budc phai
noi ra khong, ho tra 1oi: ‘Anh khdng néi cling khong sao, nhwng theo nhirng
gi cd Kamio Mayo nghe dwgc tir vor anh thi hién tai anh dang di cOng tac
dai ngay & Kansai. Vady ma thyc t€ anh lai dang & Yokohama nhw thé nay,’
va hoi chau la: ‘Liéu ching t6i c6 the nghi cudc gap go do6 ¢ lién quan dén
di€m mau thuin nay hay khong?”

“Céch hoi chuyén clia canh sét ciing 167 rim ra phét. Th& chdu bio sao?”



“Chau tra 1o ding vay. Nhwng chau ciling néi thém la chuyén nay c6 lién
quan dén doi sOng riéng tw cia chau, mong ho tuyét ddi khdong ndi ra
ngoai. Ho cling da htra v&i chau nhw vay.”

“Canh sat da giw dl’lng\ld’i hira. C6 1€ chdu cling nghe Momoko néi roi,
chinh chd da suy luin rang nguoi anh trai chi gdp phai chang chinh la
chau.”

“Chéu ciing nghe néi vay. R6t cudc, chid di suy luan bing cdch nao a?”

“Chuyén do6 thi chu s€ gidi thich vao mét Iic nao d6. Canh sat chi hoi the’
thoi a?”

“Vang.”

“Cam on chau. Nao, gio’ chd ciing ¢6 diéu muén hdi Momoko, dwoc
khong nhi?”

“La gi vay a?” Trén man hinh nho, nét mdt Momoko t6 ra hoi cang
thang. Xem ra c¢6 &y khong ngo s€ bi goi dén tén.

“C6 phai canh st cling d&n chd chdu roi khong?”

“Pung vay. Ho da d&n chd chdu a.”

“Khi nao?”

“Chiéu t6i hdm qua. Khoang 4 gic... thi phai a.” Momoko nghiéng dau
trong cdi man hinh nho xiu.

“Ho da hai chau chuyén gi?”

“Pai d€ cling gidng moi nguoi vea ndi thdi a. Ho hdi chdu c6 biét
chuyén hom thr By tuén tred'c thdy Kamio Eiichi da gidp chdng chau &
Tokyo khong, néu biét thi chdu nghe dworc tw ai, va chau ¢ k&€ chuyén dé
cho ai khong. Chau tra loi 1a ¢6 nghe thay néi, nhung chau khong k€ vai ai
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“Ngoai ra con gi khong?”

“Qua nhién chdu ciing bj hdi bing chitng ngoai pham. T&i thit By chdu
khong budc chan ra khoi nha, vi thé” chdu da trd loi ding nhw vay. Chau
bao hom dé b6" me chau ciing & nha nén canh sat c6 th€ xac nhan véi ho.”

“Nguwoi nha sao ding ra lam nhan chirng dwoc.” Ryosuke néi cdc 16¢.
“Em khong bi€t ha?”

“Anh ¢6 néi nhw thé thi cling... Vay, theo anh em phai tra 1o thé nao
maoi dwoc?”



“Em khong can néi chuyén da ¢ cung bd me lam gi.”

“Nhung da’y 1a sy that ma, em noi ra cling c6 sao dau.”

“Chuyén cii co gitra hai vor chong,” Takeshi xen vao. “D¢ lat ntra r'oi
thong thd ma cdi. Viéc ctia chid van chwra xong ma.”

“Chéu xin 10i,” ¢4 hai cing 1i nhi.

“Chd mudn hoi Ikenaga, chdau hay k& cho chid nghe dau dudi chuyén
chau gip anh chid. C6 phai anh &Yy lién lac voi chau tredc khdong?”

“Pung vay. Thay goi cho chau trwedc, bdo c¢d chuyén mudn néi va hodi
xem chau c6 the thu x&€p gdp thdy vao tuan sau khong. Thay con bdo, du &
dau thi thay ciing sé chi dong t&i va k€ ca cd it thoi gian thi cling khong
sao hét.”

“Pa’y 1a hom nao?”

“P¢€ chau xem nao, chu doi chau mot chut.”

Ryosuke nhin vao th gi d6 trén tay. C6 1€ anh ta dang ki€m tra trén dién
thoai.

“Hb6m d6 la thir Sau, ngay 26 thang 2 a.”

“Ngay 26 thang 2,” Takeshi 1am bam. “R'6i sao ntra?”

“Chéu tra 1o thay 1a: “Tiéc rang lich clia em kin ma't r'6i, néu budc phai
tim mot ngay thi em ranh vao thir Bdy tuén sau, tuy nhién hém d6 em ciing
cé viéc phai 1én Tokyo, chwra bi€t ma’y gio m&i thw tha dwgrc.” Nghe xong,
thay bao chdu: ‘Thir Bay tuén sau khong thanh van dé voi thay, va lai thay
c6 th€ 1én Tokyo cling khong sao ca, vi th€ khi nao chd't dwee lich, em béo
lai v&i thay dwore khong?’ Chau ddap: ‘Em hiéu réi,” sau d6 cip mdy a.”

“Vay tirc 1a khi chd't dwore lich chau da goi cho anh &y phai khong?”

“Vang. T&i ngdy ming 3 thang 3. Chau goi dién cho thiy, bdo riang
khoang 6 gio’ chiéu thir Bay, chdau c6 th€ danh ra khoang hai ti€ng d€ gap
thay.”

“Chau goi cho anh &y vao lic may gio ngay 3 thang 3?7

“Lic d6 chau vwa di lam vé, con chwa an tdi, chdu doan la khoang 7
gio.”

“7 gior a?... Th& chau goi vao di ddng hay dién thoai ban?”

“Chau goi mdy ban a. Chdu ¢ bAm ding sd con lwu trong mdy tr hom
thay goi cho chau. B&n hém thtr Bay, chdu m&i nhd ra la chwa héi s6” di



dong cua thay nén cling hoi cudng.”

“Hwm,” Takeshi khoanh tay tredc man hinh mdy tinh. “Chd xin phién
chau tai hién lai doan tro chuyén hom &y dwgc khong, cang chi ti€t cang
tot.”

“Da, nhw thé€ nao ha chu?”

“Chu s€ dong vai thdy Eiichi. Con chau chi ¢an nh¢ lai budi t67 hom ay
va néi lai y hét 12 dwoc? Nao, bit dau nhé. Pau tién chdu 14 ngudi goi dién
nhi? Nghe ti€ng chudng dién thoai, anh chd da nhd’c mdy,” Takeshi lam
dong tic 4p Ong nghe 1én tai bang tay trai. “Vang, Kamio xin nghe... Tiép
theo dén lwot chau da’y. Chau da néi gi?”

“A, em 1a Ikenaga ddy a. Hom trudc that that 18 véi thdy,” trén man
hinh, Ryosuke cling dang ap di¢n thoai Ién tai.

“ThAy md&i phai xin 10i vi da qua’y ray trong lic em dang ban bju nhw
the”. Em da chdt dugc lich cho ngay th Bdy chwa?... C6 phéi anh &y néi
thé khong nhi?”

“Dung la thdy da n6i nhw vdy a. Chu si€u thit, giong di€u clng y chang
luén.”

“Cam on chdu, bon chi Ia anh em rudt ma.”

Ngoi nghe bén canh, Mayo clng khong khdi ngac nhién. Cai ki€u néi
chuyén thing thang, nghe c6 vé nghiém khéc dé ding 1a ctia by co roi. Héa
ra 6ng chu nay con cé ca ngén nghé d6 ntra co’ a?

“Em da ch6t dwore r'oi a. TAm 6 gior chiéu, d6 hai ti€ng thoi thi em thu
x&p dwoe. Nhwng d€ thdy 1én tdn Tokyo thi em c thd’y 4y ndy lam sao &y.”

“Em khong can lo 1ing chuyén d6 dau. Chi vi Corona ma dao gan day
thay cr phai & rit trong nha, thay cling dang tinh thi thodng phai di dau xa
mot chuyén day. Tién thé ghé thim Mayo ludn cling khdng phai y t6i.”

“A... Khong, khong phai nhw thé a,” trén man hinh, Ryosuke dang xua
tay. “Thay khong néi cdu d6. Chuyén gidp Mayo la chau hoi thay truedc.”

“Chau héi trede? Nhw thé nao co?”

“Piing 13 thdy c6 néi cAu dai y chuyén 1én Tokyo khong nhdm nho gi.
Sau d6, chau héi thay cé dinh gdp Mayo ludn khong. Nghe vy, thay lién
bdo khong, Tdn nay thay khong gédp, thay gitr bi mat véi né ma.”

“*Gitr bi mat v&i né’ a. Anh &y ding tw n6 thay cho Mayo?”



Ryosuke dwa mét nhin xa xim, doan git dau. “Chau chéc chin 12 nhu th’
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“Chi hi€u r6i, minh tiép tuc di. Cudc trd chuyén sau da’y tiép dién nhuw
thé'nao?”

“Chdu da hoi 1a: Em dén dau duoc a?”

“Em c6 bi€t khach san Tokyo Kingdom khong nhi? Ngay gan ga Tokyo
ay,” Takeshi gia giong Eiichi, néi.

“Em c6. Em da dén dd’y ma’y [an r6i a.”

“Thé thdy tro minh gdp nhau & phong cho’ tang mdt vao lic 6 gio duoc
khong?”

“6 gio’ chiéu tai phong cho cia khach san Tokyo Kingdom thay nhi? Em
hi€u roi a.”

“Vay hen em thir Bdy nhé. Thiy rat néng long dwoc gdp em.”

“A ma, thdy oi,” Ryosuke td ra hoi ling ting. “C6 phai chuyén thay
mudn noi li€n quan d€n Momoko khong a?”

Takeshi ben im lang gidy lat, doan noi: “[\J' thi, dai loai 1a nhw vay.”

“Em hi€u roi. Vay hen gép lai thay vao thir Bay.”

“Chao em,” Takeshi lam dong tic bd dng nghe ra khoi tai. “Cudc tro
chuyén t61 hém &y da dién ra nhw vira r'oi phai khong?”

“Pai khadi 1a nhw vay. Trong ldc tai hién lai, chdu m&i nhé ra dwoc.”

“Cam on chau. Chd xin 18i vi bit chdu 1am chuyén ky quiic nay.”

“Khong dau, chzalng hi€u sao chdu c6 cam giac nhw dang néi chuyén voi
thay that. V&i lai...” Ryosuke ngdp ngung.

“Sao th&?”” Takeshi héi.

“Mdt Tan nita, chdu cam nhan ro trong tim kham ring thdy Kamio da
khong con trén coi doi nay. That khong the tin noi. Chau vira méi gap thay
cach day diang mot tuan, the¢’ ma...”

“Pung vay. Sau khi chia tay chdu, anh &y vira vé dé€n nha da bj ké nao dé
sat hai ro1.”

Trén man hinh, cad Ryosuke va Momoko déu td ra tram ngam.

“Tém lai,” Takeshi néi ti€p. “Cho d&n trudrc khi bi giét, chic chéin trong
dau anh &y da nghi vé cdu hoc trdo vira ngdi voi minh khi ndy va vo cia



cdu ta. Chd cd 1a anh &y da nghi xem phai lam gi d€ hai dira lam lanh v&i
nhau, phai lam gi d€ hai da trd nén hanh phtc, ban than minh c6 the€ 1am
gi cho chung.”

Nghe cdu néi d6, grong mdt doi vor chdng tré bdng ciing do’ nhuw the vira
bi ai d6 ba't ngo gidi cho gdo nwde lanh. Anh méit Ryosuke niing né.

“Hai da hiy tAm niém diéu d6 roi by gio' mudn cdi va hay ming chii
nhau thi tiy. Tt xa ludn. Chi xin phép & day. Rat cdm on hai dira da hop
tc,” vira néi dit 107, Takeshi di thao tdc mdy tinh va ngit ludn cudc goi.

Mayo quay sang nhin khudén mit lanh tanh ctia 6ng chd. “Chi gay gét
nhi?”

“Khong dwore chic?”

“Khong phai, chdu nghi diéu d6 t6t cho hai ngwoi ho. Thi thoang chu
cling n6i dwo'c may céu nghe hay ho da’y chi.”

“Chau n6i thwra chir “thi thoang’ r'oi,” Takeshi 1ién dong sdp man hinh lai,
doan chia may tinh vé phia Mayo. “May qua. Hop tw xa cling khong t6i.”

“Né&u cén chi ctr néi v&i chau ba't e lic nao.”

“Chéc chi s& khong phai mwon dén mdy tinh cia chdu nita dau, nhung
c6 viéc nay chi mudn nho chau.”

“Lai ntra a? HOm nay chi nho nhiéu thé”.”

“Chau bat man ha? Chinh chdu la ngwoi néi mudn gidp chd tim ra sy
that da’y nhé.”

“Chdu chi bao nhi€u théi ma. Ti€p theo chau phai lam gi a?”

“ffm, ti€p theo s¢€ 1a,” Takeshi gio’ ngoén trd 1€n. “Nha cua Doraemon.”



Tiém cét téc Tsukumi khong nim trén mot khu phd” mua sdm nhon nhip ma
lot gitra nhirng ng6i nha moc 1én san sat doc theo truc dwong chinh. Bén
ngoai cling chi ¢c6 mot khung ctra s6 1on, néu khong ¢6 tdm bi€n hiéu nhd
nhén dwoc treo 18n mot cdch khiém tdn, d& ching ngwdi ta chi dinh ninh
day la mot ngdi nha theo phong cach Tay c6 phan hoi kieu cach ma khong
nhan ra né 12 tiém cit téc.

Mayo cham rdi m¢& ctra. Bén trong ctra tiém sang trieng téa ra mot mui
hwong rd't thom. Ngwoi phu nir ng6i trén ghé€” sofa canh twong mim cwoi
ding ddy. “Chau vao di.”

b6 1a ba Kinue, me cia Tsukumi Naoya. Trong ba tré hon so véi hdm
Mayo gap & dam tang, xem ra la vi trang phuc va cich trang diém. Ba
khodc 40 vest ngin mau kem bén ngoai 40 so' mi tring, k&t hop vdi quan
jeans.

“Chéu xin 16i vi ghé thim dwong dot thé” nay.” Mayo cidi dau. “Co6 ¢6
dang ban khong a?”

“Khong hé,” ba Kinue néi, doan mim cwoi. “HOm nay chi ¢6 hai khach
dit lich, mot budi sang, mot budi chiéu, chic gior nay khong c6 ai dén nira
dau, ¢6 con dang dinh dong ctra day. C6 xin phép mot chiit nhé.”

Ba Kinue lién di ra ngoai, ruc rich go tdm bi€n xuéng. Xem ra day la
d&u hiéu d€ ngwoi ta biét tiém cé dang md cira hay khong.

Mayo nhin quanh tiém. Khong gian nhd nhin v&i doc hai chiéc ghé diing
de€ cét téc, goi dau toat ra mot bau khong khi tram 1dng. Chiéc dong h'd c&
dat trén ké dang chi hon 5 gio’ chiéu.

Nghe ndéi bd cia Tsukumi Naoya von la doi vién doi ty vé, dng da qua
doi vi tai nan trong lic tham gia dién tAp h'di Tsukumi con hoc cAp mot. Tir
dé tré di, cudc sdng cua ca gia dinh trong ciy vao ctra tiém nay, nhwng Ong
troi that qua tan nhan khi d€ ciu con trai ndi gét bd khi chi mai ¢6 14 tudi
dau.



Ba Kinue quay tré vao, dgng tA'm bién hiéu vira g& xudng canh twong.

“Cha, gio thi ¢6 chau minh c6 th€ thong tha néi chuyén dwgc roi,” ba
Kinue di sdu vao trong, doan mé canh ctra. Xem ra phia bén kia canh ctra
a'y la phong o

“M@i chdu vao. Chdu thong cdm, chd nay hoi chat chdi.”

“Chéu xin phép,” Mayo lai cdi dau an nura.

Noi Mayo dwoc dan vao 1a phong #n trong d6 c6 ddt mot chi€c ban danh
cho bén ngwdi ngdi. O’ d6 con bay ca tivi va ta buffet, bdi viy xem ra nd
cling ddm nhén ca vai tro cua phong khach. S6ng mot than mdt minh thi
ching nay cd 1€ 1a du r'6i. Trén 6 ctra sO dwoe xay 101 ra ngoai co treo tAm
rem ké ca-rd, dem dén cho can phong mét bau khdng khi troi sang.

Ba Kinue di ra to quay bép. “Moi chdu ng6i.”

“A, vang a,” Mayo ben kéo gh€’, ng61 xuong.

Ba Kinue moi Mayo udng hdng tra. Trén cdc tra c¢6 gai mdt mi€ng
chanh cit 14t. Qua ddng 13 khdc hin v&i Momoko, xem ra sé khong c6
chuyén ba &y héi xem Mayo c6 mudn uéng bia hay khong.

“Chau da binh tam lai chit nao chwa?” Ba Kinue hoi.

“Chdu thay nhe ca ngwdi vi 18 canh linh clru va 1 dua tang da két thic
ém dep. Nhung chirng nao hung thii con chwa bj bét thi ding 1a...”

“C0 hi€u. Chau uéng tra di kéo ngudi.”

“Vang, chdu moi ¢d,” Mayo beén thd lat chanh vao c6c roi nhadp mot
ngum. Coc tra mang dam hwong vi thio moc.

“Vwra ndy trén dién thoai chdu c6 néi la mu6n ti€p ndi viéc ma bd chau,
thdy Kamio dang lam dang d¢&. R6i chau con bio mudén xem cac bai vin
ctia Naoya ntra. Chau c6 th€ néi cu the€ hon cho ¢6 nghe dwoc khong?”

“Vang a,” Mayo dip, doan dit hai tay 1én dau go1.

“Trong ldc sip x&p lai di vat cia bd, chdu thd'y may t& photocopy cic
bai vin clia nhirng ngwoi ting 12 hoc trd clia bd” chdu. C6 vé nhwr mdi khi
wng ¥ mot bai van nao dé, bd chau s€ photocopy mdt ban de gitr lai bén
minh trwdc khi trd cho chi nhan. Hinh nhwr b6 chdu con gom nhirng trang
pamphlet ma bd chdu ty bd tién tdi ra d€ xuad't ban, ¢6 1€ sdm mudn gi bd'
chdu ciing s€ tong hgp thanh mot cudn sach va phat cho nhirng ngwoi than
thiét.”



Ba Kinue gat gi ma’y cdi trong lic nghe Mayo giai thich.

“Thay Kamio d& nghi nhu th& 1dm. Th&, bd chdu ciing dinh dwa c4c bai
van ctia Naoya vao cudn sach d6 v?”

“Pung vay a. Thyc ra chdau da tim thd'y danh sach cac hoc sinh tirng viét
tdc pham, trong d6 c6 tén ctia Tsukumi. Chirng td b6 chdu ciing dinh dang
ca tic pham cua cdu ay ntra. Nhwrng ma, chaamg hi€u sao chau khong tim
tha’y ban photocopy bai vin cua cau &y. C6 khi né da bi ma't, hodc b6 chau
quén chwa photocopy ciing nén. Vi thé” chau m¢&i dinh néi chuyén véi ¢6.”

Ba Kinue 1ién né mot nu cwdi, 4nh mét long lanh.

“Co rat 18y lam cam kich va vui swong vi chuyén nay. C6 diéu, cd xin
16i vi m&i nghe k€ Tan d4u, néu hoi thdy Kamio da thich bai vdn nao ctia
Naoya thi ¢6 cung...”

Xem ra ba Kinue dang mu6n néi ti€p la “... khong bi€t.”

“Chau ciing doan vay. Thé& nén, n€u nhw c6 c6 the€ cho chau doc ta't ca
cac bai van ma Tsukumi da vi€t h'6i cap hai ma c¢6 con giw lai thi chadu s€
bi¢t on 14m 18m. Thyc ra chi cta chdu, titc em rudt by chdu ciing dang vé
day, chd &y bao chu ¢6 linh cdm n&€u 1a minh thi s€ bi€t bd chau dinh chon
tdc pham nao.”

“Chau néi ¢d m&i nhéd hdom & dam tang, ¢c6 mot ngwoi dan dng dirng
canh chdu. Ra vdy. Héa ra ngwoi d6 1a em trai thdy Kamio. Vay nghia la
chu &y hi€u rat ro s& thich van chwong cia b6 chau nhi?”

“Vang, chi &y ndi vay a. Co cé theé cho chau mwon khong a? Di nhién
chau s€ gitr gin can than, photocopy xong chau s€ tra lai cd ngay.”

“Chdu muén mwen ta't cd nhirng bai van ma Naoya da vi€t h'6i cap hai
nhi? Vira ndy c6 ciing tim thi¥ roi, nhiéu ra phét da’y. D& d&n hon chuc bai

b

co'.

“Chd4u nghi phai tAm dé d&y a. Du sao thi sé thich ctia b chdu 12 bit hoc
sinh 1am vdn ma. Khong chi giao bai cho ky nghi he hay nghi dong ma mdi
khi treong to chirc sy kién, b6” chdu lai yéu cau hoc sinh viét vé cha dé gi
d6. T4t nhién la cd trong nhitng gio' hoc binh thwong nira. C6 may ban
tng néi v&i chau 1a ho khong ghét gi thdy Kamio, nhung mong thay tha
cho cdi khoan thic ép hoc sinh phai viét van.”

“Ta’t ca chd d6 ha? Co hi€u roi. Chau doi c6 mot 14t nhé.” Ba Kinue bén
ding day, ra khdi phong. Mayo nghe ti€ng ngwoi phu nir &y bwdc 1én cau



thang. Cin phong Naoya tirng diing ndm & tang hai, khong chirng né van
con duwoc gitr nguyén trang tir h'di ciu 8y mat.

Khai phai n6i, chuyén Eiichi tuyén chon mot s6 tac pham yéu thich trong
sO cac bai van cuia dam hoc tro roi tyy bo tién tdi ra xua't ban la do Takeshi
bia ra. Néu khong néi nhw vay thi viéc Mayo dé€n nho va ba Kinue cho
muon doc h&t nhitng bai viin clia ngudi ban cii trong ldc con dang rdi rim
vi b6" vira bi sat hai chi khi€n ba sinh nghi. Mayo cling dong tinh v&i y kién
ay, song van dé la tai sao ho lai phai can d€n nhirng bai van ctia Tsukumi
Naoya. Tuy nhié€n, vé chuyén do, Takeshi chi n6i doc mot cau: “Khi nao sy
that sang td, chd s€ néi cho chdu bi€t.”

Chinh vi vy ma ciing giong nhw lic lién lac v&i Momoko va Ikenaga
Ryosuke, Mayo chi hanh ddng theo sy sai bao ctia Takeshi ma khong hé
bi€t muc dich la gi.

C6 nhin vao chiéc tii tote. Trén quai ctia né c¢é gan phu kién trang tri
hinh mot chid budm. Chéic chin Takeshi dang & ngay gan diy. Chinh la
chiéc mdy nghe trdom d6. L& dwong nhién, phan dudi ding lam cong tic
nguon dang cong 1én.

Mayo nghe thdy ti€ng chan budc xudng cau thang, ba Kinue 6m theo
mot thung carton di vao.

“CO nghi ta't ca déu & trong day hét.”

“Chéau xem dwoc khong a?”

“U, chdu xem di.”

Bén trong thung carton c¢6 nhirng to’ gid’y tap lam van dwgc gdp lam doi.
Mayo 12y hét ra, dat 1én ban. Khi x&€p ch'ong lén nhau, chiing day géan hai
centimet. DAu ching dang dwoc gap doi thi dé chirng cling phai ¢6 d&én hon
nam muwoi to'.

Nhin qua thi tat ca s6" d6 déu la gid'y chuyén dung d¢ vi€t van. Tém lai,
chung la tac pham gdoc.

“Khong c6 ban photocopy ha c6?”

“Ban photocopy?” Ba Kinue nghiéng dau, chueng nhw khéng hi€u y céu
héi.

“Sau khi nop bai mot thoi gian, thdy cd s€ tra lai cho hoc sinh, tuy nhién
trong s& d6 ciing ¢6 nhirng bai khong dwoee tra lai. Vi du treong hop phai
ndp cho mdt cudc thi do Bo Gido duc bao tror chealng han. Thay co s€ nhic



nhirng ai mudn gitkr lai bai cia minh di photocopy truede. Vi thé” chdu dang
nghi khong bi€t Tsukumi ¢6 gitr lai ban photocopy nao nhw thé khong.”

“A, ra viy. Nhung khéng c6 cdi nao dau. Thing bé khdng phai dita mudn
lru gitt nhirng bai van ctia minh d&n mirc di photocopy dau,” ba Kinue
cwoi thi€u ndo.

Nghe vay, Mayo ciing thdy thuyé&t phuc, ban than c6 ciing vay. C6 chwa
bao gio’ photocopy lai nhirng bai van ciia minh.

C6 diéu, xem ra Takeshi s€ tha't vong vi diéu nay. B&i 1€ chd &y da dén
néu Tsukumi con gitr ban photocopy thi nhdt dinh phai cam vé. Nghe nhw
ban photocopy &'y trdi lai con quan trong hon ca ban goc vay.

Mayo c¢am to’ ban thao trén cung 1én. D€ bai 1a “Ngwoi ma em kinh
trong.” M@ bai, Tsukumi viét: “Ngwoi em kinh trong chinh la ngwoi bd” da
qua doi te khi em con hoc cap m6t.” Theo ndi dung ctia bai van d6 thi hinh
nhw sau khi b6" Tsukumi ma't mét thoi gian, c6 mot ngwoi phu nir la mat da
ttr Kobe d&n thdp nhang cho dng. Nghe néi co6 &y 13 nan nhan trong tham
hoa dong dat Hanshin—Awaji, bd Tsukumi khdng chi ciru cd &y ma con
cong cd &y dén noi lanh nan cach d6 tdn may cay sd, gita dong doO nat.
Két bai, Tsukumi viét rﬁng dé la Tan dau tién cdu dworc bi€t cong viéc cua
bd 1a gi va cau khong khdi ty hao vé dicu aYy.

“Bai van hay quda. Co6 da doc chwra a?”

Nghe Mayo héi, ba Kinue bén khé gat dau. “Co6 da doc may Ian ro6i.”

Hin 12 vay r'oi, Mayo trom nghi. Chic chin mdi I'an doc co Ay lai rung
rung nudc mat.

“Tsukumi c6 thanh tich xuit sic & tAt cd cdc modn, viét vin ciing hay
nwra. Bai van cta cau 8y cuc ky ¢6 dong.”

“Chuyén d6 thi, c6 nghi 14 vi thing bé c6 meo dd’y,” ba Kinue néi nhu
thé’ dang hé 16 mdt bi mat nho nho.

“Meo ay a?”

“PAY la chiéc mdy tinh, ky vat ctia chdng cd. Thing bé st dung phian
mém soan thdo van ban d€ viét nhap, roi nhin vao dé d€ chép ra gidy. N6
bao lam th& nhan ténh vi khong can phai tra chtt Han ntra. Sau khi vao vién,
n6é vin dung mdy tinh trong phong bénh. Mic dit ¢d dd nhic nhé né 1a
khong dworc lam bi€ng nhw vay.”

“Vay ha c¢6? Nhung k& ca ¢6 nhw thé thi chdu van thiy ciu Ay gidi.”



Dién thoai di dong cia Mayo bdng rung Ién trong chiéc tui tote. Co bén
noi “Chau xin phép mot chut,” doan rat di€n thoai ra, thiy tin nhin dwoc
gtri dén tr Takeshi. Noi dung la: “Mang cdi may tinh d6 vé di.” Ngay ca
Mayo ciing hi€u muc dich cta viéc d6 la gi.

“Chi&c mdy tinh d6 van con chir a?”

“Van con day. C6 kém maYy khoadn dé 18m, thanh thir chura s vao bao
gio.”

“Chau c¢6 the mwon dwoc khong a?”

“C4i d6 4?” Ba Kinue tron xoe mét vé kinh ngac. “P&lam gi vdy chau?”

“Vi ¢6 the trong d6 van con lwu cédc bai vin nhdp a. Chdu mudn ki€m tra
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xem.
“Vay ha? A, nhung chic chang con gi dau. Naoya néi v&i cd 1a né da x6a
toan bo dir li€u trong do, dan cd khdng phai d€ y dén chi€c may tinh day
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nua.

“The a?”

Nghe ba Kinue néi, Mayo cdm thdy I'6ng ngwc hoi nhdi.

Tsukumi Naoya di chuah bj sin sang cho cdi ché&t can ké. Chic hin vi
th&’ ma khi nghi d&n ngwdi me khong bigt dung mdy tinh, ciu di cho rang
to't hon hét 1a khong Iwu lai thi gi trong do.

Chi€c dién thoai Mayo dit trén dau gdi lai bdo tin nhin d&n. Trén d6
hién thi dong chtr “LaYy veé di.”

“Thé& ciing khong sao ca, triedrc mét co ctr cho chdu xem dworc khong a?”
Mayo néi v&i ba Kinue.

“Co6 hi€u roi. Nhung khong bi€t né con chay dwoc khong ntra. N6 da cii
1&m r'oi ma.”

Ba Kinue lai di ra khéi phong 1€n tang hai.

Mz{yo 1ién 147y dién thoai goi cho Takeshi. Pau diy bén kia bit mdy ngay,
hoi bang giong thd 16, “Sao?”

“Thir ma chd dang nhim dé&n cé the dang nim trong chiéc mdy tinh &y
a?”

“Chud cau mong 1a nhw vay.”

“Co &y bao dir liéu da bi x6a sach, nhw thé” van dworc a chi?”

“Khong van dé gi. Chu sé€ ¢6 cach.”



“Néu thé& thi cn gi may thir nay nira. Pong ban thao géc &y. Ning ra
phét chu a.”

“Pung c6 néi ngd ngan. Chau quén 1y do bé ngoai bién minh cho viéc
d&n mwon chdng roi a? Néu d€ nhirng thir d6 lai thi con y nghia gi ntra.”

“A, ding vay nhi?”

“C6 nang mot chit cling rang chiu di. Nhd mang hét vé day cho chd,”
dién thoai bj ngit mdt cach dot ngot.

Mayo I¢ lwoi, ca't dién thoai vao tui, diung lic ba Kinue quay tré lai.

“N6 day,” ba Kinue diat mét cai bao dung c6 tay cam Ién trén ban. C6 vé
nhw d6 la tdi dgng mdy tinh. Thir dwgc 16i ra khdi d6 1a mét chiéc mady hinh
vudng mau den.

Trong con mét c\ﬁa Mayo, trong n6 khong gidng mot chi€c may tinh.
B6n goc vudng chan chan, dd day dé phai d&€n nam centimet. Mayo cam
thir 1€n, thd’y né nang trinh trich. Liéu cé the goi day la mdy tinh xach tay
dwoc khong nhi? Cling may vi c6 tii dung. Tui tote ciia cd chi dwng dong
ban thao la da hé€t co r'oi, nhét thém chi€c mdy tinh nay c6 khi khong deo
ndi vi ning ma't. Dy ngudn ciing gén mot cuc 16 to, nhin chung 4n twong
ctia Mayo la né ra't tho.

“Chdu mwon cdi nay dwgc khdong ¢c6?”” Mayo hai lai Tan nwra.

“Puworc, nheng khong bi€t né da hong chwa nwra.”

“Chau sé nho’ chd chdu xem gitp. Néu né bi hdng thi chdu s€ dem di stra,
nhw thé” c6 sao khdong a? Ta't nhién chau s€ chju phi stra chtra a.”

“Thé thi 4y ndy qua. N&u can stra, chdu cr néi v&i ¢d nhé.”

“Vay thi dé&n ldc d6 chau sé lai ban véi cd a.”

“Ciing dwoe,” ba Kinue nhin xudng chi€c may tinh. “C6 da quén khuly
ma't thir nay. Khong biét trong d6 cé gi nira. Tsukumi khdng vao mang nén
chic khong luu tht gi ky quic dau.”

“Néu n6 con chay tdt thi c6 xem thir 1a dwgre ma. Chau sé hdi cach su
dung.”

“Vay thi tram sy nho’ chau nhé. C6 tha’y hdo hirc roi day.”

“The chdu xin phép mwon a,” Mayo cd't may tinh vao bao dung.

“Ma nay, chau ¢6 tham dw budi hop 1&p ngay mai khong?” ba Kinue héi.



“Chdu dinh s& tham dw cd a. A, n6i m&i nhé, chau nghe bao viéc hodn
khong 1am 1€ twéng nhé cho Tsukumi nira 14 the theo nguyén vong ctia ¢d.”

“U’” ba Kinue bén né mdt nu cudi budn rau. “Ching ma’y khi hop 16p,
cd mudn cac chau dwoc vui vé thit sw. PE dip khac nhé dén Naoya la du
roi.”

Nghe ciu néi d6, trong long Mayo bdng ddy 1én nhitng cdm xtic phitc
tap.

“Néu vay thi, c6 1€ chdu ciing khong nén dén cd nhi? Vi nhuw viy sé
khién moi ngwoi nho d€n b6’ chau mat.”

Ba Kinue 1ién vdi vang xua tay.

“C06 nghi chau ctr d&n thoi. Trai lai néu chau khong dén thi nhirng nguoi
c6 mit & d6 sé cam thay cén rirt lwong tAm vi nghi rang chi bon minh vui
vé v&i nhau ciing dwoc sao. Néu chau khong ngai thi hay tham gia cling cac
ban. Pay ciing 1a 1o nho cta ¢b.”

Thay ba Kinue cidi dau, Mayo cudng quyt ca 1én. “C6 dung lam vay...”

Ba Kinue bén ngang dau 1én, n6i “Hon ntra...” doan tam tim cwoi.

“Cod mudn chiu tham gia budi hop 16p. Vi ¢d dam chic & thé gidi bén
kia, Naoya ciing dang d&i theo. Ch4u cé nhan ra thing bé thich chdu
khong?”

“A, khong, chuyén d6...” Mayo v duyén vo c& so 1én téc.

“Chéu hay dén duy nhé. C6 nghi Naoya dang mudn gap chiu da’y.”

ThaYy ba Kinue nhin minh v&i 4nh mét tha thiét, Mayo chot nhan ra day
khong phai ldc d€ c6 ngwong nging nhw mot dira tré con. C6 dap: “Chau sé€
can nhic mdt c4ch tich cyc vé chuyén dé a.”



Takeshi 18y mdy tinh ra khdi bao dung, ddt 1én ban va huyt sdo.

“Chu dang mudn chao n6 mot cau: Mebius di'y a. Ba lau khong gap,
may c6 khde khong?”

C6 vé nhu Takeshi bi€t dong mdy nay.

“No6 c6 chay khong nhi?”

“Chau c6 bi€t phim Ngwoi vé twr sao Héa khong? BO phim do Matt
Damon thu vai chinh, k€ vé mdt phi hanh gia bi bd lai mdt minh trén sao
Hoéa.”

“Hinh nhw chdu da nghe ai d6 nhic d&n réi, nhung chdu chwra xem.”

“Trong phim xudt hi€n con tau thdm hi€m sao Hda cé that, t€n la Mars
Pathfinder. N6 ha canh trén sao Hda vao nam 1997. Nhan vat chinh da dao
b&i con tau ra khdi ddong cat, khéi dong nd va thanh céng trong viéc giao
ti€p voi Trai da't. Mebius dwoe tung ra thi treong cung thoi di€m con tau
Mars Pathfinder ha canh. Cho du n6 c6 chay dworc thi chu ciing khong 18y
gilamla.”

“Nhung d6 1a phim khoa hoc vién twédng ma?”

“N6 c6 ti€ng 1a mot bd phim khoa hoc vién twdng diy tinh thyc t&. Du
sao thi trim nghe khong bang mot thay,” Takeshi bén cim diy dién vio &,
sau d6 bat ngudn may tinh.

Chi 14t sau man hinh da sang den, trén d6 hién thi hinh minh hoa mot dai
bang sac so trén nén xanh dam cung cht Mebius.

“PAYy tha’y chwa, n6 khéi dong binh thwong réi niy. Chua k&, may méin
cho ching ta la n6 khong doi mat khau. Cé vé nhu Tsukumi khong ding
chié€c mady tinh nay cho nhttng chuyén mo dam.”

“Chéc chi ciling nghe dwoc qua mdy nghe trdm roi, hinh nhwr cau Ay
khong k&t n61 mang.”



“Khoang dau nhirng nam 2000 nhi? Chuyén may dira hoc sinh cadp hai
day thi som swu tdm tranh anh video khi€u dam cling khong ¢6 gi la nhwng
c6 1€ bénh vién h'6i d6 chwa trang bi day du Internet.”

Sau khi thao tdic mot h'6i trén ban phim va ban di chu6t cdm rng, Takeshi
bdng nhién thé dai.

“Puing nhr me Tsukumi néi. Toan bo dw li€u da bi xdéa sach. Khdng con
lrru mot tép nao, thiing rac va hom thw cling rdng khong. Xem ra c4u ta nghi
dén chuyén ai d6 sé can dung d&€n mady tinh clia minh nén m&i khong cai
dat mat khau.”

“Lam thé nao bay gio? Chi bao s€ ¢6 cach ma?”

Takeshi ben khoanh tay lai, lam diéu bd nhw dang suy nghi mot chut,
doan liéc nhin dong hd deo tay trwéc khi tit ngudn mdy tinh. Chd Ay rit
ca day dién ra khoi & cim, cho mdy tinh vio lai bao dung.

“Chu ra ngoai mot 14t.”

“Bay gio dy a?”

“M@i c6 hon 7 gio ma.”

“Chu dinh di dau? Chau ciing di cung ludn.”

“Chd ra chd ngwoi quen mot 1at. Chau khong ¢in di theo dau. Thay vao
do, ng‘)@i doc dong nay di,” Takeshi chi tay vao tii tote ma Mayo dat bén
canh. O d6 16 ra mot xap cac bai van cua Tsukumi Naoya.

“Poc céi nay roi sao ha chui?”

“Thay bai nao &n twong thi bdo chud.”

“An twong nhw theé nao cor a?”

“Cai do6 phai doc ma&i biét dwoe chir. Gap bai nao khién chau ngac nhién
hay cdm kich thi nhit sin ra.”

“Troi,” Mayo nhan mét. “Yéu cau triu twong thé””

“Pirng c6 sudt ngdy can nhin nﬁ’\a, mau vé phong doc di,” Takeshi lién
ding day, 18’y 4o khodc ra khdi td. “A, phai roi. Chau goi dién cho Kakitani
di. Chic chén bon ho di tiép cin dwoc mot vai ngudi trong sd cdc ban cla
chdu r'6i. Th hdi xem ho da xdc nhan dwoc chirng clr ngoai pham cua
nhtrng ai r61.”

“Th¢ cling dwoc, nhwng khong bi€t ho c6 chiu néi that khong nira. Chau
c6 linh cdm ho s€ 1y do 1y tra'u d€ chdng ché’.”



“Néu cam thd’y ho dang ltra gat minh thi chdau hay doa ho la ‘Céac anh ma
khong néi thi d&€n buoi hop 1op ngay mai tdi s€ hdi chirng cr ngoai pham
cla tirng ngwoi mot.””

Cau thoai nay vao miéng nguwoi binh thwong nghe chi giéng nhw loi néi
dtia, nhueng vio miéng 6ng chi nay thi sé& thanh thit, chic cinh sit phai
khi€p via.

“Ch4u khong ty tin 14m nhung chdu sé& thir. Ma bira t6i nay chd dinh tinh
sao?”

“Cht #n btra thir gi d6 12 xong. Chéc chi s& vé mudn da’y. Khi nao doc
xong ma’y bai van kia thi mang sang phong nay cho chu.” Takeshi ném chia
khoda phong cho Mayo.

Vira V& d&€n phong minh, Mayo da nhanh chéng goi dién cho Kakitani.
Khong bi€t cé phai vi doan dwoc muc dich Mayo goi dién hay khong ma
giong anh ta khi néi cau “Cam on vi chuyén hdm qua,” lai c¢é vé canh giac.

“Toi xin 161 vi qua’y rdy lic anh dang ban. Chd t6i bdo goi thi cho anh d€
hdi xem cac anh da xdc nhin dwoc chirng cr ngoai pham cia cac ban t6i
hay chwa.” Tam thoi Mayo d6 ludn trach nhiém lén dau Takeshi.

“Vé chuyén d6, hién chiing t6i van dang trong qud trinh diéu tra, giai
doan nay chidng toi vin chwa thé néi rd dwoc diéu gi.” Kakitani lang trdnh
ding nhw Mayo da dy doan.

“Anh c6 th€ ti€t 16 cho t6i nhirng thdng tin ma cac anh da biét dén thoi
di€m hién tai khéng? Ngay mai la d&€n budi hop 1op r'oi. Téi khong biét
phai cr Xt v&i moi ngwoi nhw thé nao day.”

“A... ra vay. Th& cd doi toi mot 14t nhé.”

Nhurng tap am phia sau Kakitani ma Mayo nghe dwgc qua dién thoai da
tdt han. C6 vé nhw anh ta da di chuyén ra chd khéc.

“Xem nao, néi V& nhirng ngwoi ma ching téi da xac nhian dwgc hanh
tung vao dém ngay 6 thang 3 thi dau tién phai k&€ d€n anh Haraguchi
Kouhei. Chinh 1a ngwei da phat hién thi th€ cia bd' ¢6.”

Mayo cheamg may may nghi ngo Haraguchi mot chit nao. Nghi dén viéc
Kakitani dinh diung chuyén nay d€ danh trong lang khi€n cd byc bdi thuc
su.

“Ngoai ra con ai nra?”” C6 danh giong.



“Ngoai ra con c6 anh Numakawa nwra. Hinh nhw anh &y da lam viéc tai
quéan ctia minh.”

b6 lai 1a mot céi tén khong c¢6 gi d€ ban. Khdi can néi Mayo ciing biét.
“Con nwra khong?”

“Chiing tdi ciing dd xdc nhin dwoc bing chitng ngoai pham cta anh
Kashiwagi. C6 vé nhu t67 hom d6 anh &y da an udng ciung v&i cac dong
nghiép.”

Kakitani da néi vay thi xem chwng canh sat da xac minh dwgc roi. “Con
ai nra khong? Kugimiya chflng han.”

“Anh Kugimiya... &y a? Um thi, cling hoi mo' h'6. N&u hoi anh 4y ¢6
chirng ctr ngoai pham hay khong thi nhiéu kha ning 1a ¢6,” bdng nhién
Kakitani néi ning nhat girng. Mayo c6é cam gidc chic nich ring anh ta dang
tim cach chong ché’.

“Anh ndi rd ra xem nao. Néu bay gio’ anh khong ndi thi toi sé tryc ti€p
héi cdu ay.”

Mayo ct dinh ninh Kakitani s€ cudng quyt 1én, song phan rng cta anh ta
lai khéc.

“U...m, c6 khi c6 nén lam vay thi hon. Du sao thi chuyén d6 cling lién
quan dén doi song riéng tw cia anh 4y ma.”

“Riéng tw nhw thé’ nao? Anh cho t6i biét di, toi s€ khong néi v&i ai dau.”

O dau day bén kia, Kakitani bat ra nhirng ti€ng 4m w. Xem ra anh ta dang
kh4 b61 rdi.

“Thyc ra, ban d4u anh 4y noéi 1a d3 & nha bd me @é. C6 diéu, chd anh Ay
ngu lai khong phai nha chinh ma 1a nha phu xay trong veon, thé’ nén khong
cé ai lam chirng. Vi vy, thoi di€m d6, anh Kugimiya khong ¢6 chirng cir
ngoai pham. Nhung ching t6i da xdc minh dwgc sau d6 anh &y da & clng
mot ngwoi.”

“Mot nguoi... Co phai la Kokori... a Kokonoe khéng?”

“A khéng, chuyén d6 khong phéi do t6i néi ra dau nhé.”

Xem ra dung la Kokonoe Ririka roi.

“Vay nghia I cdc anh d3 xdc minh dwoc bang ching ngoai pham cta ciu
dy roi a? Noi la & cung nhung ciing ¢é thé chi 1a ho da ban trwdc voi nhau
de€ khai cho khop thdi ma.”



“Thi ding 1a nhw vay, khd ndi ho lai gdp nhau & céi chd d6. Troi a, khé
xtr qua di mat. Co Mayo nay, toi ti€t 10 cho ¢6 dén mirc nay chéng qua vi
cd la con gdi cua thdy Kamio d4’y. Binh thuwong ching tdi s€ khong bép xép
nhtrng bi mat trong qua trinh diéu tra nhw thé nay dau.”

N 2

“T6i hi€u ma. Cam on anh,” Mayo néi ra't nhanh. “Th€’, dia di€m d6 la &
dau?”

“Thi t6i da bao la khdong th€ ndi ra dwore roi ma. Xin ¢6 hay tha cho toi
di.”

“Chi can goi y thoi cling dwoc.”

“Mét that. D& xem nao, chd d6 cach thi trdn nay khodng ba muwoi phuit
chay 6 t6. N&u di dwong cao td'c thi mat dd hai mwoi phit. Nguoi dé co xe
riéng nén hinh nhw da ty minh lai t&i d6. Nghe néi anh Kugimiya ciling
ngoi cung trén chi€c xe &y. Sau khi d€n noi, ho da nan lai khoang hai ti€ng
dong h'6 trede khi quay trd vé. Ngwoi dé da cho ching toi ki€m tra thong
tin dinh vi trén dién thoai di dong, vi vay to1 nghi la khong nhdm duoc dau.
Sau khi nghe chuyén &Yy, chiing tdi dd xac nhan lai véi anh Kugimiya va
anh &y cling da thwra nhan. DT nhién cling ¢6 kha nang mdt ngwoi khac cam
theo dién thoai I€n xe, nhwng ching t6i chi can ki€m tra camera gidm sat la
hai nim r& mwdi ngay thoi, béi vay chiing toi cho rang c¢6 thé tin twdng 1o
khai nay.”

“Hai ti€ng chay 0 tO trén dwong cao tdc... La chd nao dwoc nhi?”

“T6i xin cd, dung suy nghi qua nhiéu vé chuyén d6,” Kakitani néi nhw
theé’ dang khan cau.

“Ngoai ra khong con ai c¢é chirng ctr ngoai pham ntra sao?”

“Tinh d€n hién tai la vay. Cling ¢6 ngwoi khai 1a d@ & nha, nhung ching
t61 kho ma xac nhan dwoc.”

Chic anh ta dang n6i d&n Momoko, Mayo trdm nghi.

“Trong treong hop d6, cac anh khong the ki€m tra qua thong tin dinh vi
trén dién thoai a?”

“Néu & nha, cho di ban than minh khdng ¢6 mat thi chi can d€ dién thoai
trong phong 1a dwore thdi. Du sao ching t6i cling s€ yéu cau ho cho kieém
tra.”

Anh ta néi ciing ding, Mayo hai 1ong v&i cau tra loi.



“V&i nhitng ngeoi da di chuyén dén mot dia di€m nao do, cac anh c6 theé
x4c nhan bang ching ngoai pham qua thong tin dinh vi nhi?”

“Pung vay, nhwng khong phai td't cd moi ngwoi déu hop tac.”

“Thé& c6 nghia 1a?”

“Ciing c6 ngwdi 16i van dé riéng tw ra 1am 14 chén d€ tr chdi cho chiing
toi xem dién thoai. Ngay ca khi ching t6i khflng dinh s€ khong xem nhtrng
dr liéu khac, chi ki€m tra thdng tin dinh vi ngay tredc mat ngueoi do thoi
thi ho cling khong chiu cha’p nhan cho. Chiing tdi chi can xin Iénh kham xét
la dwg'c nhung né€u khong cé 1y do twong xing thi e 1a kho.”

“Co 1€ vay,” Mayo d6ng y. Ngay chinh cd cling cam thay khong thoai
mai v&i viée bi canh sdt so’ vao dién thoai cia minh.

“Tinh hinh hién tai la nhw vay. Khi nay t61 cling n6i roi da'y, chinh vi co
hédi nén t6i méi boc bach d&n mirc nay. Chir binh thwong khéng doi nao t6i
ti€t 10 nhiéu nhw thé” dau.”

“Cam on anh. T6i xin bay td 1ong bi€t on thay cho ngwoi cha qua cd cla
minh,” Mayo néi bang giong lich sw, doan két thic cudc goi.

Mayo quyét dinh dung btra t6i & nha an. C6 dinh tuédn sau di lam tré lai
nén ngay mai sé tra phong. Blra sing mai s€ la bira an cudi cung cua co &
noi nay.

Lidc dé&n nha an, Mayo tha'y dong khach hon may hom trwd'c mot chit. Qua
nhién dén thir Bay, lwgong khach du lich cling nhiéu 1én. Nhén vién 1 quan
nom tran tré sirc s6ng, khong hi€u sao Mayo lai thay vui.

Mayo ngd6i vao chi€c ban trong gdoc, thé réi trong lic vira an suét
tempura vira ngim nhin xung quanh, c6 bdng tha’y 1a la. C6 gi dé khang
khac moi khi. Cu61 cung Mayo cing nhin ra. T&m poster Ngbi nha mé
cung do dan trén twvong da bi€n mat.

Th&’y ba chi tinh co’ di ngang qua, Mayo bén hdi vé chuyén do.

“T6i nghi da dé&n lic phai g& né ra roéi,” ba chd néi, doan nheo mét cudi.
“Luyén ti€c mai nhirng chuyén da qua ciing chging de’lam gi, va lai thj trdm



nay van con nhiéu thit hay ho khdc ma.”

“Pung vay that,” Mayo gat ddu. C6 c6 cam giac k€ tw khi dén thi tran
nay, day la [an dau ti€n c6 duwgrc nghe mot cau néi hung h'on nhw viy.

“C0 ng'6i 4n thong tha nhé,” ba chii néi r'di bd di chd khéc.

bing ldic Mayo tré lai voi bira an cia minh thi ¢6 mét cdp d6i ng6i
xudng ban bén canh. Téc cd hai déu da bac, trong ho gidng mdt cip vy
chong. Vra ngdi xudng nguoi dan 6ng da khoi mao cau chuyén vé quan
mi soba. Ong ta néi mudn d&n thi quan mi soba ma nhitng ngwdi am hidu
déu biét d&n, quin d6 nim gan ring tric von 13 mot danh lam thing canh &
vung nay. Nghe vy, nguoi phu nit ¢ vé l1a vor O6ng ta lién hwdng rng:
“Vay la quy€t dinh dwoc bira trira ngay mai roi 6ng nhi?”

Rung tric va quan mi soba a?...

Phéi r'6i, ngay cd mot thi tran khdng tén ciing ¢ nhirng thir dang d€ tw
hao.

Sau khi #n xong, Mayo quay tr& vé phong, bit dau doc cic bai vin cla
Tsukumi Naoya. C6 mwoi hai bai ta't ca. Cau &y da viét bay bai nam 1op 7
va nadm bai nadm I&p 8. Bai van “Nguwoi ma em kinh trong” dwore viét ndm
1op 8.

V€ cha d@é, cé bai duwoc quy dinh trede va ciing ¢6 bai viét theo cha dé
te do. May bai ki€u nhu “Gia dinh em”, “Ky niém trong ky nghi h¢” hay
“Nhirng di€éu em mong mudn & nha trieong” cd 1€ thudc vao loai thir nhat.
Con nhirng bai nhw “Chay, tdn cong, phong tha!” v&i ndi dung ca tung
Ichiro — mot thanh vién cta t6 chirc bong chay chuyén nghiép, hay bai
“Network™ gi¢i thiéu veé tri€n vong clia mang Internet xem ra la cdc bai viét
Ve chi d@é ty do. Khong biét bai “K€& vé ngwoi ban clia em” thudc loai nao
nhi? Mayo doc thtt, y nhu rdng bai d6 viét vé Kugimiya Katsuki. C6 khong
khéi xic dong khi doc dén cau “Em that hanh phic vi da gap dwoc mot
ngwoi ban ding nghia.”

Mot Tan ntra, Mayo phai cong nhan Tsukumi Naoya vié€t van rat hay.
Nhiéu hoc sinh trong d6 ¢6 Mayo chi cham chdam vao viéc 1ap kin céc 6



vudng trong t& gidy tdp 1am vin, coi ndi dung 1a thit y&u, ching may may
nghi d&n chuyén lam sao d€ cuén hit ngwoi doc. Nhwng cac bai van cua
Tsukumi déu c6 1ap treong ro rang, Mayo ¢6 th€ cadm nhan dwoc diéu ma
cdu &y mudn truyén tai t&i nguoi doc. Khong nhing thé’, cdu &y con viét
ra't ham suc chi khong hé rwom ra.

Ngim ra thi 4n nao Mayo d&n thdm ciing thd'y Tsukumi d€ séich trong
phong bénh. C6 con nh¢ Tsukumi tirng néi minh rat thich doc sach. Cé
diéu hai dira khong dé cép gi dén chuyén Tsukumi thich doc th€ loai sach
nao, cudn sach yéu thich nhat cta cau ay la cudn gi. Mayo mét [an nira
nhan ra ldc & trong phong bénh, ¢6 chi toan néi v€ ban than minh. P2 th&
phién 1on lai 1a than thé chir khong phai k€ vé ma’y chuyén vui vé & treong.
Van 1a nhitng b4t binh, bAt man muodn thud, c6 cdm thd’y gd bé khi bd' 1a
gido vién day & treong minh. Khoéng hi€u sao Tsukumi lai ¢6 th€ bau ban
voi ¢O.

Mayo céin than nghién ngdm ting bai vin, c6 ma't gan hai ti€ng d€ doc
hét muoi hai bai. Mit c6 da mdi, vai cling é 4m. C6 bén diang ddy. Co
mudn ngdm minh trong sudi nwd'c néng d€ thay doi tAm trang. Thi tran nay
¢ ca sudi nwdc nong. DAy nhé, chaamg phai ngoai Mé cung do ra thi noi
nay ciing cé vo khdi dieém hit khach hay sao?

Mayo vira thue thd ngdm minh trong sudi nwde néng, vira ngdm lai nhing
st kién trong mot tudn qua. Mot chudi sy kién bat ngo lién ti€p xdy ra
khién co6 khong khdi chat vat khi sdp x&p lai suy nghi trong dau. C6 cam
twdng cdi ngay c6 cing Kenta dén trung tdm td chirc tiéc cudi da lui xa vao
qua khir. Hom d6 1a Chd nhit, nghia 1a d&n mai m&i dwgrc tron mot tuan.

Dot nhién Mayo ty hoéi khong bi€t bay gior 1a ma’y gio. B ¢d bi sat hai
vao thir By tuan triedre. Takeshi n6i thoi gian hung thu ra tay 1a vao khoang
11 gior dém. Chzatng phai cling ding tAm gio’ nay hay sao?

Gio nay tuén trede, khong bi€t bd c6 dang suy nghi vé diéu gi nhi? C6
1€ ding nhw Takeshi néi, 6ng da tran tré nghi cach d&€ Momoko va Ikenaga
Ryosuke dwgre hanh phic. C6 ndim mo 6ng ciing khong dam nghi chi mot
1at ntra thoi minh s€ bi ké nao do gié€t chét...

Mayo chot nhan ra thir gi d6 dang ldn dai trén ma. C6 khong biét day la
nwdc mit hay md hoi, hay giot gi d6 tir trén tran nha roi xudng.



Sau khi trd v€ phong, Mayo ng6i doc lai cac bai van ctia Tsukumi thém
mot Tan nira. Takeshi da ddn c¢6 n€u gdp bai nao an tweng thi bao chi aYy,
song do that 1a mot yéu cau kho thyc hi€n. Bai nao cling vi€t ra't tot va day
an trong. N6i mot cach don gidn thi s€ 1a ta't ca cac bai.

Mayo bén 6m nhirng bai vin d6 ra khoi phong, trong khi ddu 6c van con
101 ren. B&n phong cta Takeshi, ¢6 thd’y ctra khong khéa. Phai chang nhan
vién cua It quan da vao trai ném roi cir thé” di ra ma khéng khoéa cira?

Bén trong phong t&i om. Liic bat cong tic trén twong, Mayo suyt chiit
ntra thi hét 1€n. Vi Takeshi dang ng'6i khoanh chan & chinh gitra phong.

“Giat cd minh. Chud da vé roéi a?”

“Chu vira vé xong,” Takeshi dap, mét vin dang nhim tit.

“Chd vao phong bang cich nao thé? Chdu di khéa ctra roi co' ma.”

“Ba cdi chuyén do, kieu gi chéng cé cach.”

Xem ra Takeshi con ¢6 ky nang ctia mot thgr khda. R6t cudc 6ng chi nay
thudc the€ loai nguoi gi vay?

“K€ ca thé& thi chd cling phai bat dén 1én ch?”

“Liic suy nghi thi khong can 4nh sing,” Takeshi mé& mét ra, quay mit vé
phia Mayo. “Chédu doc m&’y bai van d6 chwa?”

“Chéu doc roi. CAu Ay viét hay 14m, chdu phdi phuc sit dit,” Mayo bén
ngoi xudng.

“Chi phuc thoi ha? Khong ¢6 bai nao khié€n chau kinh ngac sao?”

“Kinh ngac... thi chic khong c6 bai nio.”

“Vay a? Chu ciling mudn doc thir, chau d€ ¢ kia cho chi.”

Mayo lién dat xap gid'y 1én ban. “Chi€c mdy tinh d6 sao roi chd?”

“Chu da khoi phuc d liéu va dang d€ & mot chd khac.”

“Chu khoi phuc duoc roi a. N6 dang & dau vay?”

“Chu khong th€ néi dwore.”

“Sao lai thé”?” Mayo dau moi.

Takeshi kh& nhiu may. “Vi chu doén la chau s€ muon xem.”

“Ch4au mudn xem ma. Sao chu lai khong cho chdu xem?”

“Trwde sau gi chi cling cho chau xem. Gio’ van con qud sé'm.”

“G1 vay? Chu lai quan trong héa van dé day a?”



“Pa’y la vi ¢6 rat nhiéu chuyén chud phai tinh d&€n. Khoan néi chuyén do,
chau da goi cho Kakitani chwa?”

“R6ia.”

“Két qua thé’ nao?”

“Tuy c6 phan mién cwdng nhung chdu nghi anh ta da cung cip thong tin
khé day du.”

Mayo k€' lai nguyén van nhirng gi nghe dwore te Kakitani.

“Chéu ngac nhién & chd Kokorika va Kugimiya da & cting nhau. Lai con
la t&i thir Bay ntra chr. Ho da dén mot noi cach thi trdn nay khoang ba
muoi phit chay 0 td va ndn lai d6 do hai ti€ng. Khong biét chd d6 cé phai
la khach san khong nhi? Khéo con 1a khach san tinh yéu &y chi.”

“Nghi theo hwdng d6 c6 vé hop 1y.”

“Ba’'t ngo’ that chd nhi? Qua nhién hai ngwoi d6 1a mot cap. Nobita cling
kha ra phé€t. Hay da’y la chiéu tro doi tinh 18y tién cia Kokorika, ké gia
mao Shizuka nhi?”

Takeshi khong }\uia theo cau chuyén cia Mayo ma lai héi: “Kakitani
khong néi gi d&n bang chirng ngoai pham ciia Makihara sao?”

“Anh ta khong néi. Thé nén chéau nghi la ho chwa xac nhan dwoc.”

“Makihara c6 vor chwra?”

“Chuwra, chic chén ciu ta vAn con doc than. Chau nh& da ting nghe
Momoko néi vay. Chuyén d6 thi sao ha cha?”

Song, Takeshi khong dap ma lai nhim mét, khoanh tay. R6i cit the’ ng'di
yén, khong dong day.

“Cht,” Mayo goi. Mot 14t sau, cudi cling Takeshi cling mé mét ra. Pa
th&’, chi &y con nhoén miéng, bat ra mot diéu cwoi ghé ron.

“Ra vy, ra vay. Thi ra la nhw vady. Vay la tat ca moi chuyén déu xau
chudi v&i nhau.”

“Chuyén gi co’? Nghe ghé qua. Chu bi€t dwgrc gi roi a? Noi cho chau di.”

“Khong can chau bao chu ciing s€ ndi. Tuy nhién...” Takeshi go hai canh
tay xudng, xoe rong ban tay ra. “Cho dén gio dién, chau hay doi thém mot
chit nwra di.”



Giwa trira ngay Chu nhat. ..

Lic d&n dia di€m dwoc chi dan trén ban d6, Mayo thd'y & d6 ¢6 mdt nha
hang khi€n cd chuc thd't [én: “Tw khi nao thi trdn nay c6 mdt quan an sang
trong d&n th& nhi?” D6 12 mot tdoa nha dwge x4y trén nhitng thanh gb ghép
lai v&i nhau mot cach don gian, khi€n ngwoi ta ¢6 cam giac nhw dang &
nwde ngoai. Ping nhie Momoko néi, nha hang nay cé ca khéng gian ma.
Bén ngoai hién thi dong chtr Pa ddt triwoc.

Vwa bwdc vao quan, Mayo thdy mot chi€c ban dai ngay bén canh,
Momoko dang dirng ti€p don.

“Cau lai 1am nhiém vu ti€p d6n nira 2? Hét 1€ canh linh ciru, 1€ dwa tang
r'oi lai d&€n hop 1&p. VAt va cho ciu qua.”

“That d&’y. Khong biét c6 chd nao thué t& 1am 1€ tin khong ta,” Momoko
bong dua, song khong bi€t cé phai vi chuyén hom qua khong ma nom cd &y
c6 vé hoi ngeong ngung. Li€u ¢6 phai sau d6 Momoko va Ikenaga Ryosuke
da n6i chuyén véi nhau qua man hinh khéng nhi?

Sau khi sat khudh tay xong, Mayo nhin 18y so' @6 chd ngdi. Qua nhién
khong phai tiéc dirng ma moi ngwoi s€ ng6i vao ban. Bén trong nha hang
rat rong, gh€ dwoc bo tri cach nhau mot khoang thénh thang. Ngoai ra,
gitta ban con dit mot tAim chin lam bing nhya trong sudt ngin cich véi
gh& @61 dién. Chic 1a @& ngin giot ban.

Mayo dang tim chd ngdi thi nghe cdc ban goi tén minh. Xem ra moi
ngroi déu bi€t chuyén bd ¢6 vira mat, ho chia budn véi cd. Khong hé cé
st sdo rong trong nhing loi dong vién: “T¢ cAu mong vu 4n s& so'm dworc
pha gidi”, “Cau nho gitr gin sirc khde ddy”. Ngay ca cau “Néu t& ¢6 th€
gitp duge gi cho cu thi cr goi cho t& nhé,” ma mot ngwei ban néi khi dwa
danh thi€p cho ¢6 cling khong chi don thuan 1a 1o néi chét lwai dau moi.

Mot nguoi ban ¢6 tén Suzuki d&€n chao héi Mayo. C6 vé nhw cu ta da
dwore giao nhiém vu chu tri budi hop 1op hom nay.



“Bon minh s& dwoc phat sam-panh, nhwng vi chuyén cta thdy Kamio nén
t& nghi niang cdc thi khong hay 1&m. Vi th¢ ching minh s& mic niém
khoang muwoi gidy thoi roi udng, cu thd'y thé nao?”

“T¢ thdy On. Tuy cdc ciu da’y. Nhwng sau d6 thi cdac ciu cir ti€n hanh
nhw binh thwong, khong phai gitr y qua dau.”

“T¢ hi€u roi. Cam on ciu,” Suzuki roi di v&i vé méat nhe nhom.

Nghe nhirng cau néi &m 4p cua cac ban, Mayo chot nghi h'di cap hai co6
da ghét cay ghét ding chuyén c6 bd 1a thay gido, song d4ng ra cd nén cam
thay tw hao hon ntra vé ngwoi bd” dwgrc nhiéu hoc sinh yéu quy mdi phai.

Mayo ciing nhdc thd’y diy dé bong dédng ddm ban da dén dy 1€ canh linh
ctru va 1& dwa tang bd c6. Nhin thd'y Haraguchi trong bd com-1€, Mayo beén
chii dong lai g4n, bit chuyén.

“C6 chuyén nay t& mudn nho ciu, liéu ciu c6 th€ gitp t& khong?”

“Puoc chir. TG phai lam gi?”

“T¢ mudn ddp 1& nhitng ban di dén thip nhang cho bd t&. Sau khi &n
udng & day xong, ca 1op sé vé tham trwong ding khéng?”

“Hinh nhw th&". Thay bdo moi ngwei muén xem ngdi treong trong h'oi
trc gior thé nao va chup anh ky niém ntra.”

“Sau da’y, t& mudn cac ciu dirng vé voi ma nan lai mot chiit théi. Cau &
lai dwocc che?”

“T¢ thi khong thanh van dé, nhwng dép 1€ gi cht, t& nghi ciu khong
phai cau né nhw th&” dau. Moi nguoi, trong d6 c6 té cling dau bd vao phong
bi nhi€u nhan gi cho cam, dung khong nao?”

“Khong phai to' ma la chd t& mudn cam on cac ciu.”

“Chui cdu 12 cdi ngwdi hay ho da’y a? O, that vay w?” Nét mit Haraguchi
thodng hién Ién vé hi€u ky.

“Chuyén la nhw vay, cdu & lai nhé?”

“T& hiéu roi. TS cling s& nhin tredc véi cac ban khic.”

“Puoc vay thi may qua.”

“U’, chuyén nhé &y ma.”

Nhin theo bong lwng Haraguchi dang di xa dan, Mayo chot thé phao nhe
nhom. Cau ta khdng td ra nghi ngo’ mét chiit nao.



Puwong nhién, viéc gitr cac ban nan lai treong 1a yéu cau ctia Takeshi. C6
diéu, sau day th& nao thi Mayo khong biét. R6t cudc chu &y dinh lam gi
nhi?

Chi 14t sau, t't cd moi ngwoi da ng'di vao chd cia minh. SO lwgng ciing
phai gan ba muoi ngwdi. Von di d6 1a mot ngdi treong nhd, modi khdi chi
6 hai 1o/p nén xem ra chirng nay da la kha déng da r'oi.

Nguoi cht tri budi 18 Suzuki xudt hién trong chi€c khau trang. Cau ta
c¢am micro trén tay phai nhwng lai gior tay trdi 1én tredc. Ban tay ay dang
cam mot tA'm pano lon trén d6 c6 ghi dong chiv Vui long khéng ndi to. C6
vé nhu day la bién phap d€ phong dich Corona. Nhirng ti€ng cwoi chi rd 1én
mot chut.

Suzuki ben ha tim pano xudng roi dwa micro 1én gan miéng. Cau ta noi
“Xin chao cdc ban,” bing modt giong khiém ton. “Chio,” mot vai ngudi khé
khang dap lai.

“Ping r'oi, ding roi. Pang gitra thoi cudc nay, cdc cdu vui long vin
volume tAm d6 thdi. Chic ciing c6 nhiéu ban 1au r6i m&i gip lai nhau, ciing
mudn tro chuyén rdm ra, nhwng hom nay mong cac cau ki€ém ché’ giup to,”
qua nhién Suzuki an néi ra't khéo, xirng dang 1a ngwoi ddm nhén vai tro chua
tri.

D6 udng dwoc mang tdi teng ban. Tredc mat Mayo 1la mot chai sam-
panh c& nhd va mot ly thiy tinh. Chi€c ly da dwoc boc lai. Xem ra d€ tranh
1ay lan bénh thi moi ngwoi s€ phai ty rét riegru cho minh.

Suzuki gidi thich v&i ca 1op chuyén bd qua man nang cdc ma ciu ta da
ban v&i Mayo khi nay. Chaalng c6 1y gi moi ngwoi lai phan d61, sau khi mac
niém, ta't ca déu lang 1€ dwa ¢6 u6ng 1€n miéng.

Thitc #n ciing dwore bung ra. Suzuki lai bat dau gidi thich. Tiép theo sé
cé ba cyu gido vién, von l1a nhirng vi 4n sw twr thoi moi ngwoi con theo hoc
& treong s€ 1én phat bi€u, tuy nhién moi nguoi c6 th€ vira an vira nghe
cling dwore. Ly do 1a vi n€u moi ngwoi an xong som thi s€ ¢ th€ deo khau
trang va sau do thodi mai tan giu. Cdc thiy ciing da dong y v&i viéc nay.

Phai d&n khi nghe cic thay phat bi€u, Mayo m&i tha'm thia, that may vi
ho da lam theo cach nay. B&i phian phat bieu ciia may thay gido gia bai nao
bai nAy déu dai 1é thé, néu chi ng'di nghe khong thdi chic co sé thay chan
om va khG s& 14m. Chua k&, phan 1én ndi dung bai phat bicu 1a k€ lai



nhirng ky niém cta ban than cic thay, bdo cdo tinh hinh hién tai dan xen
voi nhirng ciu chuyén khoe khoang, trong khi chii @€ lién quan dén khéa
42 ctia 16p Mayo thi lai v cting nghéo nan. Mic du vay, ca ba déu nhéc
dén thanh cong cua Kugimiya Katsuki. Ho néi nhirng cau dai y 1a cam thay
tw hao khi trong s& nhirng hoc sinh da ra treong lai ¢6 ngwoi gat hai dwoc
thanh tich 16n d&n vay. Tuy nhién c6 vé nhw ci ba déu khong trong tan 14m
chuyén Kugimiya da v&€ mot tdc pham nhw thé€ nao.

Vi day cling 1a mot btra trira nhe nhang nén khi bai phat bi€u cda cd ba
cyu gido vién két thic, rd't nhi€éu nguwoi ciing da an xong. Puing nhw dw
dinh, sau d6 moi ngudi deo khau trang vao va bat dau tdm chuyén.

Mayo tranh néi chuyén v&i ddm ban da dén dy 1€ canh linh cttu va 1€ dwa
tang clia bd cd, thay vio dé cd trd chuyén véi nhitng ban da l1au 1dm roi
moi gédp lai. Trong s& d6 cling ¢6 nhirng ngwoi phai néi 1a hoi v6 duyén khi
héi han vé vu an, song Mayo ciling da lang tranh ra't khéo.

Cudi cling, Suzuki thdng bio sip sira hét gio stt dung nha hang.

“T¢& nghi cdc cAu van con rdt nhiéu chuyén mudn ndéi. Ti€p theo ching
minh s€ quay v€ ngbi treong xwa. Té da xin phép treong d€ bon minh
dwoe vao trong va ciing da thué xe bus phuc vu viéc di chuyén cda 1op
minh. Sao chiing minh khdng vira ngim nghia ngdi treong than thwong vira
rom ra on lai chuyén cii nhi?”

Suzuki vui vé hd hao, song phan &ng ctia nhirng ngwoi tham gia lai ¢6
phéan hoi hot. Di tang hai & treong ca’p hai thi lam sao ma tro chuyén rom
ra dwoc. Nhung vi di c6 sin xe bus r'oi nén moi nguwoi déu 1én xe.

Vé dén truong, ca 16p di mot vong quanh nhitng dja di€m than thuoc, bt
dau t nha thé chat, roi d&n phong gido vién, phong dm nhac, phong y t&.
Dan dwong 13 hai c6 bé hién dang hoc 16p 8. Xem ra ching da dworc ai d6
nho dén trrong d€ phuc vu cho budi hom nay, k€ cling toi vi ding vao ngay
Chu nhat. DU vay, hai dita khong hé td ra kho chiu ma van ra't nhiét tinh
thuyét trinh vé co’ s& vat chat, trang thi€t bi hién tai ctia nha treong.

biéu khi€n Mayo kinh ngac khi bwdc chan vao mét 16p hoc chinh 1a bén
canh buc gidng c6 dit mot man hinh 1n. Theo 101 ¢ bé hwdng din vién thi
né c6 th€ quay cin canh man hinh may tinh ma gido vién dang thao tac.
M6ét noi qué muia nhw thé” nay ma viéc ing dung cdng nghé thong tin trong
gido duc ciling da phat tri€n d€n mot mirc d6 nha't dinh r'oi.



Trong luc Mayo di trén hanh lang thi nghe Kokonoe Ririka goi: “Kamio
nay.” Nhw thwong 1€, Kugimiya dang dirng ngay canh co ta.

“T6i nghe tor Haraguchi 1a cdu mu6n moi ngwoi nan lai treong sau khi
tham thd xong, ciu cé thé néi rd hon dwgc khong?” Cau tw nghe thi lich sy
nhung giong ndi lai ra't gai goc.

“Chu t6i bdo mudn cdm on moi ngwoi vi da dén du 1€ canh linh ciru va
1 dwra tang bd toi. Thyc ra toi ciing khong biét chi 4y dinh lam gi.”

Kokonoe Ririka khé chau may.

“Thi thye t6i va Katsuki khong mudn & lai cho 1dm. C4u xem, ra't ¢ the
bon Kashiwagi s€ lai bam rit 13y ching t6i, ding khong? Lic & nha hang
cling th&’, tdi bi€t bon ho dang ¢4 tim moi cach de ti€p can ching t6i. Chi vi
Katsuki n6i mudn cé mit trong 1€ twdng nhd Tsukumi nén tdi mdi quyét
dinh tham gia, nhung cudi cing 1€ twdng niém lai bi tam hodn, thim chi t6i
con dang nghi bi€t thé’ chéng dén cho roi.”

“Lam ngudi quan ly cho Kugimiya 1&m chuyén mét dau that da’y nhi,”
Cau néi ctia Mayo nghe cé phan mia mai méc du cd khong dinh nhw vay.

Y nhu ring, Kokonoe Ririka 1ién reén ca hai bén chan may 1én.

“T6i danh giad rad't cao Mé cung nhitng bo ndo do, b&i vay toi chi khong
mudn né bi st dung vao nhitng thwong vu ré tién. Toi dang c6 ging tim
ki€m mot dy 4n xirng tAm voi tac pham.”

“T6i hi€u. Nhung chi t6i bdo bing moi gid phai... S& khong ma't nhiéu
thoi gian nhw thé” dau, vi vay cdc ciu nan lai mét chit di ma,” Mayo chﬁp
hai tay tredc mit.

Kokonoe Ririka bén ¢& tinh thé dai thwon thwot, giuc Kugimiya “Minh
di théi,” r'oi cir thé ca't budrc.

Ca 1op chup anh ky niém trong mot phong hoc ¢ bac thang, vay la két
thic budi hop 16p. Suzuki nhic moi ngwdi ra khdi tredng truede 5 gior chiéu
vi treong s€ dong cong vao gior d6. Bay gior dang 1a 4 gio hon.

Mayo ben goi dién cho Takeshi.

“Vwra xong r'éi chi a.”

“T6t. Vay chdu tip trung cac ban & phong hoc 1op 9A ngay bay gio di.”

“Chau biét r'6i.”



Mayo bén néi lai nhw vdy véi Kashiwagi, Makihara, Kugimiya va
Kokonoe, nhirng ngwoi con dang nan lai voi bd médt nom c¢é vé hoi h6
nghi.

“Nay Kamio, rt cudc chi cau dinh 1am gi th€”?”” Kashiwagi hoi.

“Té khong rd. Pén d6 khic biét thoi.”

Phong hoc 16p 9A nim trén tAng ba clia khu gidng dwong. Ca bon ndi
dudi nhau leo 1€n béc cau thang.

Vao dé€n phong hoc, Mayo thdy t61, ben bat den 1én. Khong c¢6 gi dac
biét khac thwong.

Mbi nguwdi ngdi vao mot chd tlly ¥ cach xa nhau. Riéng Kashiwagi dit
mong 1€n chié€c ban & hang dau. Mayo dirng bén canh buc giang, cho dén
khi Takeshi xua't dau 16 dién.

“Lau th&. C4u dijnh bét bon nay cho d&n bao gic?” Kashiwagi vira nhin
ddng h'6 deo tay vira sdt rudt noi.

Ngay sau d6. Ho nghe thdy ti€ng chudng phat ra tw chiéc loa & phia trén
tA'm bang. Kinh coong, kinh coong, giai diéu than thudc vang 1€n.

“Gi vay, gi vay,” ngay sau khi ai d6 thd't 1€n, canh ctra phia trede 1ién
mé toang. Tt cd déu hwéng d4nh mét vé phia d6. Trong tha'y nhan vat vira
buwdc vao phong hoc, Mayo suyt chit ntra thi hét todng 1én. Ma khong, trén
thye t€ cling da c6 vai nguoi kéu 1én kinh ngac. Ngwoi xudt hién chinh la
ong Kamio Eiichi, tirc 1a bd" ctia Mayo.



Di nhién d6 khong phai 6ng Eiichi that. Ma 1a Takeshi cai trang

Song, dang dirng cta nguoi dan 6ng c6 mai téc hoa rim dang kep thi gi
d6 trong nhw cidp dwng tai liéu dwdi nach, tim lwng hoi gu, chiéc ¢6 hoi
léch veé bén tréi, dich thi déu thudc ve ong Eiichi. H61 6ng Eiichi con trong
ngh€, Mayo da thd’y 6ng mac bd com-1€ hoa ti€t ké xwong ca mau olive do6
khong bi€t bao nhi€u Ian roi.

Ngwoi dan 6ng &y dang ti€n vé phia buc gidng. Ca déng di 14n nhip chan
buwdc déu y chang 6ng Eiichi. Nguwoi d6 deo cip kinh gong tron da 1am nén
thwwong hi€u nhan dién cua ong Eiichi, da thé” con deo khau trang nén trong
nhw Ong Eiichi that.

Dul ¢6 1a anh em rudt thit thi thé nay van qué gidng. Hon nita, hai ngwoi
von di c6 gwong mdt va ngoai hinh khac hin nhau. Takeshi phai cao hon
Eiichi gdn mwoi centimet. Song, Mayo hoan toan khong thay ¢6 chit gi
khap khiéng, xem ra Takeshi dang dung thii thuat danh Itra thi gidc.

“Cai ngwoi nay, lam gidt cd minh,” ngwoi 1én ti€ng ddu tién la
Kashiwagi. “Cr twdng 1a thiy that chi... nhi?”

Thay cu ta tim ki€m sy dong tinh, hau hét moi ngwoi déu gat dau.

Takeshi trong vai 6ng Eiichi 1ién ding lai, vira so’ tay 1én kinh, vira nhin
ve phia Kashiwagi.

“Em khong nghe thd’y chudng sao, Kashiwagi? Chd em dang dit mong
1én ngwoi ta goi la cdi ban. D6 1a noi ding d€ doc sach hodc chép bai chir
khong phai d&€ ngdi. Con chd ding d€ ngdi nim & dang sau, nhd hon,
ngwoi ta dat tén 1a cdi gh€. N&u em chwa biét diéu d6 thi hay ghi nhé 187y.”

“Ha ha ha,” Kashiwagi 1ién bat cwoi, vO tay, doan ding diy. “Chét that.
Ngay ca giong ndi ciing y nhw dic,” ciu ta vira néi vira ng'oi xudng ghé’.

Tié€p theo, Takeshi quay sang nhin Mayo. “Kamio Mayo. Em dinh ding
10p gidp thay day a? Néu vay thi d€ thay ng'di vao chd.”



“A... em xin 10i,” Mayo lién xu6ng khoi buc gidng, ng'di vao chiéc gh&
canh ctra s0. Kamio Mayo... Ding 1a h'6i cAp hai, ong Eiichi van goi ¢
bing tén diy dd nhw vay. C6 vé nhu 6ng nghi ring, néu chi goi bang ho
Kamio khong thoi thi tring v&i ho ctia minh, nhw thé thi hoi budn cwoi,
nhuwng ma goi t€én Mayo khong thdi thi k&€ ciing ky quac.

Takeshi bét dau di ti&p 1én buc gidng. Sau khi nhin khip lwot moi nguoi,
chi &y bén m& thr gi d6 gidng nhw tip tai liéu. Nhin ky thi hda ra day la
bang di€m danh.

“Nao, thdy bit dau di€m danh nhé,” Takeshi néi bang giong nghiém
nghi. “Kashiwagi Koudai.”

“O, gi vay, thé nay la thé' nao?” Kashiwagi bén né& nu cwoi nhat nhéo voi
vé bdi roi.

“Kashiwagi Koudai. Khong c6 & ddy a? Kashiwagi ving miit sao?”

“Khong, khong, em day. Vang, vang, c6 em a.” Kashiwagi lién gio’ tay
1én nhw th€' td ¥ mac du cdu ta khong biét ngwoi dan 6ng nay dang dinh lam
gi, nhwng ctr gop vui cdi da.

“Kamio Mayo.”

“C6 a,” Mayo gio tay. “Kugimiya Katsuki.”

“C6,” Kugimiya dédp. Sau d6, Kokonoe Ririka, Sugishita Kaito,
Numakawa Shinsuke, Haraguchi Kouhei, Honma Momoko, Makihara
Satoru Tan lwot dwoe goi tén, goi dé€n ngwoi nao ngwoi ndy dap. Xem ra
viéc Takeshi goi Momoko bﬁng ho cti 14 vi mudn tai hién lai thoi hoc sinh.

“Puwore roi,” Takeshi ndi roi dong bang di€m danh lai. “Xem ra ta't ca
déu c6 mit. The 12 khong gi bang r'oi.”

“Thay Kamio,” Kashiwagi 1ién gio’ tay. “R&t cudc thay sip lam gi vay?”

Takeshi lai mot Tan nita nhin khip lwot moi ngudi roi méi dwa mét tré
lai chd Kashiwagi.

“Sau 15 ndm, bon em cling quén ma't thdy minh ddm nhén bo mon gi r'oi
nhi? Thay hoi 18y lam ti€c vé chuyén nay.”

“O, thay dinh day Ngwr vin &y a? Bay gio 4?”

“Chinh xac,” Takeshi ndi, sau d6 nhin quanh phong hoc.

“Thay cling dwgc moi d&n dy budi hop 1op hom nay. Nhwng khéng may
gap phai mot tai nan ba't ngo khi€n thay budc phai roii khoi thé” gidi nay.



Mic du vay, thady vin mudn gdp mit cdc em theo mot cach nao d6, theé’ nén
thay quyét dinh thwc hién mot ti€t hoc tam thoi nhw thé nay. Du chi ¢6 mot
khodng thoi gian ngén ngli nhung thay trd minh hdy cling d6ng hanh v&i
nhau nhé.”

“Vang a,” ¢c6 mot ngwoi gio tay. PO chinh 1a Haraguchi. “Thay dinh day
cai gi a? Bon em c6 mang theo sach dau.”

“Em khong phai lo 1&ng. Khdng can sich vé gi hét. Chii @& ctia budi hoc
hOom nay la vi€t thu.”

Moi nguoi thodang to vé bdi rdi, tranh nhau 1am bam diéu gi d6. Ngay ca
Mayo ciing chuwra theo kip dworc dién bién ba't ngo nay.

“Trat ty,” Takeshi gid giong 6ng Eiichi d& nhic nhé.

“Tai sao lai 1a viét thu? C6 ciu nay thdy mudn néi v&i cac em tredre khi
gidi thich diéu d6. Thay nghe néi hdm nay cdc em dinh t& chitc 1& twdng
nh& cho Tsukumi Naoya nhwng lai hoan. Tuy nhién, thdy nghi chaalng ma’y
khi c6 dip tu hop nhu th& nay, thdy mudn c6 mot 1€ twdng nhd gian dj chi
may thay trd minh v&i nhau thoi. Xem nao, Kugimiya dang ng'6i dau nhi?
O, em ng6i chd d6 ha? Pirng 1én mot 14t cho thiy.”

Bi Takeshi chi dich danh, Kugimiya b&’y gio’ dang ng'6i gan gitra 1'p bén
dung day.

“Hinh nhw hom qua me ctia Tsukumi da lién lac v&i Kamio Mayo. Nghe
néi trong liic sip x&p lai cdc d6 vat ma Tsukumi d€ lai, cd Ay da nhin tha’y
mot phong thw cii. Bén trong ¢6 dung thir gi d6 c¢6 vé 1a mot bire thw kha
day, ¢6 niém phong dang hoang, dia chi ngwoi nhan la Kugimiya va thay.
Co6 ay da hoéi y kien Kamio Mayo xem nén lam nhw th€ nao, ban &y bén
dap né&u vay thi c¢6 cir dwa cho Kugimiya di, khong bi€t em da nhan dwoc
lién lac gi ttr me ctia Tsukumi chwa nhi?”

Mayo khong khoi hoang mang. C6 hoan toan khong cé ky wtrc gi vé
chuyén nay. N&u chid &y dinh bia ra chuyén nay thi sao lai khong néi trwdc
cho Mayo biét chrr.

“Em c¢6 biét. Em da di nhin birc thu &y trwdc khi dé€n hop 16p.”

Nghe Kugimiya than nhién dap vdy, Mayo lai mot Tan ntra ngac nhién.
HOom qua c6 chwa nghe gi vé chuyén phong thw dé. Li€u c6 phai sau khi
gap Mayo, me Tsukumi m¢i tim ra khong nhi? Nhwng sao chi Takeshi lai
bi€t chuyén d6?



“Thay hoi to mo vé ndi dung bén trong phong thw do, em c6 mang theo
né & day khong?”

“Vang, c6 a,” Kugimiya ben 18y phong bi thw ra khéi tui trong 4o khoéc.

“Tén nguwoi nhan la ca em va thay, nghia la thay cling dwoc doc bic thu
d6 phai khong nhi?”

“Pwong nhién roi a. Nhuwng d6 khong phai mot birc thuw.”

“Khong phai thw? Thé la cai gi?”

“Thay ct xem thi biét.”

Kugimiya Iién di 1én phia trwede, chia phong bi va phia Takeshi, néi:
“Moi thay.”

Takeshi bén rit ra thir dwore nhét bén trong phong bi. B6 1a mot to gidy
da dwoc gép lai. Lic mé ra, né to hon gidy vi€t thw nhi€u. Du dang ng6i
cach xa, Mayo van nhan ra d6 1a thir gi. Mot to gid'y viét van.

“H6 ho, mdt bai van w? Ti€u d€ 1a Ngwo'i ban ciia cdu. Ra vay, thé nén
Tsukumi m&i mudn dwa cdi ndy cho em nhi? ThiAy xin 16i nhung Kugimiya,
em c6 thé’ doc mot doan 1€n gitp thay dworc khong?”

“(y dy, ngay by gio sao a?”

“Pung vdy. Em khong can ngai dau. Ngwoi viét ra né la Tsukumi chi
khong phadi em ma. C6 th€ & the gidi bén kia Tsukumi dang méc c&, nhung
cr € em &y ¢6 chiu di vay. Nao, em doc cho moi ngwoi nghe di.” Takeshi
dwa to’ gid’y tp lam van cho Kugimiya.

Kugimiya bén quay vé phia moi ngudi, khé hing giong truede khi bt dau
doc.

“Ngwo'i ban ciia em. Tsukumi Naoya, lop 8B.

“Néu hoi em co bao nhiéu ngwoi ban thi cdu trd loi sé la rdt nhiéu. Tw
hoi em con hoc cdp mot da co vo soé” ban be vdy quanh em. Nhitng nguoi
ban vui vé, nhitng ngwoi ban thii vi, nhitng ngwoi ban ddng tin cdy, nhiéu
khong dém xué'’. Ai ciing co diém tot. Vi vdy, khi ban co chuyén vui em ludn
muon cung ban chia sé, khi ban gdap kho khdn, em muodn lam gi do dé’ giip
do ban. Em nght do chinh la tinh ban. Thé nén néu dwoc hdi ai la ngwoi
ban than thiét nhdt ciia em thi em sé khong biét phdi trd loi thé’ nao. Boi em
khong mudn ddnh so thie tw cho ban be...



“Xin 16i nhung ma...” Kugimiya ngodi lai nhin Takeshi. “Em van phai
doc ti€p nwra sao?”

“Nho’ em doc thém mot doan ntra thoi.”

Kugimiya bén thé dai roi lai quay ra ding truede, bit dau doc tiep.

“Nhwng sau khi lén cdp hai, gdp dwoc Kugimiya Katsuki, em da thay doi
suy nghi @y. Ly do la vi em cdm thdy chinh Kugimiya moi la ngwo'i ban thdt
sw cua minh. Tw trwoc dén gio em dd choi voi rdt nhiéu ban, nhiwng em
chiwa tieng nghi minh mudn tro thanh ngwoi giong nhw ho. Boi em cho
rang moéi ngwoi la mot cd thé, khdc nhau la chuyén dwwong nhién. Nhweng
chi dén khi gap Kugimiya, ldn ddu tién trong doi em woc dworc tro thanh
mot ngwoi giong nhw vay. Y chi sdt dd mudn tré thanh mot hoa sT truyén
tranh, thdi dé khi né lwc vé tranh va trén tat cd la tai ning khdc thwong
cia cdu 4@y, em déu khong co. Em mong minh co thé’ ¢ bén canh Kugimiya
deé’tiép thu nhieng diéu do du chi mot chiit thoi.”

“Cam on em. Dung & da’y dwoc roi.”

Kugimiya bén quay sang nhin Takeshi v&i vé mét nhw vwa trit duoc
ganh nang. Takeshi nhin 18y bai vin tw tay Kugimiya, can than gép lai roi
bd vao phong bi. Sau dé, chi néi, “Em hay tran trong né nhé,” roi dwa tra
Kugimiya.

Kugimiya Iién ¢4t phong bi vao tii roi tré vé chd ngoi.

“Gio’ hoc Ngir vin dén day 1a két thiic,” Takeshi néi. “Ca 1€ twdng nhé
Tsukumi nwra.”

“Rat xdc dong, nhung ti€p theo thdy dinh lam gi?” Kashiwagi hdi.

“Hoc xong thi dwong nhién phai lam mdt viéc r'éi. P6 chinh 1a sinh hoat
16p.”

“Sinh hoat 1op?” Kashiwagi cao giong, td vé kinh ngac.

“Hodc cling ¢6 th€ goi la gior ki€m di€m. Trong sudt 15 nadm k€ tr ngay
roi gh& nha treong, chic chdn mdi ngwdi déu c6 nhitng viée nén ty minh
ki€m di€ém. Thay mu6n ching ta cing nhin lai nhirng chuyén d6,” Takeshi
xudng khoi buc gidng, ti€n gan dén chd Kashiwagi. “Chzamg ma’y khi c6
dip, bat dau tir em di. Em c¢6 phan d6i gi khong?”

“Khoéng van dé gi dau thdy. Y twdng khd thi vi. Nhung 1am thé nao bay
gio' nhi? Em phai ki€m di€m chuyén gi m&i dwgc? Trong dAu em van chua
ndy ra cdi gi cd,” Kashiwagi ng6i ché&ch chéo, vét chan tho ra ngoai 161 di.



“Truwong hop ciia em, chang phai ¢6 mot cAu chuyén ri't phit hop d& néi
hay sao. Chuyén vuc day thi tran &y. Tin d6n da lot dé€n ca tai thay. Xem ra
em dang ra't nd lyc vi thi trdn nay nhi?”

“Thi ddng r'6i con gi. Pay la noi em sinh ra va 1on 1én ma. Em mudn lam
gi d6 d€’thi tran minh trd nén s6i dong hon cling 1a 1€ dwong nhién thoi.”

“V€ suy nghi d6 cia em, thay chi con bié€t than phuc, nhung néu vay
chealng 1€ em khong c6 diéu gi d€ kiem dieém sao? Rat hi€m khi c¢6 chuyén
ta't cd moi viéc d€u thuan budm xudi gio. Biéu nay cang ding khi ching ta
chuyén tdm vao mot viéc 1on. Thay nghe néi cong ty xay dung Kashiwagi
la nha thau chinh ctia dg an Ngoi nha mé cung do. Thay khong tin 1a em
khong gap phai van d€ gi, nhw tinh todn sai, thi€u chuan bi, thi€u ven toan
trong viéc giai quy€t hau qua sau khi k& hoach 1am vao ngo cut...”

Kashiwagi lién nhan miii, m6i méo xéch.

“Thay ndi vady em nghe ma dau long qua. Em khong cé cau nao d€ dap
lai. Em khong dinh d& hét moi t6i 16i cho Corona. Em nghi néu ra quyét
dinh dinh chi sém hon thi da c6 th€ giam thi€u phén nao ganh nang cho cac
doanh nghi€p va ca nhan c6 lién quan.”

“Céch nhin nhan van d€ cia em ra't binh tinh va khach quan. Van d€ Ia
& chd sau ndy em dinh dung sy in nén, hdi 16i @6 nhw thé nao cho hiéu qua,
em da suy nghi v€ chuyén do6 chwa?”

“D1i nhién, em khong con cach nao khéac ngoai viéc phat huy kinh nghi€ém
ndy. Chic thay ciing biét, em dang 1én y twdng cho k& hoach ti¢p theo, thay
thé&” cho Ngdi nha mé cung do. L'an t&i em sé khong pham sai [am ntra dau.”

“Thé& nhung, du lam ba't k€ viéc gi thi dau tién cling can mot thir. VE
khoan nay, khong bi€t em dang tinh thé nao?”

Ngay cid Mayo ciing nhin ra, trong mot khoanh khic Kashiwagi chot
nghiém mit lai, cdu ta con lia mdt sang bén phai. Anh mét 4y cham t&i chd
ciia Makihara. “Né&u thay néi d€n chuyén von li€ng thi khong thanh van
dé,” Kashiwagi ngwde nhin Takeshi, mim cwei. “Em da suy nghi ra't nhiéu.
Em khong dinh khi€n thay lo lﬁng vE€ chuyén tién bac dau a.”

“U, duoc vy thi tot. A phai roi, néi chuyén tién bac véi em c6 vé trat
14t r'6i nhi?” Takeshi lién xoay ngwoi doi hweong, di chuyén dén tred'c mat
Makihara. “Chuyén tién bac thi phai néi v&i em. Du gi em ciling 1a chuyén
gia ma.”



Nét mit Makihara da tré nén ctng do. <Y thiay 1a gi a?”

“N6i sao hi€u vay thoi. Nhan vién ngan hang la chuyén gia trong viéc
gom tién tir ngwoi khac. Em s€ phai trinh bay v&i ho nhirtng cau chuyén
nghe day hap din, di thit chuyén trén d&i. It nhiéu ciing phai tw bién tu
dién va chic chén 13 phai khéo mdm khéo miéng.”

“Em... em thtra nhin cong viéc d6 cling ¢6 mot mat nhw vay,” Makihara
noi giong y&u ot.

“Van dé nam & chd sau khi gom dwoce tién. Phdi ching diu d6 trong
1ong em s& c6 suy nghi rang, tdi cheamg quan tam sO tién do s€ theé nao. Tién
guri vao ngan hang c¢6 bi€n ma't cling chgng lam sao.”

Makihara nhin 1&n Takeshi v&i dnh mét sor sét. “Em khong hicu thay
dang no6i chuyén gi.”

“That vay w? Gan ddy, trong sd cdc khach hang ctia em, liéu c¢6 nguoi
nao bi mat tai san theo cdi cich ma ho khong h€é mong muén khong?”

“Chuyén d6, c6 phéi thdy dang néi d&€n nhirng nguoi dau tw cho Ngdi
nha mé cung do khong a?”

Nghe ciu d6, Mayo chi chyc vO dlii ma cadm thén: “Ra vay.” Makihara da
dinh dang dén viéc huy dong von t h'6i cé dy an Ngoi nha mé cung do.

“Khong bi€t em da giai thich nhw thé nao v&i cac nha dau tw? Em cé giai
thich v&i ho vé nguy co bi ma't mét khoan tién Ién hay chwa? Hay em da
ndi theo ki€u dy an nay hoan toan khong cé rdi ro nao?”

“Em khong th€ phot 1o cdu nay dwore,” nguoi ndi cau dé la Kashiwagi
chr khong phai Makihara. “Bon em da giai thich trwed'c vé nhirng rui ro.
Liic ndy em c6 néi v&i thay 1a em khong dinh d6 hét moi tdi 16i cho Corona
nhwng nguyén nhin khi€n dw an Ngdi nha mé cung do @kt ganh gitra
dwong ding 12 do Corona. Chuyén d6 chic thay ciing biét phai khong? Tat
ca cac nha dau tw déu hi€u. Khong cé ai phan nan gi hét.”

“Céc nha dau tw déu hi€u? Khong bi€t ho hi€u nhw th€ nao khi khoan
ttén minh bd ra mot di khdng tré 1ai nhi?”

Kashiwagi té ra hoi ngan ngam, gai gai sau gay.

“Em khong ro thdy c6 bi€t hay khong nhuwng cong trinh xay dung Ngdi
nha mé cung do da di dwgrc mot chang dwong. Chi phi bod ra cho dén khi 8y
roi chi phi thao do khi ¢6 quyét dinh dinh chi dy 4n d€u do toan b6 cac nha
dau tw ganh chiu chir con biét lam sao nira a? Bon em ¢6 tham gia bao hi€m



day nhung chuyén dinh chi dy an do dich bénh khong thudc d6i twong ap
dung nén khong dwgc chi trd mdt xu nao. Em ndi cho thay biét, cong ty cua
em cling da dau tw vao d6. Bon em cling chju ton tha't ndng né gidng nhw
ho thoi.”

“Em da giai thich nhw vy v&i cdc nha dau tw?”

“Ping vay. Em da mé mdt budi hop d€ giai trinh.”

“Liéu cac nha dau tu c6 gép mat dong da trong budi giai trinh d6 khong
nhi?”

“Trén thyc t&, v&i nhirng ngeoi khong tham dy dwoc, em da d€ ho gui
gidy uy quyén. Tinh hinh dang nhw th&” nay nén ciing c6 mot s& nguoi
tham gia tryc tuyén.”

“Con nhirng ngwoi da qua doi truede thoi di€m do thi sao?”

Trudc cau hdi cta Takeshi, 4nh mit Kashiwagi dot nhién tré nén sic
lem. C4u ta liéc nhin Makihara réi li€m mai. “Y thay 12 6ng Moriwaki 2?”

Mayo khong khoi gidt minh. Cudi cung cdi t€n Moriwaki Kazuo cling
xua't hién. Pa the¢’, con do chinh mi€éng bon ho ndi ra. Xem ra 6ng Moriwaki
cling da dau tw vao dy an Ngdi nha mé cung do.

“Ong Moriwaki dd qua doi ma khong hé hay biét du 4n d6 s& bj hily bo.
Puong nhién 6ng ta cling khong the€ tham dy cai goi 1a budi giai trinh dworc,
veé chuyén d6, cac em da xw tri thé" nao?”” Takeshi hoi.

“Chuyén d6 thi danh chju chr sao ntra,” Kashiwagi vay tay nhw th€ dang
duoi rudi.

“Nhung cdc em c6 nghia vu giai thich cho gia dinh 6ng &y chr?”” Takeshi
lai quay sang phia Makihara. “Con géi 6ng Moriwaki Kazuo da hoéi thay
mot chuyén. Rang mot khodn tién 16n da bieh ma't khoi tai khoan cta bd cd
a'y. Tai sao em khong giai thich cho dang hoang?”

“Chuyén d6 thi...” Makihara hoi dd mat. “Tai vi 6ng Moriwaki néi véi
em rang chuyén dau tw vao dw 4n Ngdi nha mé cung do 13 bi mat, khong
tiét 10 v&i gia dinh. Bing khong kiéu gi ho ciing sé phan ddi. Ong &Yy dinh
s€ khong cho nguwoi nha bi€t dén tai khodn ngan hang ma 6ng a4y da ding
de dau tw.”

“MOot tai khoan bi mat a? Thé thi ding la lai cang ti€én cho bon em qua
nhi,” Takeshi lai nhin xu6ng Kashiwagi. “V€ chi phi xay dung dé& cong
trinh Ngéi nha mé cung do va chi phi do bd thi thay hi€u, nhung chic



khong c6 chuyén vi th€” ma ti€n von tré vE con s§ khong dau nhi? Khong
bi€t s6" ti€n con lai th€ nao roéi. Thay doan trong budi gidi trinh, bon em da
cong bd’ cach thirc hoan tra tién cho cdc nha d4u tw, ngdt ndi dng Moriwaki
lai khong c6 mit & d6. Khoan tién 6ng &y bd ra dau tw c6 ndm tron trong
tay bon em cling cheatng so’ bi ai phat gidc. Ma khong, von di ban than viéc
woc tinh cac loai kinh phi li€u da thdéa dang hay chwa? Cong ty xay dung
Kashiwagi dirng ra lam chd thdu, xay ngdi nha dé roéi dap di, thiao do né,
ding khong nao? Chi phi phai bd ra &y a, con s& nao ma cac cau chaamg \&
ra dwoe. Liéu ching ta ¢ the goi day la mot tay che khudt ca bau troi
khong nhi?”

“Nay,” Kashiwagi x&ng giong néi, doan dirng day. “Cho du chi c6 12 em
trai cia thady Kamio di ntra thi chi ciling nén bi€t chuyén gi dworc néi con
chuyén gi khong dwgc n6i nhé. Thay bon t61 ngoan ngoan ngo6i nghe nén
chui dwore the néi nhirng cau khi€m nha nhw thé” da’y a? Chd dinh bao cong
ty chiing t6i da thGi phong cdc loai chi phi d€ yéu cau ho thanh todn chic?
T6i ndi cho chi biét, bon tdi da d6c siec cho dw an Ngdi nha mé cung do ma
khong mang d&€n chuyén dwoc hay mat. Vao tay cong ty khac thi phdi mat
gan ga'p doi s6 d6 r'oi. Chd da khong biét gi thi chd, dwng ¢6 néi vé van.”

“Piing 14 t6i khong biét gi cd. Nhung mot Kamio Eiichi bing xwong
bang thit thi sao nhi? Mot Kamio Eiichi am hi€u vé kinh t&, tai chinh,
khong ching da dao sdu van dé€ nay hon ca toi cling nén. N&u anh &y phat
hién ra chuyén nay dinh dang d&n mdt Am muwu phirc tap ch khong don
gian nhw tdi vira ndi thi sao nhi? Trong trwrong hop d6, nhirng tén dau so6
khi bi€t minh da bi Kamio Eiichi phat giac li€u c6 cadm thdy ghé s¢ trwdc
st hién dién cua anh &y khong?”

“Chu...” giong Makihara run ray. “Chd dang nghi ngo bon chau sao?
Chu dinh n61 bon chdu da lam gi thay Kamio w?...”

“Mot khi nhirtng suy ludn ma t6i vira néi dwoe cing cd thi ching ta
khong the khflng dinh kha ndng dé la hoan toan khdng c6, phai khong nao?”

“Khong th€ chju dwgc nira r'oi. Twdng chi dinh néi gi chr,” Kashiwagi
n6i nhw hit nwéc vao mit. “That khong th€ tin ndi chuyén nay. Rt thdi,
Makihara. Lic dau tdi ¢ nghi day 1la mét y twdng thd vi nhung tdi khong
ranh d&n mic tham gia vao céi trd hé thd 16 vo dd clia 6ng chd nay. Moi
ngwoi cling nghi vdy ding khong? Ching ta nén vé mau thoi.”



“T6i tuyét d&i khong dinh dién tro hé,” giong Takeshi vang vong khép
can phong. D6 1a giong néi manh mé vdn ¢6 cha chi &Yy, chr khong phai
giong cua 6ng Eiichi nhw tir ndy dén gio.

Takeshi budc 1€n buc giang, dirng sau ban gido vién. Th& r'oi, chd &y
quay ngodt lai, c&i bd do khodc. Bén trong la chiéc 40 so' mi den thui.
Takeshi ctt the xoay ngudi lai. Chiéc khau trang mau tring di bién thanh
mau den. Lic Takeshi roii khdi ban gido vién, ngay ca chi€c quan 6ng rong
cta chi cling chuyén sang mau den. Pen tr dau dén chan.

“Ttr ldc nay s& 1a man tht hai clia budi dién,” trong lic ta't cd déu dang
bang hoang khong thdt nén loi, Takeshi dong dac tuyén bo: “Pa dén lic
chan twéng sw that dwoe 1am sang td. Bang moi gid toi sé diéu tra 1o rang
cho cac ngwoi xem. HOm nay, ngay tai day, toi sé tim ra hung thu giét chét
anh trai minh.”

Kashiwagi bén buwdc 1ui lai nhw th€ dang bi Takeshi 14 at. “Con nguoi
nay... That khong on.”

“Purong nhién roi. Pay la chuyén giét ngwoi. Lam sao c6 the on dworc.
Cha, n€u da hi€u r'oi thi moi ciu vé chd cho.”

Xem ra diing 1a ngay ca Kashiwagi cling phai chiu 1ép v&, tré vé chd cta
minh.

“Né&u vay thi chiing toi s& & lai thém mot 14t. Nhung chid khong c6 bing
chirng gi ma bdng dung lai coi ching t6i nhw hung thu giét ngwoi 1a sao
chi?”

“T6i khong coi cac cau la hung tha. To6i ndi 1a ¢6 kha nang dé. Cai suy
luAn ma tdi vira n6i ra khi ndly ching phai chuyén gi qud xa roi thue &, S§
tién dO0 vao Ngdi nha mé cung do cé th€ dén hang tram tri€u yén, ding
khong nao? Ngay ca khi c¢6 diéu khuat ta't & do, toi cling khong 187y gi lam
la.”

“T6i da bao khdong cé chuyén nhw thé r'oi co ma. Toi phdi néi bao nhiéu
Tan chi m&i chiu hi€u day,” Kashiwagi td vé ngao ngan.

“Thé& ha c& gi Makihara lai dwa mét di chd khdc?” Takeshi lién chi tay
vao Makihara. “Tai sao trong I& canh linh clru, ciu khong ddm nhin thrflng
vao di anh?”

Makihara 1ién chép mét lién tuc. “Chid dang néi gi vay?”



Takeshi bén quay sang man hinh dit & phia trwede trong phong hoc roéi
bing tay danh tach mdt cdi. Thé r'oi ngay 1ap tirc, man hinh hién thi hinh
anh. Nhin vao d6, Mayo khong khdi sirng so. Poan video d6 quay chinh
dién vi sw dang doc kinh. Ngoai ra, con trong tha’y ca linh ctru. P6 chinh la
hdi treong t& chire 1€ canh linh ciru.

Mot lat sau, khi nhin thdy nhan vat xua't hién trén man hinh, Mayo cang
ngac nhién hon ntra. P6 chinh 1a Kashiwagi trong bo tang phuyc. Sau khi
dwng lai trwdee linh ctru, nhom vao bén trong, ciu ta da nhin theamg vao may
quay va bat dau thap nhang.

“Nay, niy, ddy 12 cdi gi the?” Kashiwagi 1ién thay d&i sdc miit.

“(¥ chinh dién ¢ dit di anh cda anh trai toi ding khong nao? T6i da 1p
mdy quay vao mét anh &y. Tém lai, d6 chinh 12 hinh dnh clia c4c ciu khi
nhin tw tim di anh.”

Takeshi néi nhw khong, song thim chi ngay ca Mayo ciing m&i nghe
chuyén nay T4n dau. C6 dang nghi khong biét chi 4y d3 14p mdy quay vao
lic nao, thi chot nhé ra trong ldc cd dang ban chuyén véi Nogi & phong
cho trede khi dién ra 1€ canh linh ctru, Takeshi d3 mot minh & trong hoi
treong. Chic chin chid Ay di 14p may quay vao lic dé.

Thé& rdi c6 nhan ra d6 chinh la chiéc may quay trom ting dwoce 1dp vao
birc tranh trang tri trong phong Takeshi. Lic vé nha d€ tim di vét clia dng
Eiichi, Mayo da thdy Takeshi buwdc xudng tw tAng hai. C6 1€ muc dich cia
chu &y 1a 18y lai chi€c may quay do.

“That ky quéc. Bon t61 chra dwgc nghe chuyén do. Day chaamg phai mot
dang quay 1én hay sao?” Kashiwagi khi¢u nai v&i khau khi gay git.

“Chuwa nghe? Quay 1én? Py goi 12 vu oan gid hoa réi. Chic chin chiing
toi da thong bdo tredc voi khach dén viéng la sé dat mdy quay & hoi
trrong t& chire 1€ canh linh ctru va 1€ dwa tang.”

Nghe Takeshi khaalng dinh nhw vay, Kashiwagi cirng hong. Xem ra cho du
khong thda man thi ciu ta cling chéng th€ phan bac lai dworc.

“Nhung, t6i thtra nhan muc dich khong don gian 1a lwu lai nhirng hinh
anh &y ma la d€ tim ra hung thi. Chuyén t6i d€ moi ngwoi nhin mat thi th€
trege khi thdp nhang ciing 12 nhim giy sw 1o’ 13, chl quan cta k& pham toi,”
Takeshi nhin moi ngwoi, noi.



“Treong hop hung thua sat hai anh trai t6i ¢6 mdt 12 vieng, toi c4 12 hin
da rat cang thang khi nghe d&n chuyén phdi nhin mit thi th€. Va hin s& tw
nhd v&i ban than minh the ndy: Minh tuyét doi khong dworc ldng mdt di chd
khdc, bdng khoéng co thé minh sé bi nghi ngo. Song, ¢ 18 tén hung tht dé
da khong qua lo 14ng khi dirng truede thi the, chdc chin hin di thé phao nhe
nhdm. Ly do 13 vi bén trong quan tai, thi th€ dang nhim mét. Khi man nhin
mit thi the di k&t thic ém xudi, hung tha bén budc 1én buc thip nhang. Va
& d6, Tan dAu tién hin nhan ra. Bitc di dnh dang mé mét. Tém lai, ddi v&i
tén hung thd ma néi thi bitc di 4nh ndy mdi 14 thir khien hin niing long.
Khong gidng nhw khi nhin mit thi th€. Hin s& mudn tranh nhin vio mit
nguwoi trong di anh.”

Thi ra la nhw viy, Mayo lai mét Ian nira ha h6c mdm trwdc sy can thén,
ky lwong ctia Takeshi. C6 th€ néi man nhin mat thi theé’ cheamg qua chi la con
tot thi.

Khudn mit Kashiwagi dwore quay cin canh. Sau khi chip tay, ciu ta
huwdng 4nh mét chim chd vao mdy quay, tiec 12 bitc di 4nh, vdi mot T4n
triedre khi bi€n ma't khdi man hinh.

“Ra't dwong hoang, khéng hd' danh 1a doi thir hai cia mot cong ty hang
dau. Anh mét cdu khi nhin thgng vao birc di dnh ctia Kamio Eiichi khong
may may xao dong.”

Nét mat Kashiwagi hoi diu lai, chdc vi cu ta cam thd’y duoc Takeshi
khen ngo'i cling khong phai diéu té.

“Con phai néi ntra sao? Thay Kamio da gidp do tdi ra't nhiéu. Toi da
thip nhang cho thdy ma trong Iong thidm nghi wdc gi thay song lau hon,
moi chuyén ra co’ sy nay t6i that sy rat 18y lam ti€c,” giong diéu cua
Kashiwagi cling lich sy tré lai.

“Ra vay,” Takeshi néi roi lai bing tay. Kich c& hinh anh lién tré vé nhuw
cli. Nhan vat xua't hién sau dé la Numakawa. Ciu ta cling c6 nhirng dong
taic gan nhr giong hét Kashiwagi. Mac du khong c6 dueoc uy lyc manh mé
nhwr Kashiwagi song 4nh mét ciu ta khi huéng vé birc di anh ciing khong
h€ dao dOng.

Ti€p theo, d€n lwgt Makihara. Sau khi nhin vao bén trong linh ctru, céu
ta chdm rdi ti€n d&n gan buc thip nhang. Thip nhang xong, ciu ta bén chip
hai tay vao nhau r'di nhim mét lai.



Mi mét Makihara mé ra ngay sau khi khuén mit ciu ta dwoc phéng to
1én. Song trong den cua cdu ta hoi hwdng xudng dwdi, ro rang dang khong
nhin théng vé phia trede. R6i cdu ta o the’ bién ma't khdi man hinh.

Takeshi bing ngdén tay mdt cai, doan video lién dung lai.

“T6i cho cau giai thich da’y. Tai sao cau khong nhin thezlng vao di anh?”

“Khong, chdau khong nh¢é... Chdu nghi minh da dwong hoang nhin vao
anh thdy ma.”

“Nhung may quay di lru lai hinh anh nay. Dy 1a bing chitng khong th&
chdi cdi. Cu trd loi di! Vi li do gi cdu khdng nhin thé’ing vao di anh cta anh
trai t6i? Phai chiang ciu c6 diéu gi khua't tat?”

Makihara hoii hd miéng ra, 1ic dau quiay quay.

“Khong c6 chuyén dé dau. Xin chua hay tin chau.”

“Chinh anh trai toi da gioi thiéu cdu v&i 6ng Moriwaki phai khéng? Vi 1€
d6, Moriwaki Atsumi m&i dén hoi y ki€n anh &y vé chuyén khoan tién bd'
cd ta giki ngAn hang da bién mat. Ong anh tdi cam tha’y ¢4 trach nhiém nén
da chat van cqu. Cam thay khong th€ gidu gi€m chuyén bién thd sd tién
Ay nén vao dém thir Bay ngay 6 thing 3, biét anh tdi di ving, ciu bén 1én
vao nha cho sén, anh Ay vira vé t&i noi ciu 1ién ra tay sét hai. Cho nén hom
dén I€ canh linh ctru, cAu m&i khong ddm nhin thging vao di anh. C6 ding
nhw vy khong?”

“Khong ding. Sao ¢6 chuyén d6 dwoe? Chau da & nha ca tdi hom ay.
Chéu néi that ma.”

“Vay thi ngay tai day, cdu hdy giai thich xem khoan tién gwi cua Ong
Moriwaki da bi€n ma't di dau roi?”

“Chuyén d6...” Makihara lia 4nh mét b&i r&i vé phia Kashiwagi.

Kashiwagi bén thé hit ra. “Hw, chiju ciu thoéi Makihara. Chon lic nao
khong chon, sao ciu lai di nhim ding hdm du 1€ canh linh citu d& 1am cdi
diéu khién nguwoi ta sinh nghi vy chx?”

“Khong, nhung that sy t& khéng nho...”

“Thoéi dwgre r'oi. N&u da bi nghi ngo d€n mirc nay r'oi, chi con cach néi
hét ra thoi. Chic 6ng Moriwaki ciing s& tha thit cho cau.”

“Ong Moriwaki? Chuyén nay 12 th& nio nhi?”

“Hur,” Kashiwagi lai thé hét. “Makihara, ciu giai thich di.”



Sau khi cii dau do dw, Makihara thé dai.

“Thay Kamio gioi thiéu 6ng Moriwaki cho chau twr khodng hai nam
treére. Ong Moriwaki mudn gom hét sd tai san dang rai rac khip noi vé
mot mdi, th€ nén chau da lam thu tuc mé tai khoan cho 6ng &y. Khong lau
sau, ong Moriwaki bit dau ndp tién vao tai khodn, song chdu rat 1ay lam
kinh ngac vi khoén tién &y dw strc vt qua con s6 mot tram tri€u yén. Khi
doé, voi twe cach 1a mot nhan vién ngan hang, chau da dé xud't dng Moriwaki
dau tw. Song dng Ay lai dwa ra mot cau tra 1o Fay ba't ngd. Ong &'y mudn
quyén gép cho mot t& chire tir thién. Ong Moriwaki khdng néi rd nhung c6
vé nhw 6ng ta di c6 dwoe sd tién &y mot cach phi phap bang cdch rira tién
nuwde ngodi tir thdi con dwong chire. Ong ta cam tha'y 4y ndy khi coi sd tién
nay la tai san d¢ lai cho gia dinh nén mudn dung né vao viéc cé ich cho
doi.”

“Hwm, cau chuyén nghe lay dong long ngwoi qua nhi?”

“Nhung 1a that d&y a. Ong Moriwaki néi v&i chdu ring: Thoi tré i cik
nght lam kinh doanh la phdi vao hang cop mdi bdt dwoe cop con, nhwng
cang co tudi toi cang nhdn ra do la mot sai ldm lon. Chinh vi th€’, 6ng ta
mudn tre vé d€ cong hi€n cho qué hwong.”

Mayo cho ring day khong phai chuyén doi trd. N6 ciing tring khép véi
nhirng thong tin ma Takeshi nghe ngéng dwoe tir hang x6m lang giéng cua
ong Moriwaki Kazuo.

“Thé& nén cau da goi y ong ta dau tw vao Ngoi nha mé cung do?”

Nghe Takeshi hoi, Makihara ben git dau.

“Nghe chdu d¢ xudt, 6Gng Moriwaki dd ra't ham hé. Ong &'y bao néu c6
th€ dung so tién &y d€ vuc day thi trdn qué hrrong thi cdm gidc toi 161 trong
ong cting voi di phan nao. Nhung 6ng Moriwaki cling n6i chuyén Iwu lai
tén 6ng Ay trong danh sdch cdc nha d4u tw khong dworc hay cho 1dm, dng
4y muon gitr bi mat v&i gia dinh vé vu ddu tw nay. Vi thé, chau da ban voi
Kashiwagi va quyét dinh ding cdch mua quyén héi vién. V&i chinh sach
nay, chi can bd ra 200.000 yén la s€ dwgc tré thanh hdi vién VIP cia Ngoi
nha mé cung do, trén thuc t& ciing da c6 vai trim nguwdi ding ky roi. Ong
Moriwaki cling d0ng tinh v&i ¥ ki€n nay, vi vy chdu da dung bi danh cuia
khoang ndm tram ngwoi va chuyén toan bo s6 tién.”



“Mot khi da c6 quyén hdi vién thi phai ¢6 gid’y chirng nhan s& htru chix?
Céi d6 cau cat & dau?”

“Cat trong két sit nha toi. DAy khdng phai chuyén bia dau,” Kashiwagi
néi bang giong c6é phan diém dam.

“Chiting chdu chic mam vay 12 moi viéc s& xudi chéo mat mai song y
nghi &y chi kéo dai trong mdt thdi gian ngin ngli, c6 mot budc tinh todn
sai Im ma ching chau khong ngo dén. Ong Moriwaki dot nhién qua doi vi
nhiém virus Corona chiing m&i. Ngay trwdc khi hily tai khoan bi mat kia.
Chiing chau chi con cach cau mong gia quyén cua 6ng &y khong phat hién
ra sy hién di€n cua tai khoan do.”

“Cac cau con tinh sai mot chuyén nira. Chi vi Corona ma dy an Ngdi nha
mé cung do da tan thanh may khoi.”

“Dung vay. Mua quyén hoi vién ddc bi€t khong gidng dau tu, chung
chdu budc phai hoan tra tién cho ho. VAn @é ndm & chd phai gidi quyét
phan von cia 6ng Moriwaki nhw thé nao. Mot khi tra lai ti€n, chiing chau
khong theé khong néi chuyén véi gia dinh 6ng ay.”

“Chinh t6i 1a ngwoi dé xudt chuyén sd tién dé sang dy an ti€p theo,”
Kashiwagi néi, “T6i nghi viéc d6 dap ung dwgc y nguyén cha 6ng
Moriwaki. T61 n6i cho chu hay, bon toi1 tuyét doi khong c6 y dinh dut tii s&
tién 4y. Bon nay khong phai hang ti tién d€n mic chém chia mét tram triéu
yén cdn con day. Huong chi la nghi d€n may chuyén ngu xuan ki€u nhw
gid tro gi d6 voi thdy Kamio.”

Takeshi v&i anh méit ddy canh gidc, chim rdi gat dau, doan di ting budc
nhd vong quanh chd d6. Cudi cung, chi dung chan va lai nhin xudng
Makihara.

“Cau lién lac v&i anh trai tdi vE chuyén nay to hdm nao?”

“Trwa ngay 6 thang 3.”

“Ngay 6? La ngay anh &Yy bj gi€t ha?”

“Pung vay. Thay da goi cho chau. Nhwng lic d6 chdu khong nghe may
duwoc, sau d6 tha’y thay d¢€ lai tin nhén trong hop thu thoai, bdo mudn chdu
goi lai nén chdu di chi dong goi cho thdy. Thay goi dén bing s& mdy ban
nén chau ciing goi lai vao s& dA’y nhung khong tha’y ai bit may, vi th& chdu
danh goi vao s& di dong. C6 vé nhw lic d6 thay dang di chuyén.”



“Chéc ldc diy anh trai t6i dang trén dudng 1én Tokyo. Anh Ay d3 néi
gi?”’

“Thay k& hom qua thay da gap con gai 6ng Moriwaki. Nghe dau c6 &y
nhén trong hop thw thoai 12 goi d&n vi chuyén lién quan dén tai khoan ngin
hang cua 6ng bd, vi theé” thdy da goi lai cho cd &y. Thay bao cé chuyén
mudn hdi chau, liéu chdu c6 th€ gap thdy khong. Chdu tra 1o néu 1a toi thi
Hai thi chdu ranh, nghe xong thdy bén néi vay thi dé€n th Hai thidy sé lién
lac lai roi cip may.”

Nghe xong, Mayo lai vo 1€ ra mdt chuyén ntra. B6 1a 1y do vi sao tén cua
Makihara lai cé trong Danh sdch Maeda. Canh sat da xac nhan dwoce lich s
cudc goi bao gom cudc goi di ma ong Eiichi thye hién trén dién thoai ban,
cling nhw cudc goi d&n ma Makihara goi vao cd s6 c6 dinh 14n s6” di dong
ctia 6ng Eiichi.

“Trén dién thoai, anh t6i khong ndi gi cu th¢’ hon a?”

“Piing vady. Thay chi bao cé chuyén mudn hoi vé tai khoan cua Ong
Moriwaki tho6i.”

“Luc nghe cau do, ciu da nghi the nao?”

“Khong hi€u sao chau cam thdy ba't an. Chau khong r6 thdy Kamio da
biét dwore dén dau r'oi, va lai chwa bi€t chirng thay con dang nghi ngo’ bon
chau cting nén.”

“Chinh vi th&¢ ma hom & 1€ canh linh ctru, ciu da hdéi Mayo phai khong?
Ring thay Kamio c6 néi gi vé bon ciu khong.”

“Pung thé&". Néu ctr d€ thay hi€u Idm la bon chdu dang lam chuyén phi
phap gi do thi chau khong danh long.”

“Cho nén cau khong dam nhin thfmg vao di anh?”

“Cling ¢6 th€. Mac du chi l1a trong vo thirc.”

“Nhung ching phai bay gi¢ chd da gidi tda dwoc mdi nghi ngd doi véi
ching to1 ro1 hay sao?” Kashiwagi néi. “Chi it thi ciing khong con dong co
nita. Néu da néi dén thé’ ma chd van con nghi ngo thi tdi ¢6 thé€ cho chd
xem bién ban ghi nh¢ ma chiing t6i da trao doi v&i 6ng Moriwaki.”

“Khong céan. Toi s€ tin 101 cac ciu. Tuy nhién...” Takeshi néi ti€p. “Toi
chi x6a bd dworc mdi nghi hodc lién quan dén s6” tién da boc hoi ciia Ong
Moriwaki chir khong phai da loai dwore cac cdu ra khoi danh sach nhirng ké
tinh nghi trong vu 4n sit hai Kamio Eiichi dau.”



“Xem ra chi mudn bang moi gid bit ching tdi lam hung tha, bang khong
chii khong cam tAm nhi,” Kashiwagi lic dau nhur mudn than trovi.

“Nhuw to6i da néi khi ndy, hung thu bi€t chuyén ngay hdm doé anh trai ti
s& 1én Tokyo. Va theo thong tin ma t6i nim dwoc thi nhitng nguoi biét
chuyén &y chi ¢4 cac ¢0, cac cau ng6i day. Trong budi hop ban vé vu hop
16p, chi ¢6 ba ngwoi 1a Momoko, Numakawa va Makihara dwgc nghe
Sugishita nhic d&n k& hoach 1&én Tokyo clia anh &y. Th& nhung, cling ¢
kha nang nhirng ngwoi khac lai dwoe nghe tr ba nguoi nay.”

“T6i khong bié€t chuyén d6. Hon ntra, t6i c6 chirtng clr ngoai pham. T6i
hém d6 t6i da di nhau v&i ngeoi quen,” Kashiwagi néi véi vé phién ha.

“Con Makihara thi sao? Cau ciling c6 mét trong buoi hop ban vé vu hop
16p diing khong?”

“Pung la chdu c6 tham gia nhwng chdu da quén khuay chuyén minh da
dwoe nghe Sugishita néi. Ngay cad hom thir Bay, ldc goi dién cho thay, méc
du bi€t thay dang di chuy€n nhwng chau ciing khong nghi la thay dang 1€n
Tokyo. Cé diéu, t6i hom d6 chdu & nha mot minh nén tiéc ring chdu khong
c6 chirng ¢ ngoai pham.”

“Vang,” nguoi gio tay 1la Numakawa. “Hom the Bdy ngay 6 thang 3,
chdu da lam viéc & quan nhw moi khi. Chid c6 thé hdi nhan vién cta chau.
Khéo c6 khi ca khach hang cling van con nhé.”

“Con chau choi mat chwoe voi ngwoi quen,” Haraguchi néi. “Chéu ciing
da khai v&i canh sat roi.”

Ng'i ding sau Mayo, Momoko choc choc vio lung cd.

“Té khong ¢ chirng cir ngoai pham, lam thé nao bay gio? T cling biét
chuyén thdy 1én Tokyo,” Momoko héi nho vao tai Mayo.

“Cau khong céan néi gi ca,” Mayo ciing thi thdm dap lai. “Chd t& khong
nghi ngo gi ciu dau.”

“Vay thi may qua...”

Takeshi bat dau di di lai lai gilta cdc ddy ban. “Nhitng nguoi khdc thi
sao? Ai ¢6 chirng cr ngoai pham thi nhanh chéng xwng tén xem nao. Sao
ha? Heét roi w?”

Bdng c6 nguoi gior phit tay 1én. P6 13 Kokonoe Ririka. Takeshi bén
dwng chén lai, sau d6 dé&n bén co ta. “Cd c6 chirng cr ngoai pham?”



“C6,” Ririka ddp, mit vAn nhin thang vé phia tredc ma khong budn nhin
vao mat Takeshi. “Chdu ciing da néi chuyén v&i canh sat roi. Ngoai ra,
chau hoan toan khoéng hay bi€t chuyén thay Kamio 1én Tokyo vao ngay 6
thang 3. Chu c viéc hdi nhirng ngwoi ¢ mat trong budi hop ban vé vu hop
1op &y. Chéc chdn khong c6 ngudi ndo k&€ vdi chdu chuyén d6.”

Takeshi nhin chdm chim khu6én mit nghiéng cfia Ririka. “Ngay 6 thang
3,c6 da & dau?”

“Chuyén d6 thi chau khong th€ tra 1o dwgre. Vi ddy 1a van dé lién quan
dén doi song riéng tw ctia chau. Chau chi c6 thé néi rang chdu da & cing
mot nguoi, & mot dia di€m nao d6.”

“C06 khong thé€ néi cho t6i biét tén ctia ngwoi d6 sao?”

“R&'t xin 16i chd.”

“Nhung nhw vay thi khong thé khfmg dinh mdt cach tuyét doi 1a c6 co
bang chitng ngoai pham dworc. N&u chi néi c6 da & cling mot nguwdi & mot
dia di€m nao d6. T6i khong ro canh sat da néi voi ¢b thé nao, nhwng do'i
V(i toi ¢O van 14 nghi pham. D3 th& con 1a mot nghi pham cyc ky ddng nghi
nwra kia.”

Cudi cung Kokonoe Ririka ciling chiu nhin vao mat Takeshi. “Ct cho la
chdu da sat hai thay Kamio di, vdy theo chid dong co’ ctia chdu la gi?”

“Dong co? Du khong o0 dong co thi ciing chfmg c6 van dé gi hét. Voi
tham t& trong céc truyén trinh tham thi viéc di t dong co’ d€ xac dinh hung
tha thyc sy au cling 1a 1€ thuwong tinh, chir canh sat ngoai doi dau dé€m xia
dén may thtt &y. B&i ho cho ring cir truy bit dwoe tdi pham bang cic
phrong phap mang tinh khoa hoc d3, sau d6 m&i thong tha bt hin ty minh
khai ra dong co hay cai gi thi khai. Cha, c6 thdy sao? T61 ngay 6 thang 3 c6
da & dau, hodc da & cung ai, cd cho tdi bi€t mot trong hai thong tin dé thoi
c6 dwgc khong?”

Kokonoe Ririka bdng im ling, xem ra cd ta dang bdi rdi chuyén gi do.
The” roi, ngdi ngay canh cd ta, Kugimiya Katsuki dft nhién nhin 1én
Takeshi. “La chdu.”

“Gi co’?” Takeshi hai.

“Nguoi ma Kokonoe gap chinh 1a chau. Chau da ¢ cung co 8y.”

Phan (rng ctda nhirng ngwoi xung quanh doi voi ciu ndi nay that phirc
tap. Phai ching ciing gidng Mayo td1 hom qua, ho déu 14n 1on gira hai



dong suy nghi, mot bén cho rang qua nhién la nhw viy, bén kia lai khong
khéi cam thay ba't ngo. B&i ho khdng the€ xua khodi dau cdi y nghi ¢6 the
Kugimiya da bi Kokonoe Ririka mé hodc, nhung xét cho cung Ririka ti€p
cin Kugimiya chic chin 12 vi viéc 1am #n.

“That vay a?” Takeshi hoi Kokonoe Ririka.

Ririka bén khé gat dau v&i vé mit ba't dic di.

“Ralathé...”

Takeshi 14m bam, 14’y tay phai che 1&n khée mit. Nom chd &y vira c6 vé
nhw dang suy nghi cho that lung, lai vira ¢6 vé nhw dang phién mudn vé
chuyén gi do.

Cudi cung Takeshi cling bd tay xudng, ngwdc 1én trén, thd dai mot cai
that manh roi nhin Kugimiya.

“T6i vira nh¢ lai bai van khi nay. C6 vé nhw cau dang ti€p ndi di nguyén
cta Tsukumi. Chdc ciu ri't coi trong tinh ban. Nhwng hanh vi bao che cho
k& méc sai TAm thi khong dwoc goi 1a tinh ban. Doi khi ching ta cling cin
budng bo.”

Nét bdi r&i hién hién trén khuén mit Kugimiya. “Y chi 1a gi?”

Takeshi bén ding tred’c mat Ririka, nhom vao mit ¢6 ta. “Pung nhw t6i
nghi, xem ra cd khong phai Shizuka nhi?”

“Ha?”

“Néu la Shizuka that thi dau c¢6 phan bdi Nobita.” Takeshi néi roi di
chuyén. Chd dwng lai tredc mat Sugishita. “Va s€ khong lang nhing voi
Dekisugi.”

Sugishita 1ién trom tron mét, giat ndy minh nhu vira bj dién giat. “Chi
noi cai gi vay?”

“P¢ t6i hdi bing ching ngoai pham cia ciu nao. T hom th Bay ngay
6 thang 3, ciu da ¢ dau?”

“Chau... chau khong c6 nghia vu trd 1o chd,” giong Sugishita lac ca di.

“Nhung ciu di trd 10 canh sdt con gi? Chéc ciu ciing bj hdi bing chirng
ngoai pham ding khong? Ciu da trd loi nhw thé” nao? Hay cdu ciing khong
tra loi dwore? Sao nao? Ngay ca chuyén d6 cau ciing khdng néi dwoc w?”

Sugishita cai dau, im lang. Nom nhw khuén mat cau ta dang giat giat.



Pau 6c Mayo lai mot Tan nira tré nén hdn loan. Dekisugi ciing 1a mot
nhan vat xua't hién trong Doraemon. P6 1a mot hoc sinh wu ti véi thanh
tich hoc tap xudt sic, mon the thao ndo ciing ctr khoi, ngudi luon khién
Nobita c¢6 cam gidc thua kém va didng la truing khop véoi Sugishita. Tay
Sugishita d6 va Kokonoe Ririka dang ngoai tinh v&i nhau? Cha dé nay
chwa mét Tan xua't hién trong cac cudc tro chuyén gitra cd va Takeshi toe dau
toi gior. MOt chuyén quan trong nhw thé’, sao chu &Yy lai gite kin dé€n tdn hdm
nay nhi? A khong, khoan ban chuyén do, tai sao Takeshi lai phat hi¢n ra
chuyén nay?

Takeshi chdng hai tay xudng ban ctia Sugishita.

“Vay d€ t6i trd 1o cho cdu nhé. Td1 hom tht Bay, ngwoi & cung
Kokonoe Ririka khong phai Kugimiya ma chinh 1a ciu. Pia di€ém 1a mot
khach san tinh yéu. Bung khong?”

Tac dong ma ciu ndi nay dem dén cho nhirng ngwoi xung quanh con 1om
hon nhiéu so v&i cAu néi cta Kugimiya vai phit trede. Bang ching la
Haraguchi da nhdm nguoi 1€n khodi gh€, tao ra ti€ng lach cach.

“That ngd ngan. Chau c twedng chd dinh ndéi chuyén gi cor dd’y,” Ririka
dap ban, dirng ddy. “Kashiwagi néi ding. Chau khong th€ tham gia vao cai
trd h€ nham nhi nay dwoe nira. Pang 1€ chau nén vé ludn roi méi phai.”

“A khong, tdi xin rit lai ciu néi ddy 1a mot trd hé,” Kashiwagi lién gio
tay. “Ch:fmg phai cau chuyén da dot nhién tré nén day thd vi r'oi hay sao?
To61 mudn nghe dén cudi kia.”

“Cau thich thi cit viéc. Con tdi s& di vé,” Ririka bét dau sai budrc.

“Néu bay gio bd chay, c6 sé khong th€ chirng minh sy trong sach cuia
ban than minh ntra dau,” Takeshi néi v&i theo lwng Ririka. “Nhw thé cling
dwoc w?”

Ririka 1ién dirng chin, ngodi lai, Itr mit nhin Takeshi.

“Chéu d3 bdo minh c6 biang chitng ngoai pham r'o6i con gi.”

“Pung 12 c6 th€ nhw vay that. D& chirng camera gidm sét ctia khdch san
tinh yéu c6 lwu lai hinh anh c6 14i xe. Nhung con céu ta thi sao? Camera c6
ghi lai dwoe hinh anh Sugishita ng'6i trén xe khong nhi? Liéu c¢6 phai gh€&
phu khong c6 ngwoi? Néu Sugishita gidu minh & hang ghé” sau d€ tranh bi
ngwoi khac nhin thd’y thi sao? C6 th€ binh thwong 1a nhw vay, nhwng riéng
hom do thi khic. Trén thyc t€, ngoai c¢6 ra khong con ai trén xe.”



Anh mét Takeshi chuyé&n sang Sugishita.

“B&i Sugishita d&€n khach san mudn hon Kokonoe gan mot ti€ng. Trong
thoi gian d6 ciu ta dd & dau, lam gi? D€ t6i thir ndi ra suy ludn cdia minh
nhé. Sugishita da d&n nha Kamio Eiichi, cho anh &y vé. Thé& r'oi khi Kamio
Eiichi vé d&n nha, ciu ta lién nhay ra tdn cdng, thit cd giét chét anh ay.”

Sugishita lién tron xoe mét, ha hdc mom. “Khong phai the. Chd néi cdi
gl viy?”

“Cau bao da goi dién hoi tham anh t6i hom the Bdy tredc d6 nhi?”
Takeshi vin ba't chdp, ti€p tuc ciu chuyén. “Khi do, anh trai t6i d3 nho' ciu
chi cho mot khach san & Tokyo, nhwng ch?ing phai ngoai chuyén doé ra, anh
toi con néi v&i ciu mot chuyén nira hay sao? Khong gi khac, d6 chinh la
mdi quan h¢ gira Kokonoe Ririka va cau. T6i khong rd dau dudi thé nao,
nhung anh t6i d3 biét dwoec mdi quan hé gitta hai ngwdi, anh Ay néi rang
hai nguwoi nén dung lai, n€u con ti€p tuc anh &y s€ ndi cho vo ciu biét.
Nghe xong, cdu bén nghi cr da nay thi cudc doi cdu sé bi hily hoai va cdu
da ha quy€t tam sat hai anh ay.”

Tim Mayo nhay loan xa trong ['6ng nguc. L€ nao lai c6 chuyén nhw thé'...

“That nham nhi,” Sugishita ddp hai tay 1én ban, ding day. “Sao c6
chuyén do6 dwoc?”

“Sau khi giy an xong xu6i dau vao dd’y, cdu ben dén khéich san tinh yéu
noi Kokonoe dang dgii, bdo cdo tinh hinh. Sau da’y, phai chang c6 ta da nhe
nhang xoa diu nhirng cam xuc dang trao dang trong ciu khi vwa giét
ngwoi?”

“Chu mot vira hai phai thoi. Pau 6¢ chd ¢é van dé a?”

Phot 100 giong néi cdu kinh cta Sugishita, Takeshi tién gan dén chd
Ririka.

“Chuyén d&n khdch san tinh yéu khong phai nhim muc dich tao dung
ching ¢t ngoai pham, do vdy Sugishita — vén khong mudn ngwoi doi biét
dwoc quan hé ngoai ludng ctia minh da khong ddm khai v&i canh sat.
Nhuwng vé phan minh, c6 cho rang chi ¢in cé mot ddi twong di ciing 14 ¢6
the khgng dinh chirng ¢ ngoai pham. Chwa k€ trén dién thoai con lwu lai
thong tin vi tri. Va ngwoi ¢6 lgi dung chinh la Kugimiya,” Takeshi 1ién
ngoanh lai phia sau.



“Phai vay khong, cau Kugimiya? Kokonoe da nho cdu néi d6i. Thyc ra
cau da & nha. Khong phai thé sao?”

Kugimiya khong ddp. C4u ta nhin Ririka v&i vé mit khd sé roi cup mét
xudng.

Takeshi lai quay tré vé dirng tred'c mat Sugishita, chi tay vao cdu ta.

“Chinh cdu da gi€t chét Kamio Eiichi, anh trai t6i. Cu c6 thwa nhén
khong?”

“Khong phai. Chau khong lam chuyén d6.” Sugishita vo dau bt téc, mat
méo xéch. “Chau thwa nhan minh da & cung Ririka... Kokonoe. Nhwng
chédu khong sat hai thay. Chdu néi that. Xin chi hay tin chau.”

Vé&i anh mét diém tinh, Takeshi nhin chdm chdm Sugishita trong nhw thé
dang sdp stra bat khéc dén noi, doan gat dau vai cdi roi budc gan dén buc
giang.

“Thdi do cta Sugishita rdt ddng tin. T6i cho ring néu ciu ta chi dang
dién kich thi lai ddng go'm qud, nhung ciing khong th€ loai bd kha ning &y
dwoc. Ba vay, ching ta lai danh phai hdi dé€n tdm 1y hoc chuyén sau cua
con nguoi thoi,” Takeshi bung tay vé phia man hinh.

Hinh 4nh bit dau dworc trinh chiéu. Vira ndy 1a cadnh quay & 1€ canh linh
clru, gio’ da chuyén sang 1€ dua tang. Mayo biét vy vi vj tri clia vi ting 1t
da thay doi.

Sugishita xudt hién. Cau ta ding tredc quan tai, sau d6 di chuyén sang
buc thip nhang.

Khuon mat ciu ta dwgrc quay cén canh. Sugishita dang nhin Ién di anh,
thip nhang r'di chip hai tay lai. Sau d6 ciu ta lai nhin bitc di dnh trudc khi
ctii lay va bién mat khdi man hinh. Theo Mayo thay thi mét Sugishita da
nhin thing vao bic di anh.

Takeshi cho ding doan video lai r6i nhin khép lwg't moi nguwori.

“Cho t6i hédi y ki€n clia moi ngwei. Xem nhieng hinh anh vwra r'oi, cac ¢6
cau thd'y sao? Momoko, chdu thay thé nao?”

Mayo cé thé cdm nhian dwge sau lwng minh Momoko dang rat cing
thang vi dot nhién bj goi dén tén.

“Chau nghi Sugishita da nghiém tdc nhin vao birc di dnh.”



“Vay a? b€ t6i hoi thém nhirng nguwoi khac xem nao. Haraguchi, chéu
nghi sao?”

“Chau cling nghi vdy. Chau khong thay ciu &y lam nhirng viéc ki€u nhw
lang mét di chd khac.”

“Dong y,” Kashiwagi gio’ tay noi.

“Ra viy,” Takeshi ben dén gan Sugishita.

“Xem ra ta't cd déu c6 chung mot cdm nhin ring d4nh mét cau khi nhin
vao birc di anh khong hé toat ra vé mo am.”

“Pwrong nhién roi. Chau chaalng lam gi cd, thé nén khong c6 1y gi moi
ngwoi lai cdm thdy nhw vay duoc.” Giong ndi clia Sugishita chira dung sy
tirc gian.

“Khong lam gi ca... w? Tic la, may chuyén c& nhw ngoai tinh cling
khong khi€n cdu cdm thd'y mat mat véi ngwoi thdy dang kinh a?”

Sugishita Itén cdi dau v&i vé kho xik. Takeshi ben vo bop vao vai ciu ta,
n6i “Cau c6 th€ ng'di xuéng,” doan di dé€n trwedc mit Ririka.

“Th& con ké gia danh Shizuka thi sao nhi? O 12 dwa tang, c6 c6 ddm nhin
thang vao di anh khong?”

“Chi cir ki€m tra thi biét,” Ririka trirng mét nhin Takeshi, néi dit khodt.

“Vay di,” Takeshi lién bung tay.

Poan video bit dau phat. Chi lat sau, Kokonoe Ririka da xuat hién,
phong théi ty tin nhr ngwoi mau thoi trang. V&i nhitng bude chan ti ton,
cd ta di chuyén dén trudce linh citu r6i dén buc thp nhang. Anh mét cb ta
s@’m da hwéng veé birc di dnh. C6 ta thip mot nén nhang r'éi chip tay khan
bang ctr chi day nha nhan. Sau khi buéng tay xudng, c6 ta lai mot Tan nira
nhin 1&€n di anh. Mdc du nét mat dau budn &y nom cé phan hoi gia tao,
song Ririka khong hé danh mét di chd khac.

Khi doan video dirng lai, Ririka 1{én hdi v&i vé dic thang: “Thé nao?”

“Hoan hdo. Hét nhw mot nir dién vién vay.”

Nghe cau no6i do, trong mdt thoang Ririka da chau may, nhung roi co ta
ngay 14p tirc n& mdt ny cwoi.

“Chau khdng biét chd néi vdy 1a y gi, nhung chau sé coi d6 nhw mét loi
khen.”



“Sao ¢6 lai ¢6 quan hé yéu duwong v&i mot ngwoi dan 6ng da yén bé gia
tha't? That chaamg giong co chut nao.”

“P6 khong phai quan hé yéu dwong. Ching chdu la doi tac lam an.”

“Qua nhién I1a nhw vay,” Takeshi ngoanh lai phia Sugishita. “P¢ 1a vu
lam an lién quan d&n k& hoach chuyén th€ Mé cung nhitng bo ndo do thanh
tro choi trie tuy€n cia cong ty cau ta chie gi?”

Long may Ririka chuyén dong. “Chu bi€t rd qua nhi?”

“T6i nghe dwge tr mdt ngwoi quen rdt am hi€u nganh may tinh. Thay
bao mdt vai cong ty IT da ghi danh vao cudc canh tranh bi€n Mé cung do
thanh mot tro choi dién tir. Cong ty ctia Sugishita cling 1a mot trong s6” do6.”

“Nay, nay. To6i chwa dwgc nghe chuyén d6 dau dd’y,” Kashiwagi chen
ngang.

“T6i dau c6 nghia vy phai néi v&i cdu. Cau cling chéng lién quan gi,”
Ririka lanh lting néi, khdng chit ki€ng n€.

Ngoi sau lung Mayo, Momoko bdng hwéng vé phia trwede, thd't 1én ddy
ngac nhién. Mayo ciling nhin 1én, thd’y doan video dang 1€ dang tam dwrng
khong biét tw ldc nao da dworc bat trd lai.

Ngwoi xud't hién 1a Kugimiya. Ciu ta rut ré ti€n dén gén linh ctru, chﬁp
hai tay vao nhau. Sau d6, c4u ta ding tredc buc thip nhang, dau hoi cii
xudng. Ciu ta gitr nguyén tw th&” dé, thip nhang, roi nhim mét khan. Poan
cau ta ha tay xuéng, ngang mat Ién.

Vio khoanh khic d6, Mayo bdng giadt minh. Momoko ngoi ding sau
ciing kéu 1én mot tieng: “O?”

Kugimiya vin dang nhim nghién mét. C4u ta cdi dau ma khong hé mé
mét, quay mit sang mdt bén roi cit the bie¢h ma't khdi man hinh.

Mayo nhin Kugimiya. C4u ta dang nhin cham chim man hinh v&i vé tan
ngan. TAt cd nhitng ngwdi khdc déu dang d6 d'dn 4nh mét vé phia cu ta.

“That ngd ngan,” Kugimiya 1am bam. “Khong th€ nao c¢6 chuyén do.
Chau khong nhidm mét. Chdu da nghiém tic nhin vao mit thay.”

“Hay chi la cau ty nghi thé théi?”

Takeshi lai gan Kugimiya. Giong chi &y nghe ra't than nhié€n, the€ hién
ring moi viéc khong ndm ngoai dy doan ctia minh.



“Mic du ty nht khong dworc phép dwa mét di chd khic nhung cdm gidc
toi 18i va sor hii da khién cdu khong the mé ndi mi méit. C6 diéu, ban than
ciu van twdng 12 minh di mé& mét. Tirc 13 cu dang ty Itta d6i minh.”

“Khong c6 chuyén d6. Tuyét d6i khong phai,” Kugimiya lién ding 1én,
chi tay 1én man hinh, gao thét. “Pay la tro bip bom.”

Takeshi nhin xody vao khu6n mat Kugimiya.

“Ha c& gi ciu phai tirc gidn nhw vay? Cau chi ¢an néi: ‘Chau khong nhé
minh d3 nhidm mét nhwng hinh 4nh ghi lai nhw thé thi chéc 1a ding r'oi, cd
diéu chdu cling khong biét 1y do tai sao minh lai nhim maét,” 1a dworc ma.”

“Thi chinh chd da bao ké nao khong dam nhin thzatng vao birc di dnh thi
ké d6 dang ngo con gi...”

“Chi la dang ngo thoi chir téi dau két ludn ké d6 1a hung thd. Makihara 1a
mot vi du. C4u ta cling lang mét di nhung xem ra 1a vi mot 1y do khéc.
Chuyén ciu nhidm miét cling vdy, c¢6 th€ cau c¢é nguyén do gi day. Hay cau
cam thay ric rdi khi bi nghi ngo?”

Kugimiya Iién lic dau quay qudy. “Khong phai the"”

“Thé thi tai sao cdu phdi kich dong dén mirc d6? Theo tdi chinh thai d6
d6 cua ciu moi dang ngo. N6i méi nhé, ¢c6 mot chuyén khién to6i ban
khoan. D6 1a phong thw cdu vira cho t6i xem khi nay. Tén ngwoi nhan g6m
Kugimiya Katsuki va Kamio Eiichi. Vay ma bén trong lai chi c6 doc mot
bai van viét vé chu dé Ngwoi ban ciia em. Néu vay thi chi can gwi cho
minh clu 1a da r'6i ch nhi? Sao lai ¢4 ca tén cha anh trai toi nra?”

“Chuyén do, chau khong bi€t.”

“Liéu c6 khi nao trong phong thw con kém theo mot the gi d6 ma
Tsukumi mu6n anh t6i doc dwore khdng nhi? C6 that 1a trong phong thw chi
¢6 mdi bai vin vira ndy khong?”

“Chi c6 n6 thoi.”

“Puwa t01 xem phong thw lic ndy nao.”

Kugimiya bén 18y phong thw ra khdi tdi do trong. Tt vi tri Mayo dang
ngoi cling c6 the thd’y tay cau ta hoi run ray.

“Cau ki€m tra bén trong di.”

“Chd dai nhw dia &y nhi,” Kugimiya danh rit to gidy viét van ra khoi
phong thw. Vao lic d6, c6 mot thir gi d6 roi bdp xudng chan ciu ta. Co vé



la mot tor gid'y dwoe gap lai.

“C6 cai giroira kia.”

Kugimiya li€n nhat 1én, m& né ra. Ngay gidy phit &'y, cdu ta tron tron
mét thang thd't. Hai md con giat giat.

“PaYy thd’y chwa, ding 12 vin con mot thir nira ma,” Takeshi néi chen
vao. “Hinh nhw d6 1a ban photocopy ciia mot tor gid'y viét van. Xem ra la
mot bai van nao dd’y. Pwa t61 xem nao.”

Kugimiya 1i€n di chuyén vé phia cudi 1op nhw dinh bd chay.

“Khong thé' nao. Tai sao...”

“Khong thé nao w? Chéc chin cdu da virt né di, hodc da dot né roi, the
ma tai sao n6 van con & ddy w?” Takeshi cham rii tiénh dén gan Kugimiya.
“Chu dé ctia bai viin d6 1a ‘Udc mo' ngay sau’. Noi dung 1a: T6i cé mot woc
mo. Do la sau nay diwoe tro thanh mét hoa st manga. Nhwwng toi khong noi
Vo'l ai, bdi vi toi vé rdt do. Pdc biét la voi ngwoi ban Kugimiya, t6i khong
ddm ndoi ra vi xdu ho. Kugimiya ciing dang hwong dén muc tiéu tro thanh
hoa sT manga nhwng tai vé tranh cua cdu ay thi téi khong thé’ nao sdnh
bdng. Ngoai ra trong bai vin nay, Tsukumi con viét ra y twdng cu th€ vé
viéc minh mudn vé mdt cau chuyén nhw th€ nao. D6 sé 1a cau chuyén ke veé
cac nha khoa hoc thién tai than trach vé viéc moi treong trai da't bi hay
hoai nén da nghi t&i chuyén tao ra mot khong gian o d€ tiéu diét trai dat
thye.”

Mayo nin lang. C6 kinh ngac dén khong th€ th6t nén 1oi. Cau chuyén
Takeshi vira néi chaalng phéi ciling chinh la ndi dung cia Mé cung nhitng bo
ndo do hay sao?

“Sau khi nhén phong thw tr me Tsukumi, trén dwong téi ddy, cdu da mo
ra ki€m tra va ta hda 1én. Ciu khong thé d€ ngwoi khac nhin thdy thir nay
dwoc. Vi theé” cdu da cudng cudng ti€u huy nd. Vay ma trong phong thw lai
xud't hién mot thir y nhw vay. Ciu hoang loan nhw thé€” cling 1a dwong nhién
thoi.”

Kugimiya mit méo xéch, nhin khép lwot xung quanh. “Pay 12 cdi biy.
Ta't cd moi thir...”

“Nhirng ngwoi khac khdong hay biét gi ca. Mot tay tdi thu x&p chuyén
nay. C4u chuah bj sin tw twdng di thoi.”



Kugimiya run 14y bay, doan xoay gét va bét dau chay. Cau ta mé cinh
ctra & phia sau lop, lao ra ngoai.

Haraguchi 1ién dirng diy. Nhung r'6i cau néi “Khong can dudi theo dau”,
ctua Takeshi da ngdn cu aYy lai.

Chi 14t sau, ho nghe tha’y ti€ng thét phat ra ti hanh lang. Ti€ng thét dinh
tai nhirc 6c, vira nhw ti€ng kéu gao, vira nhw ti€ng la hét.

Haraguchi lai chay ra, song Ian nay Takeshi khong can nwa. Ti€p ndi
Haraguchi, Numakawa va Kashiwagi cling ra khoi 16p. Tha'y Momoko chay
di, Mayo ciing voi vang theo sau.

Ra d&n hanh lang, ho thdy trrdc méit 12 mot canh twong bat ngo. Rat
dong ngudi dang bét gitt mot ngudi dan dng. K& bi tém chinh 12 Kugimiya.
Va dirng canh c4u ta la Kakitani.

Nhan ra Mayo, Kakitani lién ti€n d€n gan.

“Chuing t6i da bit dwoc ciu ta trong lic ciu ta dang chay 1én san thwong.
C6 1€ cau ta dinh nhay xuéng.”

“Tai sao cac anh lai & day?”

“Ching t6i nhan dwoc lién lac tir anh Kamio Takeshi, chi cia ¢6. Anh &y
mudn ching t6i canh chirng phong hoc nay va bit gitr ké nao chay ra khdi
dé, béi dd’y chinh la hung thu sat hai bd ¢6.”

Kugimiya bj canh sét din di. Trwde khi chitng kién cadnh 4y, Mayo quay
tré vao 1&p hoc. Song, khdng tha'y bong dang Takeshi & d6 nira.

Nhin 1én buc giang, co thiy chi€c kinh gong tron van con trén mit ban.



Nam 1op 7, Kugimiya Katsuki va Tsukumi Naoya hoc chung mot 16p. Mot
bén 1a cau thi€u ni€n gidn di, khong cé gi noi bat, con bén kia 1a cdu thi€u
nién noi ti€ng, dwore nhi€u nguwoi yéu mén, 1€ thwong tinh khé ma nghi
ring hai con nguwdi Ay lai ¢6 th€ gan giii v&i nhau, vdy ma nhd mot co
duyén bat ngd, khoang cdch gitra hai ngwdi da ngay 1ap tie thu hep hin lai.

Mot hom, sau khi vé nha, Kugimiya mé cdp xach ra, thd’y trong dé c6
chi€c hop dung biit ma ciu chwa nhin thd'y bao gio. Cdu nhéin ra ngay la
minh da cam nham cdp xach. Hom dé dén lwgt Kugimiya treec nhat. Trong
lic don dep, cau da bd cap ngoai hanh lang, rad't c6 thé€ ai d6 da d€ chiéc cap
y nhw vady gan cap cla cau.

bung luc Kugimiya dang nghi xem nén lam th&€ nao thi nha c6 khach.
Chi 14t sau, me goi ciu. Ba ndi c6 ban cung 1op cdu dén tham. Kugimiya tw
hdi khéng bi€t do 1a ai, khi ra dé€n ctra, cdu thd'y Tsukumi dang dirng do.
Thay ban cam theo chi€c cdp x4ch, Kugimiya lién vo 1€.

“Xin 16i nhé, chic t& bi nhdm,” Tsukumi chia cip xdch vé phia
Kugimiya.

Sau khi nhan 18y, Kugimiya bén ki€m tra bén trong, thdy d6 ding la cdp
ctia minh.

Cau voi va quay vao phong d€ 187y chi€c cdp con lai. Lic dua né cho
Tsukumi, cau ta chging budn nhin vao bén trong ma da gat dau: “U, céi nay
cta t&.” Sau d6, khong hi€u sao Tsukumi t6 ra khé xi&, doan mé 1oi: “Ma
nay, vi khong biét 1a cdp cla ai nén t& dd mé ra xem thit bén trong mot
chit. T nghi 1a phai mau chéng dem tra...”

“A, vy ha? Ciing phai nhi?”

Chié€c cap xach khong deé tén.

“Thé 1a, sao nhi, t& da 166 xem cai d6,” Tsukumi gai d4u. “Mot cdi tdi
khdc la hon ma 8y.”

“A.” Kugimiya bt gidc thot 1én.



b6 1a tdc pham truyén tranh ma dao &y Kugimiya vé€. Moi khi cau khong
mang né dén treong nhung hom do tinh co thé nao cdu lai bod vao cap vi
nghi ¢ th€ minh s€ tim tai liéu tham khao & thw vién.

“Céi d6 la cau v€ a?”

“Dung vay...”

Vira dap Kugimiya vira cdm thay lo lang. Khong biét Tsukumi c6 cudi
nhao hay coi thwong ciu khéng nira.

Song, cau n6i ma Tsukumi thot ra sau do6 lai la: “Siéu that. Cau ve€ gidi
th& con gi. TS ba't ngo 1dm &y. T ¢t twdng 14 chuyén gia ndo vé co.”

“A, vay w...” Kugimiya khong khoi ngac nhién va ling ting. Phan rng
clia d6i phrrong hoan toan nim ngoai dy dodn ciia cu.

“Pa thé cot truyén con thd vi nira chie. Mot khi da doc 1a to khong the
dwng lai dwoec.”

Nhitng 1¢i Tsukumi néi ra bang giong diéu nhiét thanh &y nghe khong
giong 1oi néi doi hay ting boc. C6 the it nhidu cu ta cling cin rirt vi da tliy
tién doc nd, song Kugimiya cé th& cdm nhan rang Tsukumi dang néu 1én
nhfrng cam nghi thyc sy cda minh. Néu vay, dwong nhi€n Kugimiya ciling
chang 18y 1am kho chju. Cau that tha dap: “Cam on cau.”

“Ngoai ra con ntra khong?”

“Ha, ngoai ra la sao?...”

“Cau con vé gi nira khong 4y. Chic da’y khong phai truyén tranh dau tién
cdu vé dau nhi? Phai c6 nhirng truyén khac ma cdu ting vé tw tredc dén
gio’ chir?”

“Cai do, w thi, cling ¢6 mot vai truyén ntra.”

“Hin 12 the’ {‘Gi. Khong phdi tir nhi€n ma ciu v€ duoc truyén d6 dau nhi,”
Tsukumi néi bang giong than phuc, sau d6 cdu ta vira gai ngén tay 1€n thai
dwong, vira nhin Kugimiya. “Céau khdng cho ai doc nhirng thir d6 sao?”

“Pung vay. To chra cho ai doc bao gio'.”

“Thé& ha? K& cling phi ghé. B&i truyén tranh 1a d€ doc con gi. Phai cho
ngwoi khac doc thi méi ¢ ¥ nghia chir. Khong ding sao?”

“Khong phai, t& ciing nghi the”...” Kugimiya hit mot hoi, doan nhin
Tsukumi bang 4nh mét e d&. “Né&u dworc, hay ciu doc thik nhé?”

“Thé& ciing dwoc sao?” Nét mit Tsukumi bdng sang bung.



“T& néi trude 1a chiing d& 1dm da’y. Tai t& vé tir hoi tredre ma.”

“Khong sao hét,” Tsukumi ryc rich c&i do6i giay the thao.

Kugimiya lién din Tsukumi vao phong, cho ban xem mdt vai tdc pham
truy€n tranh ma ciu da vé dwoc cho dén luc ay. Pay la [an dau ti€n cau lam
chuyén nay. Von di Kugimiya thdm chi con chwa ting mdt fan moi ban be
vao phong. Gitra chirng, me cdu mang nwdc hoa qua va banh keo cho hai
dra, nom ba c6 vé ra't vui.

Céc tdc pham truyén tranh ma Kugimiya cho Tsukumi xem déu ngéin, cé
ca nhitng ciu chuyén chwa dén hoi két. Mic du vay, Tsukumi van lat dé&
tng trang nhw th€’ dang ngd'u nghién chiing. Nhin khu6én mét day nghiém
tic d6, Kugimiya biét cAu ban dang that sy dim minh vao ting tac pham.

Tsukumi lu6n mi€ng khen “Si€u qua, si€u qua,” va sau khi doc xong hét,
cAu beén nhin cham chim Kugimiya. “Kugimiya, ciu ding 12 thién tai daYy.
Tw h6i cdp mot cdu da vé dwoc nhirng thir nay roi ding khong? That
khong the tin ndi.”

“Khong... d&n mic dd’y dau,” mac du tdé ra khiém tdn, song Kugimiya
khong phai 1a khong thich thd.

“Ki€u gi ciu cling s€ tr¢’ thanh hoa s manga nhi?”

“Chuyén do, w thi, t& mong dwoc nhw vay.”

“Chéc chén ciu s& lam duoc. Bay gio cAu di vé dwoc nhw thé nay roi
nén sé khong van dé gi dau. Gidi that. That tuyét khi c6 mot ngwoi ban la
hoa si manga.”

Kugimiya khéng khoi gidt minh tredc cum tr “nguwoi ban” ma Tsukumi
vtra néi ra khong chit ngdp ngung. Ngay chinh ciu cling nhan ra mat minh
dang dé wng 1én roi.

Song, ¢ vé nhu Tsukumi khong hé y thirc ring minh vira néi ra mot diéu
ddc biét.

“Nay, t& k€ cho moi nguoi & treong chuyén ciu vé truyén tranh cling
dwoc nhi?” Tsukumi hdi bang giong than thién.

“Ay dirng, chuyén dé6 thi hoi...”

“Tai sao?”

“Thi cdu biét day, c6 the’ho sé tréu choc t&.”

Nghe vay, Tsukumi ben xua manh tay.



“Sao ¢6 chuyén dé dwgrc? Giad du cé dira nao ndi gi thi ciu chi viéc cho
n6 xem cdi nay la dwore. To cam doan nd s€ ngdm miéng ngay. Con néu né
van tiép tuc néi nhirng diéu nyc cwdi thi d€ t¢ thuyét gido cho né mot tran.
T& s€ bao, sau nay Kugimiya ma tré thanh hoa si manga noi ti€ng thi may
hay quy xudng ma xin 16i ban &y.”

Trong long Kugimiya, losi Tsukumi vira néi vang 1én mot cach day tin
cdy. Gio thi cdu da hi€u 1y do vi sao Tsukumi khong chi dworc td't cd moi
nguwoi kiéng n€ ma ai nd’y déu dya dim vao ciu 4y. Tém lai, Tsukumi 12
ngwoi ¢6 tA'm 10ng bao la, rong 16mn.

K€ tir ngay hdm d6, hai dira da tré thanh ban be thyc sy. Phian 1on chi
dé ho n6i dé€n xoay quanh nhirng tic pham truyén tranh do Kugimiya v&.
Khong phai Kugimiya ty minh k€ 1€ ma chinh Tsukumi da hoi cau hét cai
nay dén céi khiac. Lam thé€ nao cau nghi ra dwoc cOt truyén nhw the€, cau
quyé&t dinh ngoai hinh, ddng vé& cho nhan vit cia minh bing cich ndo...
Tsukumi t6 ra ra't hirng thd véi cai dwge goi 1a qua trinh sdng tac.

“Phim dién anh hay c6 nhirng canh quay hau treong ding khong? Nhiéu
khi t& thd'y xem cdi d6 con thi vi hon ca xem phim that &y ch.” Tsukumi
da twng néi nhw vay.

Tré thanh ban ctia Tsukumi, cudc s6ng cua Kugimiya & treong hoc tré
nén dé chju d&nh mirc khodng thoi gian tredre d6 khong the ndo sanh bing.
Bay 1du nay thd’y Kugimiya hién lanh nén dam ban ddo d€ thwong gi cho
cdu cong viéc tric nhat day phién todi, nhwng gior thi tuyét nhién khong
con chuyén dé nura.

Ay vay ma, 1én dén 16p 8, Tsukumi phai nhap vién vi bénh mau tring.
Trong ciu 4y rat manh mé&, ct nhwr bénh tat hoan toan khong ddy mo' ré m4
gi dén clu 4y, thé’ nén khi nghe tin, Kugimiya ngd 13 phai ¢6 sy nham lan
g1 do.

Di nhién, gan nhw ngdy nao Kugimiya cting d&€n thim Tsukumi. Mdi T4n
nhw vay, cdu lai cho Tsukumi doc ti€p truyén cli hodc mot tic pham maoi.
Mic du co' th€ mdi ngay mot y&u nhweng Tsukumi tuyét doi khong than thé
lo’i nao.

Song, gio’ phit chia tay da dén diy dwong dot. D6 1a h'6i Kugimiya 1én
16p 9 chwra dwge bao lau.



Hai ngay sau, I€ canh linh ctru dwgc t chirc, hom sau nira la 1€ dwa tang.
Kugimiya di cting cc ban dén viéng va tién dwa Tsukumi. Nim trong linh
cru, ngwdi ban than thiét &y chi con bé bing mot nira so véi hoi khde
manh. C6 diéu, nhin mit cdu &y gidng nhu dang nim ngd mot cach day
thanh than, chi riéng diéu d6 da ctru rdi Kugimiya.

Sau tang 1&, me Tsukumi cA' ti€ng goi Kugimiya. C6 4y mudn Kugimiya
dén nha minh trong mdt ngay gan nhat.

“C6 mudn chdu d&n nhan mot thir. Naoya da nho ¢6, né bao khi nao con
nh&m mét xudi tay thi me hay dwa thit nay cho Kugimiya. Thing bé d¢ thi
d6 trong mot phong thw 16n, dan keo can than 14m. N6 con diin cd: ‘Ddy la
bi mdt gitta bon con trai vo'i nhau, me tuyét doi khéng dwoc mo ra xem dau
day.”

Kugimiya nghiéng dau. Khong bi€t dé 1a bi mat gi nhi? Cau khong nghi
ra gi ca.

Ngay hom sau, Kugimiya d€n tham nha Tsukumi. Me Tsukumi dwa cho
cdu mot phong thw ¢ A4. Cau doan khdng chirng d6 1a nhat ky. Kugimiya
chic m4m hai dira di néi chuyén v&i nhau rat that long, khong gidu giém
diéu gi, nhwng v€ phan Tsukumi, hoan toan c6 kha nang ciu &y con nhirng
dréu chwa th€ bdc bach. Cheamg han nhw ndi s¢ hdi tredc bénh tat hay cai
ché&t. C6 th€ cdu Ay da bi mat vi€t ra nhirtng suy nghi y&€u dudi cua minh.
Néu ding 1a nhw vay thi Kugimiya ra't hieu 1y do vi sao cdu &y khong
mudn cho me minh xem.

Kugimiya ngay 1ap tirc cdm phong thw &y vé nha va vao phong md ra
xem. Bén trong dung mdt quyén v& ¢ Ion. Nhin bia vé, Kugimiya khong
khoi stmg sot. O’ d6 ghi dong chi “SE 'y twdmg”.

Kugimiya rd't ba't ngo khi 14t trang bia ra. Bén trong chi chit cht. Khi
doc th, cau cang kinh ngac hon nira. B6 khong phai nhat ky hay h'6i ky gi
ca. Nhirng dong chtr dwore viét & d6 la ban phac thao cia mdt cau chuyén.
Khoéng nhirng thé” con la cau chuyén cia riéng cau aYy.

C6 khoing mudi cAu chuyén ti't cd, c6 nhitng ciu chuyén ngén géi gon
trong mot trang gidy va cling ¢c6 nhirng cau chuyén dan trdi trén nhiéu
trang. O chd nay chd kia, Tsukumi con vé nhitng hinh minh hoa c6 vé 1a cic
nhén vat trong truyén.



Thi ra 1a nhw vay, Kugimiya c6 cam giac nhw vira giai dap dwge diéu bi
an chon giadu sudt nhi€u nam.

Tsukumi ciing dm hoai bdo tré thanh hoa si manga. Kugimiya khong bi€t
ciu ay c6 woc mo trd thanh mot hoa si chuyén nghiép hay khong, song
chic chin ciu 4y da mudn thik ty minh v& truyén tranh. Cudn vé nay chinh
12 bwdc chuah bi. Xem ra viéc Tsukumi d€ méit d&n Kugimiya va mudn két
ban v&i cdu la vi cdu Ay cam thdy gan giii voi ngwoi cung chung khat
vong.

Vay tai sao Tsukumi lai khong thanh thyc n6i ra nhi? Chi ¢an ciu &y néi
ring minh cling mudn vé truyén tranh, cho dit Kugimiya khong dén mirc
dwa ra dworc 10 khuyén thi cling van ¢6 ra't nhiéu diéu hai dira cé the thdo
luan dwoe voi nhau kia ma.

Nhin nhirng hinh minh hoa ma Tsukumi v€, Kugimiya dodn c6 1€ 1y do
chi don thuén 1a vi cdu &y cam thd’y xau ho ma thoi.

Thi thye, khé ma néi ring Tsukumi 12 ngudi vé gidi. B& cuc khong can
doi, nét vé cling khong dep. Nhan vat nam trong khong ngau, nhan vat nw
nhin ciing chang d& thwong. T& h'6i hoc cAp mot, Kugimiya di c6 the vé
dep hon thé nay gd’p ma’y Ian roi.

Chéc han ban than Tsukumi cling ty y thiee dugre diéu d6. Chinh vi thé,
cho du da phac thao cau chuyén ma minh nghi ra, cdu &y ciing khong vé
thanh truyén tranh. Hoac c6 th€ cau dy cling dinh vé nhwng nhin truyén
tranh ciia Kugimiya, cu &y cam thdy sdc vi tranh ctia minh khong th€ nao
dich ndi nén danh tw bd. Ngim ra thi Tsukumi tteng néi: Gid ma minh ciing
cO tai nang gidng nhr Kugimiya.

Kugimiya khong khdi nghi rang, néu Tsukumi chju néi ra thi t5t biet
ma’y. Ngay ca trong s6 nhirng hoa si manga chuyén nghiép cling c6 nhirng
ngudi khong gidi v& cho 1dm. Chi cin luyén tip, ai ciing c6 thé vé& dwoc
nhirng birc tranh & mirc tam tam. Ciing c6 nhirng phong cach vé tranh dwgc
doc gia yéu thich, nhwng du gi y&u t&° quan trong nha't van 13 ¢t truyén.

Vé di€m do...

Nhirng cau chuyén ma Tsukumi vi€t trong v&, truyén nao truyén nay déu
ra't hap dan. C6 truyén khoa hoc vién twdng, phiéu Iwu mao hi€m, ciing c6
truyén tuoi hoc tro truyén trinh tham. Truyén nao cting day tinh doc déo,



khong c6 truyén nao gy cam gidc la dwgc xao xdo lai tor mot tac pham da
cé tw truedre.

bic biét, Kugimiya bi cuén hiit manh mé bé&i mot tac pham d6 s dwoc
dat tén 1a Pai chién Zero—One. Tac pham 18y bdi canh trong twwong lai gan.
Nhirng nha khoa hoc thién tai cdm thay bi quan trwedc viéc moi treong trai
dat bi hily hoai di ciing cic dong chi ctia minh trén khip thé gidi chim vao
gid’c ngh lanh 1€o. Ho két ndi nao minh v&i mdy tinh va sdng trong mot
khong gian do rong 1on. Khéng nhirng thé ho con diéu khi€én mang ludi
dién nham phd hiy thé gi¢i thuc. P& ngin chiin viéc nay chi con cich ctt ai
da’y dot nhap vao khdng gian o va ding chwong trinh ki€m soat d6. Nguoi
dwore chon thye hién nhiém vu &y chinh 1a nhan vat chinh, v6n ting 1a nha
tham hi€m th&” gidi, nay vi tai nan nén chin tay khéng con ctt ddong duwoc
ntra. C6 that 1a clu ta s€ ctru dwore thé” gidi hay khong... Pai chién Zero—
One c6 nd1 dung hoanh trang nhw vay.

That dang ti€c, tan day long Kugimiya da nghi vdy. Néu chuyén thanh
truyén tranh, th€ nao né cling tré thanh kiét tac.

Kugimiya cho quyén v& vao phong thw roi nhét 1én gia sach. Cau ty nha
ngay ca khi nha bj chdy thi chi riéng thir nay cdu s€ s6ng chét dem ra ngoai.

Tuy nhién, mot thoi gian sau, Kugimiya da lang quén bao bdi quan trong
dé. Viéc dwa nhirng y twong cia minh thanh cac tdc pham hoan thié€n da du
choan hét tam tri cau.

Lén cAp ba, Kugimiya bit dau ding céc tic pham ctia minh 1&n tap chi
truyén tranh va da cé may an duoc binh chon 13 tic phdm xua't sic. Sau
khi t&'t nghiép, Kugimiya vao mot treong dai hoc dan 14p & Tokyo song ciu
chaalng thi€t tha gi chuyén hoc hanh. Cdu mu6n c6 thoi gian d€ vé truyén
tranh.

Cudi cung, mot bién tip vién ¢ nha xud't ban da ti€p can Kugimiya, trao
cho ciu co’ hdi dang bai 1én tap chi truyén tranh. Kugimiya cho anh ta xem
mot vai tdic pham tap sy ciia minh, trong d6 Mot cdi t6i khdc la hon ma da
lot vao mit xanh clia anh ta, va sau khi dwoc Kugimiya v& lai, né da tré
thanh tdc pham trinh lang cua céu.

Sau d6 con c¢6 vai tdc pham khac cling dwoe dang 1€n tap chi. Song tac
pham nao cling ngin, mai van khong c6 tac phadm nao d& ding tai dai ky.



Nguwoi phu trach da néi véi Kugimiya rang: “Thém mot bude nira thoi,
ciu van coOn thi€u cdi gi d6.”

“Cac tac pham clia cdu tr tredc dén gio cling hay ddy. Nhung sao t6i
khong th€ cdm nhén dwore strc 16i cudn, ki€u nhw né qué c¢6 dong, hodc cé
theé néi cau chuyén qua nhd bé. V€ phan minh, tdi mong c6 thém mdt tac
pham birt phd khoi thit gi d6. Néu ¢6 mot tdc phadm nhw vdy, ti sdn sang
xin phép céu cho ding tai dinh ky ngay bay gio.”

Cau n6i d6 mic dau khi€n Kugimiya ton thwong song ciu ciling thwa
nhén didng la nhw vay. Biéu anh ta chi ra cho cdu, chinh ban than ciu ciling
da nhin raroi.

“Cau d2 bat tay vao tdc pham tiép theo chuwa?”

“Chua, sip stra thoi.”

“Thé& ciu da c6 y twdng chwa? Né&u c6 roi thi nha't dinh phai néi cho toi
nghe nhé.”

“Chuyén d6... T6i cling c6 mot vai y twdng roi.”

Kugimiya quyét dinh trinh bay y twedng tdc pham ti€p theo ma cau dang
dinh v€. Song ciu khong khéi b'on chon khi nhin nét mat ngwoi phu trach.
Trong anh ta khdng ¢6 vé gi hirng thu.

“Trwdc mét ciu ctr v& thir di, khi ndo xong thi lién hé tdi. D€ tdi xem roi
chiing ta s€ ban ti€p. Nhiéu khi phdi chuyén thanh truyén tranh ma&i thdy
an trong hoan toan thay doi ma.”

Tém lai, y anh ta 1a n€u chi nghe y twedng khong thoi thi chwa thady hap
dan.

R6t cudc minh phai vé€ mot cau chuyén nhw thé nao méi dwoe day?

Vé dén nha, Kugimiya thi nghi lai y tedng ma ciu vwa trinh bay véi
ngwoi phu trach, ding 1a &n twong ma nd dem lai hoi ngheéo nan. Mac du
d6 1a dé tai ma ban than Kugimiya cdm tha’y dé v&, song 14t ngwoc lai van
dé thi th& gidi clia ciu chwa rong mé. Cau dang c¢6 gbi gon né chi trong
pham vi kié€n thirc ctia minh. Ngay ca tac pham Mot cdi téi khdc la hon ma
cling khéng chéch mot bwde khoi doi song thwong nhét.

Thoi gian ci troi di trong khi Kugimiya van chwa ndy ra deoc y twdng
ndo dang k&, cdm gidc ndn néng bit dau blia vay 18y cau. N&u ctt méi mai
khong v€ dwoc gi thé nay, khong ching nguwoi phu trach d6 sé phat chan
cdu mat. Bdi v&i anh ta ma néi, Kugimiya chéng qua chi 1a mot ké tap sw



non nét trong hing ha sa s& nhitng hoa si manga c¢6 thé cé triéh vong ma
thoi.

Gitra lic Kugimiya dang phién mudn vé chuyén d6 thi bdng mot ngay
no, ciu swc nhd d&n quyén vé cta Tsukumi. N6 vAn nidm nguyén trong
thuing carton, tr ngay 1én Tokyo cdu chwa mé ra 18y mot Ian.

Cau beén 16i quyén v& do ra, trong dau khong nghi gi sau xa. Cau ciling
khong dinh vay mwon ¥ twdng d6. Cau cho ring I'4n dau doc thi tha’y thd vi
nhu’ng 10t cude do chi 1a suy nghi ctia mdt hoc sinh cap hai. Gio doc lai
chic hin cu s@ thd’y n6 that 4u tri. Nhung Kugimiya van doc lai mot I4n
nira trén tinh than c¢6 the s€ thu lwgm dwoc goi v gi do.

Va roéi, mot [an ntra, cdu cam thd’y an twong manh mé.

Pung la ciing ¢6 nhiéu phan tré con va don gian qua. Song Kugimiya
van phai cam phuc trede sy doc ddo clia y twdng cdt 16i. Sy kinh ngac clia
cau trong Tan dau ti€én muc s thi quyeén vo khong phai do gidc gi ca. Quyén
vo nay chinh 1la mot kho tang y twdng ddy moi la.

Tsukumi thwong goi Kugimiya la thién tai, song ciu nhan ra phai la
ngwoc lai moi ding. Chinh Tsukumi m&i 1a thién tai. Chi don gian la cdu
ay chwa c6 dwoc nhirng k¥ nang d€’ bién y twdng thanh hinh ma thoi.

TAt ca nhitng ¥ twdng ma Tsukumi d€ lai trong cudn vé d6 déu xuit sic
nhung 16i cu6n hon ca, qua nhién van 1a Pqi chién Zero—One. DA c¢6 nhiéu
tdc pham truyén tranh, tro choi dién t¢ hay phim anh khai thac dé tai khong
gian 30, song viéc gin né v&i vaAn dé hdy hoai moi truong & thé gidi hién
thie lai 1a mot di€ém mdi mé. That khong the tin day lai 1a y twedng ctia mot
hoc sinh cdp hai.

Chi tiét nhan vat chinh vén dang nim liét giwong lai c6 thé ty do ctt
dong trong thé& gidi o cling ra't cudn hit. Ra't ¢6 th€ Tsukumi da I'6ng ghép
hinh 4nh d6 v&i ban than minh dang nam trén giwdng bénh d& mé rong y
tedng.

K€t ngay hom d6, Pai chién Zero—One clt bam rit 13y tAm tri Kugimiya
khong roii. Mdc du ty nhd phai nghi ra cau chuyén cua riéng minh, vdy ma
cudi cung cdu da hinh dung cac nhan vit trong truyén va vé ra tir ldc nao
chealng hay.

bing vao thoi di€m d6, cidu nhan dwoc lién lac t ngwoi phu trach. Anh
ta nong 1ong mudn bi€t tinh hinh ti€n tri€n d€n dau roi.



Kugimiya tra 1&: rang cau dang chuéh bi bét tay vao vé.

“T&t qua. Y twdng cta cau la gi?”

Lic anh ta héi nhw vay, Kugimiya bén néu ra y twéng. Khong gi khac, d6
chinh 1a ndi dung cta Dai chién Zero—One.

Mic du Kugimiya chi gidi thich ngén gon, song rd rang phan rng ctia doi
phuong da khéc hin Tan trude.

“Mot tac pham d6 s6, hoan toan khac so voi cac tac pham tredc day nhi?
To6i tha'y hay ddy. Cau hay vé tht di, chi can doan m& dau thdi cling dworc.
Khong can phai c¢d nan ra doan két dau.”

Nghe giong diéu cia nguoi phu trach, Kugimiya c6 th€ cam nhan dwoc
si sOt sing clia anh ta.

Trong long Kugimiya, cdm giac yén tAm va mic cam toi 16i xen 1an v&i
nhau. Mot mit ciu cdm thdy cudi cing minh ciing sip stta ti€h 1én dwoc
mot bwdc, nhirng mat khac ciu ciing phan van khong biét liéu minh chi€m
doat tdc pham cua Tsukumi nhw vy c6 dwgrc hay khong.

C6 diéu, Tsukumi da khong con trén c¢di doi nay ntra. Chung nao
Kugimiya con chwa v& thi Pai chiéi Zero—One con chwa dwgre nim dudi
anh sang mat troi. Quan trong hon ca, khong mot ai bi€t d6 1a tac pham cuaa
Tsukumi.

Kugimiya quy€t tam v€ tdc pham d6. Pay khong phai Iic d€ do dy. Néu
vut mi't thoi co nay, khong chirng cdu sé vinh vién khong con co hdi dwoc
dang truyén dai ky trén tap chi nwra.

Nhirng ngay sau d6, Kugimiya danh hét tam tri d€ vé khong ngurng nghi.
Khoang mdt thang sau, cdu 6m theo tic pham da hoan thanh dén nha xuat
ban. Ngwoi phu trach ngdi doc ngay tai chd, thé’ roi nét mit anh ta tré nén
nghiém tuc hin, cudi cung anh ta n61 “Cau doi toéi mot 1at,” roi mang theo
tap truyén tranh do, bi€n di dau mat.

Mot lic sau, nguoi phu trach quay tré lai, theo sau 1a mot ngwoi dan 6ng
da c6 tudi. Nhan 18y tAm danh thi€p Ong ta dwa cho, Kugimiya bdng tré
nén cing thang. D6 chinh 1a tdng bién tap.

Nhitng gi dién ra sau d6 nim ngoai dw dodn ctia Kugimiya. Ho ngd y hdi
xem ciu c6 mudn ding dai ky bat dau tir tp truyén tranh ma ciu vira vé
Ian nay hay khong. Trwdc mét, ho sé& thir ding khodng mudi ky, néu dwoc
danh gia td't thi s€ cr thé” dang tiép.



Kugimiya khong thé tin ngay vao chuyé&n nay. Giong cau khi néi ra cau
“To6i s& cd ging,” nghe thit run rdy. Phii d&n khi vé nha, cA't danh thiép
cta vi tong bién tdp vao ngan kéo ban, trong long Kugimiya méi day 1én
cam gidc rang day 1a sy that.

Kugimiya da trai qua nhiéu Ian trao d6i qua lai v&i ngwoi phu trach. Tiéu
dé tac pham dwore doi tw Dai chién Zero—One sang Mé cung nhitng b ndo
do. Ho ciing thém thit cho cdc nhan vat. Tuy nhién, Vé co ban thi cot
truyén van nhw cii.

Va nhu th&, tic pham bit dau dwoc ding tai dai ky. Ky dau tién k& vé
chuyén nguwdi cia chinh phii tim d&n nha nhan vat chinh hién dang nim liét
girong sau mot vu tai nan, trong bdi canh thé gi¢i dang hirng chiu thiét hai
do bién doi khi hiu gay ra. Cau thoai “Chi ¢6 cdu m&i cliru dwge trai dat
nay,” xud't hi€n ¢ phan canh cudi cung.

Vao ngay phat hanh tap chi, sudt tee saing Kugimiya da thap thém khong
yén. Khong bi€t doc gia s€ ¢6 cam nghi nhu thé nao. Nghi bung ctr thé nay
cing chealng bi€t dwoc diéu gi, Kugimiya bén tho' than ghé qua mdt hi€u
sach gan nha.

Do hay d& cua tac pham dwoe danh gid thong qua k&t qua khao sat tw
ddc gia. Vai ngay sau khi phat hanh, Kugimiya nhan dwoc lién lac, thong
bdo tdc pham cua ciu ding thir nam trong bang x&p hang cac tic pham
dwore yéu thich. Kugimiya khdng xac dinh dwoc két qua nay la tdt hay xau,
theo loi ngwoi phu trach thi ¢ vé nhw 1a “tam dwoc”.

Trong khodng mot thoi gian sau d6, tac pham van ding & vi tri thir ndm
hodc th& sdu, nhung khi nhan vt chinh chinh thirc budc vao cudc phiéu
lru & the gidi 4o thi thir hang cla tic pham ciling bt dau dwoc nang Ién.
Theo 101 nguoi phu trach thi sy d67 14p gitra viéc nhan vat chinh trong doi
thyc dang ndm liét giwong nhung lai x6ng x40 nhu mot siéu anh hing &
khong gian ao da dwoec ddc gia don nhan ndng nhiét.

Cudi cung Mé cung nhitng by ndo do ciing gianh dwoc vi tri din dAu
trong bang x&p hang cdc tac pham dwgc yéu thich va dwoce kéo dai thoi
gian ding dai ky. Sy kién dé da cing cd long ty tin cho Kugimiya, ring
minh ¢ di nang lyc cia mdt nha sang tac truyén tranh. Cau da thuy€ét phuc
bd me va bdé ngang dai hoc.



R6t cudc series Mé cung nhitng b ndo do da kéo dai gan mwoi nam,
mac du gitra ching ciing ¢c6 mot vai Tan tam nghi. Néu mudn, khdng ching
Kugimiya van con c6 the kéo dai thém nita. Y twdng Ay dé dang mé rong
d&n murc d6 kia ma.

Sau khi két thiic series, Kugimiya da nhan tra 1o:i mot vai bai phdng van.
Cau hoi dau tién ma ai cling dat ra cho cau chinh la “Lam th& nao cdu nghi
ra dwg'c mot cau chuyén d'6 s dén nhu vay?”

CAu di tra 1o ring: “H6i m&i ra mét doc gia, toi hay 18y cdm hing tir
nhirng di€u xay ra thwong ngay, dé€n khi nguoi phu trach nha xud't ban gép
y 1a t61 nén phd vor vo boc cua minh hon ntra, t6i ben nghi hay 1a minh 137y
bdi canh la toan bo trai da't nay, n€u dworc thi tao thém mdt trai da't ntra &
khong gian do roi cting 18y d6 1am bdi canh ludn, d€ roi cudi cung khi toi
vé thir trén tinh than hoi gidng nhw ki€u danh Iiéu mdt phen thi lai nhan
dwore danh gia t6t tv moi ngwoi.”

Puwong nhién, Kugimiya khong ddam da dong gi d&€n cudn vo& cua
Tsukumi, song ban than c4u ciing khong ty ¥ thitc dwge rang minh dang doi
trd. Sudt ngay cau chi nghi d&€n Mé cung nhirng b ndo do. Khong biét tw
ldc ndo ciu bat dau cé cadm gidc moi thit déu do minh ty tao ra.

Mé cung nhitng bo ndo do dwoe chuyén the€ thanh phim hoat hinh va
cling lai gdy dwoc ti€hg vang 16n. C6 khi phai néi rang chinh nhé bd phim
hoat hinh &y ma dw luan bi€t nhi€u hon dén tac pham cua cau.

Thai d6 clia moi ngwoi xung quanh ciing thay doi. Nhitng ngwoi & nha
xud't ban tredrc ddy ting nhin ciu v&i thai do trich thuegng thi nay cling
quay ra tAng boc cau d&n mtrc 16 liéu. Khong mot ai ddm trdi ¥ cAu.

Ngay ca & qué hwong, Kugimiya ciing ba't ngo dwoc ddi x&¢ nhw ngwoi
huing. R'6i thi ké hoach xay dung Ngdi nha mé cung do dwge dé xwdong. Ho
ky hop dong thong qua nha xuad't ban nén mai sau nay Kugimiya m&i biét
nha thau chinh la cong ty xay dueng Kashiwagi. H61 con hoc cap mot, cau
da bj tay Kashiwagi Koudai, pho giam doc cong ty &y bit nat ra tro. Mic
du c6 1€ ban than cdu ta chang con nhéd gi nra. Pidc biét phai k& dén
Kokonoe Ririka. C6 &y da 18y dwoc thong tin lién lac ctia Kugimiya tir nha
xu&'t ban. Hinh nhu Kokonoe d4 néi v&i ngwdi phu trach ring: “Kugimiya
la cu ban khéc gi¢i than thi€t nha't cha toi thoi cdp hai.”



Thoi cap hai, Kokonoe Ririka chinh 1a than twong cia Kugimiya va phai
n6i thém rang d6 1a ngudi khién cau khiép so thi ding hon 13 cdm mén.
Cau cho ring minh khong xtng dem long quy mén ngwdi ban géi 4y. Cau
tham chi con khong nhé Kokonoe Ririka tirng néi chuyén t t& véi minh
chir dng néi dé€n chuyén hai ngwei than nhau. Hay tin nguoi con gédi 8y
mudn gdp minh, Kugimiya bong thd’y 1ong lang lang.

Qua nhién sau mwoi may nam gép lai, Ririka da trd nén ra't xinh dep. C6
mang dam nét quyén rd cia mdt phu nt trwdng thanh, ldc chao hodi
Kugimiya con ching thdt nén 167

Viy ma vé phan Ririka, c6 lai bat ngo goi ciu bang tén hdy Katsuki.
Chuyén d6 chua tirng xdy ra h'i cap hai. Mac du biét muc dich cda Ririka
12 vi chuyén 1am #n, song Kugimiya van 14"y lam vui mirng. Ririka néi ring
c6 mudn hd tro' trong moi cdng viéc lién quan d&n nha xudt ban cla
Kugimiya va ngd y dworc dong hanh cuing cdu, Kugimiya khéng c6 1y do gi
de tw choi.

Lidc nhan duoc loi moi tham dy budi hop 1op, Kugimiya cho d6 1a mét
co hoi t6t. Miic du dw 4n Ngéi nha mé cung do da chét yéu, song chic hin
nguwoi dan qué ciu van con trong cho vao nhitng dw dn khéc. CAu cam doan
khi minh tré vé qué nha, ngwoi ta s€ mang d€n cho cdu rat nhiéu dé xuat.
Cau mudn tryc ti€p 14ng nghe nhitng ¥ twdng dé thay vi phai thong qua nha
xud't ban. D1 nhién ciu cling mudn cho nhirng ngwoi ban cii thdy dwoc sy
thanh cong ctia minh. Tuy vay, ciu tw nhi phéi chd y khéng d€ nguoi khac
nghi minh la ké kiéu cang, ngao man.

Sau khi Kugimiya vé qué, moi chuyén dién ra ding nhw ciu dy dodn.
Hau nhw ngay nao cling cé nguoi lién lac véi ciu, dé xud't nhirng thuwong
vu xoay quanh tic pham Mé cung do. That may cho Kugimiya vi da c6
Ririka. Co 4y tuyén b v&i cdc bén rang minh déng vai tro ciu ndi va thuc
chat da ngan chan khong d€ moi ngwoi trye ti€p lién lac voi Kugimiya.
Ngay ca tay Kashiwagi d6 cling khong dam trdi loii Ririka. Lic nghe cau ta
nhin nhuc goi minh la “tién sinh”, Kugimiya nhw mé& co trong bung.

Ciing chinh Ririka 1a ngwoi dé nghi dé€n thim héi thdy Kamio. Co Ay
doan chung bon Kashiwagi s€ d&€n nho thdy Kamio ndi gitp d€ c¢6 dwoc sy
hop tac cia Kugimiya, vi thé ho phai chén trudc.

D3 1au khong gip, thdy Kamio tuy ¢ gia di phan ndo song nom thiy vin
ra't khde. Thay di biét dén sy thanh cong cia Kugimiya va néi ring thiy



ra’t ty hao veé diéu do. Luc nghe chuyén vEé bon Kashiwagi, thay dap “Thay
hiéu roi,” td y dd ndm rd sy tinh.

Théay Kamio lién lac lai voi Kugimiya vao ngay 2 thang 3 cla tuin sau
d6. Thay bao c¢6 chuyén mudn ndi lién quan d€n budi hop 1op va hdi xem
li€u hai thay tro cé th€ gdp nhau khong, vi vay ho da hen gap nhau vao toi
hom sau. Kugimiya khong dodn ra dwgc d6 la chuyén gi. Giong thay
Kamio trén dién thoai nghe khd vui vé nén cdu doan khong phai chuyén
nghi€ém trong.

Ngay hom sau, Kugimiya d&€n nha thay. Thay Kamio twoi cwoi, mé dau
cAu chuyén ring trong 1& twédng nhé Tsukumi, thdy mudn cong khai bai vin
cta ciu &Yy tredc mdt moi nguoi, khong bi€t nhw thé” cé van dé gi khong.

“Bai van cta Tsukumi &y a?”

“Em con nhé hdi méi 1én 1op 9, thdy da giao cho cac em viét mot bai
vin khong? Tsukumi mic dit dang nim vién nhung vAn ndp bai day da cho
thay. Sau do, thay khong con co hdi trd lai cho em &y nwra, thanh thi thay
da ca't gitr n6 cung v&i tuyén tap cac bai van td't nghiép cia bon em.”

“Vay hd thay? Em xin 18i, em khong nhé& 1dm. Nhung sao thiy lai hoi y
ki€n em vé chuyén nay?”

“Vi thay nghi ndi dung cuia bai van dé c6 lién quan d€n em.”

“Em u?”

“Em cit doc khic biét,” thdy Kamio lién chia ra may t& gidy dwoc ghim
lai v&i nhau. D6 1a loai gid’y viét van co B4.

Kugimiya Iién nhan 14y, dwa mét nhin xudng tip gidy. Trén d6 c6 nhitng
dong chit nin nét dwge viet bang biit chi. Nhin biit tich quen thudc cta
Tsukumi, Kugimiya khéng khdi tha'y nh¢ thwong. Chu @é cua bai vin dé la
“Uéc mo' ngay sau”. M& dau bang ciu: “Tdi c6 mot wéc mo.”

“Toi co mot woe mo. Do la sau nay dwgrc tré thanh mét hoa st manga.
Nhwng toi khong noi voi ai, boi vi toi vé rdt do. Pdc biét la voi ngwoi ban
Kugimiya, téi khong ddm ndi ra vi xdu ho. Kugimiya ciing dang hiwong dén
muyc tiéu tro thanh hoa si manga nhwng tai vé tranh cua cdu dy thi toi
khong thé’ nao sdnh bdng.”

Tay Kugimiya bat dau run ray khi doc tiép bai vin.

Tw doan gitra, Tsukumi da viét ra y twedng cu th€ vé viéc minh mudn vé
mot tdc pham truyén tranh nhw thé nao. K& hoach khung khi€p cta cic nha



khoa hoc thién tai mu6n st dung khong gian do d€ tiéu diét loai ngwoi. D6
chinh xac 1a Pai chién Zero—One. Tsukumi da viét twong doi chi ti€t chi
khong chi don gian la tém lwore.,

Lic Kugimiya doc xong va ngang mat 1€n khoéi xap ban thdo, thay
Kamio bén héi: “Em nghi thé nao?”

29

“Thé nao u?...

“Em ciling bi€t roi ding khong? Chuyén Tsukumi ciing khat khao tré
thanh hoa si manga &Yy. Trong bai, em &y vi€t la khong dam thG 16 v&i em
vi x&u ho, nhwng rot cudc Tsukumi lai tAm sy voi minh em thoi. C6 phai
vay khong?”

Tha'y Kugimiya im ldng khong ddp, Kamio bén néi: “Tac pham dé. Tac
pham tiéu bi€u ctia em v&i tén goi Mé cung nhitng bo ndo do. Lan dau tién
doc né, thdy da ngd ra. Vi thdy cé cam gidc minh da teng doc né & dau roi.
Mai sau thdy m&i nhé ra, d6 chinh la cau chuyén dwoe viét trong bai tap
lam van cta Tsukumi. Tai sao Kugimiya lai chuyén th€ cau chuyén ma
Tsukumi sang tac thanh mot taic pham truyen tranh nhi? Sau mot h'61 suy
nghi, thAy da hiu ra sy tinh. Phai r6i, chic hin Tsukumi da glri gdm né cho
em. Trede khi mat, Tsukumi da nho' em viéc d6 ding khong? Em &y mong
ring d&nh mot ldc ndo d6, em sé& chuyén ciu chuyén &y thanh truyén tranh.
D6 chinh 1a wéc nguyén ctia em &y. C6 phai vay khdng nhi?”

Kugimiya cirng hong. Mt sy hi€u nham ngoai sirc twdng twong. Song
nghi nhw vay ciling khong phai khdng c6 1y. Khi tha'y Kugimiya khong bac
bd ciu nao, Kamio xem ra cang tin chic vao diéu d6, thay néi tiép, anh mét
cang thém phan long lanh.

“Ngay khi nhan ra diéu do, thay da ra't xdic dong. S¢i day lién ket gitra
cac em md&i manh mé lam sao, tinh ban cta cic em mdi virng chii lam sao.
Tém lai Mé cung nhitng bo ndo do chinh la tic pham dong sang tac gitra
em va nguoi ban than thi€t da qua doi khi con tré. Nhirng cau chuyén cam
dong nhw thé" nay khéng cé nhiéu dau. Tw tredc dén gio, thay chwa ting k€
v&i ai vé bai vin ctia Tsukumi nhung khi nghe tin cdc em dinh t& chirc 18
twedng nhd Tsukumi trong budi hop lop, thdy chot nghi phai chiang day
chinh 1a co hdi d€ cho moi ngwoi bi€t chuyén nay.”

Nghe cau néi d6, Kugimiya cdm gidc nhw sdp stra c6 mdt con hoa mét
chong mat. Thay Kamio dinh doc to bai van nay tried'c mat moi nguoi w?



“Em tha’y sao? ThAy thi nghi cling khong c6 van dé gi cho 1dm.”

Nghe Kamio néi chuyén mot cach vo tw Iy nhw vay, Kugimiya chi chuc
bit miéng dng thay nay lai. Khong c6 van dé gi cho 1dm? Sao lai nhw vy
dwore kia ch?

“Ay dirng, thay oi... Chuyén d6 hoi c6 van dé day a.”

“Ha? C6 van dé & chd nao?”

“Thyc ra em di hira véi Tsukumi. Ring ca doi nay sé gitt bi mat chuyén
cdu ay da trng &p 0 wdc mo trd thanh hoa si manga.”

Kamio 1ién chau may vé khong bang long. “Tai sao?”

“Thi ddng nhw cdu &Yy vi€t trong bai van d6 thdi a. Cau &y xau ho khi d€
moi nguoi bi€t chuyén do.”

“C6 gi ddng xau hS nhi? D6 chiang phai mot wée mo rat tuyét voi hay
sao? Khong nhurng th€’, xét vé khia canh nao d6 thi em &y da thyc hién
dwoc wdc mo ctia minh. Mac du ¢an nho dén sy gitp stirc clia ngwoi ban
than.”

“Nhwng, chuyén dé... Qua thwc em mong thay gitr kin chuyén nay a. Mé
cung nhitng by ndo do la bi miat ma chi ¢ em va Tsukumi bi€t v&i nhau
thoi... Em xin thay,” Kugimiya cui dau xudng.

Song Kamio nghiéng dau, t6 vé khdng the hi€u dworc.

“Nhung thay lai nghi day 1a mdt cau chuyén dep d€. N&u giai thoai nay
dwore moi nguwoi bi€t dén rong rai thi Mé cung nhitng bo ndo do s€ cang tr¢
thanh chd dé d€ dw luan ban tan va lai cang ban chay hon chir sao.”

“Khong can dau thdy. Em khong mudén moi ngwoi ban tan vé chuyén
do.”

“Vay u?” Kamio mit may tiu nghiu song van gt dau. “Néu em di néi
dé&n mirc d6 thi vé phan minh, thay ciing khong th€’ doi hdi qua dang dworc.
Théy hi€u roi. Vay Tan nay thay sé ti bd y dinh &y. Bi€t dau sau nay ciing
van con co hoi nhi? Dén lic d6 thiy s& lai ban bac v&i em nhé.”

“Em bi€t roi. Em cam on thay.”

“Nhwng k€ ra cling ti€c that da’y. Thay dang nghi nha't dinh phai néi cho
cac ban biét co.”

Sau khi nhin chim cham bai vin cta Tsukumi v&i dnh mét day luyén
ti€c, Kamio bén ding 1€n, lai gan gia sach, rdt ra mét tp h'o so x€p trén do



roi quay tro lai.

“Pay 1a tuyén tap cic bai viin t6t nghiép cta cic em. Chéc chin ciing ¢6
ca bai van cia em da’y. Xem nay, né & diy. Kugimiya Katsuki 1op 9A.”

Pung Ia bai van cia Kugimiya da dwoc gd’p lai va nhét trong trang do.
Cau hoan toan khong nhé minh da viét gi. Cau beén doc thtr mot doan, qua
nhién ndi dung khong c6 gi to tat. Chi c6 von ven hai to.

“Vay, trede mét thay s& trd né vé chd cii,” Kamio cah than kep bai vin
cta Tsukumi vao tdp h'6 so.

Ngay ca khi da roi khdi nha thady Kamio va tré vé nha minh, Kugimiya
van bon ch'on khong yén. Bai vin ctia Tsukumi ctr bdm riét 18y tAm trf cAu.
Ai ngo trén doi nay lai ton tai mot thir nhw thé?..

Mic du Tan nay thay Kamio da ter bd ¥ dinh doc bai van trong budi hop
16p nhung chic hin sau nay khi c6 co’ hoi, thay s€ lai thim do y t& cta
Kugimiya. Ma khong, néu thay &y chiu hdi do da tot, ddng nay rat c6 kha
nang thay s€ k& 1€ cho mot ngwoi nao d6 khi chwa ban bac voi ciu. Du sao
thi thady Kamio cting dang coi d6 1a mot “cau chuyén dep d€”. Phai chang
thay sé& nghi chi cin rdo trede rang ddy 14 chuyén bi mat thi cho du c6 tiét
10 ra cling khong thanh van dé. Chwa k¢, chealng c6 gi dam bdo thay s€ noi
chuyén nay chi cho mot, hai ngwoi.

Dén lic 4y, moi chuyén sg tiép dién nhw thé nao nhi? N&u ba't k& ai nghe
chuyén déu gitrt mdm gitr miéng nhw da hira thi t6t r'oi, nhwng sao ¢6 thé hy
vong vao diéu d6? Thé& nao ciling c6 vai ngwoi dang tin 1€n cic trang mang
xa hoi. Khong ching ho con chup bai van d6 va cong khai hinh anh 1én
mang. Gitra thoi dai nay, nhirng thong tin nhw vy s€ lan truyén ngay tirc
khéc.

Cach day vai ndm, ¢6 mot tdc pham truyén tranh twng bi chi trich trén
mang rang né da in cdp y twdng tr mot tic phadm ndi ti€ng khac. Tham chi
con xua't hién mot trang web dang mot vai phan doan trong tac pham dé va
tdc pham gd'c d€ so sanh xem chiing gidng nhau d&€n mrc nao. Roi vao tinh
thé khong the nguy bién d6 chi 1a mot sy tring hop ngiu nhién, nha xui't
ban danh phai binh luin ring “Pang diéu tra chi tiét.” Khong lau sau do,
tac gid da phai ta tdi va con tuyén bd’ gidi nghé.

Kugimiya run ray khi nhé lai sy viéc d6. Liéu cau chuyén twong ty ¢6
x4y d&n v&i cau hay khong? Cau ciing lo l1ing vi da tra 1o phdng vAn mot



vai tap chi. C4u da trét hang say k€ vé viéc minh da nhao nan y twéng cho
M¢é cung nhitng bé ndo do nhuw thé nao. Cau c6 the dé dang twdng twong ra
canh nhirng ngwoi ting doc cac bai phong van d6 lam am 1én vi chuyén ho
da bi Iwa gat.

Kugimiya ciing lo so' phan tng ctia nhitng ngudi trong nghé. Chéc hin
ho s& chia 4nh mét nghi hodic vao tai ning clia cAu. Nhat 12 nhitng ngudi
phu trach & nha xudt ban, rat c¢6 the' ho s€ cam tha’y that vong vé cau.

Kugimiya con lo 1ing cd vé Kokonoe Ririka va Kashiwagi nira. CAu d4m
ca ca hai déu s€ roi bd ciu. Ma nao chi ¢ thé’, bi€t dau ho sé gidi vao cau
nhirng loii 1€ khinh miét. C6 khi Ririka con doi cdu boi thwong khong
chung.

Tém lai, d61 voi Kugimiya thi bai van d6 1a thir ma doi nay ki€p nay ciu
khong thé& cong khai cho ngudi khac biét. Song, mot khi né con nim trong
tay thay Kamio thi ciu chaalng the bi€t khi nao no s€ bj ti€t 1. Ngay ca vu
hop 1&p Tan nay Kugimiya cling chwa th€ yén tdm dwoc. Khd nang théay
Kamio khi dwoc ddm hoc tro cii vay quanh s€ tré nén phan khich ma budt
miéng 1o 1o 14 hoan toan ¢6 th€ xay ra.

Du th& nao Kugimiya cling phai tim cach gi d6. Cau khong thé€ yén long
chtrng nao bai vin d6 van con hién hiru trén cdi doi nay.

Kugimiya d3 nghi ngay dén viéc danh cip né. Ciu s& 18n vao nha d&' 13y
trom tap h'o so' d6. A khong, 14y ca tap h'd so thi lai 16 lifu qua. N&u cdu
chi ridt mdi bai vin d6 ra thoi thi cling ¢6 kha nidng thdy Kamio sé khong
nhin ra nha minh bj trom.

C6 diéu, n€u thay ay phat hién ra thi sao nhi? Hodc cho du khong phat
hién ra nhwng n€u thdy som md tdp h'é so' d6 ra xem lai thi s& thé nao?
Bié€t bai van cida Tsukumi bi€n ma't, phdi chang nguwoi thady nghi ngo dau
tién s€ 1a Kugimiya?

Piang ndo ciing the, chi bang chdm ludn tht @6 ¢ gid trj thi sao? DE
thiy twéng ring tén trdm v& duwoc cdi gi 1a chdom cdi daYy, trong d6 c6 1an
ca tap h'o so kia.

Kugimiya bén 1ic dau. C4ch dé khong dworc.

Lam gi c6 chuyén mdt tén trom binh thwong lai di #n cip tuyén tdp cdc
bai vin to't nghiép ctia bon hoc sinh cip hai. Ngay ca chuyén chi ¢c6 mdi tip
h'6 so cia khéa Kugimiya bj ddnh cép nghe ciing that phi ly. N&u da 13’y thi



phai 18y hét moi thir trong nha, khong chwa lai gi, ma chuyén dé thi
Kugimiya khong lam ndi.

Nghi dén day, cau chot ndy ra mot y.

Tuy ring khong th& 147y trom tAt cA moi thi nhung phdi ching ciu c6 the
lam ching bi€n mat? Ti€u huy ching, a khong, d€ ching chdy rui hét di.
Né&u x4y ra hdéa hoan khi€n moi thr chdy sach thi s€ khong ai biét dwoc
muc dich cua hung thi. Ngay ca thdy Kamio cling khong th€ ngo thir hung
tht nhim d&n lai 12 bai viin cta Tsukumi. Nha clia 6ng thiy Ay 13 mot ngoi
nha kiéu truyén thdng cii kj. Chi cAn chAm ngoi, chic chin ngon Itra s&
chdy lan ngay tirc thi.

Chi can bai vdn &y bi€n ma't thi cho du thady Kamio c6 néi gi cling khdng
con 12 van @& 1én nira. Vi khong c6 bang chitng nén chi ¢an Kugimiya gia
vo khong biét 1a xong. Chua k€ vé phian thdy Kamio ma néi, khi nha bi
chdy, thdy &y dau con tdm tri nghi dén chuyén nay va phai ching som
mudn gi cling s€ lang quén no thoi.

Cang nghi Kugimiya cang tin chéc rang ddy chinh 12 mot y twdng hay.
Pong thoi cdu cling nghi ngoai ra khdng con con dwong nao khac. Chi con
cach lam nhw vy thoi.

Chuwa k€ con ¢6 mot thoi di€m tuyét vori d€ cau thye hién viée nay.

Hom Kugimiya d&n nha thady Kamio, vira dwgc mot 1dc thi thdy ¢ dién
thoai. Nghe thdy Kamio tro chuyén trén dién thoai, ciu dwoc biét tdi thi
Bdy thay sé 1én Tokyo gdp ai d6. Kugimiya ciling bi€t chuyén Mayo, con
géi thay Kamio hién dang lam viéc & Tokyo. Mac du khong r6 thay &y 1€n
Tokyo vi viéc gi, nhung c6 1€ thay s€ tién the di gdp con gai. Biét dau tdi
hém d6 thay s€ ngu lai Tokyo khong ching. N&u trong nha khong c¢6 ai thi
cho du Kugimiya phéng hda cling phai 1au sau m&i c¢6 nguoi bao canh sat.
Quan trong nhat 1a, cdu khdng mudn 16i thay Kamio vao vu hda hoan nay.

T&1 thee Bay, ngay 6 thang 3, Kugimiya nhét mot céi lo nhd dwng loai
dau chuyén dung cho bat Itra, bao diém va mot chi€c khan mat cii vao trong
nguc 4o roi ra khoéi nha. D€ khong bi phat hién danh tinh trong tinh huéng
bt tric, chfmg may bi camera an ninh & dau d6 ghi lai hinh anh, Kugimiya
da doi chiec mii lwdi trai ¢6 vanh dai thap xudng, che cd mit, deo khau
trang va khodc do gié mau den. T4t ca nhirng thtr d6 cdu déu mua d€ dung
cho ngay hom nay. Vi déu la hang ban theo s6 lwong 1o nén ¢6 1€ canh sat



s€ khong thé xac dinh dwoc ngwoi mua. Cau dinh sau khi gy an s€ ti€u huy
chiing ngay 14p tirc.

Gan dén nha thdy Kamio, sau khi xdc nhin xung quanh khong c6 nguoi,
Kugimiya lién mau chéng chay t&i cOng, mé canh ctra ra va dot nhap vao
bén trong. Cau da deo gang tay nén khong lo bi d€'lai dd'u van tay.

Kugimiya khong thay dnh dén lot qua khung ctra s0. Qud nhién thay
Kamio di di ving. C4u bén men theo twong rio, vong ra sau nha. Gid sich
noi cit git bai vin no ndm trong phong khach trong ra vaeon sau. Chi can
phong khach dé6 bi chdy, Kugimiya s€ khdong can phai thi€u rui toan by ngoi
nha. Vi vi ngdi nha ding sau ndm cach phong khiach mot khodng viedn nén
cling khong lo Itra sé lan dwoc dén day.

Kugimiya bén ngdi xdm xudng, nhom vao dudi khe cira song bén trong
t0i nhw myc thanh th ciu chgng nhin thay gi. Nhung chic ciu chi c¢an
cham Itra vao chiéc khin mit da tdm sin d4u roi ném vao thi ngon Itra sé
chay lan khép san nha.

Ctr thtr xem nao, nghi vdy Kugimiya beén 18y khan mét va lo dau ra khoi
tdi ngye. Pung ldc ciu vira mé nép lo va dang than trong tAm dau vao khin
mat, c6 ti€ng ctra m@& danh cach mot cdi. Kugimiya giat minh ngang 1én,
suyt chit ntra thi c6 hong bat ra thanh ti€ng. C6 mot ngwoi dang dirng trong
can phong td1 om.

“Ai daY,” giong néi sic lanh d6 1a cta thay Kamio. “Pang lam gi & day
theé™?”

Kugimiya cudng cudong déng nip lo dau lai, toan thdo chay. Nhung khi
cdu ding 1én thi chdn dam da chan chiéu, thanh th& lai ngd lan ra.
Kugimiya dinh khan treong ng'6i diy song tay trdi ctia cau da bj tom.

“Ai vay ha? T6i goi canh sat dd'y nhé,” thay Kamio toan giat khau trang
ctia Kugimiya ra.

MA't hét y thirc, Kugimiya 1ién khua khodng chan tay loan xa ding chdng
cw. The roi, theo da thdy Kamio bi mat thing bang, ngd xudng nén dat.
Kugimiya lién tréo 1€n lung thdy.

Chi&c khin mit roi dudi nén dat dip vao mét ciu. Kugimiya tém 13y
nd, vong qua co thdy Kamio, don hét strc lyc cia ca cor the d€ siét.

Cau khong bi€t minh da lam nhw viy bao lau. Lic nhén ra thi thay
Kamio da khdng con ct¢ dong ntra r'oi. Ciing khdong cé dau hiéu gi cua hoi



tho.

Kugimiya loang choang ding ddy. Cau nhin xudng tim lwng thdy Kamio
biy gior van dang ndm sAp xudng dat. Cau khdng da diing khi d€ nhin miit
thay.

To6i da 1am chuyén do, t6i da giét ngwoi mat roi...

Tai sao moi chuyén lai ra nong ndi nay kia chir? Kugimiya von khong hé
nghi dén viéc cwdp di tinh mang cua thdy Kamio. Chinh vi th& cdu mé&i
chon ldc thdy di ving. Chi ¢an bai viin d6 bi thidu chdy 1a du r'oi.

Song, cau da khong thé’ ddo ngwoe tinh theé” dwoe nira. Thay Kamio chét
roi. Piéu ciu ¢an nghi d&n lic nay 12 1am thé nao d& khong bj bét.

Trong bong t6i mo mit, Kugimiya déc hét strc suy nghi cho thit lung.



Trap Hand cach ga Ebisu khoang mwoi phit di bo va hoi chéch ra khoi truc
dwong chinh. Mic du cling nim & miit dwdng song vi bj kep gitra cdy xing
va toa chung cu cao ca’p nén ra't kho nhin thdy 161 vao. Ba th€’, quan ciing
chglng trirng tA'm bién hiéu 16n ma chi c6 doc mot khdi bé tong khéc tén
quéan dwoe dit tam by trén nén da't. Xem ra la vi chd quan khong mudn
nhitng vi khach la mét tuy tién bwdc vao quan clia minh, song ki€u cach
da’y khi€n nguoi ta chi chye tho't 1én: “Dén mic ddy cor a?”

Mayo mé& canh ctra treo bi€n Pang chudn bi va bwdc vao khong gian mo
t01 bén trong quan. Pung lic Takeshi dang dirng trong quéy, co rira nhirng
ly thiy tinh. Chd méc 4o vest den bén ngoai 4o so’ mi den.

“Chdu dén som gé'm nhi?” Takeshi nhin dong h'd deo tay. “Chau hen 5
gior ding khong? Van con gan mwdi phit.”

“That ra chdau con mudn dén so'm hon ntra co.”

“HO6, chau mu6n gdp chu dén thé sao?”

“Khong phai vay,” Mayo ngdi xuéng chi€c ghé” dau quay. “Ro6t cudc 1a
the’ nao? Chu ty y bi€n mat nhw vdy. Lam chdu sau day kho s& kinh
khing.”

Sau budi hop 1op hom &y, lic Mayo quay tré vé Hotel Marumiya d€ 13y
hanh 1y ky gtri thi Takeshi da trd phong xong xudi va 1an mat tam r'oi. K tw
ldc d6, Mayo hoan toan mat lién lac v&i ong chi nay. Phai dén tin t&i hom
qua, sau nhirng nim ngay, c6 m&i nhan dwoc tin nhin. Noi dung la: “Chi
c6 chuyén mudn noéi, chiu hay dén Trap Hand di.”

“Chu cam th@y phién khi bi bon Kogure hay Kakitani hdi nay hédi no.
Pang nao thi ho cling thm van chau ding khong?”

“Tham van qud di chir. Khong biét chdau da mat bao nhiéu thoi gian d€
giai thich cho ho nhirng chuyén xady ra & budi hop 1op. Pa thé con chg'lng
thd'y ma’y hinh dnh d6 ¢ dau ca.”

“Hinh anh?” Takeshi nhiu may.



“Thi doan video quay trdm canh khach dén viéng nhin 1én birc di anh
trong 1& canh linh clru va I& dwa tang 4y. Khong ¢6 may hinh dnh d6 nén
chédu khong tai nao gidi thich cho ra h'on, khd s& kinh khing. Bi nhirng ké
nghiép dw vwot mat, tim ra chan twdng sy viéc tredc minh, may ong tai to
mat 1é'n bén phia canh sat ngdi nghe chau néi ma mat mii t6 ra dang s¢
1&m ludn.”

“Thé cling t6t ma. Trong doi chdu sé khong c¢6 nhiéu Tan dwoc trai
nghiém chuyén dé dau nhé.”

“Chd dung ndéi nhw thé da’y 1a chuyén cua nguwoi khac nira di. Cau chéu
bi hdi nhi€u nhat chinh 1a tai sao chung ta lai phat hién ra chan twdng.
Nhwng chdu lam sao trd 1o dwoe. Vi chau ¢6 nghe chd néi gi ddu. Chau
con mudn biét hon bat ky ai 4y chit. Hdm nay, bang moi gid chi phai néi
cho chau biét day.”

Takeshi nhdn mdt, chong hai tay 1én mdt quay, nhin xu6ng Mayo.

“Chau c6 phai ché Spitz dau, ding cé nhiang 1én nhw thé chir. Dau tién
phai lam mdt c6c¢ da nhi? Hom nay chd moi, chdu mudn uéng gi cling
dwoc.”

“O), that a?” Mayo khé giat nay minh. “Chu goi y di.”

“Bia.”

“Ha? Gi vay? Khong phai cocktail sao? Bia thi chdu uéng sudt roi ma.”

“N6 khong gidng bia binh thwong. N6 1a bia ctia ving Hida—Takayama.”

Takeshi lién di vao trong, 18y mot chai bia mau xanh sdm ra khdi ta lanh
roi quay tré lai. Poan chi bat nflp, rét bia vao cd'c va dat tredc mit Mayo.

Sau khi nhap mot ngum, Mayo khong khdi ngac nhién. Hrong thom nhe
nhang syc 1én mui co.

“Pung thit, bia nay ngon qua.”

“Ra't ddm da ding khong? HOm qua chi vira d€n tin noi d€ thu mua da'y.
Di nhién chu phai cho vao thung gitr lanh d€ ché vEé. Loai bia nay st dung
ra't nhiéu men nén chiu nhiét kém 14m.”

“Tan no1? Chu nay, r6t cudc chu da bi¢t tam biét tich di dau da’'y? Phia
Kakitani da rdt hoang mang vi khong th€'lién lac dwore véi chd day.”

“Chu da déng ctra quan ca mot tuan nén quyét dinh tién thé nghi ngoi
thém may ngay. Chu da 14i 6 t6 di mot vong Nhat Ban.”



“A, n6i m&i nhé, chdu c6 nghe ba chi 1 quan Marumiya néi 1a chd da
1€n 6 t6 va di ma't. Chd gidu 6 t6 & dau vay?”

“Chu chaalng gidu gi ca. Chu dau ¢ bai xe ty dong.”

“Chu lién ti€p 161 du céc loai dung cu bip boom nhw mdy nghe trdm gi do,
li€u c6 phai chu da ca't ching trén xe khong a? Ca bd tang phuc ntra.”

“I\J'm thi, dai loai la nhw vay, mac du chd khdng thé bd ngoai tai cdi cach
chau goi chung la cac loai dung cu bip bom.”

“Sao chi khong néi ra chir? C6 6 t6 thi tién bi€t bao nhiéu.”

“Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. Bén luc d6 mot giot rwgu cling khong dwoc
udng,” Takeshi lai 18y thém mdt chi€c c6c nwra ra, doan rét bia vao do.
“Kugimiya Katsuki da thd nhan hét moi chuyén r'éi ch?”

Mayo beén thé hit ra mot ti€ng r'oi gat dau. “Hinh nhu thé. Chau cé nghe
Kakitani k€ qua r6i.”

“Vay trude tién chdau néi chd nghe xem nao.”

Mayo bdng dung thaamg lwng 1én. “Chau néi tredre 477
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“Né&u chdu mudn can nhan thi c6 the vé.

“Chdu bi€t r'oi ma,” Mayo bén udng mot ngum bia cho do’ khd miéng.

Nhw thwong 1€, Kakitani rao trede, “Vi 1la ¢d nén tdéi mdi dic cach noi
cho diy,” roi m&i gidi thich cho Mayo nghe ngudn con dan dén viéc
Kugimiya ra tay sat hai 6ng Eiichi. Cau chuyén bit dau tir cudc gip go gilra
Kugimiya va Tsukumi. Vwot qua cdi chét cia nguwoi ban than, cudi cung
Kugimiya ciing tré thainh mot hoa si manga chuyén nghiép nhwng mai van
khong thd’y dwgc thanh qua, d€ r'oi sa chan 1o budc, chi€m doat cudn sO' y
trdng ma ngwdi ban Ay d€ lai. N&u nhu tic pham Ay khong dit khach thi
da cheamg c6 chuyén gi xdy ra, ngit ndi né lai biing nd thanh mot tdc pham
ndi tiéng. Ciing dé hi€u khi Kugimiya khong ddm néi ra sy that va ciing
khong th€ dao ngwore lai tinh thé’,

Nghe xong toan bd loi khai cta cdu ta, Mayo khong khdi cam thay dau
x6t, mot Tan nira cam gidc bu'dn ba lai bua vay 187y ¢0.

Khong phai c6 khdng hiéu dwge tim trang cua Kugimiya. Xem ra ni€ém
vinh quang ma mai d&n sau nay ciu ta mdi c6 dwoc qué 1on, ndi sor hai khi
phai danh ma't né ciing vi thé’ ma tré nén khung khiép.



Mayo trom nghi, gid ma cdu ta chiu néi sy that véi minh b6 ¢6 thodi thi
tot bié’t maYy. Cau ta chi ¢an néi “Em rad't s¢’ bi moi ngwoi quo trach vi da
an cap y twdng, th€ nén thay hay gitr bi mat chuyén nay giip em,’ * chéc
chén 6ng Eiichi s& chiu hi€u cho ciu ta. Ong hin sé khong di réu rao vé
chuyén do.

Mayo tuyét doi khong th€ tha thir cho Kugimiya vi da gi€t chét b’ co,
song dén bay gio ¢cd van con goi hin 12 cdu ta, xem ra ngon Ita cim thu
van chwrra hoan toan chdy bung 1én. C6 mudn coi ddy 1a mot sy hi€u TAm bi
dat.

“Piéu citu rdi duy nhit chic 12 & chd cau ta dd khong 1én vio nha v&i y
dinh gi€t bd" chau,” sau khi k&€ xong hét nhirng gi nghe dwoe tir Kakitani,
Mayo bén néi ra cam nghi ciia minh. “Ai ma ngo dwoce clu ta lai dinh
phéng hda ddt nha cor chir. Ngay ca chuyén d6 chd cling phat hién ra roi
al”

“Khong phai ‘cling’ ma chi bi€t chuyén d6 ngay to ddu r'oi,” Takeshi
néi, mot tay cam c6¢ bia. “Chdu con nh¢ t nhirng phat ngén ctia canh sat,
chi da suy luan ra ring phai ching trén quan 4o ctia bd chdu c6 dinh dau
bat Itra khong?”

“C6. Suy luan da’y ciling tring phéc. Theo loi Kakitani thi ti ¢0 40 so’ mi
ctia bd" chdu di tda ra mui clia mot thir dé bay hoi. Nghe néi khi tim hié€u
thanh phan, ho phat hién dé la dau bat lra.”

“Chéu tirng doan hung thi dem theo bt Itra va trong ldc gidng co da lam
ri ddu ding khong? Nhwng bat Itva dau ra't hi€'m khi bi ro. Nghi theo hwdng
hung tha da dem theo chinh thir dau d6 thi thich dang hon. N&u thir suy
nghi xem hin dem theo dau d&€ lam gi, ta s& d&n dwoc cau trd 1o, d6 1a d€
dot thir gi dd’y, hay ndi tom lai 1a d€ phong hda. Va thé 1a ta cling nhin ra
dwoc 1o gidi ddap cho ciu hdi ngay twr dau da 1a mét diéu bi an, d6 1a tai sao
hung thad lai st dung mot thr giéng nhw khin mét d€ lam hung khi. Chiéc
khan mat d6 dwgrc dung d€ tam dau.”

“Céch suy luén cta chd ding la dinh that. Y nhw 1o khai ctia Kugimiya.”

“Muc dich phéng hda la gi? Tai sao sau khi giét bd chdu, hin khong
phong hda ma lai b&i tung nha 1én. Cu tra 1oi cho hai ciu hoi nay cling ra't
16 rang. Piéu hung thi nhim d&n 1a thiéu rui thit gi d6 & trong phong. Song
vi di dot nhap dwoc vao phong nén hin chi cin 18y trom thit d6 12 xong.



Viéc hin d3o 16n cin phong mot cdch thiéu ty nhién 12 hanh dong nguy
trang hai 1&p nhim khién canh sat twdng nham riang hin lam vay d€ nguy
tao cho ngwoi ta thd’y d6 1a hanh vi cia mot tén trom chir muc dich cua
hung tha khong phai 1a an trdm. Thé nhwng, d€n day chi lai ndy ra mot
nghi vdn khédc. Vay thi chaamg phai hén chi ¢an 1én vao nha dn trdm 12 dwoc
chir ¢an gi phéng hda? Viéc phd ctra kinh & ding sau ciing khong phai qué
khé. Nhung hung thii vAn nghi hin khong thé 1am vy. Tai sao? Ly do 1a vi
sau khi giét chét bd chdu, hin chi viéc 14y trdm 14 xong, nhung néu bd
chau con sdng thi ¢6 kha nang s€ doan dwoc hung thu 1a ai. N6i tém lai, thi
hdn nhim d&n khong phai ¢ vat quy gid ai ai cling thém mudn, ma 1a thi
gi d6 cyc ky mang tinh ca nhan, chwa k& khi gdp hda hoan né sé chdy. Kieu
nhw gidy to, h'd so, sich vo gi d6. Mot thir ¢6 mdt khong hai trén doi,
khong ton tai dir liéu mém hay ban photocopy. P6 1a thw vi€t tay, hodc ban
thdo.”

Mayo 1ién chi tay vao nguc Takeshi. “Thé& nén chi m&i d€ mét d&n tuyén
tap cac bai van tot nghiép a?”

“Ban than tuyén tap d6 s€ dwore in ra va phat cho hoc sinh. Nhwng chu da
nghi bi€t dau trong tdp h'6 so' d6 c6 ghim ca nhirng ban thdo khdng dwoc
dang vao tuyén tap. Vi vdy chi da bao chdau dem tuyén tdp ma chau dwoc
phat dé€n cho chu.”

“Sau khi so sanh, chu thd’y the' nao?”

“Tat ca cac ban thao kep trong tdp h'o so déu dwoe in trong tuyén tap.
Nhwng ban than viéc d6 khdng cé gi la. B&i chd dang nghi ngo kha nang
hung thi da dem né di r6i ma. Vay thi, d6 1a mdt ban thao nhw thé” nao?
Liic d6, diéu chid nghi d&n chinh 12 cAu ma bd chau néi véi Momoko, ring
trong 1€ twdng nhé Tsukumi, anh &y mudn bat mi mot cAu chuyén da dwoc
gir kin. Chu chot nghi, phdi chang d6 chinh la bai van cia Tsukumi? Phai
chang n6 da dwoc cat gitr chung v&i tuyén tip cdc bai van tdt nghiép cua
nhirng hoc sinh khac? Xét dén tinh céch ctia bd chdu thi chuyén dé dé xdy
ra lim.”

Mayo nhin chdm chiam khudn mit Takeshi, doan nhiu may.

“Chau bié€t chd ¢6 mot kha nang suy luan dang gom, nhwng néu chi da
bi€t d&n mirc da’y thi sao lai khong néi cho chdu sém hon?”



“Né€u trong long chau c¢6 tap ni€ém hay ta ni€m thi rdt cé the nd s€ the
hién qua khudn mat hay thai dd cia chau. Chd con phéai nho chdu lam gidp
nhiéu viéc ma.”

“Ciing c6 th€... Thé& r'd6i chu da v& dwore chiéc may tinh cii d6.”

“Sau khi khoi phuc dir liéu, chd da tim ra t€p tin chira toan bd cac bai vin
ctia Tsukumi. Bai viét cudi cung chinh 1a ‘Udc mo ngay sau’. Chu doc thie
va tin chic chinh 1a né. Hung thu, ding nhwv chd dgy dodn, chinh la
Kugimiya Katsuki.”

“Puing nhw chd dy doan w? Chi nghi ngo’ Kugimiya tw khi nao vay?”

“Xuat phat diem la khi chud tong hgp hanh tung cua nhirng nhan vat cé
mat trong Danh sdch Maeda. Cai tén Kugimiya Katsuki da lam chd vwdng
méc. Chic chén cu ta chi tiép xiic v&i bd chdu vao cdi hdm ciing Kokonoe
Ririka d&n hoi thdm anh &y. Liéu ring Tan d6, ai 12 ngwdi lién lac véi b
chdu? Chu thi nghi d6 1a Kokorika, ngwoi ddm nhén vai tro quéan 1y. Chinh
vi th&’, cho du tén ¢6 ta c6 dwge lwu lai trong lich st cudc goi cling khong
18y gi lam la. Nhung viéc tén ctia Kugimiya Katsuki c6 trong Danh sdch
Maeda thi ra't 1a. Cau ta da lién lac voi b6 chau theo mét cach nao d6. Chau
con nhé hom gép bon Kakitani & quan Flute, hai tay canh sat da néi gi voi
nhau lic chdu roi khdi chd khong? N&u chi khong nham thi 1a th& ndy:
Chiing ta khong cdn hoi vé ci dién thoai ma nan nhan goi di vao ngay 2
thdng 3 w? Chu doan phai chang chinh Kugimiya m&i la ngwoi ma b6 chau
da goi di€én ngay hom d6. N€u vay thi tai sao ciu ta lai gidu nhem chuyén
ay? Sau khi phét hién bai van ctia Tsukumi chinh la chia khéa, chi lai cang
thém nghi ngo Kugimiya. Vi chi nghe néi hai dira 1a ban than cda nhau.
Nhwng né€u Kugimiya 1a hung thu thi chi con mot nghi van. D6 1a ciu ta da
bi€t chuyén bd" chau 1€n Tokyo tw lic nao. Khéng c¢6 dau hiéu gi cho thay
dam ban c6 mat & buoi hop ban vé vu hop 16p da néi chuyén do6 véi céu ta.
Khi dé, chd da nghi thé nay. Phai chang ciu ta da nghe tr chinh miéng bd
chau? Néu vay thi nghe tir lic nao? Va tai sao b6" chdu phai cat cong ndi ra
chuyén d6?”

“Va chu doan hay la Kugimiya da ng6i ngay bén canh lic bd chau noéi
chuyén dién thoai v&i Ikenaga nhi? Thé nén chi md&i bay ra doan tro
chuyén giong nhw dién kich v&i Ikenaga.”

“Dién kich 1a gi hd? Chdu phai goi l1a tai hién mot canh twong chir. Xét
dén thoi di€m b6 chau cho Kugimiya xem bai vin ctia Tsukumi, chi nghi



c6 18 1a vira khép. Tkenaga néi rang ciu ta da goi dén s6” mdy ban vio ngay
3 thang 3. Nghia 1a hdm dé b6 chdu c6 nha. Gia st hom mung 2, bd chau
goi cho Kugimiya d€ hen gap thi nhi€u kha nang t6i mung 3, cu ta da dén
nha ching ta. V4 lai, khi nghe Ikenaga thuit lai ring b chau khong bao
‘gitr bi mat véii Mayo’ ma lai néi ‘gite bi mat v&i né’, chi doan phai ching
la vi lic d6 bén canh bd chau ¢6 mot ngwoi biét rdo vEé chau.”

“Thi ra la nhw vay u?”

Takeshi bén dat coc xudng, doan gior cd hai tay 1€n. “Man suy luin cua
chd dén day la hét. N6i nhiéu mét ghé.”

“Khoan da. Van con rd't nhiéu diéu chdu chwa thong. Cheamg han chuyén
Kokorika ngoai tinh véi Sugishita 1a sao ha chi? Dot nhién chd néi ra lam
chau ngac nhién qua di.”

“Chuyén do6 co6 phai suy luan gi to tat dau. Chi can suy nghi mot chut thi
ai cling nhan ra théi. N&u Kugimiya Katsuki 1a hung thu thi cu ta khong c6
bﬁng chirng ngoai pham. Sw that la Iic dau cdu ta khai minh & nha. Nhwng
cO 1€ chuyén Kokorika dén khach san tinh yéu la ¢ thyc. Nhwng c6 ta lai
khong ddm néi ra tén d61 phwong. Khong con cidch nao khéc, ¢6 ta danh néi
tén Kugimiya.”

“Hinh nhw ding 1a nhw vdy. Nghe néi Kokorika da lién lac voi Kugimiya
va nho’ cdu ta khai nhw vay. Khong hi€u sao nghe chuyén d6 ciing tha'y x6t
xa that chu nhi?”

Theo 101 Kakitani thi Kugimiya khong bi€t Kokonoe Ririka da di voi ai.
Song nghe dau Kugimiya da nghi cho du Kokorika c¢6 nguoi yéu cling
ching la chit nao nén cdu ta khong thd'y sdc ma da hudng tng 161 dé nghi
d6 nhwe mot ngwoi chét dudi vor dwoe coc. Tham chi ciu ta con toan tinh
né&u nim dwoc diém y&u clia Kokonoe Ririka thi sau nay ban thin ciu ta
cling sé giwr dwoc thé chu dong.

“Vay ddi trong ctia Kokorika 14 ai? Ngwdi d6 khdng nha't thiét phai nim
trong s6 nhirng ngwoi ¢ lién quan d€n vu an Tan nay, nhwng von di
Kokorika dang lam viéc & Tokyo nén rdt it kha ndang ngwoi ma c6 ta hen ho
lai sdng & dudi qué. Hodc cé th€ 1a yéu duwong qua dwong véi mot ciu ban
da 1au khéng gip. Theo loi Kakitani thi ¢ ngwoi da te chdi cho canh sat
ki€m tra thong tin dijnh vi trén dién thoai. P6 13 ai? Hai ké khong cé bing



chirng ngoai pham 1a Makihara va Sugishita. Nhwng Makihara vin con doc
than nén khong can phai che gidu mdi quan hé véi Kokorika.”

“Ra vay, nghe chi néi thé thi chi cé thé nghi d&n Sugishita.”

“Chu da n6i nhiéu Ian roi, chau phai dong ndo thém di.” Takeshi gi tay
vao thai dwong minh.

“Shizuka gid mao va Dekisugi w? A, néi m&i nhé, chdu nghe Kakitani
n6i Kugimiya khong hay biét gi chuyén chuyén thé Mé cung nhitng b ndo
do thanh tro choi trie tuyén. Hinh nhw Kokorika va Sugishita da ty y trién
khai.”

“Th& a? Ma chic 1a vay roi,” Takeshi rét thém bia vao cdc cua Mayo.
HOm nay 6ng chu &y ra't hao phong.

“Van con mot chuyén quan trong nita chdu chwa hdi. Chuyén d6 1a sao ha
chi? Phong thw bén trong dyng bai van ma Kugimiya nhin dwgc tir me cia
Tsukumi 4y. C4i d6 12 do chd sip dit nhi?”

“Pwong nhién 12 vay réi. Sdng hom d6 chd da ghé thim Tiém cit téc
Tsukumi va gii cho ba &y. Chi bao mudn ba &y lién lac v&i Kugimiya d€
dwa cho ciu ta. Chd néi rang da tim thd’y né trong ddng d6 cia bd chau,
nhung vi ddng sau phong thw c6 dé tén Tsukumi Naoya nén nho ba 4y néi
voi Kugimiya la n6 da xuét hién trong dong ky vat ctia Tsukumi.”

“Va chu da nhét hai bai van vao phong thw ding khong? Mot la bai
‘Nguoi ban cta t6i’ dwoe viét trén gidy viét van, con lai 1a ban photocopy
cta bai ‘Udc mo ngay sau’. V& ban photocopy do, ding nhw suy luén cta
chi, Kugimiya da xé va ném xu6ng séng treedrc khi d€n dy budi hop 1op.”

“Cau ta virt xudng séong w? Lam vay la huy hoai méi treong roi. Cai
thing ldo xwoc.”

“Kakitani da nho' chdau héi chd, chd 18y ban photocopy dé tw dau ra
vay?”’

“Chéng 18y tir dau ra cd. Chu ty viét,” Takeshi néi tinh bo’ nhw khdng ¢6
chuyén gi.
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“Pwong nhi€n roi. Con ai vao diy nira? Chd da xem ban nhédp tim thay
trong mdy tinh va chép lai ra gid'y vi€t van réi dem di photocopy.”

“Vay tom lai n6 1a @6 gid ludn. Sao Kugimiya lai khong nhan ra vay ta?”



“Vi chii da bét chwdce biit tich ctia Tsukumi. Chic chin sau khi 14y trom
tr phong ctia bd chau, Kugimiya da tiéu hiy bai van d6 ngay 14p tirc nén
cling khong nhé rd dau. Cho du ciu ta c6 twdng Tsukumi da photocopy lai
bai van dé triedre khi nép cho nha treong cling 1a 1€ thwong tinh ma.”

“Hinh nhr Kugimiya van dinh ninh d6 1a ban g6'c dd’y. Ngay cé canh sat
cling th&’, hudng chi ciu ta. Kakitani con dang bdo sé& ding né lam bang
ching kia, 1am sao bay gio ha chu?”

“Chu biét sao dwgc?” Takeshi bén udng can chd bia con sét lai trong
coc.

“Ngoai ra con nhirng hinh anh ma chdu vira n6i dén khi nay. Poan video
quay lai canh kh4ch viéng nhin 1én di 4nh bd" ch4u trong 1& canh linh cttu va
1€ dwa tang. Canh sat muén mwon nd.”

Takeshi lién 1ic dau. “Thir d6 chéng giup dwore gi dau.”

“Sao lai thé¢"a?”

“Trong doan video that, Kugimiya khong hé nhim mét.”

“Sao co?”

“Lidc chad kiém tra doan video, ciu ta da nhin theztng vao birc di dnh. Ciu
ta ciing to gan ra ph€t. Mdc du dwgc ménh danh 1a Nobita.”

“Vay nhirng hinh dnh d6 1a sao?”

“Chu chinh stra daYy.”

“Ha?”

“Nhung nho vdy chud da khién Kugimiya lung lay tinh than con gi? Luc
d6 chu cling n6i r'oi ddy, n€u vo tdi thi ciu ta chang vi€c gi phai s¢ hai khi
mdy quay ghi lai hinh anh ciu ta dang nhdm mét ca. Céu ta s& tra 101 rang
t6i khong nhé, toi cling khong biét tai sao minh lai nhim mét. Tién day chd
n6i ludn, chuyén Makihara 1ang mét di chd khéc ciing 13 do chii chinh sira
hinh anh day.”

“Sao, that ha cha?”

“Cén dén ra't nhiéu man trinh dién ma.”

Dot nhién Mayo thdy thwong cho Makihara. Héa ra chuyén ciu ta bj chi
trich ngdy hom dé6 ciing 1a mot vé dién.

“Vay, cau hoi cudi cung.”

“VAn con ntra sao. L'An nay 1a gi day?”



“Sao chu lai bung ngoén tay?”

“Ngon tay?”

“Chu da bing tay con gi, lic & 1op hoc, mdi khi bat hodc dung doan
video trén man hinh &y,” tay phai Mayo lam dong tic nhuv dang bing ngén
tay. Song vi c6 khong ranh mg’)n nay cho 1&m nén né khong thanh tiéng.
“Cht ¢6 can lam thé khong? Pang nao tay con lai ciia chi ciing chi thao tac
trén diéu khién thoi ma.”

Takeshi lién biu moi td vé khdng vira y. “Mdot show dién khong th€ thi€u
nhtrng man trinh dién dwogc.”

“V4 lai, ngdm ky ra, chau c¢6 cdm giac chu ciing chaamg can cai trang
thanh bd chdu lam gi.”

Takeshi trirng mét nhin Mayo v&i vé buc boi. “Con bé nay nhiéu Ioi that.
Chau héi xong chwa ha?”

“Vang thi, chic chdu chi hdi th& thoi.”

“Puoc roi, vay ti€p theo dén lwot chu.”

“Ha? Chau thi c6 chuyén gi de'hdi?”

“Cé nhiéu la dang khéc. Chu goi chdu d&n diy vi muc dich dé ma. Trudc
tién phai doi san kha'u cai da.” Takeshi chi tay vao chi€c ban trong goc.



ti€t muc ha man

Trén chiéc ban hinh tron dé c6 trdi mdt tAm khin mau tring. Mayo vira
ng o1 xudng, Takeshi lién dit hai ly regru 1€n ban roi rot regu vang vao do.
“Pay la chai Bordeaux sdn xudt nam 2000. Chu dic cidch cho chdu udng
da’y nhé.”

“Hum.”

Cho du Takeshi ¢6 n6i vay thi véi Mayo cling chfmg khéc nao dan gay tai
triu, song ¢ van quyé&t dinh khong ngai ngan nhin 13y ly vang. C6 ném
ther mot ngum, ding la hwong vi ra't tuyét.

Takeshi ben ng61 xudng chi€c gh&” doi dién.

“Cha, chuyén chi mudn néi v&i chau chi ¢c6 mot,” Takeshi redn nguoi
veé phia truedrc, ghé sat mat vao Mayo. “Hay tw bd chuyén cwdi xin ma chau
khong man ma do6 di.”

“Da...”

Mayo suyt chit nira thi phun chd rigru trong miéng ra.

“Vé mat chdu nhw mudn hoi tai sao chu lai biét nhi?” Takeshi n& mot nu
cwoi man nguyén, doan twrra lweng vao ghé’. “Bat mi cho chdu biét, chu da s
dung biét tai cia minh.”

“Biét tai?”

Takeshi lién chi tay vao chi€c tii dat trén dau gdi Mayo. “Chinh 1a dién
thoai.”

“Ha?” Mayo ben rut di€n thoai ra khoéi tdi. “Chd da xem dworc lic nao
vay?”

“P¢ giai thich v& Mé cung nhitng b ndo do, chau da tim thong tin trén
dién thoai va cho chui doc bai vié€t trong tw dién bach khoa toan thw trén
mang dung khong? Chinh la lac d6.”

Ngim ra thi ding 1a c6 chuyén d6 that.

“Chét d&, chau lor 1a mat roi.”

“Ai bdo chdu cau tha? Nho’ vdy ma chi da xem dwoc thir d6. Xem ra moi
chuyén ciing ric rdi gém nhi?”



“P6 toi. Sao chd lai di doc email ciia ngwoi khac nhw thé™?”

“Vi chii mudn c6 chdu gdi dé thwong clia minh dwoc hanh phic. Sao
nao? Chau dinh ct ding ding tri hodn van dé mii sao? Chdu c6 da ty tin 12
sau khi k&t hon, chdu s€ khong an han khong?”

“Nghe chi néi vdy chdu dau long qud,” Mayo chiing vai, ngwdc méit nhin
Takeshi. “Theo chu chdu phai lam gi m&i dwoc?”

“Né&u con phéan van thi chid khuyén chdu nén tw bd di. Cudi xin 1a chuyén
ca doi ma.”

“Qua nhién la chud néi nhw vay.”

“Chung ta chi nén ti€n t&i hon nhan khi ma cho du ¢6 hi€u nhdm, chdu
van tin chic chinh anh chang d6 m&i 12 ngwoi ban doi duy nhat ctia minh.
Con néu tim trang chdu van dang lung lay vi thit khéc thi chdu nha't dinh
phéi dung lai.”

“Da?”

“Um thi, chuyén nay ciing thwong xdy ra ma.” Takeshi vira git gui nhuw
the dang 18y lam ty hao veé sy trdi doi ciia minh, vira néi ti€p. “Ngay truedc
khi k€&t hon lai ¢c6 mot ngwoi dan 6ng tot hon xua't hién. Ta s€ nghi phai
ching chinh ngwoi d6 méi la dinh ménh cia minh. Chuyén nay khong
hi€m, chdu cling khéng can ty trach ban than. Con ngwoi 1a loai dong vat
nhw thé’ ma. Khoan néi dé€n chuyén chau c6 nén duyén dwgc véi ngeoi do
hay khong, tredre tién chau phai xi x6a moi chuyén gitra chau va Kenta da.
Thé c6 dwoc khong nao? Néu mudn, chi ¢ th€ di xin 16i cting chdu. Cho
dui ¢6 phai cidi dau trrd'c mat b6 me ciu Ay ciing dwore.”

“Khoan da,” Mayo gio tay phai 1én. “Chud dang néi chuyén gi vay?”

“Thi chd dang néi vé tinh yéu md&i cia chau ddy thoi. Chau da nhén
dwoc tin nhin cAu hon tr mot ngwdi khéc, khong phai Kenta. Trai tim chdu
dang xao déng bdi vi chdu cling quan tim dén ngwoi dan 6ng dé. Pung
chwra nao?”

Nghe Takeshi dodn trat 14t nhw vay, Mayo khong khoi hoang mang. Song
nhin khuén mét nhan nhé cia 6ng chi aYy, cudi cling ¢d cling nhén ra.

“Thoi xong. Chuyén chi xem dién thoai cua chdu la néi do6i ding
khong?”

“Ha ha,” Takeshi lién bat cwoi, cAm ly vang 1én udng.



“Qua nhién chau da nhan ra dwoc. Ping vay, chd khong xem maYy thi
d6. Nhung chi thay hinh nhw gitta chau va Kenta dang c6 mot khiic méc gi
do, vi vay chid thir thaim do chit xem sao. Chu doan trong dién thoai cua
chau c6 thir gi d6 lién hé v&i chuyén nay.”

Mayo ben thé dai. “Ping 1a chid cling cam nhan dwgc a?”

“Chd khong cam nhén dwore méi 1a ¢6 van dé€. Cho du chdu tri hodan dam
cwdi vi Corona hay vi cdi chét cia b6” chau thi cling chaalng c6 ly do gi d€
chau lui ca viéc dang ky két hon lai cd. Thé ma chu lai khong thay chau
nhic gi d&n chuyén d6. T4n sudt chdu goi dién cho Kenta ciing qud it. D6
tuyét d6i khong phai cach ma nhirng cap déi cé hén woc thwong lam.”

“Viy sao?”

“Néu chau mudn chd mac k& chau thi chi chi néi dé€n day thoi. Con néu
chau mu6n tham khao y ki€n ctia chu thi néi luén bay gio va ngay tai day
di. Chd ban 1dm. Khong biét T4an t&i khi ndo chi mdi lai ngdi tw van cho
chau dwoc dau.”

“Chau hi€u r'6i,” Mayo bén thao tac trén dién thoai, mé& mot birc email.
“Piéu lam chdu tran tré chinh la thir nay.”

“PE& chu xem nao.” Takeshi nhan I8y chi€c dién thoai.

Birc email d6 dwoe gii dé€n cach diy khoang mot thang. Mayo nhén
dwoc né trong ldc dang ng6i trén tau dién trén dwong vé nha sau khi da
xong viéc. CO khong biét ngwoi gii 1a ai, song vi tiéu dé ghi “Gti c6
Kamio Mayo” nén cd doan né khong phai thw réc.

Bitrc email m& d4u bing ciu: “Chdc mung cd di dinh hén.” Mayo c6
thong bdo cho mdt s& nguwdi chuyén co sip stta k&t hon véi Kenta. Xem ra
birc email dwoc giri d€n tr mdt ngwoi nao d6 da nghe phong thanh thdng
tin nay.

Song, khi doc ti€p birc email, Mayo ngay 1ap tirc nhin ra né khéng don
thuén 1a the chic mwng. Noi dung dwoc viét ti€p nhw sau.

Quyét dinh két hon véi ngwei minh yéu, t6i dodn chédc hin cé dang hanh
phiic ldm. Vao nhitng lic nhw thé nay, t6i thdt khong mudén phd dam hai
ngwoti, song sau khi xdc dinh rang qud thwc vdn nén bdo cho c6 biét thi
hon, t0i man phép giri cho co bwrc thwr nay.

Tuy khong tién xwng tén nhwng toi la ngwoi trwoc ddy tieng hen ho voi
anh Nakajou Kenta. D6 la mot moi quan hé nghiém tiic, hwong dén chuyén



cwol xin chie khong chi don gidn la yéu choi boi. Chi it thi vé phidn minh,
101 da nghi nhir vay.

Giira nhitng ngay thdng do, co the’ toi da co nhikng thay doi. Ky kinh
nguyét khong toi. Sau khi dén bénh vién khdm, toi dworc biét minh da mang
bau dén tudn thir nam.

Cdm gidc bat ngo va vui swong cung liic dp dén voi toi. Boi toi nghi cdi
goi la “dn com trwoc kéng” chc“;ng co van dé gi. Toi ciing biét mot vai phu
ni¢ con dang phién mudn vi két hon roi ma mai van chwa dwoc troi thwong
cho dira con nao. So véri nhitng ngwoi &y thi toi da may mdn biét bao.

Téi dd ngay ldp tikc goi anh Kenta dén dé bdo tin vui. Téi tin chdc thé’
nao anh 4y ciing mrng quynh 1én cho ma xem. Toi chi ¢ thé’ dodn rdang anh
ay sé no mot nu cwo'i day rang ro vo'i toi.

Thé nhwng, sw thwe lai khong phdi nhw vdy. Anh Kenta da lam bo mdt
nghiém trong, néi: “Bay gio- ma sinh con thi dé ldm em q.”

Toi c6 cdm gidc nhw thé’ viea bi gioi mot gdo nwoc lanh vao ngwoi. Toi
da hdi anh &y ly do: “Sao lai do hd anh?”

Céu trd loi cua anh Gy la: “Boi voi anh, cd chuyén két hon, xdy duwng to
din 1dn chuyén nudi ndng con cdi vdn con xa voi lam.”

Téi soc dén nbi hoa mdt chéng mdt. Anh ta khéng cé y dinh két hon voi
t0i. Néu da vdy, sao anh ta khong dung bién phdp trdnh thai cho can thdn
kia chie? Nghe t6i gan hdi nhw vdy, Kenta chi biét xin 16i. Sau dd, anh ta
con cui ddu noi: “Anh sé dwa tién cho em, ldn nay em hdy bo no di.”

Téi cdm thdy rat dau khé, nwoc mdt tuon roi. Thay téi nhie vdy, Kenta da
noi: “Anh thdt long xin 16i em. Mong em hdy cho doi thém mét thoi gian
nita. Ldan sau néu chiing minh lai nho thi lic do dé ciing dwoc em a.”

Mdc du kho long chdp nhdn song toi chéng con cdch nao khdc ngoai tin
vao cdu noi ay. Toi khong the’ mdt minh sinh con dwoec.

Téi da phd bé cdi thai &y trong nwdc mdt.

Nhwng sau lan do, t6i khong con mang thai nita. Tat nhién réi. Vi Kenta
da cé’ gdng dp dung triét dé cdc bién phdp trdnh thai ma. Cir nhw thé mudn
néi v toi rang, bang moi gid anh tuyét doi khong dé’ em dinh bau nita ddu.
Nhitng gi anh ta néi voi toi chi la nhitng lovi néi doi trdng tromn.

That vong vé con ngwoi 4y, trdi tim toi ciing ddn tro nén xa cdch. Mot
tho'i gian sau, cd hai chiing t6i cung quyét dinh chia tay nhau.



Xin 16i co nhé, Mayo. Téi cd la c6 dang cdm thdy rat té.

Nhieng t6i cho rdang co ciing cén phdi biét vé nhitng goc khudt trong con
ngwoi ma co da quyét dinh lwa chon lam ban doi ciia minh. Ngwo'i dan 6ng
co tén Nakajou Kenta ciing co mot bo mat nhw vdy day.

Néu da biét ma cé van két hon voi anh ta thi toi khong cé gi dé noi. Toi
chi biét cau chiic hai ngwo'i dwoc hanh phiic.

Con néu co da dwoc nghe nhitng chuyén nay tw Kenta roi thi toi thanh
tht xin 16i vi dd lam ldng phi tho'i gian quy bdu ciia co.

Trong lic doc birc email &y, ngay ca Mayo ciing nhan ra mét minh dang
cit khong con giot mau. Trong nguc cd dap nhanh d&n mic ngat thd. Cd
khong bi€t minh da xudng tau lic nao, di dwong nao va di nhw thé nao, chi
biét ring ldc nhan ra thi c6 dd ngd vat xudng chiéc giwdng trong phong
minh.

“Ra vay. Ping 1a khong th& d& dang nhim mét cho qua chuyén nay
dwoc,” Takeshi tra dién thoai lai cho Mayo.

“K€ tir hom d6, n6i dung birc thw nay ctr bam rit 18y tdm tri chau. Nhung
chdu dang hoang mang khong bi€t phai lam thé nao nira.”

“Cu th€ chdu ban khoan chuyén gi? Chuyén ngwoi gii birc email nay la
ai? Hay chuyén Kenta da tirng ¢6 mot qua khir nhw vay?”

“Ca hai,” Mayo tra loi. “Pwong nhién, chau rat to6 mo mudn biét ngwoi
gtri 12 ai. Chi mot vai ngwoi biét chuyén chiu va Kenta sip 1am dam cudi.
biéu d6 c6 nghia la ban gai cii cua anh &y & rd't gan day thoi con gi? Vay
ma bay lau nay chiu cheamg hay biét gi cd. Chu khong nghi viéc bao chau
dwng ban tdm dén chuyén d6 mai 1a vo 1y hay sao?”

“Clng c6 the.”

“Chdu cting s6¢ vi chuyén anh &y lam cho ban gai cli mang bau, da the¢’
con bit co6 &'y phd thai nira. Ping nhu nhitng gi dwoc viet trong birc email,
¢6 nim mo chiu cing khong dam nghi Kenta lai c6 mdt bd mat nhw vay.
Pring 12 chdu cdm thay phan van, liéu ring k&t hon v&i mot ngudi nhw the
thi twong lai cia chau c6 6n hay khong.”

“Chd rat hi€u tdm trang cia chau, nhwng chau dd quén mat mot viéc
quan trong. D6 1a xac nhan xem ndi dung dwge viét trong birc email d6 ¢
phéi sy that hay khong. Chealng phéi cling c6 kha nang mét ké nao d6 ganh



ghét v&i ddm cwdi cua hai chau da deng nén chuyén nay d€ gii cho chau
hay sao?”

“Khong dau,” Mayo lic d4u. “Ch4u nghi khong phai vy dau.”

“Sao chau khzamg dinh duoc?”

“Néu mudn, chau c6 th€ xac nhan ngay xem chuyén dé la that hay gia
ma? Chau chi c¢an héi anh Kenta la dwgrc. N€u ngwoi d6 tung tin d6n nham
v&i nhitng nguwdi khong lién quan thi chdu con hiéu dwoc, ding nay dung
chuyén voi chdu thi dau c¢6 nghia ly gi.”

“Chéu néi ¢6 1y nhwng van ¢an xdc nhan chiz. Chau vira néi n€u mudn
chau ¢6 th€ xac nhan ngay 1ap tirc. Vay tai sao chau lai khong lam thé?”

“Thi b&i chau khong mudn néi voi anh Kenta vé chuyén nay chi sao.”

“Tai sao?”

“Pwong nhién 1a vi chu dé nay ch?ing cO gi hay ho roi,” Mayo ning tong
giong. “Chéic chin anh Kenta mudn gilr bi mat. VAy ma chdu lai biét duworc,
cé 1€ anh &y sé khong th€ cw xtr nhw binh thwong. Chau khéng mudn vi
chuyén d6 ma m&i quan hé gitra bon chdu tré nén truc trac.”

“Hw,” Takeshi 1ién cwoi khay. “Nghe that nyc cwoi.”

“Cai gi nuc cuoi cor a?”’

“Chau muon tranh tryc trac? Chd khong th€ nhin cwoi noi. Khong phai
n6 da tryc trac tir xwa xura xwra xwa roi sao? Trén thyc t& chau con dang
hoang mang khong biét ¢6 nén lam dam cuwdi hay khdong ma?”

“Dung vay nhung...” L'an nay Mayo lai ha tong giong xudng.

“Chau thtr hinh dung tdm ly cfia ngwoi gii biec email d6 xem. Chd ca 1a
cd ta dang rat nong rudt vi mai ma bon chau chwa chiu huy hon. Ki€u gi sau
do co ta cheamg gri thém nhirng birc email ac y, ding khong nao?”

Takeshi néi ding, thanh tht Mayo khong néi dwoe gi. Co im lang, chu
moi 1én.

“Co6 1€ ngwoi nay cling da g th gi d6 cho Kenta. D6 1a 1y do thai do
cta cdu ta ra't ky qudc. Sau khi thi néi chuyén véi cau ta, chi tin chic ciu
ta dang c6 chuyén gidu gi€m.”

“Ch?ing bi€t c6 phai theé khong. Nhwng khong phai chdu mudn chia tay
anh 'y dau.”



“Gidng nhau ca thdi. Néu bay gio chau la ddi ban than k&t hon voi
Kenta thi chdu s€ con ti€p tuc phién long vi van dé€ nay. SOm mudn gi khi
nhtrng suy nghi ma chdu dang mang trong long vo 0a ra thi ¢6 1€ mdi quan
hé gitra hai dira s€ cang tré nén ba't hoa. Gia st & ddy dang c6 mot ngbi nha
rach nat. N6 toi td d&€n mirc chi ¢an chdau dong mé ctra manh tay 1a né da
chuc sap xudng roi. Chinh vi th€’, chau dang phai cd mé ctra nhe nhang d€¢
bwde vao trong. Khong nhirtng vao trong ma chau con muén séng ludén &
dé. Liéu chau cé the duy tri mot cudc song dang hoang khong? R6i s€ co
lic chau 106 manh tay déng, mé ctra. Chzalng tha chau pha v& né ludn trede
khi bwdc vao ¢6 phai t6t hon 1a d€ minh bi d¢ bep dwdi ngbi nha do nat dé
khong?”

“Chu dwng vi quan hé gitta chdu va anh Kenta v&i ng6i nha rach nat
chit,” Mayo siét hai nim da'm tredc nguc.

“Vay vi v&i cdy cAu muc rong thi dworc ching? Hay 13 mot dwong hAm
xdy bang bun? Chau hiy phd tan né di, roi lam lai tir dau.”

Vwa néi dirt 1oi, Takeshi dirng ddy, cdm vao hai bén vién clia tim khan
trdi ban. Sau d6, chii giat manh hai tay ra sau. Chiéc khin trdi ban trang tinh
bi€n mat, d€'lai trén ban hai ly vang do.

Ta&m khan trai ban vira dwge rit ra mot cach day ngoan muc da nam gon
trong tay Takeshi ba’y gio’ vira chuyén sang ding canh mét chi€c gh€&’. Chu
mo cang chi€c khén trai ban tredc ngweoi minh.

“Chau tha@y chu... rat si€u, nhung rdt cudc chi dang mudn lam gi vay?”

“Thi chd da néi roi dd’y thodi. Hay pha bo ng6i nha tan ta &y di.”

V&i td'm khan trai ban dugc cang ra, Takeshi da che di chi€c gh& ma chu
vtra ng'0i ndy gio.

“Pa dén gio trinh dién cia hai dira roi.” N6i doan Takeshi nhanh chéng
bd ta'm khan trdi ban di.

Mayo lién thot 1€n kinh ngac.

Kenta dang ng6i trén chi€c ghé& do.

29

“Kenta, sao anh lai?...
“A, khong, chuyén d6...” Kenta gii dau td v& khé x@, ngudi vin dang
khom lai.



“Chéc chin cu 4y da nghe hé&t cudc trd chuyén nay gio cia hai chid chau
minh. Phin con lai, chd d€ hai dra néi chuyén v&i nhau. Tém lai, hay dap
bd ngdi nha cii ky d6 di. Sau d6 hai dira ty quyét dinh 18y, xem ¢6 nén xay
ngdi nha mdi hay khdng,” Takeshi nhanh nhen gdp tA'm khan trai ban lai,
dat 1én ban, quay gét tré ra ctra. Song, dwoe nira chwng, chd dwng chén,
ngoai lai.

“Thé& nhé, hai dira cir n6i chuyén thong tha. Con Kenta, chd cdm chéu
tiét 16 man 4o thuat vira roi nhé,” néi doan 6ng thay phu thily hic 4m lién
m¢ ctra va dao mao bwdc ra ngoai.
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